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TWO CASES OF LITHOTOMY. 



BY ALEXANDER F. DURHAM, M. D., OF GEORGIA. 



Case I. — Miles, a dark ginger-cake colored boy, aged nine 
years, was brought to me for treatment in the summer of 1875. 
All the symptoms of vesicular calculus were present in his case. 
From his father I obtained the following history: From his ear- 
liest infancy he was unable to retain his urine, and when old 
enough was continually "tugging and workmg" with his penis, 
passing water incessantly, and occasionally blood. When brought 
to me he presented the following symptoms: Was exceedingly 
emaciated, almost a living skeleton, weighing not over 35 pounds; 
rough, ash-colored cheeks; tongue rather dry; thirst and anorexia. 
The penis, especially the glands, were abnormally developed. The 
slightest flow of urine was accompanied by distressing pains and 
uneasiness. The metallic sound introduced met with firm resist- 
ance at the neck of the bladder, evidently due to the presence of a 
stone. On making a thorough examination the calculus seemed 
to fill the entire cavity of that organ. Long existence of inflam- 
mation had caused thickening, induration and contraction ot its 
coats. 

I put him on a constitutional treatment for a short time, to brace 
up the system. When this was done, I proceeded, with the aid of 
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[ ' a few intelligent assistants, (there being no physician present but 

myself,) to remove the stone by the bilateral operation. Unfor- 
tunately the stone was so large that I had to crush it before ex- 
tracting it. It was impossible to extend the operation without 
greatly increasing the danger of the patient's life. 

He recovered in fifteen or twenty days without an untoward 
symptom, and when I last heard from him there was no indication 
whatever of a return of gravel 

Case II. — Daughter of Bell McCommon, black, aged six years. 
This child was brought to Dr. W. M. Durham and myself in April 
last. The symptoms and history much the same as in the first case, 
viz: Emaciation (not so extreme), stillicidium, incessant pain in 
region of the bladder; urine occasionally tinged with blood, other- 
wise normal Pudenda excessively developed, and almost con- 
stantly manipulated by the patient. 

A stone of unusual size was readily detected by the introduc- 
tion of a metallic sound. The patient was kept on constitutional 
treatment for a short time. 

On the 1 2th of the following May, assisted by Drs. W. M. and 
John L. Durham, I proceeded to remove the stone by the sub- 
pubal operation. A slightly curved bistoury guided by a grooved 
director was introduced into the bladder, then withdrawing it a 
slit was made from behind forwards the whole length of the upper 
portion of the urethra. The calculus proving to be too large to be 
passed through the first incision two others were made, one on 
each side of the first, and after a good deal of diflficulty the ex- 
traction of the stone was accomplished. It measured exactly one 
and five-eJghths (i|) of an inch in length, and five-eighths (J) of 
an inch in its short diameter, and weighed precisely 260 grains. 

The patient made a good recovery, but it was some two or three 
months before complete control over the sphincter of the bladder 
was regained. 
■I My opinion is that both were cases of conginetal calculus. 



I 



SOMETHING NEW— NITRIC ACID A REMEDY FOR 
* STINGS AND POISONS. 



Editors of 77u Southern Medical Rtcord — 

Gentlemen : I must give you an adventure which I had 
with a hive of bees, and the results, which, by a grand mistake, 
in using nitric acid instead of sweet oil, I made the discovery that 
the acid was a veritable specific for the sting of bees. Being 



SOTTTHKRN MeDICAL ReCORD. 3 

'Cleanly shaved and unprotected, I undertook to transfer a hive of 
bees which becoming enraged covered my face and hands by the 
thousand. After fighting my best for a short time, I with diffi- 
culty made my way into the house and called for sweet oil. Be- 
ing in great pain, and even alarmed at the possible result, without 
time, and in no condition for reflection as to the best means to be 
used for relief, I held my hand in a cupped position and directed 
it to be filled with sweet oil, but in the haste and confusion they 
■snatched up a bottle of nitric acid and poured my hand full, which 
I instantly applied, first to my forehead and then over my entire 
face and hands, when my grand-daughter exclaimed, "Oh! grand- 
pa, stop — stop, it is the wrong bottle, it is nitric acid! ' Alarmed 
with a new danger, I bethought me of soda, to nutralize the acid, 
and called for it, but before it arrived I was most agreeably amazed 
and delighted to find the pain of the stings suddenly relieved as if 
by magic, and to find that no cauterizing effect or injury had been 
4iustained, but that the poison was gone, and even the swelling 
rapidly subsided. 

A few weeks after the above singular discovery, Mr. D. came 
to me with hands inflamed and much swollen from the effects of 
poison oak. I at once thought of the bee remedy and applied 
nitric acid; at first cautiously on the back of one hand, and, seeing 
no pain or cauterizing eflect, I applied it to the other, and to the 
■entire part inflamed, with speedy and absolute relief to the poison- 
ous symptoms. 

A. L. Barry, M. D. 

Ringgold^ Georgia^ December^ i88i. 

[The statements contained in the above note from Dr. B. are 
certainly remarkable, and if borne out by future experiments, must 
prove a singular and valuable discovery, and will illustrate how 
little is yet known of the therapeutic properties of even our most 
familiar drugs. We hope that this matter will be further tested 
by our correspondent, and by others in the profession, and that 
the facts will be sent us for publication. — Ed. J 



RECURRENT MALARIAL ATTACKS. 



Editors of The Southern Medical Record — 

Gentlemen : In the November number of the Record, I 
notice an article by Dr. John H. Pool, of South Mills, North 
Carolina, taken from the Virginia Medical Monthly, entitled 
^'Recurrent Obstinate Malarial Attacks," commonly called in this 
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section "Chronic Chills." I concur fully with the doctor in all he 
says in regard to regular periodic return of the paroxysms, and 
also his plan of meeting them with quinine, and I used to think 
well of his alterative treatment, of Lugol's solution, etc., until I 
found a better in the hyposulphite ot sodium, which I give after 
each meal (in »uch dose as I think the case will bear, or require) 
in solution, with the extract of licorice to cover the taste, or with 
some aromatic to suit the whim of the patient. 

I apply about twice a week, over the spleen and liver, the tinc- 
ture of iodine, say enough to burn slightly. I have never found 
any other treatment equal to this, in softening and melting down 
these enlarged and indurated livers and spleens, and thus making 
a radical or final cure of this troublesome disease. I have sug- 
gested this treatment to other physicians, who can say the same of 
their experience. 

If you think the above of interest sufficient to publish, or any 
part of it, you are at liberty to use it as you see fit. 

Respectfully, &c., R. L. Hinton, M. D. 

Prescott^ Arkansas^ December^ 1881. 



EMPHYSEMA. 



BY R. L. HINTON, M. D., OF ARKANSAS. 



I have just read in the August number of the Record, an ar- 
ticle by Dr. James A. Low, of New York, entitled, '"Emphysema 
and Bronchial Dilatation," in which he calls for practical sugges- 
tions as to treatment. An almost fac-simile case fell into my hands 
six months ago; told me that he had been afflicted about three 
years; that every physician who examined him said he had con- 
sumption, and that he had been under treatment for that disease all 
the time, but had been gradually growing worse. After a careful 
examination I told him he had emphysema of the lungs; that he 
not only didn't have consumption, but that one with his disease 
rarely, if ever, had consumption. His countenance brightened up 
wonderfully at this statement; said he felt as if a great burden had 
been rolled off him. I put him upon Tilden's malto-peptine, grs. x 
with pure linseed oil one tablespoonful before each meal; and 
iodide potash, grs. v, brom. potash, grs. x, in a tablespoonful of 
water and glycerine, equal parts, after each meal. 

In a week he was much improved, and in four weeks said he 
thought he was about well, and went to work. He is a laboring 
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man; has been doing pretty good work ever since, though he oc- 
casionally falls back upon his medicine. 

I am not in the habit of writing for publication, and have writ- 
ten this very hurriedly upon reading the article referred to, with 
the desire to do no harm, if I do no good, and thinking it will, to 
some extent, answer the Doctor's request. 

I prefer linseed oil to cod-liver oil because better tolerated by 
the stomach, more easily digested and fully as nutritious. 

P. S. — I gave this man no other treatment, save 5 grs. of qui- 
nine every morhing. 

USE OF PLASTER-OF-PARIS IN THE TREATMENT 

OF CLUB-FOOT. 



BY P. S. CONNOR, M. D., 
Profeflsor of ADatomy and Clinioal Surgery, Medical College of Olilo. 



That the deformity of club-foot may be corrected, it is neces- 
•sary (i) that the distorted .parts be put in normal position, and 
(2), tnat they be kept there; and, just in proportion as any plan of 
treatment accomplishes these indications, it is a proper one to be 
employed. , Every one knows that in the great majority of con- 
genital cases it is possible, during a variable but quite consider- 
able time after birth, by manipulation, to bring the foot into its 
natural place; and, could it be sufficiently long and steadily held 
there by the hand of parent or nurse, rectification of the deformity 
would almost to a certainty result. What can be substituted for 
such gentle yet efficient hand-pressure? Ordinary bandages and 
adhesive plaster strips have been employed, and, in many cases, 
with advantage; but not infrequently they have been found in- 
efficient, and adhesive strips often very much irritate the delicate 
skin of the foot and leg. As a rule, club-foot apparatus are not 
applied until the child is a few or several years old, when the de- 
formity has become quite well developed, and when frequently 
strongly contracted tendons and more or less altered joint-sur- 
faces much complicate the case. Against all the forms of these 
^nechanical appliances several objections lie. In the first place, 
oftentimes they are badly adjusted, and in the majority of in- 
stances they do not maintain the correction made when they are 
applied; next, making pressure generally upon only a limited 
number of points, their use is very apt to be followed by local 
irritations, with resulting ulcers or callosities; again, they are ex- 
pensive, and often require much repairing, and very many club- 
foot patients are the children of poor parents. 

Recognizing the existence of these disadvantages, I have, for 
several years past, been experimenting with the plaster-of- Paris, 
recommended long ago by Little; the youngest subject upon 
which it has been applied being two weeks old. The success 
'wrhich has attended these experiments leads me to believe that this 
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method of treatment may, in many cases at least, be advantageous- 
ly employed. The application of it is easy; an ordinary plaster 
roller being turned over the foot, ankle, and lower half of the leg. 
In quite young patients a layer of cotton may with advantage be 
laid on, and the oandagc put over it; in older ones the latter should, 
be placed directly on the skin. The thickness of the covering, 
must of course varv with the amount of deformity and existing 
muscular power, before the plaster begins to set, the foot is to 
be brought as near its normal position as can be done w^ithout 
causing any decided pain, and held in place until the hardening is- 
complete. Great care must be taken not to attempt too much at 
first. Preliminary tenotomy is to be made or not, according to 
circumstances, but is seldom required in young subjects. At each, 
subsequent dressing more and more rectification is to be effected. 
Removal of the bandage will be required ordinarily in from three- 
to six weeks, and the treatment, so far as I have been able to de- 
termine, must be continued for from six to eighteen months, and 
afterwards a half foot with stiffened sides, or the usual club-foot 
shoe worn, the former being generally sufiicient to prevent any 
reproduction of the deformity. 

Two objections have been made to this method of treatment: 
first, that the dressing is a heayy and clumsy one; and, second,, 
that the proper development of the foot will be prevented. If 
properly applied, the weight of the plaster bandage is not so great 
as to prevent ready use of the limb if the patient is old enough to 
run about; and I have yet to see a single case in which the growth 
of the foot has been interfered with, or in which flattening of the 
arch has been produced. The advantages of the method are, that 
it is eflScient, cheap, distributes the pressure which must be made 
in order that the foot shall be brought round and kept in place» 
can be employed at a very early period, can be put in practice by 
any one of ordinary skill and judgment, and does not necessitate 
calling in the aid of the surgical insti'ument maker, to whom often- 
times the case is turned over with instructions to "put on a club- 
foot shoe," as though it was to be treated simply with leather and 
steel. If it be thought advisable to have the foot daily bathed and 
rubbed, instead of the plaster roller, the "Bavarian" dressing might 
be applied ; but I have never used it, preferring that the pressure 
should be continuous for as long a period as possible, with only 
such interniissions as are absolutely required for the reapplication. 
of the bandage. When the deformity is of long standing, and large 
callosities are present from pressure, either of a previously-worn.. 
shoe, or of the weight of the body in standing and walking, special 
care must be taken in applying the dressing, and rectification must 
be very gradually brought about; otherwise ulceration will occur, 
and, as a consequence, the treatment may, and probably will, have 
to be entirely suspended until the ulcer heals, and, as generally 
happens under such circumstances, whatever the method pursued^ 
the malposition will rapidly be reproduced. — [Medical News. 
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AN OLD DOCTOR'S STORY. 



We were a knot of doctors, enjoying ourselves after a meeting 
of the Hippocratic Medical Society, whose members were accus- 
tomed to assemble once a year for purposes of mutual edification 
and improvement. Dr. Galen Cupps was in the chair. He was 
our Nestor, our old man eloquent, a living professional legendary 
budget. On his face you could read "Entertainment" as plainly 
as you ever saw it painted on an old-fashioned tavern sign; and to 
it, after a day of weary rambling over the dusty paths of thera- 
peutic lore, we turned as naturally for refreshment as the tired 
wayfarer halts before the inviting sign-board waving hospitable 
welcome to the cheer within. 

Genial Dr. Cupps! Like Father Grimes, that good old man, 
"we'll never see him more." No monument marks his last resting 
place. The guild of undertakers, possessed they a spark of grati- 
tude, would not suffer this to be. As for his surviving profes- 
sional brethren, few of us, I fear, have money to spend in that 
way. 

"How do young doctors, as a rule, get their first start. f^" queried 
a cynical-looking M. D. at the foot of the table, with a nose as 
sharp as the point of his own lancet — "leaving out, of course, ex- 
ceptional cases, like that of a man swallowing a fish-bone, or 
dropping suddenly into a fit, where there's no choice but 'to seek 
the nearest aid. What I ask is, how do people come to trust their 
lives deliberatelv in inexperienced hands? What's the philosophy 
of it?" 

"Popular ignorance, probably," suggested one. 

"Or cheek m the youngster," another hinted. 

"It's mostly liuk^ I think," remarked the chair, whereon had con- 
verged a number of inquiring looks. 

"Come, doctor, give us your experience on the point." was 
moved and seconded. # 

'''Mine was a case of pure luck," said he. 

"Won't you tell us about it.'"' we entreated. 

Dr. Cupps was not the man to refuse. 

"Young men now-a-days," he began, enter the profession with 
other advantages than we old fellows had. The clinics and hos- 
pitals, now accessible to students, afford the opportunities to learn 
much by observation which we were left to find out through 
experiments upon 'our own patients. 

"Though I took my degree after a creditable examination, I 
doubt if I could then have distinguished, by inspection, between 
the incipient stages of chicken-pox and measles. Had I been 
called to treat a simple case of rheumatism, ten to one I should 
have found a verdict of white-swelling,' and passed a sentence of 
amputation, without stopping to ask the victim what he had to say 
against it. My first patient was Percy Topham, a young man who 
had inherited a splendid constitution, as well as fortune, but was 
fast making way with both. The case, no doubt, would have 
fallen into Dingo's hands, for he monopolized the practice there- 
about, but for his absence on a distant call. 
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•"Coaae quick, sirf urged the messenger: 'Mr. Percj's taking 

«■ at jji awiiil rate.* 

^Widiont staying to inquire further I snatched my hat and sallied 
fcsrdx. quite forgetting, in the excitement, the new pill- bags where- 
31 m-as stored my stock of samples. 

*I arrived to find my patient naking on" at an aiK^ul rate, sure 

-Prier in hand, he was laying about him in a manner highly 
dctnrciental to the iumiture. He was 'killing snakes,' he said. 
Hsd it been dogs, hydrophobia might have been my diagnosis 
bat snakes. I knew, meant delirium tremens. And such was the 
»n of Mr. Topham*s own more practiced judgment, for, 
kg toward me in a lucid moment, 
--rve got 'em. Doc' he said. 

""I did my best to calm him, assured him I should bring him 
placed my fingers on his pulse, and began to count the 
b^t, darting from me, he exclaimed: 
••There goes the biggest snake yet: the old serpent of all f 
■takirg a Sia5h w^ith the poker that caused me to dodge into the 



^"Leaving two to watch him, and accompanied by the man who 
summoned me, I hurried home to procure such remedies as I 
abocld conclude the case required — a point, I must confess, I was 
TCfT tar'trom clear upon. I had been reared in a very temperate 
oocsmunity, had seen little of intoxication or its effects, and my 
icaN£ng had not borne specially in that direction. 

**Before reaching mv office, however, I decided what course to 
tike. There was no time to consult books. Besides, I w^as 
to do that in the presence of the man who waited to 
ry back the physic He would have taken it for a confession 
of ignorance and would have lost no time in proclaiming me a 



•Overhauling my supply of drugs, and taking a lirtie from every 
I produced a mixture, some element of which I hoped might 
prove of service 

-•Give hira a teaspoontiil of it every half hour," I said to the 
handing him the bottle^ on which I was careful not to put a 



*Not caring to be present to witness the etfect of my maiden 

rription, *Tell Mr. Topham FU call :n the morning," I said. 
*" Whatever my patient did, I passed a bad night. Of all cases 
which to make mv diimt, why should the mal:«:nant fates send 

very one most likely to expose me? 
•*With many misgivings I presented myself next morning at the 
patient's door. I was gUd to see there was no crape on it. Pass- 
the senrant who admitted mc I hurried trembling to the sick- 



••"^Jood morning. Doc' cried the invalid, rising tT\>m a sumpta- 
breakfast, wiping his mouth with one hand and extending the 
"By George you did bring me through famously! That 
9XixSl was mighty nasty, but it did the business. Tta sound as a 
doiLaT this morning.^ 
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"Before I could reply a serving-man entered; the same by whom 
I had sent the medicine. 

"'What's the matter, Dick?' said Topham. 

"*Boxer's dead, sir.' 

"*Dead! the deuce! There's a go! I suppose you forgot to call 
at Botts's, the farrier's, for that drench yesterday; just like you, 
when my back is turned.' 

"*No, sjr!' the man replied; 'I stopped and got it on my way 
from the doctor's, and gave it according to directions.' 

"Just my luck!' cried Topham, smiting the table. *You see. 
Doc, Boxer was my fastest trotter. I counted on winning a mint 
of money on him at the coming races, and now he's gone and 
kicked the bucket. Well, peace to his manes T as the poet says. 
Here, Dick, hand the doctor that medicine bottle from the mantel. 
He may as well fill it up again. This morning's luck may set me 
on a fresh spree, and there's no telling how soon I may need 
another dose.' 

"A glance at the bottle, as I took it, made me start It bore a 
label, on which I read, *Simon Botts, Farrier.' 

" *Can it be,' I mentally exclaimed, 'that it was Botts' potion 
that cured the man, and mine that killed the horse!' It was a 
strong case of circumstantial evidence, at any rate. 

"Qiiietly pocketing the bottle I went my way. If the truth was 
as I surmised, it never came out. Topham sounded my praises 
everywhere, and soon the local death list was pretty equally filled 
with the names of old Dingo's patients and my own." — [Ex. 



A CASE OF OPIUM HABIT OF SIX OR EIGHT YEARS' 

STANDING TREATED SUCCESSFULLY WITH 

THE SOLID EXTRACT OF COCA. 



BY JOHN Q. WINFIELD, M. D., OF VIRGINIA. 



Early in September last, Mrs. applied to me for treatment 

-of an opium habit of six or eight years' standing. At the time of 
application she was taking of laudnum daily the equivalent of 
about forty grains of opium. She was a blonde, somewhat above 
medium height, with a full round figure, aged 24. In May last 
she married an estimable man, who was then totally ignorant of 
her unfortunate habit. 

Up to her twenty-second year, this lady had never menstruated 
fer vaginam^ but had monthly vicarious bloody discharges from the 
rectum, attended with much pain. These discharges were 
usually preceded and followed by painful and exhausting diarrhoea. 
To relieve her periodical sufferings, she had unadvisedly, I pre- 
sume, resorted to the use of laudanum, until such use became a 
fixed habit. 

An operation for congenital closure of the external os uteri, by 
Dr. C. C. Henkle and myself, restored the menstrual function to 
its proper organs, but did not, of course, relieve the opium habit; 
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hence her return to me as above stated. The attempt extending' 
j through twenty days, to cure the case by reliance mainly upon 

I the strength of her own will and the extract of coca in 20-grain 

] doses, four times daily, proved a failure. She was, not (Sept 

28th), with her own consent, placed in close confinement, and 
only one trusty attendant, besides her husband and physician^ 
allowed to enter the room. No opium prescribed. Ordered 20 
grains, four times daily, of the extract of coca. 

Sept. 30. — At bedtime suflering extreme — double vision, want 
of appetite, nausea, diarrhoea, restlessness, twitching of the mus- 
cles, pain in the back and joints, formication, begs piteously for 
relief. Prescribed f of a grain of morphia, concealed in a mix- 
ture of wine, bismuth and catechu. She slept well during the 
night, and was calm and comparatively free from suffering the 
following morning; coca continued. 

Oct. 2. — Night. Suffering, but not so severely as before. 
Prescribed ^ grain of morphia, concealed as before, and ordered 
the coca to be continued. Slept well during the night. 

Oct. 9. — Night. Suffering somewhat from diarrhoea, menor- 
rhagia, formication and pains in the back and limbs. Prescribed 
i grain morphia. Slept most of the night. 

Oct. 15. — Throughout the day calm and free from pain and 
, other disturbances. From this time on to the 18th of October she 

I continued to do well without opium. The coca treatment, how- 

f ever, had been steadily kept up. She was now discharged ap- 

j parently cured, but advised to continue the coca for a while in 

. diminished daily doses, along with a tonic of quinine, strychnia 

and iron- 

At this writing, November 19th, she is much improved in 
health and appearance, and does not seem to have the least desire 
for opium. — [Virginia Medical Monthly, December. 



ANIMAL VACCINATION. 



BY WILLIAM B. CARPENTER, M. D., OF LONDON, ENGLAND. 



It becomes possible to affect sheep and cattle with a form of 
anthrax disease so mild as to bear much the same relation to 
the severer forms that cowpox bears to smallpox; and for this 
artificial affection with the mitigated disorder, Pasteur uses the 
term "vaccination/' The question that now arises — to which the 
whole previous investigation has led up— is the most important of 
all: Does this "vaccination" with the mild virus afford the same 
protection against the action of the severe, that is imparted by 
cowpox vaccination against smallpox? To this question affirma- 
tive answers were last year obtained by Professor Greenfield (on 
Professor Burdon-Sanderson's suggestion) in regard to bovine 
animals, and by M. Toussaint in regard to sheep and dogs; the 
former, when "vaccinated" from rodents, and the latter from 
fluids "cultivated" outside the living body after a method devised 
by M. Toussaint, proving themselves incapable of being infected 
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with any form of anthrax disease, though repeatedly inoculated 
with the malignant virus, and remaining free from all disorder, 
either constitutional or local. 

The same result having been obtained from experiments made 
by Pasteur himself, probably about the same date, with charbon 
virus cultivated in the manner previously described, it was 
deemed expedient by one of the Provincial Agricidtural Societies 
of France that this important discovery should be publicly dem- 
onstrated on a great scale. Accordingly, a farm and a flock of 
fifty sheep having been placed at M. Pasteur's disposal, he "vac- 
cinated" twenty-five of the flock (distinguished by a perforation 
of their ears), with the mild virus on the 3d of May last, and re- 
peated the operation on the 17th of the same month. The 
animals all passed through a slight indisposition, but at the end of 
the month none of them were found to have lost either fat, appe- 
tite, or liveliness. On the 31st of that month, all the fifty sheep, 
without distinction, were inoculated with the strongest charbon 
virus, and M. Pasteur predicted that on the following day the 
twenty-five sheep inoculated for the first time would all be dead, 
while those protected by previous "vaccination" with the mild 
virus would be perfectly free from even slight indisposition. A 
large assemblage of agricultural authorities, cavalry oflScers, and 
veterinary surgeons having met at the field the next afternoon 
(June 1st), the result was found to be exactly in accordance with 
M. Pasteur's predictions. At two o'clock twenty -three of the 
"unprotected" sheep were dead; the twenty-fourth died within an 
hour, and the twenty-fifth an hour afterward. But the twenty- 
five "vaccinatad" sheep were all in perfectly good condition; one 
of them, which had been designedly inoculated with an extra dose 
of the poison, having been slightly indisposed for a few hours, 
but having then recovered. The twenty-five carcasses were then 
buried in a selected spot, with a view to the further experimental 
testing of the poisonous effect produced upon the grass which 
will grow over their graves. But the result, says the reporter of 
the 7Ym€S (June 2d), "is already certain; and the agricultural 
public now know that an infallible preventive exists against the 
charbon poison, which is neither costly nor diflScult, as a single 
man can inoculate a thousand sheep in a day." I have since 
learned that this protection is being eagerly sought by the French 
owners of flocks and herds; and, if any severe epidemic of the 
same kind were to break out in this country, our own agricultu- 
rists would probably show themselves quite ready to avail them- 
selves of it. — [Popular Science monthly for December. 



SELF-ABORTION. 



BY WM. H. HARRISON, M. D. 



It is strange that some of the leading men of our profession are 
inclined to sneer at the possibility of a \voman producing self- 
abortion. It is said that Dr; J. W. McLane, who succeeds Dr. T. 
Gaillard Thomas in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, de- 
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livered a lecture last winter to a jury, as expert, upon the impossi- 
bility of self-abortion. In this he seems to me to resemble that 
class of physicians who deny the existence of oxytocics, or the 
well-established physiological effects of some other most impor- 
tant drugs, doubting the experience of others simply because on 
their probable imperfect test of perhaps inferior articles these 
drugs failed to show their reputed power. He must see for him- 
self the woman, the means, and the effect, and know personally 
from ocular demonstration that abortion has taken place as the 
effect of the means used by the woman only, before he will be- 
lieve the possibility of self- abortion. As he has never seen a 
woman produce self-abortion, and fails to believe in the experi- 
ence of others on this head, he assumes it to be an impossibility 
on a priori grounds. 

I will give the particulars of a few cases which will illustrate 
the fact that a woman can not only produce self -abortion, but can 
do so scientifically. 

In the fall of 1877 I saw Eflie D., eighteen years of age. Four 
days before my first visit she miscarried, which was followed by 
puerperal peritonitis, for which latter ti'ouble I was called to see 
her. Her elder sister gave me the following account of the case: 
Out of wedlock she had become pregnant. When three months 
gone in pregnancy she sought to produce abortion by the advice 
of an old woman, who told her to get a round stick, as large as 
she could introduce well into the vagina, round and smooth at one 
end, then introduce it and '*job" the mouth of the womb with it as 
hard as she could "stand" it, and to repeat the procedure tliree or 
four times a day until the desired effect w^as produced. After the 
third day's "jobbing" she was taken with labor-pains, and within 
eight or ten hours abortion was completed. 

The following case shows the application of scientific means to 
create self-abortion: 

In the spring of 1879 I was summoned by a servant girl in 
great haste to see Mrs. G., the wife of a railroad man, whom she 
said was in a dying condition. I found the patient unconscious, 
and while examining for a cause of her condition I noticed that 
she was having something very much like labor-pains. I in- 
quired of the servant if the patient was in the "family- way," but 
she said she didn't know, and all I could learn from the girl was 
that while in an adjoining room she heard the patient scream, and 
when she got to her she was in the unconscious state in which I 
fouud her. I was soon convinced, however, that my patient was 
having labor-pains, and at once made a digital examination; and 
you may judge of my surprise when I found what subsequently 
proved to be a small rounded piece of whalebone, ten or twelve 
inches in length, protruding from the vagina. Further examina- 
tion revealed the smaller end lying loosely in the mouth of the 
womb, which was considerably dilated. I removed the whale- 
bone and in ten or fifteen minutes the womb expelled a fetus of 
perhaps three and a half or four months. My patient soon rallied 
and became very talkative and free to explain, after the servant 
girl, who was the only otlier person in the house, left the room. 
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She explained a^ follows: Three years previously, while residing 
in Chicago, she went to full term -in her first pregnancy, and the 
child had to be taken from her in pieces. In a year she again 
became pregnant, when upon consulting her physician, the same 
who attended her before, he advised the propriety of an early 
abortion, to which she and her husband readily agreed. She was 
then about three months advanced, and the operation was per- 
formed by the physician introducing a long flexible instrument 
(perhaps a gumelastic bougie) into the womb and leaving it 
there; she lying in bed from the time of its introduction until she 
aborted. Again becoming pregnant, having left Chicago, being 
about three months advanced, and fullv determined on abortion 
she decided to undertake the operation herself. I will say just 
here that she was a woman of unusual intelligence, and knew 
more about herself than most women do about themselves. So 
she procured the piece of whalebone and prepared it very nicely; 
she then went to bed, and with the forefinger of the left hand 
found the mouth of the womb, and with the right hand succeeded 
after a while in introducing her improvised. probe. In about 
three hours she began to feel some pain, which gradually grew 
worse, and the last she remembered until **all was over" was a 
very severe pain, which seemed to extend from her womb to her 
head. 

A very common practice among the negro wenches of the 
South inducing self-abortion is by jumping from high places, 
such as a fence or a gatepost to the hard ground. I believe that a 
very large majority of self- abortions as well as all other superin- 
duced abortions are produced by the use of oxytocics, principally 
cottonroot and ergot. I think I am warranted in estimating the 
proportion of self- abortion* as at least one-third of all that are 
superinduced. — [Louisville Medical News. 



THE SIXTEEN COMMANDMENTS OF THE PARIS 

ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 



TRANSLATED BY D. C. HOLLIDAY, NEW ORLEANS. 



The Academy of Medicine in Paris has condensed into the fol- 
lowing sixteen propositions the most important hygienic rules for 
the care and management of infants. We reproduce them here 
with the sincere hope that all mothers and nurses will commit 
them to memory and observe them as faithfully as the ten com- 
mandments of Holy Writ: 

1. During the first year the only suitable nourishment for an in- 
fant is its own mother's milk, or that of a healthy wet nurse. 
Sucking should be repeated every two hours — less frequently at 
night. 

2. When it is impossible to give breast milk, either from the 
mother or a suitable nurse, cow's or goat's mil4c given tepid, re- 
duced at first one-half by the addition of water slightly sweetened, 
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and after 2 few ^etrk"* -jne -fourth onJv. is ihc next 't^e*t sabstitote. 

3- IzL T'^'^-^Z n::lji i-^ an infant always u«i.e ^la^*. or earthen irare 
ve*«e'^, n:t mc'.a-:c *'Tkv^, and alwavs oh<^rve the moM scrupulous 
deadlines* in their n.a'^a^ement, rin-^in^ iv he never u<iC<L Always 
arc 'A the c^ •>! tear* of c;«»th or sp«jn^e so frequently cmploved 
to ai>r>eA-e hiir.'jer r.r Quiel cr\:n2. 

4, Avoid c-irefiilly jt'.l th«#5e n«r<-trunr!* and conipiunds >o liberally 
adverd«e*i a*- superior t«i natural food. 

?. Never forget that artificial nourishment, whether by nursing 
bottie or <p»"-_>n 1 without the hrea^-t K increa^e^ to an alarming de- 
gree, the chances •'{ pr«>l-jc"ng ^siicknes^ and death. 

6. It is alway-s. danger- >u> to :^,ve an infant. e^p>eciallv during the 
first two months of its life, >t»i:d food ot any kind — such as bread, 
cakesw meat>, vegetables or fruiL 

7. Oniy after the >evenih ni«^nth, and when the mother s milk 
is not sufficient to nourish the child, >hoiild bn^ths be allowed. 
After the fir^t year is ended then it is appropriate to ^ve broth or 
paps made with milk and bread, dried tluur. rice, and the farina- 
ceou<i articles, to prepare for weaninsj. A chi'.d ou^ht not to be 
weaned until it has cut its tir>t 12 or 13 teeth, and then only when 
in perfect health. 

5. A child should he ^a-^heti Rr\d dressed every morning, before 
being nursed or fed. In bathing a child, temj>er the water to the 
weather, carefully cleanse the b-Kly. and especially the genital or- 
gans which require ar^eat cleanliness and care; and the head should 
be carefully freed fr«»:n all scar»s and crusts which may form. 
When the bellv-band is used, it should be kept on for at least one 
month. 

9. An infant's clothinsj should al^vay^ be vi arranged as to leave 
the limbs freeiiom of m«>tion. and not to compress any portion of 
the body. 

10. An infant's ci<.»:h:ng >;\<,>uld be studiously adapted to the 
weather: avoiding at ail times, exT>3sure to the injurious efTects of 
sudden changes in temperature without proper covering; but 
nurseries and sleeping apartments should invariably be well ven- 
tilated. 

11. An infant should not be taken into the open air before the 
fifteenth day after birth and then only in mild, fair weather. 

12. It is objectionable to have an infant sleep in the same bed 
either with its mother or nurse. 

1 7. No mother should be in too 2T«it a hurT\- to have a child 
walk: let it crawl and accustom itself to rising on its feet by climb- 
ing on article? of furniture, or assisted by the arms of a careful 
attendant. Great care should be taken in the t<.K> early use of baby- 
wagons, etc, 

14- No trifling ailments in infants, such as colics, frequent vom- 
iting, diarrhopa, coughs, etc if persistent, should be neglected — a 
physician's advice should l^ at once obtained. 

i^. In cases of suspected pregnancy, either of mother or nurse, 
the child should be weaned at once. 

id. A child ought to be vaccinated after the fitth month, or 
earlier should smallpox be prevalent — [N.O. Med. and Surg, Jour. 
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MY EXPERIENCE IN STAMMERING, AND ITS CURE. 



BY THOS. S. GAJLLAHER, M. D. 



From my earliest recollection I stammered. My parents insisted 
that I had acquired it from a neighboring lad who was my con- 
stant companion in early years; but of this I cannot speak. It 
might have been as they said. All I know is that I was a 
great stammerer for years and years, and nothing appeared to do me 
any good. The more I tried to speak the greater was my impedi- 
ment in speaking. At the age of seven, my father died and I was 
placed in a country village with an uncle who was a physician. 
My uncle was a very severe man and in his severity tried all means 
to cure me of the unfortunate habit. I was coaxed and bought, 
treated at times with kindness, and at others with severity, all to 
no purpose; finally he resorted to the rod. Of this weapon I fre- 
quently felt its stinging strokes till my back was sore and in stripes 
from its use. All the whipping and ill treatment I received on this 
account had no more effect in curing my habit than if I had been 
let alone. Indeed it served to increase the difficulty. Fear of 
stammering in the presence of my superiors appeared to lessen 
the co-ordinating influence over the muscles of articulate speech; 
hence the difficulty was increased rather than relieved. After liv- 
ing in the country nearly six years, I came to Pittsburg and re- 
mained till the great fire of 1845, ^'ith my maternal grand- parent. 
I was then 14 years old. I brought my stammering propensity 
with me. In fact I was worse than when I went to reside with 
my uncle. My grand-parent was a kind and forgiving old gentle- 
man who seldom found fault with anything, especially with me for 
my misfortune. Under his gentle care I improved somewhat in 
my method of speech. I did not fear him and therefore could 
speak in his presence without so much embarrassment. This was 
really felt as a relief. However, I still stammered badly, especially 
if made angry or- was in haste to communicate my ideas. Often 
have I wept and sorrowed at not being able to converse with my 
fellow creatures in the plain, simple style I saw others do. All 
professional callings appeared to be closed against me. All ave- 
nues for success in business circles did not seem to be open to me. 
An occupation of manual labor, which did not require the use of 
language, seemed alone suited to my condition. I would say here 
that I could sing with as free a voice as anybody, and could swear 
with as much freedom from impediment as any one could wish. 
But when I decided to communicate my thoughts in common 
language my efforts failed and I was often overwhelmed with 
shame. 

This was my condition and such were my thoughts and feelings 
till I was 18 years of age. At this period I was induced by a 
friend to join what was called at the time, a debating society. It 
was composed of a party of young men mostly, if not wholly, 
mechanics, who had united themselves in a body for mutual im- 
provement. They met weekly, had declamations, read original 
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pieces, and debated the common questions of the day. They met 
during the winter alone. 

My first effort in this society at debating was a total and com- 
plete failure. I stammered and stuttered so badly that I brought 
upon myself, I feared, everlasting disgrace. A few words of en- 
couragement however, soon healed my wounded feelings and de- 
termined me to try to regain my lost laurels. The next appoint- 
ment was for declamations. In this the success was but little bet- 
ter than the first. And so I continued from week to week, as my 
time came around, to fulfil the appointments. In a short time I 
found that I could speak with less diflficulty when perfectly free 
from all fear and confusion. The least occasion that caused con- 
fusion would at once start the impediment. After a time, on 
learning my piece perfectly by note, standing in an erect position^ 
perfectly quiet, making no gestures, fixing my eyes steadily upon 
some point above the chairman, and speaking in a loud voice as 
though the speech was addressed alone to forest trees, and not to 
men, and perfectly unconscious of any one being presejit, I was 
able to declaim with almost perfect freedom of speech. In thus 
declaiming, should the eyes be taken off the point at which they 
were directed, and glanced upon the president or any of the mem- 
bers, or should any motion of the body supervene or a single ges- 
ture be made, or any interruption of the performance occur, my 
self-reliance would leave me, confusion take its place, and a return 
of the unhappy stammering would certainly follow. This gained 
confidence in myself, threw aside all fear of speaking in public, 
and after many trials, in which there were many failures as well as. 
triumphs, finally overcame all difficulties and could speak with 
considerable fiuency and ease. In fact a cure of the stammering^ 
was effected. It required about two years to complete the cure. 
To this day I remain free from the trouble. 

The stammerer is required to hold his breath so much while 
speaking, and to respire with such regularity that the heart in time 
becomes affected with hypertrophy and dilatation due to obstructed 
circulation from irregular and spasmodic breathing. I suffered 
somewhat from this cause. 

From my individual experience I am siitisfied that the seat of 
disorder is in the nervous centers controlling the muscles of articu- 
late speech, as well as those of respiration. These centers appear 
to be influenced by the various mental operations already suggested 
by which the primer transformation of thought into language is 
interfered with. The disease is closely allied to chorea. 

I have now given my experience in stammering, and hope to 
have made plain the method of its cure. I have given it in the in- 
terest of a very large class of people who are subject to this infirmity, 
a class whose hopes and prospects have been sadly curtailed by 
the infringement upon the right of free and untrammeled speech. 

To conclude, I would repeat that the disease has its origin in fear 
and confusion of thought, and must be remedied by such exercises 
as will produce free, independent and uncontrolled speech. — [Pitts- 
burg ^lci^ical Journal. 
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REPORT ON PROGRESS OF DENTISTRY. 



BY T. A. CHANDLER, D. M. D. 



Dentistry, in its progress, seems to have come to a pause in the 
direction in which for many years it has been so active, namely, in 
operations on the teeth and the manipulation of gold, and to have 
turned back to take up again the long neglected and despised me- 
chanical methods and appliances. Some few are still at work on 
the minute microscopy of the tooth substance, and claim to have 
discovered, under the guidance of Heitzmann, a living network 
branching in every direction and penetrating the formed material, 
uniting the offshoots from the nerve substance or tooth pulps, the 
soft solids as they are often called, and explained in this way the 
mysterious sensitiveness of dentine, which has up to the present 
so puzzled all workers on the teeth, and claim to show how the 
tooth itself is built up and nourished. 

Legros and Magitot in France have investigated the tooth fol- 
licle, and their original memoir has been done into English with 
additions, fitting it for an elementary text-book, by Dr. M. S. Dean 
of Chicogo. Kingsley's Oral Deformities has been added to the 
literature ®n this side of the Atlantic, and on the other several 
books of less pretension, chiefly upon mechanical dentistry. Sev- 
eral new dental magazines have come into existence, without ad- 
ding much to the quality, but a great deal to the bulk, of the read- 
ing matter which every progressive man is expected to peruse. 
The Dental Cosmos still keeps the lead of the magazines, and 
within a short period has much improved in the quality of its 
articles. 

As was said at the outset, operative dentistry has apparently 
come to a pause in its career, and the army of practitioners is di- 
viding its force: ''Some for Paul and some for Apollos;" some are 
looking back to the old-fashioned soft foil, and the ancient methods, 
as though all that is new is vanity and "there is nothing new under 
the sun;" still others seem to think all that is old is worthless, and 
nothing of value that is not "brand new." Such adhere to the 
use of cohesive gold, or follow the leaders of the "new departure." 
whose 'gods are amalgam and other plastic materials; who declare 
that "in proportion as teeth need savings gold is the worst material 
to use;" and that "a filling may be the ^^j/ known for the tooth and yet 
leak badly.** (Italics not mine.) As long as these varying methods are 
in the hands of thoughtful men, some good may come out of the 
evil, and the pause may be but the precursor of another era of pro- 
gress. Skepticism leads to inquiry as w^ell as the bold assertion of 
startling propositions. Men will at last be brought to examine 
and compare, and he that is honestly seeking the best way for 
himself and his patients, who is not a partisan, will soon eliminate 
what of his own is faulty, and adopt what he finds good in his 
neighbor's. 

Partnership is the bane of all true progress, and the differences 
of opinion seem so far to have tended in this direction. Especially 
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B this true with regard to the advocates and opponents of the 
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Nitric Acid as a Caustic. — To prevent 
:id when used as a caustic, Dr. Speirs 
titioner, that the part to be cauterized, as 
>uld first be surrounded by a short glass 
of the size of the slough desired, and 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



NOTES ON THE PREPARATION * AND PROPERTIES 

OF SOME NEW REMEDIES. 



ParafKn Ointments and Oleates. — All cerates and ointments, 
especially those subject to becoming soon rancid, keep well if 
made up with some soft paraffin base, such as is now sold under 
the name of petrolina, or with the paraffin ointment proposed in 
the printed report of the committee of the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Association on the Revision of the United States Pharmaco- 
poeia for 1880. 

A subnitrate of bismuth ointment made up with such a base is 
considered as much better in many cases than the more commonly 
used zinc ointment. 

A series of oleates will doubtless be officinal in the United States 
Pharmacopoeia for 1880, the oleate of mercury having already been 
in use for some years. The oleates of the alkaloids, such as of 
aconitia two per cent., morphia five per cent, quinia twenty-five 
per cent, and veratria two per cent., furnish elegant methods of 
administration. 

New Poultice. — A new form of poultice has been introduced 
by a French chemist as a substitute for linseed and other ordinary 
poultices. It consists of an extract from Irish moss {Fucus crisptis) 
dried between sheets of cotton wool. For use, a pieCe or suitable 
size is cut and dipped in boiling water, until quite swollen; then 
applied to the part, and covered with the accompanying piece of 
gutta-percha sheeting. It possesses the great advantages of being 
cleanly, of not drying quiclily, of not easily slipping from its place 
and of not having any unpleasant odor, as well as of being so 
quickly and simply prepared. It is offered in packages containing 
sheets ?\y^ by eight inches and eight by thirty. 

Elastic Caustic Crayon. — Elastic crayons of nitrate of silver 
can be prepared by dipping small laminaria tents in thick mucil- 
age, and then rolling them in tlncly-powdered lunar caustic. When 
dried it makes crayon which can be introduced into a cavity with- 
out tear of breakage. Other caustics can be used in like manner. 

Castor-Oil. — Castor-oil may be so palatable that a patient will 
not recognize it, if it is made into an emulsion containing castor- 
oil Jim tinct. cardamou comp. 3iv., ol. gaultheria^ gtt. iv., pulv. 
acacia; and pulv. saccharl alb. a.i 5J., :iq. cinnamoni q. s. ad 3^^.; 
misce secundum ai tcm. (jcrman children arc even said to quarrel 
over the confection of castor-oil made into a paste with either 
about three parts of Ciuscly ^ran ila'ted sugar or two parts of comp. 
licorice powder, and lut . )ic(l w.th a little powdered cinnamon or 
grated lemon peel. 

Kooso. — K()o^'\ "V- . !' \\v^ losi certain of ta?nicides for tape- 
worm, is preparc<l, * * \^ ^ ' > is strength and in a form which 
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does not excite repugnance, by treating Jss. of fresh powdered 
IB kooso with gi. of hot castor-oil, and afterwards with Jij- of boil- 

'■ ing water by displacement, expressing and by means of the yolk 

of an egg combining the two percolates into an emulsion; adding 
gtt. xl. of ether, and flavoring with some aromatic oil. This emul- 
sion is to be taken at one dose early in the morning, after a previ- 
ous fast of nearly a day. The worm is usually expelled dead after 
about six to eight hours. 

Cinchonla and Quinia. — Cinchonia can be very acceptably 
administered in the form of a troche if accompanied by a little 
bicarbonate of soda, so as to make the mixture alkaline, and thus 
prevent its solution and taste in the mouth. Qiiinine finds a very 
good solvent in milk, which almost completely disguises its bitter- 
ness if taken in the proportion of f. gi. to the grain. This mode 
of administering quinine is of especial use with children. A solu- 
tion of quinine in glycerine made gr. i. to the f. 3i. can be given in 
a cupful of milk ^Vithout the child knowing it. 

Iron Albuminate. — An albuminate of iron has been for some 
years in use in Germany containing about five per cent of ferric 
oxide. It is a perfectly transparent, light brown liquid, nearly 
tasteless, which will keep well in cool weather for several weeks. 
It can be obtained from its solutions by precipitation with com- 
mon salt, and this when dried and powdered is again readily solu- 
ble in water. 
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Perfumed Carbolic Acid. — Perfumed carbolic acid is prepared 
from carbolic acid one part, oil of lemon three parts, alcohol of 
thirty-six degrees one-hundreth parts mixed. This mixture, which 
appears to be quite stable, has only the odor of lemon, is what has 
been known as "Lebon's perfumed carbolic acid," the formula for 
which has long been kept secret, but has now been made known 
in the Moniteur Scientifique of Paris. The antiseptic properties 
are in no way affected by the oil of lemon. 

New Disinfectant. — A new disinfectant has been introduced 
; j in Australia composed of one part of rectified oil of turpentine 

and seven parts of benzine, with five drops of oil of verbena to 
each ounce of the mixture. Its purifying and disinfecting proper- 
ly i ties are due to the power possessed by its ingredients of generat- 
ing peroxide of hydrogen or ozone Articles of clothing, furni- 
ture, wall-paper, books, and papers may be saturated with it with- 
out damage. When it has once been freely applied to any rough 
or porous surface its action persists for. an almost indefinite period. 
This may be shown readily at any tim1e by putting a few drops of 
a solution of iodide of potassium upon the surface which has been 
disinfected, when the ozone, which is being continually generated, 
will quickly liberate the iodine from the combination with the po- 
tassium, giving rise to a yellow discoloration, or a blue if boiled 
starch has been added to the iodide of potassium solution. 

• 

Suberin. — An impjilpable cork powder under the name of su- 
berin has come into use for the treatment of chapped nipples and 
other like purposes. It is dusted on after first washing the nip- 
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pie, and then covered with a gold-beater's skin, cut star-shaped, in 
the centre of which punctures are made with a npedle. When 
the child is suckled the powder is washed off with water, and the 
skin replaced, the child drawing the milk through that without 
giving pain. After each nursing the powder is dusted on again, 
and the gold-beater's skin placed over it. It is also being used for 
the chafing in children instead of lycopodium, being preferred on 
account of containing tannin, and also costing much less. 

Odorl^ess Iodoform. — The odor of iodoform is very much dis- 
guised by the presence of the volatile oils, such as peppermint and 
cloves, and also by balsam of Peru. Five to eight drops of the 
oil of fennel to the gram of iodoform is considered, however, to 
be the most effectual 

Pyrogallic Acid. — Ointment of pyrogallic acid is being used 
instead of that of chrysophanic acid in many cases with good re- 
sults. Psoriasis is,the disease for which it has been chiefly tried,, 
and the most convenient strength has been found to be that of ten 
per cent. Most of those who have tried it — for instance, Prof. 
Hebra — prefer the remedy to chrysophanic acid. They find that, 
though its action is slower, it has the advantage over the latter in 
exciting scarcely any inflammation in the part to which it is ap- 
plied, and in staining the skin but slightly, the brown color pro- 
duced by it quickly disappearing. Hebra has never yet seen any 
poisonous symptoms follow its application to the skin, although in 
his cases it could always be detected in the urine. A case has, 
however, been lately reported by Dr. A. Neisser, where a patient 
died with the symptoms of pyrogallic acid poisoning in the skin 
clinic at Breslae. One half of the body of a robust man having 
been covered with a chrysophanic acid, and the other half with a 
ten per cent, pyrogallic acid ointment, he was attacked with vom- 
iting, and died in collapse on the fourth day. The urine was dark 
brown, and had a thick sediment, which consisted of a very abun- 
dant blackish-brown substance, partly amorphous, and partly in 
the form of casts, but containing no blood cells. As the spectrum 
showed the characteristic bands of haemoglobin, and similar debris 
to that in the urine was found in the blood itself and in the renal 
tubules, there could be no doubt that it consisted of disinte- 
grated red blood corpuscles. Dr. Neisser explains its poisonous 
action by its activity for oxygen in the presence of alkalies, and 
the consequent destruction of the red blood corpuscles, which are 
the carriers of oxygen. He considers that its use had best be res- 
tricted to the head and face, while chrysophanic acid may be used 
upon the surfaces covered by the clothing. — [Boston Medical 
Journal 

Was the Thoracic Duct Injured in the Case of President 
Garfield ? — It is a curious feature in some of the criticisms and 
comments on the President's case, that, in view of the ante- 
mortem symptoms and the post-mortem examination, it should 
have been asserted that the "rapid emaciation and mal-nutrition" 
were due to a wound of the thoracic duct. As distinguished a 
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physician as Dr. Wm. Hunt says (Medical News and Abstract, 
November, 1881): **There was the origin of the thoracic duct, 
with its receptaculum chyli, right in the line ot the wound; hence, 
the rapid emaciation, and the other nutritive disturbances, further 
explained by disturbance of the sympathetic trunks and ganglia." 

The official record of the post-mortem examination (American 
Journal of the Medical Sciences, October, 18S1), shows, by state- 
ment and diagram, the track of the ball in the spinal column to 
have been by a small aperture of entrance, one-quarter of an 
inch distant from the intervertebral foramen of the twelfth dorsal 
and first lumbar vertebra, and the centre of the foramen of exit 
to lie one-half of an inch to the left of the median line. With a 
view to a determination of the exact relations of the parts, I have 
made, within the past week, two dissections at the University of 
Pennsylvania, studying with especial care the thoracic duct and 
receptaculum chyli, and the structures innnediately adjacent. 

The following is a summary of my observations: The recepta- 
culum lay in one case directly upon the median line; in the other, 
about a line to the right of the median line, closely applied to the 
body of the second lumbar vertebra, commencing in a pouch at 
its inferior border, and tapering upwards and to the right, to ter- 
minate at the thoracic duct at the lower border of the first lumbar 
vertebra. The thoracic duct then applied itself closely to the right 
crus of the diaphragm, and passed up through the aortic opening. 
The whole of this structure was efficiently protected, anteriorly 
and to the left by the abdominal aorta, and to the right by the vena 
cava. 

Spicules of bone could not then have reached it from either side, 
where it was protected by more important organs; and to have 
been injured posteriorly requires the supposition of more exten- 
sive injury to the vertebra than has been stated. 

The following summary of symptoms present in the six re- 
corded cases of wound of the thoradic duct, is given by Bradley 
("Injuries and Diseases of the Lymphatic System," London, 1879) 
and is of interest in connection with the studv of this historic 
case. 

"Hoffmann's first case was that of a woman wounded through 
the left side with a knife. Following the wound there was a copi- 
ous discharge of a spontaneously coagulating fluid, which was 
observed to be milky during digestion, and clear while the patient 
was fasting. In his second case, the eseape of chyle followed the 
opening of an abscess of the posterior mediastinum. Monro re- 
lates a case where the thoracic duct was wounded by a stab; the 
lymph escaped externally and also into the pleural cavity, inter- 
fering with the heart's action. Guiffort's case is of a similar nature. 

Bonnet gives the history of a Baron Heinden, who was 
wounded in battle by a bullet, which escaped beneath the left 
scapula. From this wound there gradually began to flow an ex- 
cessive quantity of lymph, *tanta in copia effluxises, ut non solum 
lintea quintuplicata, indusium lodicesque imbuerit, sed quoque 
limbos inundaverit' The patient lived for several months, dying 
at last of exhaustion." 
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In Quinck's case, "the pleural cavity became so full of extra- 
vasated lymph that paracentesis had to be performed to prevent 
suffocation, from which, indeed, the patient eventually died." 

It will be seen from the above, that a stillicidum of lymph, gen- 
erally in great quantities, is the invariable attendant of wounds of 
this nature. The fact that this symptom was wanting, so far as 
we know, in the President's case, precludes, w'ith even greater 
certainty than the anatomical considerations, the possibility of any 
injury to this most important organ. — [Howard Atwood Kelly, 
M. D., in Medical News. 

Cold Water Enemeta in Diarrhceas of Children. — In 
the American Journal of the Medical Sciences, No. 151, for 
July, 1878, (page I33)» Dr- Michael J. B. Messemer, gives an arti- 
cle entitled "Cold Water Enemata as a Therapeutic Agent in 
Chronic Diarrhoea," in which he cites a number of cases, show- 
ing its remarkable efficacy. I was immediately impressed with 
the idea that said treatment deserved a thorough trial; one of the 
reasons being the fact that our therapeutical knowledge of astrin- 
gents, etc., in these cases, was not sufficient, for, do what I could, 
some cases remained in statu quo or died. Children are by far the 
greater sufferers;- and when called to one I felt frequently as if I 
wished some brother who was pining for a case had the call. I 
had been in the habit of using enemas of starch and opium, and 
since it had been of benefit, the idea that a vehicle lighter than 
starch, which at the same time cooled the surface of the inflamed 
mucous membrane of the bowel, would be very good, came to me, 
knd I heartily thanked Dr. Messemer for extending a helping 
hand to one very frequently in the "slough of despond." Now, 
I have since first reading that article, used enemas of cold water, 
and cold water with tinct. opium, and the results have been such 
that I feel it my duty to send in this article; it having failed only 
in cases where my patient was beyond recovery, or when attend- 
ants failed to use as directed. I will cite a few cases: 

Cask i. — J. S., male, aged two and a half years; had had diar- 
rhoea for several months, and I was called September ist, 1879. 
I found the child suffering from chronic diarrhoea, with all the at- 
tendant symptoms. I advised an enema of cold water after each 
action, first injecting then pressing on the abdomen gently until 
the water was passed; then injecting again. This, with a strict 
regulation of diet, and a course of tonics, he being much debilita- 
ted, formed the treatment. This course, followed with remarka- 
ble perseverence, cured the child in a few weeks. Case had been 
treated with everything in materia medica generally found useful 
in such cases, but was gradually giving away, when above plan 
was used. 

Case 2. — Called December 31st, 1879, to G., male, aged three 
years. Found a case of acute dysentery. His father had ex- 
hausted every domestic remedy, having used both castor oil and 
salts, with tinct. opium, and a host of teas informant knows not 
of; still the child had dysenteric discharges with tormina, tenesmus, 
etc. I advised the use of cold water and tinct. opium (laudanum 
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3j. to Oss water), as an enema, telling him to use the syringe after 
each dejection, immediately. I also left a prescription of sub. nit 
bismuth, etc., to be used if the injections failed. But the dysen- 
teiy yielded at once, and nothing was given per orem. 

Case 3. — Called to a family where two ladies and two children 
were suffering with dysenter>% cases running from eight to ten 
days to within two days of the time I was summoned. Dr. M., 
physician in charge, had exhausted every remedy he possessed 
any knowledge of, and still the trouble continued. I advised the 
cold water and laudanum, as above, in all four cases, and I did not 
visit either of the cases a second time, for they began at once to 
get better, and were soon convalescent. 

Now, with Dr. Messemer, I am not in favor of discarding eve- 
rything else, and trusting cold water alone; but I beg physicians 
everywhere to try the above, assuring them that they will benefit 
many cases otherwise incurable. Read Dr. Messemer's article; it 
will repay all trouble and expense. 

Of course, in treating either of the above troubles it is abso- 
lutely necessary' to clear the bowel of accumulations of faeces, etc. 

The greatest trouble will be in getting mothers to diet the pa- 
tient properly. With these remarks, and a repeated request to try 
cold water, I close an article already too long. — [Medical and Sur- 
gical Reporter. 

[We presume the writer does not mean to say in the above that 
the entire quantity of the water (Oss.) containing 3j. of laudanum 
was injected in a child three years old, but he should be more ex- 
plicit. — Ed. Record.] 

Explosive Mixtures. — Medical men but rarely pretend to be 
good chemists, for it would require longer devotion to chemistry 
than the average medical student can afford; thus can it be mar- 
veled at when we see formulas and prescriptions that if dispensed 
according to the wishes of the prescribes would result in an in- 
compatible combination and often explosive compounds! Think- 
ing it not ill placed to perhaps refresh the memory of the profes- 
sion regarding such mixtures, especially explosive mixtures, we 
have selected some examples, and formulas that when combined in 
certain proportions become dangerous and in many instances have 
ended seriously; they are examples that have been experimented 
with, some intentionally, while others were prescribed by a badly 
informed physician and dispensed by a very incompetent drug- 
gist. 

I Chlorate of potash, powdered galls, tannic acid. M. Ft. 
pulvis. — ^To be used for a gargle. The powders should be mixed 
separately with water and not rubbed all together. ' , 

2. Chlorate of potash and pulv. catechu. — ^This combination is 
intended as a dentifrice. It however should not be dispensed 
alone. If other combinations are made, the danger is averted. 

3. Chlorate of potash, hypophosphite of soda and w^ater. — If 
the salts are rubbed together, they will explode, but if dissolved 
separately in the water and mixed, no harm results. 
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4. Chlorate of potash, tannic acid, glyc< 
If the tannin, chlorate of potash and s 



, chlorate of potash and glycerir 
gether an explosion ensues, but if the acid is firs 

flycerin and the chlorate of potash in the wate 
arm follows. 

5. Chlorate of potash, Tr. ferri chlor. and 
ounce of each. 

This combination, so often used, when put toge 
proportions, is very liable to explode, especially il 

6. Soda chlor. z dr.: antimon. sulph. aurat 20 

This combination, if even gently triturated, is ..^..-.^ l„ ...,.»,..^ 
■with a crackling noise. 

7. Lac. sulphuris 3 gr., antimon. sulph. aurat. ^ gr., zinci valer. 
2 gr., potass, chlor. z gr. M. Ft. Pulvis, Make 10 alike. 

Potash permanganate, when associated with any readily oxid- 
jzable substance Bueh as glycerin, explodes. 

8. Chromic acid 10 gr., glycerin i dr. 

This mixture is liable to explode, unless the glycerin is added to 
the acid drop by drop. 

Iodine and ammonia form a very powerful explosive agent 
when combined, unless some water is introduced into the mixture, 
which seems to retard the development of nitrogen iodide, upon 
which the explosive properties depend. 

9. Iodine gss., linim, camph. co., linim. saponis aagii. M. F. 
Linim. 

This combination exploded once in the hands of a pharmacist 
from the iodine and the ammonia in the liniment camph. co. com- 
ing in contact. 

10. Acidi nitrici; acidi muriatici; Tr. nucis vom., aa gij. M. 
This prescription was once ordered by a physician, and explo- 
ded after several hours. 

11. Acid, nitro-mur., Jj, Tr. cardamomi Jss M. 

Also this combination was the result once of a serious injury. 
— [Pacific Medical Journal. 

Is There a Specific Urethritis ? — In a "special article" in the 
September number of the New York Medical Journal and Obste- 
trical Review, Dr. P. Albert Morrow handles the question of the 
specific or non-specific nature of gonorrhcea. After a fair state- 
ment of close analysis of the arguments for and against specificity, 
he concludes that the position of the virulists rests altogether upon 
pure hypothesis, and is wholly untenable, while all the facts — ex- 
perimental, clinical and pathological — are overwhelmingly in favor 
of the non-specific character of gonorrheal inflammation. When 
we apply the gauge of specificity to gonorrhcea it corresponds to 
none of the conditions of an undoubtedly specific inflammation. 
No artificial production of any disease belonging to this group is 
possible; a specific disease is the product alone of a specific poi- 
son. Gonorrhcea, on the contrary, may be due to a variety of 
causes — contagious, irritant (mechanical or chemical), diathetic, 
etc. Again, in all specific diseases there is between the time of 
infection and the first expression of the disease a period of incu- 
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bation. No incubation, properly so called, characterizes gonor- 
rhoea. A drop of this same gonorrhoeal pus, which may require 
two or three days to excite suppuration of the urethra, will de- 
velop such effect in a few hours when applied to the conjunctiva, 
showing that the so-called incubation depends not upon the quality 
of the exciting cause, but upon the susceptibility of the mucous 
membrane. Another distinctive peculiarity of this group is that 
a single attack of the disease confers almost complete security 
from another attack — a peculiarity precisely the opposite of what 
is observed of gonorrhoea. The morbid poison of a specific in- 
flammation, once in action, continues until the textual predisposi- 
tion to its special stimulus is exhausted. The patient is incapable 
of regenerating the poison or of being affected by it when ex- 
posed anew. Both of these conditions are negatived in the clini- 
cal history of gonorrhoea. Finally, speciBc inflammation deter- 
mines special pathological changes ana demands special treatment. 
Identical pathological processes are met with in urethritis from 
causes, and the most radical of virulists treat all urethral inflamma- 
tions alike. — [Mississippi Valley Medical Monthly. 

Select Formulae for Ingrovring Toe-Nails. — Cut a notch 
about the shape of a V in the end of the nail, about one-quarter of 
the width of the nail distant from the ingrowing side. Cut down 
as nearly to the quick as possible, and one-third the length of the 
nail. The pressure of the boot or shoe will tend to close the open- 
ing you have made in the nail, and thus affords relief. Allow the 
ingrowing portion of the nail to grow without cutting it until it 
gets beyona the flesh. 

To keep the flesh from the nail will effect a cure. A strip of 
lint covered with simple cerate may be carefully inserted between, 
the nail and flesh. But prompt recovery will most generally at- 
tend the use of collodion, painted over the sore, part with a camel's 
hair brush. 

Make a bridge of muslin from the great toe to the third, and 
allow the middle toe to rest on the bridge; 'this effectually removes 
the pressure from the great toe, and the parts eventually get 
well. 

Do not remove any portion of the nail; let the patient wear a 
roomy shoe; once or twice a week scrape the entire surface of the 
nail lightly, pack a bit of cork or pledget of lint, by means of a 
fine knife-blade, under the corner of the nail, and let the entire 
nail, corners included, grow out clear of the toe, when it may be 
trimmed by cutting it off square. With a little patience and per- 
severance a radical cure may be expected. 

After trimming the nail so as not to wear the stocking, scrape 
a narrow strip on. the top of the nail from the skin to the front 
edge, as thin as possible; then cut out a V shaped piece in the 
centre of the edge, with the point of the V running in the thin 
scraped place just far enough not to draw blood. This, repeated 
once a week, has proved a permanent cure in every case tried, 
and has the advantage of being done by the patient at home. — [St. 
Louis Eclectic Med. Jour. 
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Supra- Pubic Operation for Lithotomy. — Dr. Petersen 
(Archiv. fur Klin. Chir., Band XXN. S 752) considers that the 
dangers of the high operation for stone, which consist in injury of 
the peritoneum and infiltration of urine, may be prevented by 
modern methods of operation. He has found, by observation on 
eleven bodies, that when Braune's method is followed by the 
gradual distention of the rectum, the full bladder is dragged 
further forward and. upright, and the peritoneum thus rises con- 
siderably with its anterior fold, much more so than when this is 
not the case. Petersen, therefore, has recently always operated 
in such a manner that he not only fills the bladder to the utmost, 
but the rectum also, by the introduction of a rectal tube, and the 
gradual injection of water the same heat as the body, so as to 
dilate it. In his last two operations, Petersen did not even see the 
peritoneum; while in his earlier operations he was obliged to push 
it upward. He considers that the danger of infiltration of urine 
may be overcome by careful suture of the bladder with fine cat- 
gut, under complete antiseptic precautions. 

The special indications for the high operation he sets out as fol- 
lows: I, The presence of a large hard stone. 2, Encapsuled 
stone. 3, Stone in diverticula, behind the prostate gland. 4, En- 
largement of the prostate gland. 5, Haemorrhoids. 6, Fat sub- 
jects. 7, Tumors of the bladder. 8, Impermeable stricture (with 
the assistance of posterior catheterization.) — [London Medical 
Record. 



Temperature of Sleeping- Rooms. — Dr. Horace Dobell, of 
London, in his excellent work, "Winter Cough," makes remarks 
on the temperature of bed-rooms, that are so appropriate that I 
will quote them. He says: "But before leaving the subject of 
sudden changes of temperature, I must not forget to speak of 
sleeping-rooms. It is quite astonishing what follies are committed 
with regard to the temperature of sleeping-rooms. On what pos- 
sible ground people justify the sudden transition from the hot sit- 
ting-room to a wretched cold bed-room, which may not have had 
a fire in it for weeks or months, it is impossible to say; but it is 
quite certain that the absurd neglect of properly warming bed- 
rooms is a fruitful source of all forms of catarrh. We cannot too 
much impress this upon our patients." For those who do not 
become warm quickly after they go to bed, during cool or damp 
weather, the bed-clothes should be warmed by a hot smoothing- 
iron, or a warming bed-pan, before they retire for the night. This 
warming operation may be necessary even if there has been a fire 
in the sleeping-room all day. If a patient is subject to profuse 
night sweats the dampened bed-clothes should on each morning 
be removed from the bed, and fresh, well dried cotton clothes 
(linen sheets and pillow cases should be eschewed) supplied in 
their stead. If the perspiration has been slight, the htd sheets 
alone may be all that require removal, or even those may be so 
slightly dampened that their being placed before a grate fire will 
be sufficient to dry them for the next night's use. — Dr. Rumbold's 
Hygiene of Catarrh. — [Independent Practitioner. 
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The Bacillus Leprae. — ^The recent descriptions of Neisser, 
Eklund and others, of the bacillus leprae, first observed by Hansen, 
have awakened widespread interest in the pathology of leprosy. 
Dr. I. Hermann, of this city (Baltimore), has been able to detect 
the presence of the bacillus in leprous tissue, and to confirm the 
discoveries of the above-named authors. Sections exhibiting the 
bacillus were shown at the recent meeting of the American Der- 
matological Association at Newport Since then, Dr. Bermann 
has improved his methods of preparation and investigation, and is 
now able to demonstrate the bacillus to perfection. His results 
were shown at a recent meeting of the Baltimore Clinical Society. 
The directions given by Neisser for detecting the little organisms 
enable one to recognize them, but not with satisfaction. Weigert's 
methods for investigating bacteria answer the purpose perfectly. 
The aflBnity of the bacillus leprae for the aniline violet staining 
fluid is remarkable. By immersing the stained sections in oil of 
cloves for forty-eight hours, the violet color is removed almost 
completely from the tissues, leaving the bacilli stained dark purple 
and presenting sharp outlines. It remains very difficult to see 
them, however, even after this preparation, and objectives of high 
power (with small angle) must be employed. By using, as a con- 
denser, an objective of about one-quarter inch, for illumination, 
they come out with splendid definition. The bacilli are mostly to 
be found in the protoplasm of .the cells, but may be seen else- 
where. Sections thus prepared and examined will satisfy the 
most incredulous. Dr. Bermann has been the first in this countrv, 
we believe, to detect the bacillus, and will shortly publish his ob- 
servations in full. — [Med. News. 

"What Constitutes a Good Physician. — A writer in The 
Spectator, says: "A man can hardly be a good physician without 
having a considerable share of native scientific ability; and he 
should also have much of the artist's sensibility to form, color, and 
expressive motion. The physician, besides actual accomplish- 
ments, of which he is likely to have quite enough outside his voca- 
tion, is often the most agreeable and well-informed man in the 
world, in his very large circle. And everything conspires at pres- 
ent to compel or invite the widening of his horizon. To be a 
really good physician a man must be a psychologist. This does 
not mean that if he finds in a case of insomnia no obvious cause 
for the patient's disorder, he should ask the unfortunate man if he 
has anything on his conscience, embezzlement, for instance. It is 
well known that Lord Eldon, when plain John Scott, and the 
lady whom he married, were lovers all their lives. Early in the 
honeymoon Mrs. Scott fell ill in a strange village, and the local 
practitioner was sent for. Having, after the usual routine, failed 
to make out what was the matter with this beautiful lady, he said: 
"I am afraid, ma'am, there is something on your mind. You are 
not happy with your husband!" This was bad practice. There 
is but little necessity to allude to the dismissal of that doctor. The 
anecdote only illustrates, in passing, the sense in which the physi- 
cian must not be a psychplogist." — [Mich. Med. NeWs. 
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Bromide Ammonia in Cholera. — Dr. E, Halsey Wood, in 
the Michigan Medical News, May 10, after sketching the phe- 
nomena of cholera, says of the Bromide of Ammonia: "It energizes 
the ganglia and restores innervation, and all the evidences of de- 
ranged function disappear under its influence. It is as specific in 
the mild as it is in the severe degree of gangliasihenia, and thus 
not only exhibits its potency but proves that the shape of disease 
assumed is due to different degrees of the same condition." In 
proof of his assertions the doctor describes a case each of diarrhoea, 
cholera morbus, cholera infantum, and Asiatic cholera, in which 
this remedy was successfully employed, and concludes with the 
assurance that it "is absolutely certain in its action. The adminis- 
tration of a dose imparts the sweet consciousness that it can be 
relied on to perform the assigned duty without failure in all cases. 
— [New York Medical Times. 

CoUyrium for Dissolving Metallic Foreign Bodies from 
the Cornea. — Dr. Rodriguez reports the following case, (Revista 
de Sciencias Medicas, Oct. 25, 1881): A blacksmith, aged eighteen 
years, while forging a piece of iron, received in his left eye a small 
splinter of the metal, which remained there incrusted in spite of 
all attempts to remove it. The following wash was then employed: 
Rose water, 90 grm.; Iodine, .05 grm.; Iodide of Potass., .05 grm.; 
the result was extremely satisfactory. The particle of metal was 
transformed into a soluble iodide of iron, and all traces of the for- 
eign body had disappeared. The cornea regained its normal con- 
dition, and vision remained unaffected. — [Jour, de Med. de Paris. 

Dyspepsia Caused by Tight Lacing. — Dyce Duckworth, 
M. D., in The Practitioner, says: "I find many cases of dyspep- 
sia in women yield quickly to the use of proper stays. Again and 
again I have known chronic vomiting in young girls to be due 
solely to tight stays. Palpitation and dyspnoea, not due to anasmia, 
are nrequently caused by bad stays. The worst cases naturally 
occur in young women who are inclined to embonpoint, and 
whether this be constitutional or aggravated, as is that condition 
by anaemia, the obese tendency commonly both adds to the com- 
pression and gives cause to the wearer to increase her troubles in 
the efforts to retain (what she conceives to be) shapely propor- 
tions. 

Improvement in Hypodermic Injection. — Dr. Mason rec- 
ommends the following as the best way of dealing with the piston 
of the hypodermic syringe when its packing gets worn and loose 
so that it does not work readily. Remove the small nut at the 
end of the piston and take half of the packing off (it is usually in 
two parts) and place between them a piece of chamois skin. Cut 
it round leaving it somewhat larger than the packing. It will 
absorb water, swell, and completely fill the barrel. A trial of this 
will convince the most skeptical of its value over all other devices 
to do away with the most annoying feature connected with the 
use of the syringe. — [Medical Times and Gazette. 
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SOIENTIFIO ITEMS. 

Is there Life in other Planets ? — This question, so often 
mooted of late, appears to be answered in the affirmative by the 
discoveries of the eminent geologist, Dr. Hahn. In meteoric 
stones, and especially in the class called chondrites, on account of 
the peculiar spherical enclosures found in them, he has recently 
observed an entire series of organic remains.- By a laborious pro- 
cess of grinding tiown and polishing these fragments, he suc- 
ceeded in producing a large number of thin laminae or delicate 
stone shavings, which he subjected to a careful series of investi- 
gations under the most powerful microscopes He has recently 
published a book on this; subject, containing on thirty-two plates 
more than one hundred representations of these laminae of mete- 
orites, every one of which contains different forms and figures, 
which Dr. Hahn positively identifies, not as mineralogical but as 
organic, and, in fact, as zoological formations belonging to the 
different classes of sponges, corals and crinoids. These pictures, 
which have been reproduced from the original laminaj by pho- 
tography without any alterations or additions by a draughtsman, 
must cause great surprise to every geologist and palaeontologist, 
who will at once recognize the structure of well-known coral 
types on several of the plates. The majority of the meteorites 
containing these forms are part of the celebrated great meteoric 
fall of Knyahinya, in Hungary, which took place on the 9th of 
June, 1866. — [Drug. Circular. 

To Hasten the Germination of Cotton Seed. — A discovery 
of some importance has been made respecting cotton seed. Pro- 
fessor Thomas Taylor, who had been asked by the Agricultural 
Department of the United States to report on the position of the oil 
cells in cotton seed, found that one series was situated near the outer 
surface and another immediately surrounding the germinating 
point. Finding the seed thus protected, he experimented as to the 
effect of sulphuric acid of commercial strength upon the seed, and 
proved that while the cotton adhering to the seed was destroyed, 
the outer shell was not visibly affected, and that after washing and 
planting the seeds germinated six days earlier than seeds not so 
treated. This treatment facilitates the expression of the oil, and it 
is proposed to endeavor to remove from the sulphuric acid the 
glucose formed by the solution of the cotton. — [Gardeners' Chroni- 
cle. 

To Preserve Iron from Rust. — M. Ventura Serra, after many 
years of experiment and observation, having noticed tliat knives 
used in cutting plants belonging to the family of Euphorbiaccaj 
did not rust, is led to recommend for this purpose an alcoholic so- 
lution of gum (resin of) euphorblum. This, when applied to steel, 
iron or copper, forms a thin, uniform, and vcr}- adherent layer, 
which effectually protects the metal. Experinienls with copper 
immersed in sea-water — a ship's sheathing — were followed by 
gratifying results. — [Druggists' Circular. 
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Tongues and Gizzards. — A recent English writer says: The 
common snail sets forth to ravage our gardens equipped with 150 
rows of stout serrated teeth. The whole palate contains about 
21,000 teeth, while a full-grown slug has over 26,000 of these 
silicious spikes. The whelk has a ribbon-like tongue, contained in 
a probocis, with which it bores holes in the shells of the mollusks 
which form its food. Tlie tongue has strong, saw-like teeth on 
the edges, with rows of finer ones between. In some mollusks 
the tongue resembles a tassellated pavement, with a tooth in the 
centre of each lozenge-shaped compartment,. But although the 
palatal system of the snails forms a most powerful and efficient 
apparatus for triturating their food, it more closely resembles the 
gizzard of birds than the teeth of quadrupeds, and it is in the class 
of fishes that we find the first examples of true teeth, set in a bony 
socket and ranged at the opening of the alimentary canal. At 
what time the fashion of wearing teeth came in we have no means 
of ascertaining. If, however, the Darwinian theory be correct, at 
some enormously remote period of time some lucky animal de- 
veloped the new weapon by a series of fortunate variations, and 
its possession gave to him and his posterity such a "pull" over 
their competitors that they were able to set the fashion, which has 
lasted to the present day. — [Jour, of Chem. 

A Ne"w Gaseous Disinfectant. — M. Peyrusson has commu- 
nicated to the Academic des Sciences the result of a series of ex- 
periments made with the fumes of nitrous ether. From these it 
has been demonstrated that they possess a most manifest disin- 
fectant and anti-putrid action. 

In addition to the trials made with it in the laboratory, it has 
been employed in the hospitals of Limoges. This agent has suc- 
cessfully purified the wards. It has also been used to preserve 
cadavers. 

This ether offers another a«[ vantage: Its odor is mild, agreeable 
and entirely inoffensive. — [Monthly Review of Medicine and 
Surgery. 

What is Sulphur ? — Less than a hundred years ago this ques- 
tion was answered by Stahl as /follows: Sulphur consists of oil of 
vitriol (sulphuric acid) combined with combustible essence. Sul- 
phur can be made out of sulphuric acid, he said, by heating it with 
charcoal dust, because the latter contains the combustible essence 
or being. But this combustible essence had not been isolated and 
obtained in a free state, which seemed to puzzle some of the 
skeptics of that day, and led them to deny the existence of oil of 
vitriol in the sulphur. — [Ibid. 

Cosmical Hail. — M. Shevedoff*, a Russian scientist, advances 
the remarkable hypothesis that hail is of cosmical origin, and cap- 
tured by our world in its journey through space in the same man- 
ner that meteorites are attracted to our planet. He does not, how- 
ever, explain why the heat generated when the hail-stones strike 
our atmosphere does not melt them. — [Ibid. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULE. 



Absorbent Cotton. — The American Journal of Pharmacy says: 
Take of the best quality of carded cotton batting, any desired 
quantity, and boil it with a 5 per cent, solution of caustic potassa 
or soda for one-half hour, or until the cotton is entirely saturated 
with the solution, and the alkali has saponified all oily matter. 
Then wash thoroughly, to remove all soap, and nearly all alkali; 
press out the excess oif water, and immerse in a 5 per cent, solu- 
tion of chlorinated lime for 15 or 20 minutes; again wash, first 
with a little water, then dip in water acidulated with hydrochloric 
acid, and thoroughly wash with water; press out the excess of 
water, and again boil for i5^or 20 minutes in a 5 per cent solution 
of caustic potass; now wash well, dipping in the acidulated 
water and washing thoroughly with pure water. Afterwards 
press out and dry quickly. — [Ex, 

Pruritus Vulvae. — In the acute stage of pruritus accompany- 
ing vulvitis, emollient applications are, of course, indicated. 
Starch poultices (not linseed, for this decomposes too easily), 
lotions of infusion of belladonna, aconite, or poppy-heads, or of a 
weak solution of bromide of potassium or of chloral (three grains 
to the ounce), may be used. They should be hot rather than cold. 
Washes of corrosive sublimate of one-per-cent. strength may be 
eniployed when the stage of acute inflammation is passed. 

Fifty parts perfectly neutral glycerole of starch, containing one 
part of tne following substances, tannin, calomel, extract of bella- 
donna, or oil of cade, according to circumstances, may be used 
with advantage. Now and then light cauterizations with nitrate 
of silver prove advantageous. Revillout has occasionally found 
that the insertion of slices of citron between the vulva will allay 
the itching. In chronic cases Dr. Gueneau de Mussy anoints the 
vulva night and morning with the following — 

R Glycerol, amyli, Jj, 

Potassii bromidi ) 

Bismuthi subnit. [ ^^ ^^' ^^^' 

Hydrarg. chlor. mite gr. x, 

Ext. belladonnas gr. v. 

M. The vulva} are to be washed^ with a dilute solution of 
borax containing a little emollient, as starch. 

Delioux de Savignac follows the lotion just mentioned with a 
powder : 

B Pulv. lycopodii Jj, 

** bismuthi subnit jiss, 

" radicis belladonnae jss. 

M. In very rebellious cases, hip-baths, each containing two to 
three drachms of corrosive sublimate, first dissolved in dilute alco- 
hol, may be employed. — Med. Times. 
3 
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i;jh| For Itching. — The late Dr. Tilbury Fox, (in Practitioner) in- 

sisted particularly on the use of soothing remedies in various forms 
f-jl of skin disease where there was irritation to be allayed. These 

fill may consist of substances in the state of powder, as the carbonate 

1^1 and oxide of zinc, bismuth, chalk, etc., suspended in water, to 

which a little glycerine has been added. Glycerine when so used 
must be the best and purest, free from fatty acids, and must be 
well diluted. Pure glycerine undiluted is an irritant, freely diluted 
with water is an emollient, and the best remedy we have for that 
j J dry and fissured state of the cuticle occurring in the hands and 

face and legs during frost or when east winds are prevalent. The 
same softening effect is produced when glycerine and starch are 
combined in the glycerinum amyli of the Pharmacopoeia, the starch 
here serving both to dilute the glyceqne and also to impart its own 
demulcent properties. — [Monthly Review of Med. ana Pharmacy. 



Injection Brou. — The following is given as formula for this 
famed gonorrhoea injection: sulphate of zinc, eight grams; acetate 
of lead, fifteen grains; tincture of catechu, two drachms; aqeous 
tincture of opium, three ounces. The formula of the aqueous 
tincture of opium is known to but few pharmacists, and it is, there- 
fore, not easily obtained. It is, however, not impossible that a 
dilution of tincture of opium would answer all purposes. — [Monthly 
Review. 

The Bromides. — Dr. Sequin thus prescribes the bromides — 

B Potassii bromidi 3jss. 

Aqua, f^vij. 

A teaspoonful contains fifteen grains of the salt. 
Another formula which he often employs is: 

B Ammonii bromidi 3ss. 

Potassii bromidi 5j. 

Aquae ^Svij. M. 

Of this solution also a teaspoonful contains fifteen grains of the 
salts. — [Medical Times. 

Formulae Used in the New York Hospital — For external use. 

ANTISEPTIC SOLUTIONS. 

Sol. acid carbolic 1-20 water. 

Sol. acid carbolic 1-30 water. 

Sol. acid carbolic 1-40 water. 

Sol. acid boracic 1-30 

Sol. thymol i-iooo 

Distilled water is preferred; it will make a clearer solution than 
ordinary water. 

WARD GARGLE. 

B Tannin 3 ss 

Sol. potassii chlorat. sat ^ viij 

M. 
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carbolic spray. 

R Sodii bicarb., 

Sodii biborat aa 3 j 

Acidi carbolici gr* xl 

Glycerine 3vij 

Aquae ad gviij 

M. 

MURIATE OF AMMONIA WASH. 

R Ammonii chloridi 5 ss 

Tinct. opii ad 5 j 

Aquae Oij 

M. 

Churchill's tincture of iodine. 

R lodinii 5 j 

Potassii iodidi 3 ij 

Aquae destill., 

Alcohol aa f. § ij 

parasiticide. 

R Acidi carbol grs. x 

Ungi. hydrarg nitrat, 

Sulphur, precip aa 3 j 

Ungt. simplicis , § j 

stimulating lotion. 

R Arnicae tinct m xx 

Spts. rosmarin m x\ 

Aq. dest 3 J 

CARBOLIZED VASELINE. 

R Vacelinae 5 xx 

Acid, carbolic, crystal 5 j 

Melt each separately and mix. 

OrNTMENT OF CHRYSOPANIC ACID CONCENTRATED. 

R Acid, chrysophanic 5 j 

Ung. simplicis ^ \y 

Melt the ointment, and while hot add the acid, stirring till dis- 
solved. 

OINTMENT OF SALICYLIC ACID. 

R Pulv. acid, salycilic 3 j 

Vaselinae § j 

CHLORATE OF POTASSA MIPTURE. 

R Ammon. muriat.. 

Potass, chlorat aa 3 j 

Ext. glycyrrh 3 ss 

Aquae cinnam ad 3 ^v 

Dose, a tablespoonful. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

OUR JOURNAL FOR 1882. 

We are pleased to announce to the friends of The Record 
that while very few have discontinued the Journal the present 
year, that many additions to our list are coming in, and that the 
outlook for the future is very encouraging. We trust that our 
subscribers will work for the Journal. A kinS word aptly spoken 
will often be sufficient to procure us a new subscriber. 

We trust also that our friends will write for us. Will be 
especially thankful for short, practical items, facts, formulsE and 
reports of cases. 



Brearley's Systematizer. — This is a new and convenient 
diary for keeping memoranda of office work. There is a place 
and a page for every day in the year, where slips or memoranda 
of any kind may be deposited, and so arranged as may be quickly 
and readily found. It will last for many years, and is certainly an 
unique and happy device for facilitating and systematizing office 
work. Price, I3.50. Address W. H. Brearley, Detroit, Mich, 

Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co. — We acknowledge the receipt, 
in due time, of the beautiful card of the above staunch and excel- 
lent house of Detroit, extending to the managing editor of The 
Record the compliments of the season. We warmly appreciate 
the token, and reciprocate the kind wishes of our friends so ele- 
gantly and courteously tendered. 

Allen & Masser — Pharmaceutical Chemists. — We ask 
special attention to the advertisement of this excellent house in the 
present issue of our Journal. 

J. Bradfjleld, Druggist, Atlanta. See the advertisement of 
this house, in our Journal, which makes a specialty of Physicians' 
Supplies. Dr. Bradfield's long connection with the drug busi- 
ness, and his extensive acquaintance throughout the Southern 
States, his accommodating disposition and his great energy as a 
business man, will doubtless secure for his house a liberal share of 
the patronage in his line. 

Kidder & Laird. — An advertisement of this excellent house 
may be seen in the present issue of this Journal. 
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ASSOCIAIION OF AMERICAN MEDICAL COLLEGES. 

Some very hard things are now being said of the American 
Medical Colleges. To instance the subjoined remarks in "Gil- 
lard's Medical Journal," copied in the St. Louis "Clinical Record," 
and indorsed by the editor of that Journal as a correct report of its 
history. 

We copy the extract without further comment than to say that 
we never abused the Association, although we did not regard the 
plans adopted as the best to accomplish the important objects 
sought. We always favored, and still favor higher education, and 
have urged our brethren of the press to unite their efforts in en- 
couraging the profession to this end. It was the design of the 
College with which we are connected to unite with the Associa- 
tion, but when we became aware that the pledges assumed by its 
members were not in every instance faithfully observed, even by 
some who boasted of their connection with it — using it to the dis- 
paragement of the nonaffiliated schools, among which are a 
number of the best institutions in the country — we hesitated and 
finally declined to make the connection. 

The following is the extract alluded to: 

"The readers of this journal (Clinical Record) are well aware 
of its long entertained doubt as to the reliability and efficiency of 
this organization. It was organized chiefly through the action of 
the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, which, though re- 
ceiving from year to year the honor of its presidency, has con- 
spicuously refused to sustain it. It was god -fathered by the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons of New York, which has long 
since abandoned it. And it was dry-nursed awhile by Bellevue, 
which has repudiated it. 

"Through several years of unsteady and feeble existence, it has 
tottered along, repudiated by many, ridiculed by more, and dis- 
trusted even^by its alleged supporters. Its downfall has been pre- 
dicted by this journal almost as often as its inefficiency has been de- 
monstrated. And now what is the last manifestation of its vitality, 
reliability and genuineness? It met once at Richmond, Va., when 
the JefTerson Medical College declined any longer the honor of its 
Presidency!! New officers. Dr. J. M. Bodine, of Kentucky, Presi- 
dent; Dr. Briggs, of Nashville, Vice-President, and Dr. Leartus 
Connor, Secretary (all excellent gentlemen), were elected; it then 
hopelessly adjourned, and never succeeded again in obtaining a 
quorum; and the last abortive effort at a meeting was adjourned sub- 
ject to the call of the President!! When o^ie remembers what this 
noisy and curious little body promised to do, what its fulminatioin 
and resolutions and fuss have been, and reads now of the pitiable 
result, he can only exclaim, monies parturiunt et naciturridiculus mus P' 
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PAMPHLETS, ETC, 

Spiritualism at the Church Congress, by M. A. (Oxon), 
author of "Psychography," "Spirit Identity," "Higher Aspects of 
Spiritualism," etc., with advice and information for enquirers, and 
some additions by the American publishers. Price, 10 cents. — 
Religio-Philosophical Journal, Chicago. 

A little work of 37 pages, containing a discussion in the Church 
Congress, an assembly of clergy and laity of the Established 
Church of England, at its late meeting at New Castle on Tyne. 

This pamphlet will be likely to attract the attention of the clergy 
and intelligent Christian men who, whatever views they may have 
j of the phenomena of spiritualism, are frequently insulted or dis- 

gusted at the very threshold of their investigations of this strange 
subject by the manifest hatred and bitter opposition toward the 
Christian Church which characterizes a large portion of the litera- 
ture of the Spiritualists of this country. 

Now that the truth of the phenomena has been recognized by 
certain prominent scientists in Germany, and that certain fair 
minded writers, as Watson and others, are presenting the subject 
in the aspect of a moral and Christian philosophy, we may ex- 
pect that those who have heretofore refused to investigate it, even 
the clergy, will now be inclined to examine into its truth* and 
merits. Aside from the moral aspect of the subject, it certainly 
presents questions of singular interest to the physiologist and the 
scientist. W. 

Something Novel, Simple, Economical and Complete. — 
The "Physicians' Day-Book and Cash Record, Ledger and Ob- 
stetrical Record" combines more elements of ease, beauty and 
perfection, together with simple accuracy for physicians' 
book- keeping, than any system hitherto offered in our State. We 
have examined them and can heartily recommend the books to the 
brotherhood, as they are suited to all kinds of practitioners. Cap- 
tain M. E. Cooper is the exclusive and general agent for this State, 
and all orders from Georgia are filled through him alone. His ad- 
dress is Atlanta. The system adopted is protected by <iopy- right, 
and full notes of explanation and specimens accompany the 
books. P. 

Vick's Floral Guide and Catalogue of Choice Vegetable 
Seeds, etc., is on our table with its usual beautiful illustrations. 
His establishment is at Rochester, New York. 

Herman, Sibley & Co., Rochester, New York, and Chicago, 
Illinois. Seed catalogue — every variety, beautifully illustrated. 
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The Southern World — a journal for the Farm, Home and 
Workshop. Published in Atlanta, Georgia, at $1.00 per annum. 
This is an excellent paper. Its several departments of Agricultural, 
Stock, Workshop, Home Circle, Young Folks, Sabbath Hour 
Qiiestions Asked and Answered, are ably conducted by different 
writers, giving instruction, miscellany, variety, spice and interest 
adapted to all classes of readers. Every copy beautifully illus- 
trated. It is published twice a month by The Southern World 
Publishing Company, Atlanta, Ga. 

We learn that W. G. Whidby, a good writer and experienced 

newspaper man of Atlanta, has been recently engaged as business 
manager of this paper. 

The SoutJum World will be sent as a premium to any one who 
will send us a new subscriber enclosing our regular subscription 
price, $2.00. 

The Daily Florida Union is now among our exchanges. 
It is a large, neat and well managed paper, and speaks well for 
Jacksonville. It evinces unmistakable talent in its editorial col- 
umns. We are not surprised at this, since we have learned that 
Col. Jno. T. Graves, formerly of Atlanta, is now connected with 
its editorial department. Though a young man, he is a writer of 
fine ability and great promise. He is also an able and eloquent 
speaker. 

BOOK NOTICES. 

The Opium Habit and Alcoholism. A Treatise on the Habits 
of Opium and its Compounds — Alcohol, Chloral Hydrate, 
Chloroform, Bromide Potassium, and Cannabis Indica — in- 
cluding their Therapeutical indications; with suggestions for 
treating various paiiiful complications. By Dr. Fred. Heman 
Hubbard. A. S. Barnes & Co., New York. J. J. & S. P. 
Richards, Atlanta. In Cloth, 259 Pages. Price, $2.00. 

It is a timely, able and interesting work, in which the habits 
above named, now so alarmingly prevalent in this country, are 
separately treated, and the abnormal conditions peculiar to each 
described, and the treatment best adapted to their relief fully de- 
tailed. 

A Manual of Opmthalmic Practice. By Henry Schell, M. 
D., Surgeon to Wells' Eye Hospital, and Ophthalmic and Au- 
ral Surgeon to the Children's Hospital; with fifty-three illus- 
trations. Philadelphia, D. G. Brinton. J. J. & S. P. Richards, 
Atlanta, Ga. 

A neat volume of 263 pages. The various diseases of the eye 
with their surgical and medical treatment are ably and satisfacto- 
rily discussed. It will repay perusal, not only to the specialist, 
but to the general practitioner. 
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Il RECEIPIED. 



1881.— Drs. O W Bowling, W E Bryant, J W Talley, B F Darnell, A H Smith, R 
J McMullan, W B Maxwell, J H Goaa, Colin Bethnne, B M Woolley. H H Malone. 

1882— DrB. RH Edwaida, NGWest, J E Wright, J W Harris, W B Klnc, NB 
Warren, E Wheeler, E A Anderson, J F Blanks, A B Jones. W T Beall, R 8 Powell. 
J U Wysong, 8 V Pankes, W J Lee, R A tihlmpoch, A Atkinson, W A Brown, A B 
Loving, Dr. Chub, F C Tlrcult, J W Yiasage, C B Thomas, G H Smith, 8 M Hogan, 
J E Fripp, R P Mathews, £ H Parham, Lockwood Alison, R L Hinton. 

S P E C I aTiT^NC) T ICES. 

Wm. R* Warner A Co.— This firm, so long and fiiTorably known, still main- 
tain their high reputation as Druggists and Manufacturing Chemists. Their busi- 
ness is ooeztensive with the Union, and extends also into the European markets. 
The Sugar Coated Pills, the Parvnles, and specialties, and all the goods mavntec- 
tured at this establishment are of a high order, and have the oonfldenoe of the trade 
and of the medical profession everywhere. 

PAKliE, DAVIS A CO.— This house stands among the very best in our coun- 
try as Druggists and Mauufiicturing Chemists. Enterprwing, active and energetic, 
their large and extensive business continues to Increase, both at home and abroad, 
.1 Their preparations of every kind are put up with groat care and exquisite taste, 

and in respect to business character and reputation this house holds a very high 
and enviable position. 

WE have recently tested the new antiseptic, l^laierlne. It is very sightly, 

Sleasant, and, as far as our experience goes, proves to bo a most valuable remedy, 
estined to be used more or less by every progressive phvsician. In Leucorrhoop^ 
L18TERISK has been found to answar the purpose better than the mi^Jority of other 
remedies used for that purpose. In a case of chronic diarrhoea, where many diflfer- 
eut remedies had been aaministered without much benefit until Listerinb was 
used, the patient steadily gained his former good health.— 7%e MedUccA Summary, 
JPenruylvania. 

Worthy of Record.— The Powell Manufacturing Company, of Baltimore, the 
mauufaoturers of Powell *& Beef, Cod Liver Oil and Pepsin, the superior food and nu- 
tritive tonic, have taken the true ground in the Introduction of their valuable medi- 
cine, (which our leading practitioners are prescribing largely}, by guaranteeing to 
the medical profession that they will not in any way advertise the Powell's Xeef, 
Cod Liver Oil and Pepsin so that it will come under the head of a patent 
medicine.- JSecAon^. 

DR. J. S. WKLLFORD, of Richmond, Virginia, Frofessor of Diseases of women 
and children in the Medical College of Viiginla : "I have paid a ereat deal of atten- 
tion to urinary troubles, and have frequently and treely prescnbed the LlTHl A 
WATER in their treatment with the verv best results. In all the forms of the Uric 
Add Diathesis, whether as well-formed Gravel or Gout, or in the milder forms of 
Gouty Dyspepsia or Nettlerash in their various varieties, I know of no Mineral 
Water wnich I consider at rll equal to that of Spring No. 2. 

**In many Skin diseases of old age, dependent on the Uric Add Diathesis, such as 
Ek»ema, etc., this water acti most benefldally.'' 

BEDFORD AI^VH AND IRON SPRINGS.— The advertisement of these 
Springs may be seen in another part of this Journal, and should be carefhlly read. 
The l^itors have tested its virtues. It is an excellent remedy in hoBmoptlsls, or as 
an antl hemorrhagic in any case, espedally of a passive character. As an injection 
in gleet, gonorrhoea, leucorrhcea, etc., it is highlv useful. As a gargle In ulcerated 
sore throat it is very efficacious. In chronic diarrhoja it is often useful, and given in 
small doses, in the night sweats of phthisis it has been found an excellent remedy. 

More of ELIilOTT'S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shi pped to different jMurts of the country since Jan- 
uary Ist. The proprietor invites a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Bag in the mantet. The U. S. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT, ootors that do the same thing get the standard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. DELLIER, 709 Washington. Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

CELERINA.— Asa nerve tonic in low and depresiM states of the system, this 

J>roi>aration is highly oomBiended. In sexual deoility. In urethral and bladder af- 
tetions and in the nervous prostration resulting from the abuse of tobacco, opium, 
etc, it is highly useful. Try it 

JOHNSTON'S FLUID REKF U an article that can be safelv recommended 
as a concentrated natural aaent. We have tried it in low states of the system and 
found it an admirable article. In the diarrhoeas of infants, wherein the child is 
taken ftom the breast, and is dying or inanition, a little of this fluid beef has been 
known to support the child and save life. Try it. 

HYDROLEINE.— The advertisement of this valuable preparation may be found 
in this Journal. As a substitute for Cod-Liver Oil in lung affections it is likely to 
have a fine run. The formula is published upon the labels, and will at once im- 

firess any practitioner in its favor, as well adapted to consumption and other wast- 
ug diseases. 
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VIBURNUM PRUNIFOLIUM. 



BY THOMAS F. HOUSTON, M. D., OF CLARKESVILLE, GA. 



There is a trite old saying, "When doctors differ then the devilV 
to pay," but in spite of this warning, I feel constrained to take 
issue with Dr. A. G. Sniythe on account of an article upon this 
subject, published in the Record for December. The writer 
utterly annihilates this valuable drug, saying that no remedy had 
so utterly failed him as viburnum, during a practice of forty-five 
years. • While I would not, for one moment, question the Doctor's 
veracity, I am at a loss to understand these results, so diametrically 
opposite to my experience in its use. And I must attribute his 
want of success to the inferioritv of the article, or the smallness of 
the dose. Being a new and comparatively little used remedy, there 
is not the same care taken in its collection and manufacture as 
there is of the standard drugs. In regard to the dose, the various 
works give the dose of the fluid extract (the only form in which 
the drug should be used) as one drachm. I rarely give less than two, 
and repeat this every fifteen minutes until I get the desired effect,, 
if I have to give a fluid ounce. In fact, my method of using the 
drug is to give to my pregnant patients, if there is the slightest 
tendency to abortion, a bottle of the fluid extract, and direct them 
to take from one to four drachms every time they feel any pelvic 
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uneasiness, proportioning the dose to the amount of the disturb- 
ance, and to assume the recumbent posture. If the patient has 
ever miscarried, I direct her to take one drachm three times a day 
during the week in each month that the menses would be present, 
did not the pregnancy exist. 1 could cite many cases in which 
this treatment succeeded perfectly — in one, the lady went to full 
time, after having miscarried seven times. 

Of course I do not claim that black haw will cause the retention 
of a dead foetus, or remove the reflex irritation caused bv an ulcer 
or a laceration of the cervix, or other mechanical or pathological 
reason for this attempt of the uterus to expel its contents. But in 
the condition known as irritable uterus, due entirely to nervous ac- 
tion, caused by over exertion, fright, mental worry, an abortive 
tendency, etc., if the dose is sufliciently large and given early 
enough in the attack, viburnum will prove itself worthy of the 
confidence that I ask for it. In cases in which worry or mental 
excitement or grief is the exciting cause, the bromides, tincture of 
valerian, or valerianate of ammonia, is a valuable addition. Though 
I have no ambition to "excel my predecessors in sounding the 
virtues, claims and praises of viburnum prunifolium in the pre- 
vention and arrest of abortion, miscarriage and all the concomi- 
tant troubles attending that condition," still I must say that, in my 
humble judgment, if it is used in the class of cases given, and with 
sufficient promptness, it is as much a specific for abortion as qui- 
nine for malaria, and aconite for inflammatory fever. 

Speaking of quinine, I give it in full doses to pregnant women 
without hesitancy^ simply combining a corresponding dose of black 
haw with it. Again, there is nothing better for after-pains, and 
this very evening, since I commenced to write this article, I was 

summoned to see Mrs. , suffering with neuralgic dysmenor- 

rhoea which was relieved in 15 minutes by 3ii viburnum and 5 grs. 
croton chloral hydrate. In ordinary cases the croton chloral is 
not needed, but if there is much nervousness it is well to combine 

it. 

I trust Dr. Smythe will pardon my differing so strongly with 
him, but it is in the hope that it will call out the opinions of others 
who have tested this drug, and who are more competent to de- 
fend it than I am. 



Fluid extracts of digitalis and colchicum are said by Dr. Squibb 
to be more eligible preparations than the corresponding tinctures. 
They are eight times as strong, and cost only half as much. — [Lou- 
isville Medical News. 
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RHUS TOXICODENDRON— (POISON OAK.) 

BY R. L. HINTON, M. D., OF ARKANSAS. 



Having noticed quite a number of remedies offered in the Jour- 
nals during the past twelve months for the cure of the distressing 
rash caused by poison oak, I offer a specific in "sassafras tea" — 
an infusion of the root, or better, the bark of the root of red sas- 
safras — for there are certainly two varieties, known as the red and 
the w^hite sassafras. Bathe diseased surface frequently, or con- 
stantly in the cold infusion, or better, apply a wet cloth. I am 
very susceptible of this poison myself, and stumbled upon this 
remedy from painful experience about fifteen years ago. I have 
used no other remedy since that time, though frequently called 
upon to prescribe for this poison, and in several cases that were 
aggravated by the application of various remedies, many of them 
worse than the disease. In such cases I advise the warm infusion 
as a drink three times a day, which, with sugar and cream, makes 
a pretty good substitute for tea or coffee. I have found this remedy 
3. success in other skin diseases. 



ABSTRACT OF A CLINICAL LECTURE ON THE RE- 
COGNITION AND TREATMENT OF THE EAR- 
LY STAGES OF POTT'S DISEASE. 



BY D. HAYES AGNEW, M. D., 

Professor of Surgery In the University of Pennsylvania and of Clinical Surgery in 

the University Hospital. 



REPORTED BY J. WILLIAM WHITE, M. D., 
Demonstrator (»f Surgery in the University. 



Gentlemen — ^There is, perhaps, no disease in which it is more 
important to recognize the early and premonitory symptoms than 
the one with which the little patient before you is affected, and 
w^hich is variously known as Pott's disease, angular curvature, 
iintero- posterior curvature, and caries of the spine. Each of these 
titles are, in some respects, objectionable. The name of Mr. Perci- 
val Pott has been associated with the disease because to him we 
owe the first correct exposition of its pathology and treatment. It, 
however, conveys no information as to the character of the ailment, 
and although the most common, is perhaps the least useful of its 
designations. Angular curvature and antero-posterior curvature 
are names derived from certain symptoms which are not invari- 
ably present, and which do not usually appear until what might 
be called the second stage has been reached. 1 hey therefore, as 
has been pointed out by Mr. Howard Mai'sh, are liable to mislead 
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the practitioner by causing him to regard them as necessarily to be 
found at all periods of the disease. Neither is caries of the spine^ 
although present in a large majority of cases, an absolutely con- 
stant pathological condition in such patients, the characteristic 
symptoms being sometimes produced by a process of interstitial 
absorption, which goes on to the destruction of the bodies of the 
vertebral without the ulceration and suppuration which are essen- 
tial elements of true caries. 

We may say, however, that, call it by what name you will, the 
disease is one in which, owing to one or the other of these pro- 
cesses, a disintegration of the vertebral bodies takes place, pro- 
ducing, 7?rj/, irritation of the spinal nerves as they pass out through 
the intervertebral foramina; and, second^ a crumbling of the affected 
bones under the superincumbent weight of the head and body. 
When this breaking down of the vertebrae occurs in the anterior 
portion of their bodies, as it commonly does, and when, as is also* 
usually the case, it is attended with the production of pus, we have - 
the more or less marked deformity, and the psoas, ilikc, lumbar or 
dorsal abscesses, which, as a rule, characterize this period of the ■ 
disease and render it easy of recognition. 

I shall confine myself to-day, however, to calling your attention 
specially to the symptoms belonging to the first stage, which, in 
nearly every instance, are due to nerve irritation, and which, taken 
together, should almost unfailingly lead to the detection of the true 
nature of the malady, at a time when proper treatment will often, 
result in complete cure without disfigurement, but which in prac- 
tice I find are usually not recognized until this all-important period 
has passed. Any one of these symptoms may be the first to at- 
tract the attention of the child's family; but, as a rule, you will be- 
consulted in reference to a supposed alteration in the little one's 
disposition, a tendency to avoid all active amusements, a slight 
dullness or peevishness, or general malaise, which only becomes • 
noticeable or alarming on account of its persistence. If you will 
at this Itime carefully observe the movements and posture of the 
child, you will see that its motions are restrained, that it carries ^ 
itself with unnatural stiffness, that its gait is possibly a little shuf- 
fling, the feet not being litted from the ground, and that when stand- 
ing or sitting it leans forward and rests its hands upon the knees • 
or anterior portions of the thighs. You should now at once reflect 
that these symptoms are all explicable on the theory that some 
change is going on in the spinal column, probably in the vertebral 
bodies, but, possibly, in the intervertebral substance, which has set 
up an irritation in the spinal nerves, and has rendered them unduly 
sensitive; that, on account of this condition, play has become dis- 
tasteful, as requiring muscular movement which produces at least 
a sense of discomfort; that the slight jarring or concussion of or- 
dinary walking gives rise to pain; and that to remove pressure 
from the inflamed structures, the child, through the medium of its 
arms, instinctively transfers the weight of its head and shoulders 
to its lower extremities. 

You then proceed to look for further symptoms of nerve irrita- 
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tion, and will, probably, by careful investigation, elicit some or all 
•of the following: 

Hurried or grunting respiration on slight exercise, due to in- 
volvement of the nerves supplying the external respiratory mus- 
cles — serratus magnus, quadratus lumborum, intercostals, etc. 

Pain in the shoulders, the walls of the thorax, or in the lumbar 
region, the seat varying with the portion of the spine affected by 
the disease. 

Pain at the pit of the stomach, resembling an ordinary *'belly- 
ache," but due to irritation of the spinal nerves, which, in com- 
mon with the sympathetic, supply the intestines. This pain, like 
that of colic, is temporarily relieved by the prone position, pres- 
sure on the bowels, controlling, to a certain extent, the irregular 
and spasmodic action of their muscular coats, which is associated 
with both these conditions, or, in other words, fulfilling the same 
function as the roller bandage in fractures. 

Fidgety movements of the feet from implication of the crural or 
sciatic nerves, or their trunks of origin. 

Pain in the hip, knee or thigh, due to the same cause. 

Pain on jumping, coughing, sneezing or sudden turning, or on 
any movement which takes place while the dorsal muscles are re- 
laxed, or, so to speak, "off guard." 

Pain elicited by pressure upon the head or shoulders, and strictly 
localized, involving a small area directly over a definite part of the 
spine. Conversely, it will be found that the pain, if constant, will 
be relieved by placing the child in a prone position across the 
knees, and then separating them gently, so as to make traction in 
opposite directions upon the two extremities of his vertebral 
^column. 

Hyperesthesia, also limited to a definite region, and detected by 
-passing a hot sponge along the vertebral gutters. Evidences of 
pain are often manifested when the diseased part is reached. 

Peculiar, and very characteristic, method of reaching objects 
lying upon the ground. The patient will lower himself, not as 
would be natural, by any movement of the body, which will be 
held rigidly perpendicular, but by flexing the knees and thighs 
until the hand touches the desired article. In rising, the same care 
will be observed to avOid flexion or rotation of the spine. 

I do not desire to be understood as teaching that all of these 

symptoms are without exception present in the early stages of Pott's 

•disease, but you may rest assured that in nearly every case you will 

find several of them, and that you will be able by their means to 

make your diagnosis and to apply your treatment. 

The latter, both in principle and practice, is extremely simple. 
When you recall the condition upon which the symptoms depend, 
and remember that its progress is. hastened and its severity in- 
creased by pressure and by the weight of the head and upper por- 
tion of the trunk, it at once becomes evident that surgical inter- 
ference must be directed towards a removal of these sources of 
:aggravation of the original trouble. 

The recumbent posture, strictly adhered to and continued for a 
period long enough to permit of the gradual subsidence of the in- 
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flammation, the absorption of its purulent or cheesy products, and 
the development of new fibrous or bony material to consolidate 
and strengthen the affected vertebras, would meet all the thera- 
peutic indications. In young children this may be thoroughly 
carried out the enforced rest only terminating with the occurrence 
of anchylosis, particularly if the disease be situated in the cervical 
or cervico-dorsal region. In the great majority of cases, however, 
this is hardly feasible; the natural restlessness of the child, and the 
absence of careful and continuous attention on the part of the 
parents, who see no marked external evidence of the disease, 
usually sufficing to thwart this plan of treatment or to preclude 
its persistent employment. 

The same indications should then be met by the application of a 
mechanical apparatus, to be worn uninterruptedly, and which will 
permanently remove all weight from the inflamed bones. 

Of all those which have been devised for this purpose, two only 
are worthy of mention, viz: the Plaster-of-Paris jacket applied in 
the now well-known manner, or a leather jacket, accurately 
moulded and fitted over a plaster cast taken from the patient. The 
latter dressing, although more expensive at first, is lighter and 
more durable than plaster, and answers the purpose of support 
equally well. With either of them, where the disease is situated 
above the lumbar region, the head-suspension apparatus becomes 
a necessary addition to the jacket. Both of these appliances act 
by shifting the weight of the head and shoulders from the spine 
to the irregular surface of the thorax, abdomen, and loins, and to 
the margin of the pelvis. When anchylosis has occurred, which 
may be known by a gradual disappearance of the symptoms, the 
jacket may be dispensed with, removing it at first for a few 
moments each day, and gradually lengthening the interval, until 
it is left off' altogether. 

In conclusion, I would caution you against the common and 
harmful assumption that in every case some mechanical support 
can be employed, by lYieans of which the patient can, with safety, 
be allowed to go about. In certain cases, fortunately not very nu- 
merous, where all these dressings give rise to pain, or in which the- 
deformity appears and increases in spite of them, they should be 
withdrawn, the only possible hope of arrest or cure of the disease 
depending then upon strict and protracted recumbency. In con- 
junction with any of these plans of treatment, fresh air, sunlight, 
nutritious food, cod-liver oil, iodide of iron, and the phosphates 
constitute useful hygienic and therapeutic adjuvants. — [r^. Y. Med. 
News. 



Vaccinal Syphilis. — A letter to La France Medicale (July 30,. 
1881) says that the Algerian journals are full of the most lamenta- 
ble details regarding the numerous cases of syphilis which have 
appeared in the garrison of Algiers, following a public vaccination 
made on certain Algerian soldiers. It is said that fifty-eight young- 
men have contracted syphilis by being vaccinated with lymph 
given by a syphilitic infant. — [Medical Times. 
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PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS IN TYPHOID FEVER. 



BY H. V. FERRELL, M. D., 

A paper read before the Trl-States Medical Society, St. Louis, at Its meeting 

October 25th, aeth and 27th, 1881. 



During the last fourteen years, it has been my fortune to be con- 
nected in one way or another with about four hundred cases of 
typhoid. fever — for a period of near two years never being without 
a case under treatment. As this short paper is not the result of as 
thorough and complete a study of the cases as I propose, at some 
future time, to give them, I shall confine myself to the more salient 
points in the few observations I have to make. 

It is taught by late writers that typhoid fever is caused by a 
specific typhoid fever germ — a germ that may retain its viability 
for an indefinite length of time — that, however bad the hygienic 
surroundings may be, typhoid fever will not originate de nmw. 

If the first proposition were true, we would expect to see the 
disease reappearing in houses that had formerly been visited by 
it, and might expect it to be carried by fomites. Indeed, taking 
up its abode in houses, and rendering them dangerous for future 
habitation. Or, again, assuming the correctness of the second 
proposition, we would not expect to find the disease in localities 
where it had never been known before, and aflTecting persons liv- 
ing under the best possible hygienic circumstances — persons who 
had never so much as seen or heard of a case of typhoid fever. 
In my experience, I have seen nothing to support this theory of 
the causation of typhoid. On the contrary, I have most generally 
seen it under precisely the opposite conditions. I have known 
typhoid fever to originate in families and in localities where it had 
never been known to appear before, and to confine itself, like a 
tornado, to a narrow, well-defined belt of country, and, after start- 
ing out upon its march, and after its direction and rate of progress 
were known, I hav« seen the time and place of its appearance 
correctly predicted. I have seen typhoid fever appear in the best 
regulated families — families living under the very best hygienic 
circumstances, attack one member and spare the balance; and, 
again, sparing none. I have seen it originate, as far as we could 
tell, without cause, and confine itself to those in the family, and 
others who visited the family on errands of mercy or friendship — 
none being attacked. Again,JI have known intimate and free com- 
munication between patients and those living without the typhoid 
fever range, without any evidence whatever of contagion. 

In the diagnosis of typhoid, the chief diflSculty is to distinguish 
it from some form of malarial fever. This cannot always be done 
early in the disease. Typhoid is sometimes initiated by two or 
more well defined chills occurring periodically. Generally, how- 
ever, upon close inquiry we find that the fever did not entirely 
subside between the chills. 

When the disease is fully developed, the diagnosis is not diflfi- 
cult; even the laity readily recognize it. In typhoid we generally 
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.1 j have the abdominal symptoms developed early. The rash, in my 

experience, is oftener absent than present. Persistent severe pain 
•in the frontal and lumbar regions is a symptom upon which much 
reliance is placed, and in practice the administration of quinia for 
two or three days without any beneficial effect very often decides 
the diagnosis in favor of typhoid. A pointed tongue, red at tip 
and edges, abdominal tenderness, with tympanitis are usually the 
earliest symptoms. Epistaxis as a symptom may be discarded 
entirely. Sweating without a corresponding decrease of tempera- 
ture may be classed among the earliest symptoms. 

Some cases begin abruptly; the patient having been in usually 
good health up to the very moment of being stricken with a chill. 
Others begin so insidiously that neither the patient nor his friends 
have any idea that he is the victim of a serious malady until far 
advanced in the disease. 

I call nothing typhoid fever without satisfactory evidence of in- 
testinal lesions, at the same time admitting that similar intestinal 
lesions may perhaps be associated with other pathological condi- 
tions. A neglected or badly treated case of malarial fever may 
assume any or all of the symptoms of typhoid, except those per- 
taining to the intestinal lesions. Such cases it is customary with 
us to call typho- malarial fever — meaning by that simply a malarial 
fever with the typhoid symptoms superadded, and not one with 
intestinal lesions at all, much less lesions differing in imagination 
only from those of typhoid. 

My acquaintance with typhus fever is too limited to justify me 
in speaking of it. Suffice it to say, however, that I have more 
than once seen cases of typhoid fever, which, occurring under the 
conditions under which typhus fever is said to occur, would have 
been pronounced typhus without any hesitation whatever. Of the 
complications of typhoid fever, I have seen ten cases of intestinal 
hemorrhage. In six of these the hemorrhage was preceded early 
in the disease by copious, mushy discharges from the bowels. 
Twice, on the appearance of such discharges, was the occurrence 
of hemorrhage correctly predicted, and in no case do my notes 
show the occurrence of such discharges without being fallowed 
by hemorrhage. "^^ 

But one case of hemorrhage terminated fatally. A mild form 
of bronchitis was a frequent complication — pneuAionia rare and 
never fatal. Of perforation of the intestine, two cases — both fatal, 
of course. In but one fatal case were there ever any serious cere- 
bral symptoms, and that late in the disease; although in many 
others the delirium was alarming. The liver is said by authorit}- 
never to escape more or less structural change. I have known the 
symptoms referable to the liver so prominent as to lead good prac- 
titioners to suppose it to be the chief seat of disease. In no case, 
however, have I known a diseased liver left as a legacy of typhoid 
fever, as determined by the subsequent history of the case. I have 
never known hiccough, except in cases of inflammation of the 
peritoneum and threatening or actual perforation. 

The prognosis of typhoid fever, though as a general rule good, 
should always be guarded. We see cases of the mildest type con- 
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tinuing for a great length of time, and ending in hemorrhage, per- 
foration, death. Others, of an apparently grave type, pursuing a 
-short course, and ending in recovery. So, then, we may say there 

-are no symptoms by which we can tell the extent of the intestinal 
lesions, or foretell what the duration or termination of the disease 
is going to ber In one of my fatal cases the disease had seemingly 
pursued a very mild course, and the patient was thought to be con- 
valescent. He became startled in his sleep, suddenly jumped, said 
he felt something tear inside of him, and died of peritonitis with- 
in thirtv-six hours. I have had two cases to continue as longr as 
1 . *' 

thirteen weeks, one apparently mild, the other grave. Both recov- 
ered. It is rare, indeed, that a case will terminate under two 
weeks. I have known two cases terminate fatallv within a week 
after taking to bed, but weeks after they had been laboring under 
the fever. 

One distinguished writer says of the temperature in typhoid, 
that if, from the fourth to the eleventh day of the disease, the tem- 
perature falls below 103 degrees, it is not typhoid fever. I have 
repeatedly seen the temperature during that period below 103 de- 
grees — three cases, one of them fatal, in which the temperature 
never reached that point. On the other hand, I have seen one 

•case in which, an hour before death, the thermometer in the axilla 
jiiarked 109.8 degrees. I have seen but one case recover in which 
the temperature ever went above 106 degrees. In the^hree cases 
in which the temperature never rose to 103 degrees, the pulse was 
slow and feeble, often falling as low as forty-eight beats per minute. 
In one fatal case, a young clerk, who, not knowing that he was 

• suffering from a serious malady, kept at his business for two or 
three weeks, trying to wear the fever oft', the axillary temperature 
always exceeded that in the mouth by from two to three de- 
grees. 

I have seen the pulse range from 120 to 144 per minute, and the 
patient recover. 

The London Medical Record, July 15th, 1881, calls attention to 

•cases of typhoid fever occurring in exhausted individuals, and run- 
ning their course with low temperature or without fever, but with 

41 tendency to gangrene of the extremities. I have seen one such 

-case, in which I amputated the thigh at its middle third — the 
patient made a good recovery. I have seen but two cases of 
typhoid during pregnancy. One recovered without aborting, and 
went to full time. The other is not yet determined. 

The treatment of typhoid fever is quite satisfactory. While we 

•do not possess any specific for the disease, yet the low rate of mor- 
tality is, I think, largely due to its management. The mortality in 
my experience barely exceeded two per cent. In the treatment 

'there are three fundamental rules to be kept in view: 

1st. Put the patient to bed early, and enjoin the most absolute 
rest throughout the whole course of the disease. In all cases of 

<ioubt in the diagnosis, I advise the patient to take his bed. If it 
is not typhoid, rest is not apt to hurt him, and if it is, it may be 

"the very means of saving his life. In every one of my fatal cases 

^this rule was not observed. In the two cases of death from per- 
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foration, one had been about with the fever on him for two weeks^ 
the other three. In the one from hemorrhage, the young man tried 
for near three weeks to wear his fever out. I have lost no case 
where the patient took to bed early. 

2d. Early and judicious alimentation;* by early I mean within the 
first forty-eight hours. The aliment should be highly nutritious, 
easily assimilated, in a liquid form and given at regular intervals. 

3d. Use drugs only to meet indications, and with a well-defined 
purpose, and no longer than that purpose is subserved. The Ger- 
man specific treatment I believe to be utterly worthless, if not 
worse. If the temperature runs high, use quinia and digitalis in 
large doses, sponge the surface freely and frequently with equal 
parts of whisky and water, to which may be added a little muri- 
atic acid. To co n t ro^thc JJ<^ iV t'ls. ^ n d to correct the oflfensive odor 
of the discharge v^S^frC^liaild^iyrbblic acid, or bismuth and liq. 
sod. chlorinati. /Kor the vomitine wJIltaa is sometimes very trouble- 
some, oxalate ofTferium. jn I'O'gr. dos9?^)Dr calomel in doses of the 
I -10 or I -12 oflft gnrm. '"^dr/Vrt^iysnesi or sleeplessness, codeia 
has answered my purpas^best. For iiWstinal hemorrhage, hypo- 
dermic injections 'Itj^ergoti rife, cm . w^at answers just as well„ 
Squibbs' fluid extSmj^^0@g|j1f \Q^^reat muscular or nervous, 
weakness I have iMT'ltiiL iMnni'i miiii i produce excellent re^ 
suits. 

Finally, I have no sort of doubt as to the utility of alcoholic 
stimulants early and judiciously administered. — [St. Louis Clinical 
Record. 



COCCOBACTERIA IN PURULENT OTORRHCEA. 






BY C. LAMBERT, M.D., OF GOSHEN, IND. 
A Paper read before the Elkhart Co. Medical Association, at their October Meeting. 



Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Society: — I would 
like to call your attention to a subject of vital importance in the 
treatment of purulent otorrhoea, and point ont what, in my estima- 
tion, is and has been the cause of so many failures in arresting the 
breaking down and loss of the delicate organisms of the ears af- 
fected with this oppressive and destructive disease. 

The chief cause of this putrid decomposition has been generally 
overlooked. I allude to the microscopic coccobacteria present in 
the pus, and the therapeutical indications furnished by their pres- 
ence. 

I design, with your permission, at our next meeting in Decem- 
ber, to present slips for microscopic exhibition, and continue mr 
remarks on this same subject. 

Coccobacteria septica belgngs properly to the domain of general 
bactorio-pathology, and I need not speak of this in particular, but 
call your attention to the recent investigations by eminent scien- 
tists and patient investigators, who have perfectly demonstrated 
the presence of these microphytes in the fetid ear discharge, and 
given us the cue for more rational therapeutics in these cases. It-. 
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I hope, will be granted me to quote a few lines from Billroth and 
Lowenberg, as the very latest we have on this subject. 

"Lowenberg has, since June, 1880, carefully subjected to exami- 
nation the products of secretion of the affected ears of all the pa- 
tients coming under his care, in order to enable him to study the 
nature of the respective mycrophytes. The examination consisted, 
on the one hand, in the microscopic study of the pus (with all its 
accompanying detritus), obtained by syringing or otherwise; on 
the other hand, in attempts at cultivation, partly in the above men- 
tioned media, and partly in boiled neutralized urine." 

The experiments were obtained with all the precautions neces- 
sary and indispensable in such cases. The experiments demon- 
strated that in all these cases we had to deal with the ordinary or- 
ganisms of decomposition. 

"In all cases of otorrhoea where the cleansing is not done with 
the greatest care, and by the aid of suitable apparatus, the pus 
contains great numbers of micrococci. If, in consequence of per- 
sistent neglect, the secretion is allowed to become offensive, the 
micro-organisms swarm in incredible quantities." 

"In this connection, we can state with decided emphasis that, 
contrary to the belief in competent circles,' the pus secreted in 
simple purulent otorrhoea, in its fresh state, is as little offensive as 
that from other diseased mucous membranes, simply on account of 
the absence of any cause therefor. Fetor, then, according to their 
present opinion, points to stagnation and a high degree of decom- 
position dependent thereon, the existence of which is proved by 
the presence of micrococci. 

"The most abundant secretion or multiplication of micrococi is 
found in those cases that have been treated with emollients, par- 
ticularly with cataplasms These coccobacteria find all the ali- 
ments necessary to their growth and multiplication in the fetid ear 
discharges. If cataplasms increase the moisture and heat, and 
contribute additional organic material, we have an actual hot-house 
culture of bacteria. 

"This condition explains the fact, well known to otologists, that, 
after the prolonged employment of cataplasms, almost intermina- 
ble purulent processes in the ear often remain behind. Under this 
unintentional artificial cultivation, the putrefactive organisms 
reach a high degree of development, and in their turn keep up the 
prolonged suppuration. By a similar development and further- 
ance of micrococci, though of a special character, we may inter- 
pret the fact that after continued application of poultices, outbreaks 
of furuncles may be incited in any part of the body." 

Recognizing the presence of coccobacteria in nearly all these 
cases, and being satisfied of their presence, I will offer some ob- 
servations from recent practice, and suggest a course of treatment 
that has been very satisfactory in my hands. All of us are aware 
of the difficulty of treating properly these cases of perforation of 
the tympanum and chronic purulent catarrh of the middle ear, and 
I will reieterate by saying that the proper instruments are neces- 
sary: speculum, mirror, probes, syringes and absorbent cotton, 
etc., etc., and antiseptic remedies. The ear should be inspected 
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every day, and carefully cleansed. I rely upon the syringe and 
absorbent cotton, and the appearance from day to day of the dis- 
eased parts is to dictate all the changes, if any, in the local treat- 
ment necessary. 

I claim that no physician can treat successfully these cases as 
out-door cases. They must be surrounded with all care and cir- 
cumspection; diet nutritious, and put, if necessary, upon altera- 
tives and tonics, and cease entirely being exposed to the causes 
that originally produced the diseased condition; then vv^e have a 
fair chance at the case. It may be a few days, or a few weeks, 
before we can get all the accumulations removed, so that when a 
remedy in liquid state is put into the meatus it can readily be 
forced through the middle ear and Eustchian tube. This is a sine 
qua* non m the successful management of even the simplest case. 
The tim^ need not exceed, upon an average, more than from two 
to four weeks, even in the worst cases presenting. I cleanse the 
ear with a weak solution of carbolic acid, then generally mop out 
all the pus and detritus, and then resort to the Eustachian cathe- 
ter, and find that the battle is fairly won when air can be made to 
pass through all the channels; then, and only then, are medica- 
tions indicated. As to the particular ingredients of said washes, 
they are many; some say this is best, some that, I avoid nitrate of 
silver and sul. cupri almost entirely, and depend upon mild astrin- 
gent solutions of sul. zinc, sul. morphia, alum, and a trace of car- 
bolic acid; fill the meatus full of this solution, and force it down 
through middle ear and Eustachian tube. I find that where the 
ear-drum is intact, and there is as yet no development behind it, 
acute otalgia can generally be relieved by very warm water, or 
warm solution of atropia sul., and that a timely operation for para- 
centesis of drum, when pus has accumulated, will hasten a cure 
and save the patient untold pain and suflfering. 

So the points I would make are — to use mild astringent reme- 
dies, combined with antiseptics, such as carbolic acid, boracic acid, 
etc., etc., thorough inspection of the parts, careful cleansing, and a 
special local treatment that has for its main object the destruction 
of these coccobacteria. One reason, in my mind, that bacteria are 
found in so many of these cases, is the fact that most cases apply- 
ing are chronic ones, and have been accustomed for days at a time 
to plugging the meatus in order to get relief from the letor, and 
protect their clothing. — [Chicago Medical Examiner. 



SPONGE GRAFTING. 



Among the new things recently introduced into medicine, 
'^sponge grafting" stands conspicuous. The process consists, 
nothing more or less, than in introducing into the system a piece 
of sponge, which is intended to do its work as a stimulus to the re- 
pariative process, and then to be absorbed and eliminated. Dr. D. 
J. Hamilton, pathologist to the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, claims 
the honor of having introduced the method, and in the November 
number of the Edinburgh Medical Journal he reports in detail his 
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experiments, the practical conclusions to which they led him, and 
the crucial tests corroborative of such conclusions. 

In a paper prepared some years ago, 'Dr. Hamilton made the 
statement that the vessels of granulating surface are not newly 
formed, but are simply the superficial capillaries of the parts which 
have become displaced; that they have been thrown upwards as 
granulation loops by the propelling action of the. heart, because 
the restraining influences of the skin have been removed. While 
making observations with which to substantiate this claim, he was 
struck with the similarity of the process of vasculation as seen on 
a granulating surface, and that which occurs when a blood-clot or 
fibrinous exudation is replaced by vascular cicatricial tissue. 
Blood-clot or fibrinous lymph he came to regard as merely playing 
a mechanical and passive part in any situation where it becomes 
replaced by fibrous cicatrix, and that their vascularization is not 
owing to new formation of blood-vessels, but rather to a displace- 
ment and pushing inwards of the blood-vessels of surround- 
ing tissues. Being convinced that the blood-clot, or fibrinous 
lymph, before organization takes place, was just so much dead 
matter in a tissue, it occurred to him that if some dead porous 
animal tissue could be substituted for the natural exudate it would, 
in course of time, become vascularized and replaced by cicatricial 
tissue. An accidental circumstance in the summer of 1880 sug- 
gested to him that in sponge we have a substance which he had 
long vainly sought to discover. It is porous (thus imitating the 
fibrinous network in a blood-clot or fibrinous lymph), it is an ani- 
mal tissue, (thus, like cat gut, it is capable of absoption), and it is 
of such texture as permits of its adaptation to surfaces and adjust- 
ment to cavities. 

Having arrived at the above conclusions by a process of ceason- 
ing. Dr. Hamilton reports five experiments in which these conclu- 
sions are strongly sustained. One of these will be sufficient here: 
A woman had several ulcerated wounds on different parts of her 
body. One of these, circular in shape, five inches in diameter, and 
from half to three-quarters of an inch deep, was on the outside of 
her leg. The edges were indurated, slightly raised, and in some 
places undermined. There was a cellular tissue slough at the 
deepest part of the wound, which gave the whole ulcer a some- 
what putrefactive odor; the rest of the floor was in a granulating 
condition. This one was selected for experiment. August 30, 
1880, it was filled with one large piece and several small pieces of 
very fine sponge, which had been prepared by dissolving out the 
siliceous and calcareous salts by means of a dilute mineral acid 
(nitro-hydrochloric), subsequently washing in liquor potassa, and 
then finally steeping in i to 20 solution of carbolic acid in water. 
The sponge in this instance has soaked for some months in the 
carbolic solution, but Dr. Hamilton does not regard such pro- 
longed soaking necessary. The sponge in the central part of the 
wound rose a little higher than the edges, so that at its greatest 
thickness it must have measured from half to three-quarters of an 
inch, and five inches wide. It was made to fit the wound very 
accurately, and was inserted beneath the undermined edges. A 
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piece of green protective was placed on the surface, and, above 
this, lint soaked in a i to 20 solution of carbolic acid in gljcerine, 
with a little tincture of lavender in it. The whole was covered 
with a pad of boracic lint. An ordinary bandage was then ap- 
plied, and the patient kept in bed with limb at absolute rest. 

Without reproducing^ the detailed daily report of this case, it is 
sufficient to say that the wound was dressed daily, such secretions 
as had oozed through being washed off, but the sponge left undis- 
turbed. On January 5th, 1881, the patient was exhibited to the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society, and not a vestige of the sponge re- 
mained, and the wound was changed to a superficial, typical, gran- 
ulating surface, measuring about i^ inches diameter. 

The first experiment convinced Dr. Hamilton that if sponge be 
placed over a granulating surface its interstices will, in the course 
of time, become filled with blood-vessels and cicatricial tissue, just 
as in the case of a blood-clot, and, ultimately, that the whole of 
the sponge will disappear in the wound, leaving an organizing 
mass of new tissue in its place.. The vacuites in the sponge appear 
to be specially adapted for allowing of this, and the frame-work 
of keratode affords support to the young vessels which are formed 
within it. It further showed that even where the wound contin- 
ues in a putrescent condition, organization will still go on. In the 
case of the blood -clot, putrefac ion tends to destroy it, in that of 
the sponge, its texture being more resistent, it does not seem to 
make much difference. There is no difficulty in keeping the 
sp« nge aseptic in a wound, provided it b. so at the time of its in- 
troduction. 

Dr. Hamilton's subsequent experiments were strongly corrob- 
orative of the first, and if the procedure shall prove equally suc- 
cessful in the hands of others, a very important devic ' will be 
found "to have been placed in the hands of surgeons. — [Michigan 
Medical News. 



HOW TO AMPUTATE A LEG. 



BY THEODORE A. MCGRAW, M. D., 

Professor of Surgery in the Detroit Medical College. Clinical Lecture delivered at 

St. Mary's Hospital on October 15th, 1881. 



Gentlemen — Two years ago this young man, previously healthy, 
acquired constitutional syphilis. I do not know how he had been 
treated nor why the disease should have assumed so intractable a 
form. When he entered the hospital a month ago, he was suflfer- 
ing as he now is from caries of the left ankle and both right and 
left sternoclavicular articulations, from white swelling of the right 
elbow and from an ulcer in the back. Ninety grains of iodide of 
potassium have been given him every day for three weeks without 
avail in arresting the disease, and the ankle has become so intol- 
erably painful aitd is so thoroughly disorganized that we have de- 
cided upon amputation as a' means of saving his life. And simple 
as an amputation may seem to you, there are many things to con- 
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sider. First of all, as we have the privilege in this case of elect- 
ing our place of amputation, we have to ask whether the patient 
<:an afford an artificial leg, or whether he will have to content him- 
.-self with a wooden peg. In the latter case we would serve his 
interests best by making a very short stump which would not pro- 
ject inconveniently far behind him nor be in his way. In the for- 
mer case, we would make the stump longer so as to give a better 
support for the artificial leg, and yet not so long as to occupy all 
the space above the ankle. The mechanism which moves the 
tinkle and other joints of the foot in a** artificial leg is usually 
placed in a hollow part of the apparatus below the stump. It 
would be a mistake, therefore, to amputate so low down as to oc- 
<:upy all such available space and to force the artificer to use other 
^nd less suitable expedients for accomplishing the ^purpose In 
this case, I will choose the middle third of the leg, and make m 
stump to which either a peg or a leg may be adapter' as circum- 
:stances may require. In the next place I will endeavor with this 
anemic patient to save every drop of blood, and for that purpose 
'will use an Esmarch bandage, beginning to wind it, however, 
^bove the seat of disease in order that no pus nor putrid material 
may be forced into the circulation. By means of this bandage the 
•circulation can be perfectly controlled and all the main arteries 
and veins of the leg be tied without any hemorrhage whatever. 
This does not, however, always make a perfectl bloodless opera- 
tion, for 3'ou will often find that the removal of the constricting 
•cord will be followed by quite a stream of blood, part of which 
regurgitates through the open mouths of the united veins and 
part of which flows from anteries which have escaped notice. 
"This is especially the case with robust plethoric patients and where 
long standing irritations have produced enlargement of the collat- 
-eral vessels. Now that the patie it is reaiy, we will apply the 
bandage and prepare for operating. I will make two skin flaps, 
•each of which consist of the skin of h*:*f the circumference of 
the leg and about three inches long. These being retracted with- 
out pulling' the patient down upon the table at all, I cut the mus- 
cles through with this long narrow knife, passing the blade be- 
tween the bones and cutting the flesh entirely away. 

I wish you to notice particularly how easy it is to amputate a 
leg quickly and neatly without disturbing the position of the pa- 
tient on the table. My assistant throws the limb to the side of the 
table and I apply the saw to the fibula first, and then to the tibia. 
You see that I dispense entirely with the three tailed retractor. 
Commonly used it is altogether unnecessary, and takes up unne- 
cessary time. Now that the leg is off, I take up first the anterior 
and then the posterior arteries, and after that their respective veins. 
Upon loosening the constricting cord, however, you see a free 
haemorrhage which requires further ligation of veins and arteries. 
I will now wash the stump with hot water and bring the flaps 
together with sutures, having first put a rubber drainage tube 
through the wound. In dressing the stump we will press the 
flaps firmly on the cut surfaces and bandage them snugly. Car- 
bolized oakum being first applied as an elastic compress. 
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Now that the patient is removed, I wish to call your attentioD 
again to two points in which my procedure differs from that of 
the books, ist. I did not draw the patient off the table. This 
habit dates from the days before anesthesia, when the skill of the 
surgeon was reckoned inversely as the time occupied in operating. 
Nowadays with unconscious patients, it is far easier and altogether 
neater and less confusing to draw your patient near the side of the 
table, to have the leg elevated by an assistant, and to proceed qui- 
etly with the operation. Why should one hurry when a moment's 
delay causes neither shock, pain nor loss of blood? 

2nd. I dispensed with the altogether unnecessary retractor. I 
might say in addition a word of warning, and that is, to avoid a 
method of operating which also dates from an ancient time. 
Never ampfitate a leg by making a posterior flap from the calf. 
Such flaps can be made with the utmost celerity but their weight 
makes them afterwards unmanageable. They drag away from 
their anterior attachments and rarely heal by first intention. I 
have seen multitudes of such stumps, and I have never yet seen 
one that seemed to me satisfactory when l ealed. — [Detroit Clinic. . 



A SIMPLE WAY OF PERFORMING OPTICO-CILIARY 
NEUROTOMY— THE PROPOSED SUBSTITUTE 

FOR ENEUCLEATION. 



BY JOS. A. WHITE, M. D. 

Surgeon in chaise of the Richmond (Va.) E^e, Ear and Throat Inflrmarr. Read be- 
fore the Medical Society of Viiginia, October 11th, IWl. 



The section of the optic and ciliary nerves behind the eye-ball ■ 
for the prevention of sympathetic ophthalmia after injury, was first 
proposed by Von Graefe; but the operation was first performed 
by E. Meyer and A. Weber, in 1866. Since then and more re- 
cently — in the last four or five years — it has been frequently done. 

The first mode of getting at the nerves was by cutting the ex« 
ternal rectus muscle from the sclerotic and passine the scissors 
through the opening thus formed. A later method was that of 
cutting the internal rectus. Another plan was, without cutting- 
any of the recti, to make a meridianah incision between the inter- 
nal and superior recti. 

I have tried all three of these methods, and all have their objec- 
tions. The cutting and re-adjusting a muscle is very troublesome. 
I found the opening between the upper and inner recti difiicult to 
work through on account of the nose being in my way, and also it 
was objectionable because I nearly always cut an oblique muscle. . 

I therefore tried an opening between the upper and outer recti, . 
as I would thus escape the oblique muscles, and have found it to 
work admirably in three cases so far operated on. The operation 
is performed as follows: A meridianal incision is made through 
the conjunctival and sub-conjunctival tissues from the upper bor- 
der of the external rectus to the outer border of the superior* rec- • 
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tus, thus exposing the sclerotic. A strabismus hook is then in- 
serted under each ot these muscles, and with them an assistant 
pulls the eye down and towards the nose. A small lid elevator is 
then hooked under the upper lip of the incision and drawn up, 
thus making a large opening through which the curved scissors 
can be passed behind the eye-ball, and the optic and ciliary nerves 
cut Knapp's double hook is then inserted into the posterior part 
of the sclerotic and, without any trouble, the cut end of the optic 
nerve and its surroundings are exposed to view at the incision. 
The selerotic is then carefully cleaned with the scissors — thus cut- 
ting away sections of the optic ciliary nerves. As long as any 
blood oozes from the opening, it is kept open. When this ceases, 
a conjunctival stitch is put in, and cold water dressing applied. 

The three cases I have thus operated on had no pain nor pro- 
trusion of the eye following the operation, and the cornea has re- 
mained perfectly anaesthetic to this time in all of the patients, al- 
though more than six months have elapsed. 

I have no where seen a suggestion to so perform this opera- 
tion — the modifications having grown solely out of my difficulties 
in following prescribed methods. It is easier of performance than 
any other. The posterior part of the eye is more easily attacked 
from this point, and we also avoid cutting an oblique muscle; and 
the use of the hooks and retractor allows a free play of the scissors 
and a good view of the back of the eye-ball when rotated into 
the opening. — [Virginia Med. Monthly. 



VACCINATION AND VACCINIZATION. 



The alarming prevalence of small-pox through certain sections 
of the countr}', notwithstanding the very general vaccination which 
has been practiced* during the past few years, will have the effect 
of stimulating inquiry into the protective influence of the opera- 
tion as it is ordinarily performed. It is only those who, having 
declared against the power of vaccinia to protect against variola, 
and are casting about for arguments to support their position, who 
will seize upon the existence of the present endemic in the North- 
western States a a prop with which to sustain themselves. Such 
argument is, however, that of the special pleader, and ill befits the 
earnest searcher after truth. The fact that a vaccinated person in 
a given case is seized with small-pox, is not a legitimate argument 
against vaccination, in the proper meaning of the term. There 
are many reasons why the operation may have proven a failure: — 
The virus may not have been of proper quality, and although it 
may have caused a local sore, that sore may not have had the 
characteristics of the vaccinia pustule. This, we believe, *s a not 
uncommon occurrence. The effects of vaccinia may have disap- 
peared from the system; they evidently do pass from the systems 
of some sooner than from others, as attested by the i*esults of re- 
vaccination. Perhaps humanized virus, which has passed through 
many systems, has been employed, and, the views of Jenner to the 
contrary notwithstanding, it seems to be no longer doubtful that 
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humanized virus undergoes deterioration in its passage through the 
system, and is not as safe a protective as that which has been taken 
directly from the heifer. 

But all of the above conditions may be observed, and precau- 
tions taken, and still the vaccinated person not be proof against 
small-pox. A recent German writer has submitted a plausible 
suggestion as to the cause of the incomplete immunity in such 
cases. The person, he says, although vaccinated, is not "vacci- 
nized" — the latter term being that by which he designates such a 
changing of the system with vaccinia as to overcome the suscep- 
tibility to variola. A series of carefully conducted experiments 
has convinced him that a not inconsiderable proportion of those 
vaccinated are not vaccinized. He now recommends, and in cases 
w^here he has authority, compels successive vaccinations until the 
susceptibility to the virus has completely disappeared, as indicated 
by absence of the slightest trace of the essential character of the 
vaccine pustules at the point of application. He has found that, 
in some, sores more or less characteristic may be produced until the 
third vaccination, and holds that as long as such a sore is possible, 
the person is susceptible to small-pox. 

These observations are pregnant with suggestions, and perhaps 
we have in them the removal of the weighty argument against 
vaccination, which exists in the fact that vaccinated persons not 
infrequently die of variola, the vaccination not having vaccinized. 
— [Michigan Med. News. 



Prize Essay. — ^The Committee on Prize Essays for the Ken- 
tucky State Medical Society has decided to ofter fifty dollars ($50) 
for the best essay embodying the results of original experimental 
research, or original clinical observation on the nature, mode of 
propagation, pathology, and treatment of scarlatina. 

1. Competing essays must be the composition of, and in the 
handwriting of the authors, who must be members of the Ken- 
tucky State Medical Society. 

2. They must be marked by a motto or character, accompanied 
by a sealed envelope, bearing the same motto or character, en- 
closing the author s name 

3. They must be sent to the chairman of the committee before 
the 15th day of March, 1882. 

I liThe committee may reject any or all essays presented. In case 
of award, the successful essay shall be read to the Society on the 
morning of the second day of the annual meeting, after which the 
chairman of the committee shall open the sealed envelope, make 
known the name of the author, and publicly award the prize. 

Dudley S. Reynolds, M. D., Chairman. 
Henry M. Skillman, M. D., 
A. R. McKee,.M. D., 
^ David W. Yandell, M. D., 
Charles H. Todd, M. D. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Susceptibility to Variola. — Dr. Porterfield, in Medical and 
Surgical Reporter, says: I find among the laity an almost univer- 
sal opinion, and, indeed, among some physicians, that an attack of 
any of the zymotic diseases in the pregnant female will exempt 
the child from future attack. But from my own experience, and 
others which I have seen, I am led to the conclusion that if such 
is the rule, the exceptions to it are so numerous that but little de- 
pendence can be placed upon it as a prophylactic means. Of the 
considerable number of cases I have collected I will cite but three. 

Case i. — Mrs. N.. primipara, aged 27, was attacked with angi- 
nose variety of scarlatina, about the eighth month. About five 
days after the onset of the fever she was delivered of a pretty 
large boy, presenting a characteristic rash all over his chest, neck 
and face; this subsided and disappeared in about two days, the 
child showing no further symptoms, but died in its third year of 
the same disease in the malign.int form. 

Case 2. — Mrs. R., during .aer second pregnancy, was attacked 
with the measles — this was during the fourth month. She went 
to her full term, the child showing no evidences of the malady, 
but it subsequently did have a well defined case of the same dis- 
ease. 

Case 3. — Mrs. P. was vaccinated during her first pregnancy, 
and so violently did the virus attack her that she was confined to 
her be4 for two weeks; the scars (two in number) are as large 
as a silver half dollar. The child was recently vaccinated by my- 
self, and it worked verv successfully*, a well marked scar showing: 
in each place. 

Such cases as these, and others that have come to my notice, 
convince me that little dependence can be placed in the fact that 
the pregnant female has had a contiguous disease, or that she has 
been vaccinated while in this condition. I believe that in every 
person who has a contagious disease there is a special affinity for 
the poison of that particular disease, and that this aflinity is an 
abnormal condition, a disease, so to speak, the conditions neces- 
sary to the existence of which we are at present in ignorance of, 
and hence we cannot say whether or not it may exist more than 
once. I believe that an attack of the disease exhausts this afliinity 
and thus renders the subject exempt till the condition re-exists. 
Believing this, it is easy for me to see why many cases occur 
where the child fails to be exempt, even whcr^ the mother has 
been attacked while it was a foetus in utero. 

Small- Pox Pustulation in the Foetus in Utero. — In reply 
to the question whether true pustulation of variola can occur in the 
foetus in utero Dr. R. H. Day, of Baton Rouge, says in Maryland 
Medical Monthly: In the winter of 1831 and 1833, in the lower end 
of Calvert county, Maryland, in that portion adjacent to the Pa- 
tuxent river, just below the mouth of St. Leonard's creek, upon 
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the plantation of Dr. McGill, of Fredericksburg, Maryland^ there 
occurred a number of cases of small-pox, some mild, others con- 
fluent and grave; among the latter was a negro woman, some 30 
years of age, near the end of gestation. 

She gave birth to her child some ten or twelve days after the 
eruptive stage of her disease, and perhaps two or three weeks of 
her full term. 

I was with her at her confinement. The foetus was evidenf^lv 
living up to within a short time of its birth, as the mother had felt 
its motions distinctly within a few hours of her delivery; and 
when born there was no appearance whatever to throw discredit 
upon the mother's statement; but my eyes looked upon a sicken- 
ing spectacle — a foetus covered with a full and distinct crop of 
small-pox pustules from head to foot, some of them already rup- 
tured, and the excavations filled with pus, and many still unrup- 
tured, so characteristic as to mark the true nature of the eruption 
at first sight. 

I very carefully examined the foetus with enthusiastic interest, 
and desired much to preserve it as a pathological specimen, but in 
the country I had neither jar nor alcohol in which to keep it. 

The Bone-Conduction of Sound. — In the New York Medi- 
cal Journal and Obstetrical Review for FebruarjS 1882, Dr. J. A. 
Andrews, Assistant Surgeon to the Manhattan Eye and Ear Hos- 
pital, gives an account of his investigations in regard to the inter- 
mittent perception of sound, as conveyed through the cranial 
bones — the observations having been mostly clinical, largely with 
the use of the tuning-fork. In order that an explanation for the 
phenomenon of intermittent bone conduction may be understood, 
he thus formulates the points in diftcrential diagnosis between an 
aflTection of the middle ear and one of the labyrinth, as evidenced by 
examination with the tuning-fork: i. If a vibrating tuning-fork, 
c, be placed between the teeth, the hearing power being normal 
on one side and diminished on the other, and its tone be intensi- 
fied in the ear of which the hearing power is diminished, the 
cause is seated in the external or middle ear, and the labyrinth is 
unaflTected. 2. If the hearing power be impaired in both ears, and 
the sound of the tuning-fork be heard better in the worse ear, and 
intensified on closure of the ear of which the hearing power is 
most impaired, the cause is still located in the middle ear. 3. If 
under either of the above-mentioned conditions the vibrations 
of the tuning-fork be not heard better in that ear of which 
the hearing power is most impaired, even if its meatus be 
closed with the finger, and middle-ear disease as a cause can be 
excluded, there is an affection of the central apparatus of hearing. 
If the tone of the tuning-fork be still intensified by closure of the 
ear of which the hearing power is least impaired, there is disease 
of the eternal apparatus on one side only. Should the sound of 
the tuning-fork not be intensified by closure of either ear, then the 
disease is on both sides, and has its seat in the labyrinth or in the 
brain. In the first and second propositions the increased resonance 
results from the reflection of the vibration from the cranial bones 



Southern Medical Record. 6i 

upon the nerve. In the third proposition the reflection or conden- 
sation of the vibrations of the tuning-fork upon the nerve when 
the meatus is closed does not intensify their perception, because 
the function of the auditory nerve itself and not that of the con- 
ducting apparatus is impaired. The peculiarity that in some cases 
of middle-ear disease the watch is not heard by bone-conduction, 
and in other cases examination with the tuning-fork gives the 
signs of labyrinth disease — i. e., the tuning-fork being heard by 
bone-conduction better in the ear which is normal as to hearing 
power, therefore diminished instead of increased in the ear of 
which the hearing capacity is impaired — cannot, it seems to him, 
be explained by assuming an interference with the conduction 
through the chain ot ossicles. He inclines to the belief, based 
upon experiments, that this phenomenon is due to increased intra- 
labyrinthine pressure, brought about in those cases of middle- 
ear disease in which there is an accumulation of fluid in the tym- 
panum, or the membrana tympani is much depressed, in the for- 
mer instance by the fluid in the cavity acting upon the oval or 
round window, or both, and in the latter instance by the plate of 
stapes being forced against the membrane in the oval window. 
In both cases the terminations of the acoustic nerve suffer a me- 
chanical irritation which gives rise on the one hand to subjective 
noises in the ear, and on the other hand annuls the perception of 
<:ertain tones. Extreme pressure upon these parts may so inter- 
fere with intra-labvrinthine vibrations as to completclv obliterate 
bone-conduction from the tuning-fork. — [X. Y. Med. Journal and 
Ob. Review. 

Coli Applications in Typhoid Fever. — Dr. Flint, in a lecture 
at Bellevue, thus summarizes the results of a number of cases : 
From the study of these cases it may be conceded : 

1. That by the application of cold water externally in cases of 
typhoid fever, the temperature of the body may, after a variable 
time of the continuance of the employment, be reduced to 102° or 
lower. 

2. After a period varying very much in different cases, and, 
also, at different times in the same case, the temperature, as a rule, 
again rises as high as, or higher than, before the reduction. 

3. Repeating the employment of cold as often as the axillary 
temperature exceeds 103°, the number of repetitions required in 
different cases is extremely variable. 

4. The sponge bath and the wet sheet with sprinkling may be 
employed to the exclusion of the bath-tub in the antipyretic treat- 
ment in cases of typhoid fever as well as of other febrile dis- 
eases. 

5. These modes of employing cold water may be continued 
sufficiently long for the reduction of temperature to i03° or lower, 
and repeated as often as may be required, without risk of any im- 
mediate injury, and the study of these cases furnishes no ground 
for supposing that a liability to complications or accidents is thereby 
increased. 

6. Reduction of temperature by these modes jis often as it rises. 
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in the axilla, above 103°, improves the condition of the patient. 
The cases now studied do not afford proof, either that the fatality 
of typhoid fever, or that its duration is thereby diminished. The 
study of these cases, however, renders it possible that this proof 
would be afforded by a larger collection of cases. 

During the period that the cases now studied were treated, seven 
hospital cases were recorded in which antipyretic treatment was 
not employed. In most of these cases the temperature did not 
rise above 103°, and it was for this reason that the treatment was 
not employed. Of these seven cases three were fatal, but I need 
not sav that it would be unfair to draw anv deduction from the 
contrast as regards the proportionate number of fatal cases. It is- 
well known that, in general, resistance, toleration, and recupera- 
tion are not as well exemplified within as outside of hospitals. 
Moreover, in cases of typhoid fever, patients are not admitted 
into hospitals until some days after the commencement of the dis- 
ease. The clinical test of therapeutical measures, as far as fatality 
is concerned, is therefore best Afforded bv the studv of cases in 
private practice. 

7. The results of the analysis of these cases, although not sus- 
taining the statements of Liebermeister and others respecting the 
controlling influence of the employment of cold externally in cases 
of typhoid fever, yet not only show^ this method of antipyretic 
treatment to be safe, but afford encouragement to employ it with 
the expectation of diminishing the severity of the disease and its 
danger to life. 

Cough and Phthisis. — Prof. J^artholomew (Med. News and 
Abstract) says: I come now to another symptom — cough — which 
usually taxes severely the resources of the physician. As cougli 
prevents sleep, destroys rest, and is exhausting, the patients are 
clamorous for relief. Much coughing is a peculiarly severe form 
of exercise, and demands suppression or amelioration for this rea- 
son. The expedients are almost past computation — a sure indica- 
tion both of failure and intractability. The reflex irritation pro- 
ceeding from the fauces may be allayed by a gargle of bromide of 
potassium, by brushing over the mucous membrane a one per cent, 
solution of carbolic acid, or by atomizing a solution of morphia.. 
The combination of diluted hydro-bromic acid, and spirit of chlo- 
roform proposed by Dr. Fothergill, does very w^ell sometimes, but 
in general is disappointing. In fact, there arc no efficient substi- 
tutes for opium, and we must turn to this when the cough is 
severe and persistent. The most generally useful of the prepara- 
tions and derivatives of opium is codeia. The grounds of its 
utility in cough are these: it has a selective action on the pneu- 
mogastric nerve, allaying irritability of its end organs; it^s calma- 
tive and hypnotic, and as compared to morphia is less excitant 
and less nauseant. Codeia is adapted to those cases in which the 
cough is largely nervous. It may be combined with strychnia 
when there is vomiting, and with atropia or picro-toxine wheu 
the sweats are profuse. The following are examples: R. Codeiae 
sulph., gr. X.; ext. hyoscyami, 9j. M. ft. pil. no. xx. Sig. One pil^ 
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every four hours. R. Codeine sulph , gr. xvj., strychnia^ sulph., gr. 
j; atropine sulph, gr. ^; acid sulph. dil. 5 ij; aqua? 5 vj.'M. Sig. 
Ten to fifteen drops three times a day. Morphia may be substi- 
tuted for codeias in any of these prescriptions, by reducing the 
quaotity one-half. Carbolic acid exercises no little influence over 
cough, expectoration, and fever, and is most serviceable in allay- 
ing the reflex vomiting. It is best given in solution, as follows: 
R. Acid, carbolic: gr. viij, aquae laurocerasi, aqua}, aa 5 i. M. Si<i^. 
A teaspoonful every four hours. Carbolic acid is especially indi- 
cated in the fetid expectoration of bronchiectasis. In the cough 
of fibroid lung, and of the stage of deposit before softening in 
caseous pneumonia, I have had excellent results from the adminis- 
tration of iodide of ammonium in the wine of tar. R. Ammonii 
iodid. 3ij; vini, picis liquid, svrp, tolu aa 5 ij. M. Sig. A teaspoon- 
ful. 

Night S^veatS. — This is both an interesting and an important 
subject. It is interesting because of the striking results obtained 
by some new contributions to our therapeutical resources, and im- 
portant because of the baleful influence of the sweats over the 
progress of the disease. If the sweats are profuse, there is an 
actual loss of material, of salts and organic matter, which repre- 
sents waste of tissue. It is highly important to check this waste 
and preserve the material for the nutrition of the body. Until the 
recent observations of Dr. Murrell proving the great value of pic- 
rotoxine, atropia had the first place as a remedy for the night 
sweats of phthisis. I have usually given atropia with strychnia 
and morphia for the triple object of arresting the sweating, allay- 
ing cough, and stopping the reflex vomiting. It is not a little re- 
markable that the temperature is generally reduced by the com- 
bined use of these remedies. I have preferred to give the atropia 
with regularity three times a d'ay, because of an influence over the 
progress of the disease, which seems to be independent of its 
anhydrotic power, and w'hich can be explained only on the suppo- 
sition that it has the power to improve the nutrition of the lungs. 
Its introduction into use as a remedy for phthisis has put a new 
phase on the prognosis of cases of caseous pheumonia, not ad- 
vanced to the stage of softening. Some practitioners prefer to 
give atropia in a single full dose (i.6oth of a grain) at bed hour, 
but the results are better, if given in a small quantity (1.200th of a 
grain) the effect being distributed through the day. The suscep- 
tibility to the action 'of atropia varies greatly, and as immense dis- 
comfort may be produced by a medicinal dose, care is necessary 
to avoid unpleasant results. Recognizing the importance of the 
influence w^hich atropia appears to have on the trophic system of 
the lungs, I have had patients take it for years at a time, and 
without any ill eficcts. 

The success of picrotoxine as an anhydrotic has been quite de- 
cided. Dr. Murrell finds that so small a quantity as the 1.200th of 
a grain, at bed hour, may arrest the sweating for a number of days. 
Although possessed of properties somewhat like those of strych- 
nia, it is by no means so powerful, and may be given by the 
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stomach up to 1.30th of a grain. Dover's powder, and, oddly 
enough, pilocarpine occasionally, acts very decidedly as an 
arrester of perspiration — a capital illustration of certain kinds of 
physiological antagonism. Take it all in all, atropia should be 
preferred in most cases, because of its apparent influence over the 
nutrition of the lungs. Whilst atropia is given, three times a day, 
picrotoxine may be exhibited at bedtime, if the eflects of the 
former is inadequate. 

Does Vaccination Protect? — It is becoming somewhat tire- 
some to have to reiterate the truths about vaccination. And it will 
sometimes occur to us that the best way, after all, would be to 
leave the question alone, and let the people find out the facts for 
themselves. Why should the doctor worry himself? If the peo- 
ple do not and will not believe in vaccination, wiiy not drop our 
quills, and, having vaccinated ourselves and families, let the dis- 
ease work awav in its old-fashioned seventeenth centurv stvle. 
In 182 1, half of the city of Boston lay sick with the small-pox. 
Would not the return of such a visitation be better than anv 
pamphlets or statistics.-^ 

We present here a very few of the facts and figures upon which 
this universal agreement is based. It should be remembere:', 
however, that aside from statistical proof, nearly every physician, 
at some time during his life, gets personal evidence of the efficacy 
of Jenner's discovery. 

Previous to the introduction of vaccination, the annual mortalitv 
from small-pox throughout Europe was about three thousand to 
every million inhabitants. During the forty years subsequent, the 
mortality from the same (/ause was reduced in Sweden to 158 per 
million; in Westphalia to 114; in Bohemia, Moravia, and Austrian 
Silesia, to about 200; in Copenhagen to 2S6; in Berlin to 176; in 
England to 200. 

In i8s;3, the Epidemiological Society received two thousand let- 
ters from medical men, affirming their belief, from personal expe- 
rience, in the protective power of vaccination. Dr. Simon ob- 
tained similar answers from five hundred and fortv-two to whom 
letters were addressed. 

One observer, Marshall, has shown that among 757 persons ex- 
posed to small -pox, 231 had been vancinated, and of these latter 
only 24 took the disease. All the remainder, except seven, were 
infected. In 187 1, an anti-vaccination excitement was fomented 
in England, and Parliament undertook to investigate the question. 
A large committf^e was appointed, and testimony taken from every 
quarter. The result was an overwhelming refutatio*. of the points 
claimed by the anti-vaccinationists. 

In the Franco-Prusian war, an epidemic of small-pox arose 
among the unvaccinated inhabitants of Brittany. It spread among 
the French soldiers, and destroyed 23,000 of them. The Prussian 
army, which was frequently and extensively exposed, and was 
larger than the French, lost only about 250 persons by the disease 
The Prussian army was thoroughly vaccinated, the French was 
not. In the whole Prussian armv for twentv vears, thougrh often 
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exposed, only four fatal cases of small-pox occurred among the 
revaccinated. 

There are a few things which have to be borne in mind when 
arguing for vaccination: 

1. Vaccination is protective only when the virus is good, and 
lias entered and affected the svstem. 

2. There is a very small number of persons who will take small- 
pox if exposed, whether they have been vaccinated or not. If 
A'accinated, however, most of these will have the disease less se- 
verely. 

3. Vaccination protects in most cases onh' for a certain period 
of vears, and revacci nation is necessarv. 

4. Vaccine lymph may possibly deteriorate after passing through 
the human system many times. This deterioration of humanized 
lymph has probably taken place in England, and perhaps else- 
where in Europe. 

5. Small-pox varies in malignancy with the epidemic. There is 
no evidence, however, to prove that small- pox is any less malig- 
Jiant now, on the whole, than it was eighty years ago. 

The above tacts have to be considered in passing judgment 
upon the so-called statistics of anti- vaccinationists. — [^Iedical 
Record. 

J. J. Connor, M. D., of Palmer, 111., reports a case in the 
Medical and Surgical Reporter, where a woman, being taken 
with an epileptic fit, fell into a shallow creek and was drowned. 

The woman was about eight months and twenty days gone in 
pregnancy. As near as could be determined, the woman fell into 
"the creek before eleven o'clock, A. M., and when seen by the 
■doctor a few minutes after twelve M., was cold and dead; the 
foetal heart-beat could at this time, be plainly heard and the move- 
inents of the child distinctly felt, and at 1:30 P. M., when the 
doctor left, the heart-beat and movements were as appreciable as 
when he first saw her, and the woman who laid the deceased out, 
*'said they felt the foetal movements up to near 3 P. M.'' 

This case is very interesting as it is generally believed, by the 
profession, that the foetus must die very shortly after the mother's 
heart ceases to beat, yet from this case it appears that there are 
instances where it may live for a considerable length of time. The 
doctor's excuse for not delivering the child at once, on discovering 
that it was alive, that the principal men of the village and an ir- 
regular practitioner of medicine said ''that it would never do in 
the world, and that the child would not live anvwav" — is a verv 
lame one. — [N. W. Lancet. 

The Immediate Arrest of Bleeding from the Nose.— John 
Kent Spender, M. D., in British Medical Journal, says: An im- 
proved instrument is described in Mr. W. Spencer Watson's book 
on Diseases of the Nose and its Accessory Cavities. It "consists 
of a gum elastic tube about five inches long, with lateral perfora- 
tions near the end, and covered with thin caoutchouc membrane 
in the form of a spirally twisted bag for the last three or four in- 
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ches of its length. To use it the membranous bag is smoothly 
folded over the continued tube, and the whole being oiled (diluted 
glycerine is better) is passed along the floor of the nares till it 
reaches the pharynx. The bag is now inflated, . . . and if a 
stop-cock is fitted the air is kept in by turning it as soon as suffi- 
cient tension is obtained." The cavity of the twisted bag could 
be injected with water if it were desired, but I have never found 
this necessary. Wtjen I recollect what ^'bleeding from the nose'' 
was in old days, I cannot be too thankful to Dr. Rose for his sim- 
ple and effective invention. To be called to an obstinate accident 
of this kind, especially when otlier medical men had failed, was 
enough to make one sick at heart from the possibility of adding 
another fiiilure to the drearv historv; and then there was the con- 
sciousness that delay might mean impaired health or even death 
to the victim. The victorv is half won when a man is armed with 
an apparatus which he knows is sure to succeed; and I am now 
speaking of cases in w^hicli he wishes to succeed, and which are 
not forms of natural blood-letting to be encouraged. The object 
of this brief communication is to recommend Dr. Rose's instru- 
ment for (i) facility of introduction; (2) the extent and evenness- 
of the inflated area: and (3) the possibility of its remaining in situ 
for thhty-six or forty-eight hours, when it may be gently removed^ 
and the hemorrhagic nostril can be syringed with some cold as- 
tringent fluid for purposes of cleanliness and the washing away of 
the blood debris. — [Chicago Medical Journal. 

Expressing the Placenta. — The method at present in vogue 
of expressing the placenta is associated indissolubly with the name 
of Crede, for though the value of friction, of kneading, and com- 
pression was appreciated, as their writings show, by Mauriceau,. 
Robert Wallace Johnson, Joseph Clarke, Busch, Mayer, and 
others, it remained for Crede to elevate placental expression to the 
rank of a recognized procedure of obstetric practice. 

Crede's method consists essentially in applying at first light and 
afterward stronger friction to the fundus of the uterus till an ener- 
getic contraction is obtained; at its height the uterus is grasped so- 
that the fundus rests in the palm of the hand with the fingers to 
the front. The exercise of circular compression forces the pla- 
centa from the uterus, or in case of failure the process may be re- 
peated until the object is accomplished. It is true that the expul- 
sion of the placenta will, as a rule, occur spontaneously. The un- 
aided uterus is, however, liable to relax and become the source of 
hemorrhage; or where the delivery does not take place speedily, 
it may on the other hand close down so as to imprison the placenta 
within its cavity. The great merit of Crede's method is that by 
maintaining retraction it prevents hemorrhage, and by promoting 
speedy expulsion it guards against the dangers of retention 
When systematically practiced the bugbear known as adherent 
placenta is the rarest of accidents. 

The practice is not difficult and is devoid of danger. To be 
successful, however, expression should be practiced only during a 
contraction, and the propulsive force should be directed from the 
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fundus downward in the axis of the uterus. Spiegelburg lays 
great stress on exercising compression of the uterus from the mo- 
ment the head emerges from the vulva, and not waiting until the 
delivery of the child is ended. Bv so doinj' gfeneral contractions 
are maintained and the detachment of the placenta promoted. — 
Lusk's new w^ork on Midwifery.' — [Medical Weekly. 

Cutaneous Eruptions Caused by the Use of Certain Medi- 
cines. — (Giron. It. del' Malatt. Vener e del' Pelle, June, iSSi). — 
Auspitz, in his valuable **System der Hautkrankeiten," gives the 
following as the .secondary result of an angioneurasis: 

Quinine. — [a) Scarlatinous erythema; (b) morbillious papular 
erythema; {c) hemorrhagia and purpura; {d) wheals, oedema, 
pruritus. 

Cinchona, Belladonna, Strychnine, and Str.vmonium. — 
Manifestations like papulae sudorales. 

DiiGTALis. — Ervthema after a few davs' use. 

AcoN ite. — Vescular exanthema. 

Santonine. — Vesicles, wheals. 

Rhus Venenata and Toxicodendron. — Vesicular eruption. 

Opium and Morphine. — Erythema, papular eruption with 
much desquamation and pruritus. 

Pilocarpine and Atropia(.^) — -Augmentation of the perspira- 
tion. 

Phosphorus. — Purpura. 

Phosphoric Acid. — Bullous eruption. 

Mercury (internally). — Erythema, eczema. 

Arsenic — Erythema and papules, eczema. 

Carbolic Acid. — Ervthema, vesicles or wheals. 

Salicylic Acid. — Purpura, vesicles with laryngeal catarrh; 
wheals.^ 

Chloral Hydrate. — Erythema (well-colored), pruritus, des- 
quamation; purpura and petechia?; eczema with crust and scab. 

Balsam Copaiba, Cubebs, Turpentine. — Vesicles, erythema, 
eczema. 

CoD-LivER Oil. — Acne. 

Iodide of Potash. — Papules; vesicles and bullae; pustules and 
ecthyma; eczema; echymosis and purpura. 

Bromide of Potassium. — Papules and pustules; deep tubercles 
and ecchymosis; vesicles; ulcers. — [Virginia Med. Monthly. 

Hypodermic Injection of Water in the Treatment of Pain. 
— In the Gacete Medical of Venezuela, Dr. Ponte relates his ex- 
periences in several instances in which he employed water hypo- 
dermically for the relief of pain. The first case was that of a 
boy who was suffering Irom an intercostal neuralgia, so severe 
as to almost endanger the life of the patient by interference with 
respiration. Not having any morphine with him, the author de- 
termined to work upon the imagination of the sufferer by inject- 
ing pure cold water over the location of the pain, a procedure 
which, much to his astonishment, was followed by permanent 
relief. Impressed WMth this fact. Dr. Ponte resolved upon further 
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experiments. The next case was one of toothache. In order to 
eliminate the imaginative element, he informed the patient of the 
treatment to be employed, for the execution of which permission 
was rather reluctantly given. An injection practiced upon the 
side of the face nearest to the pain, was followed by considerable 
ardor, but in less than a minute the odontalgia had subsided. 
Animated with these results, he employed cold water injections in 
a variety of different pains, always with happy issue, even in 
cases where morphine had been the drug previously administered. 
Another patient had been suffering nine years from intense gastro- 
intestinal neuralgia, which baffled all remedies. The pain came 
on after meals, and its violence was such as to cause her fre- 
quently to faint. When first seen by the writer, she w'as utterly 
prostrated. Two injections relieved the pain, and subsequent 
tonic treatment restored her to health. Several hundred cases 
have been treated in the manner described, with good results. 
No explanation is given as to the action of the remedy. — [New 
York Medical Record. 



The Specific Germ of Gonorrhoeal Pus. — After many un- 
successful attemptsi, a specific microbe has been discovered in the 
pus of gonorrhoea. The Annales de Dermatologie has a synopsis 
of a recent work by M. Weiss. The pus examined came both 
from men and women, and was taken with all the necessary pre- 
cautions. In everv case microscopic examination showed in pus 
corpuscles and epithelial cells little bodies, in some cases isolated 
and in others united in groups, and arrayed in a peculiar manner. 

These bodies, of whicn the author gives a minute description, 
have always a characteristic appearance. M. W'eiss examined the 
pus from thirty-two patients, and each time he found the parasitic 
forms. As a control experiment he examined the pus from cases 
of non-specific urethritis, balanoprostatites, bubo, leucorrhoea, etc , 
and never could discover the elements which he looks upon as 
characteristic of gonorrhoea. There still remain to be made cul- 
ture experiments, which have not yet been begun. 

M. Weiss calls especial attention to the action of hypermangan- 
ate of potassium on the parasite. In all cases of vaginal gonor- 
rhoea treated in the service of M. Spillman, of Nancy, by means 
of injection of this salt, the parasites diminished rapidly in num- 
ber, their enveloping zone disappeared and changes in appearance 
took place which showed either their destruction or at least great 
alteration as a result of the application of the salt. The strength 
used was 0.25 centigrammes to 1000. — [Jour, de Med. et de Chir. 
pratiques, November, 1881. — Exchange. 

Hypodermic Injection of Quinine. — For injection the fol- 
lowing solution was made: Thirty grains of sulphate of quinine, 
fifteen grains of tartaric acid, and hal^ an ounce of water. Twenty 
minims of this were injected every two hours in a case of inter- 
mittent fever. The patient had been a resident for some years in 
the West Indies, and when there several times had ague. He 
stated that he knew when it was going to recur since he returned 
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to this country, and that he had been ordered to take quinine. 
This, however, always occasioned vomiting, and he was obliged 
to desist and endure the fever, which lasted forty-eight hours. 
The injection which was given caused no pain, and it was fol- 
lowed by no abscesses. It seemed to have the effect of warding 
off the attack, according to the man's statement. On several oc- 
casions this method of administering quinine has been tried. I 
can testify as to the pain being nil, and to the absence of any in- 
flammation. Dissolved in any other acid quinine is a painful and 
troublesome agent, and its use cannot be recommended. In cases 
of typhoid fever I would not hesitate to use it hypodermically, 
and should imagine that good results would ensue, both in reduc- 
ing the temperature and in' preventing any derangement of the 
digestive organs, apt to be induced by large doses administered by 
the mouth. — [Therapeutic Gazette. 

On the Indications for the Use of Morphia in Pureperal 
Eclampsia. — Dr. McFarlane, of Toronto, who has found mor- 
phia, administered hypodermically, to be a most efficient remedy 
in the treatment of puerperal convulsions, gives, in the Canadian 
Journal of Medical Sciences, for December, 1881, his reasons for 
regarding it as especially indicated in this disease. He first points 
out what he regards as the true cause of the convulsions, viz., 
anaemia of the brain, with increased irratability and general ex- 
haustion of the entire nervous system, resulting from the distur- 
bance of the circulation produced by the increased labor required 
of the heart in carrying on the foetal circulation. In morphia we 
have a drug which produces an increased flow of blood to the 
nerve centres, and by its soporific effect allows the brain to rest 
while increased power is gained to carry on the nervous functions 
of the body. The control which morphine exercjees over the 
disease, both in the preliminary stage as well as when the convul- 
sions actually set in, is so prompt and decisive, he says, as to con- 
vince the most skeptical after having given it a fair trial. To give 
any preparation of opium in this disease by the stomach, he re- 
gards as of little if any use, as the sickly condition of the organ is 
such that* the medicine is not absorbed in time to be of anv benefit 
to the patient, and moreover, the remedy should be given early 
and in sufficient quantity (not less than from one-half to a grain) 
to control the convulsions ift once. — [The Medical and Surgical 
Reporter. 

Manipulation of the Scapula in Dislocation of the 
Shoulder. — The patient being completely stripped as far as the 
upper part of the body is concerned, is either made to lie on a 
couch or a bed, or he can be, from my last experience, easily ma- 
nipulated in a sitting posture. Take for example dislocation of the 
left shoulder. The left wrist is grasped with the left hand, and 
the arm gently abducted; the fingers of the right hand are then 
firmly pushed between the head of the humerus and the wall of 
thorax, when with a sweep of the arm across the body the head 
of the bone is easily lifted and slides into the glenoid. — [E. T. T., 
in British Medical Journal. 
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Calomel and Chlorate of Potash. — A correspondent of the 
Medical and Surgical Reporter relates the following to prove the 
incompatibility of the two compounds: 

C. W., aged four years, suftering from an attack of pharyngitis 
(acute). I ordered a purgative dose of calomel, and at the same 
time a prescription containing tinctura ferri chloridi and potass, 
chlorat., the latter not to be given till the purgative effects of the 
former had been obtained; but contrary to my directions, in about 
an hour after giving the calomel they gave a dose of the iron and 
potash. 

A short time afterwards I was summoned, and found my little 
patient suffering fronj all the symptoms of poisoning by corrosive 
sublimate, but with no salivation, nor did any appear subsequently. 
I administered the usual remedies for such poisoning, and * the 
recovery was rapid. 

[The addition of the tincture of iron entirely changes the aspect 
of the question. The tincture is always decidedly acid, some- 
times quite strongly so. The presence of a powerful mineral acid 
like muriatic acid will cause chemical decompositions which 
would not occur otherwise.] — [Druggists' Circular. 

Rattlesnake Poison. — Dr. L. Filho has published the follow- 
ing results of his experiments on the poison of the rattlesnake in 
the Archivos do Museu Nacional do Rio de Janeiro: i. The 
poison of Crotalus horridus acts upon the blood by destroying the 
red blood-corpuscles, and by changing the physical and chemical 
quality of the plasma; 2. The poison contains some mobile bodies 
similar to the micrococcus of putrefaction; 3. The blood of an 
animal killed by a snake's bite when inoculated to another animal 
of the same size and species causes death of the latter within a few 
hours, under the same symptoms and the same changes of the 
blood; 4. The poison can be dried and preserved for a long time 
without losing its specific quality; 5. Alcohol is the best anti- 
dote to the poison of Crotalus horridus known at present. — 
[Louisville Medical News. 

Dr. R. Fo^vler, of Ednaville, Texas, writes in Southern 
Clinic as follows: A case of a little tw^o-and-a-half year old child 
was to-day presented for treatment. The case is unique; it con- 
sists of a small worm under the skin, crawling around the body; 
and as proof of the truth of it, in October last Dr. Emanuel took 
one out of the same child. The father says it was of a white 
color, with a ffat, black head, and about two-and-a-half inches 
long. It comes nqar the surface at times, and then recedes away. 
You can readily see the track beneath the skin by the ecchymosed 
appearance. It was on the shoulder yesterday morning. I could 
easily destroy it by hypodermic injection, but I wish to get it out 
entire, and send to some entomologist for identification. Do you 
know of any such case on record? And what entomologist or 
microscopist must I send it to? The child is perfectly healthy 
every way; is fat, and it gives him no pain or trouble. But how 
came this worm there? How did it get in the cellular tissues? 
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SOIENTinC ITEMS. 



The Musquito as a Carrier of Disease. — A correspondent 
inquires whether there is ''anything in the newspaper statement 
that musquitoes are the agents for introducing dangerous parasites 
into the human blood." We arc pained to be obliged to say that 
there is good ground for this addition to the disreputable "record" 
of the insect. The discovery was made a year or more ago— we 
cannot give the exact date — and has since been fuUv confirmed bv 
further mvestigation. Dr. Meisoner of Leipsic, in a German medi- 
cal magazine, has lately summed up what is known of the parasi- 
tic ii\fection of the blood, and the following is an abstract from 
what he says of the jUiaria sanguinis hominis : — This parasite has 
been very thoroughly studied by Manson, of Amoy, China, and 
Bancroft of Brisbane, Australia. The filiaria, while it may at 
times be present in the blood without giving rise to any symp- 
toms, at other times appears beyond question to be the cause of 
ehyluria, elephantiasis, etc. The mode of its action would seem 
purely mechanical. The parasite in the blood or lymph channels 
and its accumulation at a given point gives rise to lymphorrhagia 
or inflammation. Two curious facts have recently come to light 
regarding the parasite. One is that the musquito acts as a carrier; 
sucking the filaria with the blood of an affected person, it after- 
wards deposits the ova or embryos, which have meantime hatched, 
in the water when it lays its own eggs. These embryos are then 
s^vallowed in the drinking-water by another victim; ^nd so the 
circle of disease is completed. Another and a very curious fact 
regarding the filaria was lately discovered; this is that it is a noc- 
turnal parasite. During the day the filiariae lie dormant at some 
point in the victim's circulation, but at night they sally forth and 
rove the currents of the blood the night long. — [Boston Journal 
of Chemistrv. 

Telephone Sound of Voices. — It is noticed that the tele- 
phone gives a particular accent to the peculiarities of voice. A 
growling voice is surlier, a sharp voice more sharp; like the pho- 
tograph, it makes matters worse. There is nothing like the sun 
picture for bringing out the hidden peculiarities of a face. They 
may be hidden in real life, in trained expressions, or favor of com- 
plexion, but the photograph is sure to seize them, almost to cari- 
cature. So the telephone, too, has a trick of making the voice "a 
little more so" than it is, in whatever direction its defects lie. This 
playfulness of the telephone might stand in its way sometimes, if 
it should come generally into use for critical purposes; but does 
not appear to have been in Briggsville, Mass., where a croupy 
child was brought to cough into a telephone so that the doctor, 
some miles away, at North Adams, could hear and prescribe for it 
It probably made the case out at least as bad as it could for the 
little sufferer, who was speedily relieved by the return prescrip- 
tion over the wire. — [Ex. 
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Ancient Division of Time. — The German Heusler has sug- 
gested on the same point that the ancients did not divide time as 
we do. Previous to the age of Abraham the year, among some 
people of the East, was only three months, or a season; so that 
they had a year of spring, one of summer, one of fall, and one oC 
winter. The year was extended so as to consist of eight months- 
after Abraham, and of twelve months after Joseph. Voltaire re- 
jected the longevity assigned to the patriarch of the Bible, but ac- 
cepted without question the stories of the great age attained by 
some men in India, where, he says, **It is not rare to see old men 
of one huncrcd and twenty years." The eminent French phys- 
iologist, Flourens, fixing the complete development of man at 
twenty years, teaches that he should live five times as long as it 
takes him to become an adult According to this author the mo- 
ment of a complete development may be recognized by the fact 
of the junction of the bones with their apophyses. The junction 
takes place in horses at five years, and the horse does not live be- 
yond twenty-five years; with the ox, at four years, and it does not 
live over twenty years; with the cat at eighteen months, and that 
animal rarely lives over ten years. With man, it is effected at 
twenty years, and he only exceptionally lives beyond one hundred 
years. The same physiologist admits, however, that human life 
may be exceptionally prolonged under certain conditions of com- 
fort, sobriety, freedom from care, regularity of habits, and observ- 
ance of the rules of hygiene; and he terminates his interesting 
study of the last point (*'De la Longevite humaine'') with the 
aphorism, **Man kills himself rather than dies." 

The Dentaphone. — In answer to question No. 275 regarding 
the "Dentaphone'' will say: I have used one for about 18 months- 
Am quite deaf and have false teeth; yet with the dentaphone I 
hear quite well; in fact can do business nearly as well as ever. It 
does not work on all alike, however. In some the nerves from 
the teeth or gums are paralyzed, so that no sound is conveyed. If 
the nerves are perfect, any one \till be greatly benefitted after one 
or two weeks practice. To tell whether the nerves are alive, take 
a small stick a foot long; place one end on the sounding board of 
a piano, the other against the teeth. If it sounds louder on strik- 
ing the piano keys, you can learn to use the dentaphone. — W. W> 
L., Kansas City, Mo. — [Drug Cir. 

The Pennsylvania Railroad has in use an automatic track 
tester which discovers faults in the track not ordinarily appreci- 
able to the eye, and makes a record of them which indicates their 
precise locality, and all this while the machine is passing over the 
road at from fifteen to twenty-five miles an hour. It has the ex- 
ternal appearance of a baggage car, but inside is fitted up with 
self-registering apparatus, electric clock, etc. A bad joint between 
the rails registers itself by the jolt it causes to the delicately hung car. 
Errors of level in the track are recorded by pencils on ruled paper, 
and so nicely arranged that the variations of an eighth of an inch 
are made manifest. — [Mechanical News. 
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PRAOTIOAL NOTES AND FORMULA. 



Preston's Salts greatly vary in composition. The following is 
j^iven in Wood and Bache: 

I. Oil of cloves ^ drachm. 

Oil of lavender i drachm. 

Oil of bergamot 2^ drachms. 

Strong solution of ammonia 10 ounces. 

Fill the smelling hotfles with coarsely bruised carbonate of am- 
monia, and add to the salt as much of the aromatic solution as it 
will absorb. The subjoined gives also very good smelling salts. 
It is in several respects superior to the above, and is not so gener- 
allv known as it deserves to be: 

2. Oil of lemon i drachm. 

Oil of lavender ^ drachm. 

Oil of cloves 5 drops. 

« Stronger ammonia 15 ounces. 

Fill the smelling bottles with crystallized sulphate of potassa, 
and pour into each bottle as ifiuch of the aromatic ammonia as the 
salt can retain without spilling.^ This makes a much prettier look- 
ing smelling salt than carbonate of ammonia, and as it does not 
cake together like it, the bottle need not be emptied when the am- 
monia has evaporated. All that is necessary is to fill it up again 
with the aromatic ammonia. The mixture is also more pungent, 
and its flavor appears to be more generally acceptable to the ma- 
jority of customers. — [Drug. Circular. 

Anise-seed Soothing Cordial. — 

Oil of anise-seed ^ 3 drachms. 

Oil of coriander 5 drops. 

Deodorized tincture of opium 17 fluid ounces. 

Alcohol 19 pints. 

Syrup 20 pints. 

Water 40 pints. 

Cudbear 2 to 3 drachms. 

Mix together, and after macerating forty -eight hours, filter 
through paper. Each fluid ounce will contain very nearly half a 
grain of opium, equivalent to about one-tourth the strength of 
paregoric. The cudbear is only added, as a precaution, to impart 
a distinctive color, and may be omitted. — [Druggists' Cir. 

Cathartic Enema. — 

R Senna pulv I .- • ^^r^ 

TVT •• 1 u - «« 5Ji ^0.00 gm. 

Magnesn sulph ) ^ j ♦ .1 fe 

Aquae bullentis Oij; 946.38 fl. gm. 

M. Steep for twenty minutes and strain; then inject the whole 



gen 



tl\' with the hips raised. — [New Eng. Med. Monthly. 
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Formulae Used in the New York Hospital — For external use 

ECZEMA DRYING SALVE. 

R Plumbi glycerat 3 j 

Ungt. zinci oxid 5 j 

keli.y's tonic. 

B Tr. nucis vomicae f. 5 ij 

Acid, nitromuriat. dil f. 3 iij 

Tr. cinch, co f. 5 jss 

Tr. gent, co ad f. 3 " j 

Dose, two drachms in water, three times a day. 

Hamilton's tonic. 

R Strychnia; sulph gr. viij 

Cinchonidia; sulph 3 j 

Tr. ferri chlor 3 v j 

Syr. zingibcris, 

Acid, phosphoric, dil aa ^ xvj» 

Dose, one teaspoonfiil three times a day. 

DR. DRAPER. 

• 

No. I. 
R Acidi citrici, 

Ferri et quinia; cit aa 3 iv , 

Aqua}, 

Svr. limonis aa f. 5 i j 

M. 

No. 2. 

R Potass, bicarb 5 iv 

AquaB ad 3 iv 

M One fluid drachm of each in two drachms of water, to be 
mixed at the time of taking. 

ANTI-RHEUMATIC MIXTURE. 

(Mistura Antiarthritica.) 

R Potassii iodidi 3v 

Vini colchici sem 3 j 

Tr. cimcifugae rac 3 i j 

Tr. stramon 3 ss 

Tr. opii camp 3 jss 

M. Dose, 5 i. three times a day. 

ointment of iodoform. 

R Iodoform 3 j 

Vaselinte 3 j 

Reduce the iodoform to powder and add to the vaseline; heat by 
water bath till dissolved. 
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COMPOUND IODOFORM OINTMENT. 

R Piilv. iodoform; 

Acidi tannic! '<^*^ 5 } 

Vaselinae 3 j 

OINTMENT OF TAK AND OXIDE OF ZINC. 

R Ungt. picis 3 iv 

Zinci oxidi 3 j 

Cerat simpi § j^s 

Aphrodisiacs. — 

According to Dr. Bartholomew, tlie following are distinctly 
aphrodisiac combinations in functional generative debility. 

R. Ergot extract, aquos 9j. 

SanguinaritE pulv g^- U- 

M. For twenty pills. One three times a day. ^ 

Or, 

R. Tinct.sanguinar 3 "j- 

Stillingia; ext, fluid 5 v. 



• i. ^ 



M. Fifteen to twenty jdrops in water, thrice'daily. — [Druggists 
Circular. 

Dewee's Carminative. — The foUlowing is the generally ac- 
cepted formula for an old and popular preparation: 

Carbon.ite of magnesia 12 drachms. 

Sugar 3 ounces. 

Tincture of assafa^.tida 3 fluid ounces. 

Tincture opium i fluid ounce. 

Water 24 fluid ounces. 

Triturate together until they are mixed. 

Zimmerman's Decoction. — This is an old preparation, which 
is directed to be made as follows: 

Rhubarb i drachm. 

Cream of tartar i ounce. 

Barley i ounce. 

Water 2 pints. 

Boil for fifteen minutes, strain, and add enough simple syrup or 
sugar to sweeten the decoction. 

For Diphtheria. — Dr. Guttman's prescription: 

R Pilocarpin muriate • gr. 1 .J, 

Pepsin 3SS, 

Acid muriatic gT^ts. x, 

Aqua §viU- 

M. Teaspoonful every hour. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

The splendid house of Wni. R. Warner & Co., has a new ad- 
vertisement in this issue. Don't fail to read it. 

Non-Humanized Vaccine Virus. — See advertisement of H. 
M. Merrell & Co., Cincinnati, O., in relation to genuine vaccine 
virus. 

Parke, Davis & Co. — See the new advertisement of this large 
and excellent house in this issue of the Journal. No end to the 
push and energy of this establishment. 

Reed & Carnrick's advertisement of Maltine should be care- 
fully examined. The house is a reliable one, long established and 
all of their preparations of superior quality. 

See advertisement of Nestle's Milk Food. This article comes 
highly recommended and will be found well adapted to infants 
and invalids as an easily digested article of food. 

The advertisement of Fellows' Hypophosphites should be care- 
fully examined. It is an excellent preparation, possessing stimu- 
lant, tonic and nutritive properties of a high order — especially 
adapted to consumptives and low^ nervous states of the system. 

We invite attention to the advertisement in this issue of the 
Anglo-Swiss Milk Food for infants and invalids. This prepara- 
tion has attained to high reputation and practitioners who so often 
need such articles in practice would do well to give it a trial. 



SMALLPOX. 

The unusual prevalence of small-pox in the United States dur- 
ing the last two or three months, especially in the Northern and 
Northwestern sections of the Union, has been made sufficiently 
known through the newspaper press of the country. The disease 
which at first was alarmingly threatening seems now to be some- 
what under control, and if the work of vaccination goes on as it 
should, we may expect that the disease will soon disappear alto- 
gether. We have been questioned in relation to the choice be- 
tween the bovine and the humanized virus, etc. 

The bovifu from healthy young heifers is now generally pre- 
ferred. Yet many regard the humanized virus, one or two re- 
moves from the cow, through healthy young subject, as prefer- 
able, and less apt to give rise to erysipelatious or excessive inflam- 
mation. 

The bmnne virus as cultivated in the cow and obtained from the 
vaccine farms — several of which exist in the Northern sections of 
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the Union — is not procured, as many suppose, from inoculating 
the cow with the virus of small-pox, but is propagated by the in- 
sertion of cow-pox lymph from cow to cow. 

Nor is it now believed that the original cow-pox, as first de- 
scribed by Tenner, is the result of small-pox or varioa in the 
cow, but is a variety of the same species as variola. 

If it is small-pox in the cow, it is certainly modified in some 
mysterious way by the unknown method of its communication to 
the animal, as efforts to produce it by inoculation have not been 
successful. While a few experimenters have claimed that such 
was the case, the large proportion of those who have tried it have 
found that the virus obtained by inoculating the cow with small- 
pox lymph is not the same as that obtained from the natural vac- 
cina or cow-pox, but is unsafe and liable to produce small-pox 
instead of vaccina. 

Upon the whole, then, we regard the natural cow-pox lymph, 
or the humanized virus not too far removed, as the best. 



TRANSACTIONS MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA. 

Thirty-second annual session, at Thomasville, Ga., April, 1881. 
Edited by A. Sibley Campbell, M. D., Secretary Augusta, Ga. 

We are indebted to Dr. Campbell, the secretary, for a copy of 
the above, a book of 314 large octavo pages, gotten up in large 
plain type, neatly arranged illustrated and well executed in every 
department, evincing great skill, taste, energy and ability on the 
part of Dr. Campbell. 

In addition to the business proceedings of the soeiety, it contains 
the bv -laws and constitution; a roll of its living and deceased 
members, President LeHardy's excellent address and a number of 
able and interesting papers. We regret the want of space to 
make special mention as to the merits of the several articles. The 
following are the names of the contributors to the volume, to-wit; 

J. C. LeHardy, M. D., President 
R. J. Nunn, M. D.; Thomas R. Wright, M. D.; Thomas II. 

Kenan, M. D.; J. G. Hopkins, M. D.; W. H. Philpot, M. D.; A. 

Sibley Campbell, M. D.; Charles W. Hickman, M. D.; S. B. 

Hawkins, M. D.; DeSaussure Ford, M. D.; S. H. Stout, M. D.; 

W. F. Westmoreland, M. D.; K. P. Moore, M. D.; T. S. Hopkins, 

M. D.; Henry F. Campbell, M. D.; T. O. Powell, M. D.; J. M. 

Toner, M. D.; L. B. Alexander, M. D.; H. H. Carleton, M. D.; 

P. H. Wright, M.D.; A. A. Smith, M.D.; A. G. Whitehead, M.D. 
The following are the officers of the Association: 

Wm. F. Holt, M. D., of Macon, President 

Eugene Foster, of Augusta, ) .^. p,.„. • 1^,,.. 

T.M.Mcintosh, of Thomasville, f V ice-ricsidents. 

A. Sibley Campbell, Augusta, Secretary. 
K. P. Moore, Forsyth, Treasurer. 
J. R. Duggan, Macon, Orator. 

Board of Censors — C. A. Hall, Macon; G. W. Holmes, Rome; 
W. B. Wells, Red Clay; E. L. Connallv, Atlanta; R. J. Nunn, 
oavannah. 
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ARKANSAS SI ATE MEDICAL SOCIETY, 

A medical friend has kindl)' mailed us the Minutes of the State 
Medical Society of Arkansas, held at Little Rock, on April 7th, 
1881. 

The officers elected for the year are: 

Dr. R. G. Jennings, President; Dr. G. B. Malone, First Vice- 
President; Dr. D. C. Ewing, Second Vice-President; Dr. H. H. 
Turner, Third Vice-President; Dr. W. H. Heard, Fourth Vice-Pre- 
sident; Dr. L. P. Gibson, Secretary; Dr. Ed. Meek, Assistant 
Secretary; Dr. A. L. Breysacher, Treasurer; Dr. Jno. Watson, 
Librarian. 

Dr. W. M. Lawrence, the President, in his annual address, thus 
alludes to the late law in regard to the practice of medicine in 
Arkansas: — 

"It is wonderfully catholic. It accepts all creeds, dogmas and 
articles of faith. No one is excluded on account of "race, color or 
previous condition of servitude." Any man or woman, over 
twenty-one years of age, of good moral character, who has been 
engaged in a so-called reputable practice for a period of five years, 
with the county clerk's certificate, is a doctor dejure^ if not dtfacto^ 
and has a right, whether qualified or not, to practice when and 
where, or how he or she may please. Emulation in the profes- 
sion of medicine is as laudable as in any other pursuit of life; but 
the act suggests nothing beneficial to the old; nothing to encour- 
age a praiseworthy ambition in the young; it gives no merit marks; 
on the contrary, pulls all down to the same obnoxious, common 
level, requiring only a probationary period of five years, without 
looking even to an ordinary common education. A reputable 
practice and the reputability of the professional services is to be 
determined, not by professional men, but by the several county 
clerks who may be, and most probably are, wholly ignorant of the 
knowledge and management of cases involving life, health and 
happiness." 

The next meeting of the Society will be on Wednesday next 
preceding the meeting of the American Medical Association, 
May, 1882. 



BOOK NOTICES, 

Cactus, or Thorns and Blossoms. — We have read a copy 
of this beautiful volume of poems, by Mrs. Elizabeth O. Dannelly. 
The gifted authoress is a native Georgian, though for many years 
a resident of Baltimore, and from girlhood has been a valued con- 
tributor to various magazines and other periodicals of choice litera- 
ture. This volume consists of religious, temperance, memorial and 
miscellaneous poems written in a singularly chaste, sprightly and 
graceful style, and some of the poems are remarkably beautiful, 
while others are vivid with the fire of eloquence. The poems are 
not only beautiful but moral in tone and sentiment, tending to 
cultivate the heart, and to elevate the thoughts and feelings of the 
reader. 

The authoress is the widow of a Confederate Surgeon, and this, 
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aside from her personal and literary worth, should commend her 
to the kindly notice of our professional brethren, and we hope the 
members of the pr'ofession will recommend the work to their 
friends and acquaintances, especially to the ladies. Publishing & 
Kngraving Co., New York. Price, $1.50. P. 

Plain Facts for Old and Young. By J. H. Kellogg, M. D., 
Member of the American Public Health Association; Ameri- 
can Society for the Advancement of Science; American So- 
ciety of Microscopy; member of Michigan State Board of 
Health; Medical Superintendent of the Battle-Creek Sanita- 
rium; Author of numerous works on Health, etc. Published 
by Segner & Condit, Burlington, Iowa. 

The above work treats of the interesting subjects of the "Sexual 
Relations; Marital Excesses; Prevention of Conception; Infanti- 
cide and Abortion; the Social Evil; Solitary V^ice; Chapter for 
Boys; a Chapter for Girls", etc. It is a large work, containing 
over 500 pages, and though adapted to the popular reader, will be 
read with interest by the physician. It is moral in tone, and writ- 
ten in a style calculated to do good, very superior to the trashy 
hooks which have been published upon these subjects by a class 
of Quacks who play upon public credulity for the sake of gain 
only. 

Artificial An.«sthesia and An.-esthetics. By Henry M. 
Lyman, A. M., M. D., Professor of Physiology and diseases of 
the Nervous System in Rush Medical College, Chicago; and 
Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine in the Woman's 
Medical College, Chicago, 111. New York: Wm. Wood & Co. 
Octavo, 338 pp. 

The work enters fully into the subject of anassthesia in all its 
phasijs, giving sphygmographic illustrations of the several anaes- 
thetic agents as shown in experiments upon the lower animals. It 
is a work of much interest and of great practical importance. 

A Treatise on Diphtheria. By A. Jacobi, M. D., Clinical 
Professor of Diseases of Children, in fhe College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, New York; Physician to Bellevue, Mount Sinai 
and the German Hospitals, etc. New York: Wm. Wood & 
Co., 27 Great Jones St., 1880. 

An octavo of 250 pages. A very thorough work on the sub- 
ject of diphtheria, and should be read by every physician. 

A Treatise on Food and Dietetics, Physiologically and 
Therapeutically Considered. Bv F. W. Pavy, M. D., F. 
R. S., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians; Physician 
to and Lecturer on Physiology at Guy's Hospital. Second 
edition. New York: Wm» Wood & Co. 1881. P. 403, oc. 
McGarity & Laird, Agents, Atlanta. 

The rapid exhaustion of the first edition and the call for a sec- 
ond, indicates the value of this work. We regard it a very able 
and valuable book, and one which will be appreciated by the in- 
telligent and progressive practitioner. 
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P J Parker, WA 

_. JohiiBon, JBWrigbt, 

J A Agnew. F M Rushing, G M D^attenon, T quUllan, A J Kolb, D B Searoy, J B 
Vandergrlff, Jno HaTdeman, P Courtney, A C Orymes, w J McAlpin. J Wlloox, A 
H Sellers, A T Park, J F Pou, J B Lee, W T Kendall, J E Martin, A B McWhorter, 
SBRagan. J [ 

SPECIE L IST O T I C E S. 

THE art of sugar-coating pilliso as not to impair their solubility, hut to preserve 
the composition, keeping it soft and plastic, has acquired for Heflsm. MTamer A 
Co.. a world-wide reputation. Physicians may rely upon the purity of the drugs 
used, and upon the mathematicakl nicety in which their pills, "granules,** and 
"parvules" are divided. Every doctor may be his own druggist, and at the same 
tfmesavehimself the drudgery of it by using WARNER'S preparations. A bottle 
of Quinine Pills recently sent us by this firm satisfies us that this form is tully main- 
taining its reputation.— iVorfA CaroUna Medical Journal^ July, 1879. 

PABHIS, DAVIS A CO.— This house stands among the very best in our coun- 
try as Druggists and Manuflacturing Chemists. Enter^rMlng, active and energetic, 
their large and extensive business continues to increase, both at home and abro d. 
Their preparations of every kind are put up with great care and exquisite taste, 
and in respect to business character and reputation this house holds a very high 
and enviable position. 

lilsterlne,- Dr. J. W. Singleton, the ex-president of S. W. Kentucky Medical 
Association, thus speaks of this valuable antiseptic in a late number of the Louis- 
ville MedUsal News : "I have used LISTERINE in several diseases in which carbolic 
aold and other antiseptics are commonly prescribed, and I must say, with great sat- 
isfaction. As an antiseptic alterative, internally administered, I consider It a very 
valuable therapeutic agent. In chronic ulceration of the nasal passages (catarrhal 
or otherwise), the llsterinized solution, by injection, spray, or brush, is a roost ex- 
•ellent remedy. 

"In the suppurative stage of Bums and Scalds, I have had the most pleasant and 
happy effeoti to lollow its use. I think USTERINE well worthy of adoption by 
theCprofession generally as the remedy in all cases in which oarbolised injections are 
usually ordered, for. in my humble opinion, it really has all the virtues of earbo'lc 
acid, with none of its poisonous evils and dangers." 

Nervoumeia RetuUing from Jfitemi>«rance.— We have found CELERIN A exceed- 
ingly valuable in the treatment of nervous headache, nervous exhaustion, nervous- 
ness resulting f^om intemperance. Men^and sometimes women, oome to us trem- 
bling and apparently exhausted, all ftt>m the effects of Intemperance. Such cases 
are approaching delirium tremens. CELERINA is the most appropriate prescrip- 
tion we can give them. A few doses of bromide of potassium may oe given, alter- 
nated with the CELERINA. at first: but after this, for permanent efl'ects, we depend 
upon the CELERINA.— ^m«rfoan MediocU Journal, 

DR. J. S. WKLLFORD. of Richmond, Virginia, Professor of Diseases of Womeu 
and children in the Medical College of Virginia : "I have paid a great deal of atten- 
tion to urinary troubles, and have frequently and fteely prescnbed the LITHIA 
WATER in their treatment with the very best results. In all the forms of the Uric 
Acid Diathesis, whether as well-formed Gravel or Gout, or in the milder forms of 
Gouty Dyspepsia or Nettlerash in their various varieties, I know of no Mineral 
Water which I oonsider at rll equal to that of Spring No. 2. 

**In many Skin diseases of old age, dependent on the Uric Add Diathesis, such as 
Ecsema, etc, this water acta most beneficially.** 

BEDFORD AI.1JM AND IRON SPR1NGS.-The advertisement of these 
Sprinesmaybeseeninanotherpartof this Journal, and should be carefully read. 
The Editors have tested its virtues. It is an excellent remedy in hcemoptlsls, or as 
an anti hemorrhagic in any case, especially of a passive character. As an injection 
in gleet, gonorrhoea, leucorrhoea, etc., it is highiv useful. As a gargle in ulcerated 
sore throat it is very efilcacious. In chronic diarrhoea it is often useflil, and given in 
small doses, in the night sweats of phthisis it has been found an excellent remedy. 

More of ELI«10TT*S SADDLE BAGS aro sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to different parts of the oouutry since Jan- 
uary Ist. The proprietor Invites a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Bag in the market. The U. S. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT, ootors that do the same thing get the standard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. DELLIER, 700 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

JOHNSTON'S FLUID BEEF is an article that can be safely recommended 
ns a concentrated natural affent. We have tried it in low statesof the system and 
found it an admirable article. In the diarrhoeas of infants, wherein the child is 
taken from the breast, and is dying of Inanition, a little of this fluid beef has been 
known to support the child and save life. Ti*y it 

HTDROLEINE.— The advertisement of this valuable preparation may be found 
in this Journal. As a substitute for Cod-Liver Oil in lung affections it is likely to 
have a fine run. The formula is published upon the labels, and will at once im- 
press any practitioner In its favor, as well adapted to consumption and other wast- 
ing diseases. 
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VIBURNUM PRUNIFOLIUM UNRELIABLE IN ABOR- 
TION—A REJOINDER. 



BV A. G. SMYTHK, M. D., OF MISSISSIPPI. 



Gentlemen — I ask space for some remarks in reply to Dr. 
Thomas F. Houston's article in your last issue. The Doctor's very 
confident expressions as to the virtues of viburnum prunifolium, 
though doubtless honestly made on his part, do not convince me 
of any error in my views, or set aside the facts and experiments 
upon which they were based. And as to doctors disagreeing, that 
is a thing of daily occurrence in all the departments of science. 

Medicine is not an exact science, and cannot be demonstrated bv 
a mathematical elucidation, and until a better method of arriving 
at correct conclusions than any now known to the medical men, 
there will be continual differences of opinion and conclusions, in 
all of its departments. 

In my article in the December number of the Record, there 
was no wish or intention to invite a discussion upon the merits of 
the remedy in question. (There is nothing to discuss.^ The de- 
sire was simply to warn the confiding members of the profession 
to avoid the rocks, shoals and quicksands upon which I have so 
often been wrecked. Badinage aside. The virtues of the remedy 
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were sounded through the literature of the day, and so far as I 
am informed, without question or contradiction, and from my un- 
fortunate experience, I could not permit it to pass any longer with- 
out giving the professional public my observations. It was in no 
prurient desire to appear in public; but after repeated postpon- 
ings that it was done. The first suggestion was to ask its appear- 
ance in the columns of the Therapeutic Gazette, But upon re- 
flection concluded that as that journal was principally devoted to 
the advocacy of new remedies and new preparations, that it 
might not appear to be compatible with its objects and interests. 
It was then suggested to offer it to one of my favorites. The 
Southern Medical Record. I am happy to note the spirit of 
generous fairness manifested by the Therapeutic Gazette in copy- 
ing the article in the February number. 

I regret exceedingly that it was my misfortune to meet with such 
a signal disappointment in the trial of the remedy, if remedy it is. 
In the first place, to fail to treat that or any other case successfully. 
In the second place, to fail to find a new and reliable remedy. In 
the third place, to be forced to differ with my personal and pro- 
fessional friends and brethren; all of which is very unpleasant and 
unprofitable, to say the least. 

I am charged with not having given it a fair trial. Ten pages 
•of notes of cases could be given. When making trials and test- 
ing remedies, I do not come to hasty and inconsiderate conclu- 
sions. Various forms and doses were given to different patients, 
3it different times. In the outset of trials of the remedy, I had 
several subjects who were habitual abortionists, and flattered my- 
self tliat I would now have no more cause to mourn over failure 
.and disappointments. In a general way I am not sanguine of suc- 
cess; but for once I was carried away with the hope that now I 
had the remedy of remedies in this, to me, troublesome derange- 
ment. Trial after trial (fair trials) upon the same and upon 
different patients were made. And I reiterate it, that in no case 
when it was relied upon, did it succeed. Some of the cases be- 
canoe dissatisfied and discharged me, others continued. I aban- 
<doned its use, as before said, in disappointment, mortification and 
disgrace. The latter of which I have not recovered from yet. I 
have adopted a different treatment with different remedies with as 
good success as could be hoped for in any treatment now kniown. 
Having overcome the disposition to miscarry in all the cases who 
•continued under my treatment, all having had more or less chil- 
dren, and hav«e no rhronic or habitual cases of abortion or miscar- 
riage at pnesen^. 
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I may be mistaken, but yet think that much, if not all the credit 
•attributed to this much vaunted and highly extolled remedy, is due 
to the adjuvants and other means used in the treatment of threat- 
ened abortions. All of us are, more or less, anxious to give relief 
as soon as possible; and are, more than likely, in urgent cases, to 
give more than one remedy, unless the one given relieves the 
trouble immediately, and more especially is it the case if the reme- 
dy is new or uncertain in its action. I am free to admit that such 
is the habit with myself, unless it is when making a direct experi- 
ment, as was the case in the trials I made with viburnum pruni- 
folium. In no case do I recommend the use of any remedy — 
«ither new or old-^in any new or special way, without giving it 
numerous, fair and independent trials. True, I may report its use 
in a single or in a few cases. May and have suggested remeilies 
which I never used, or even ever heard of being used. But in no 
■case urge and recommend the use of an article for the reason that 
in one or a few cases it appears to do well. There are a number 
of articles in our Materia Medica that I think are good remedies, 
which will not do to rely upon implicitly. 

In a few cases of chronic diarrhoea I have had the most happy 
effects from the use of the fluid extract of guarana, yet in other 
cases it has failed. An untold number of similar instances might 
be cited. 

In replying to the article of Dr. Houston, there was no argu- 
ment or reason to give for the dogmatic assertion that viburnum 
prunifolium had failed as a remedy in threatened abortion — a mere 
relation of what had, and what had not taken place. I have now 
given the only reason for making it pubHc; and trust that the pro- 
fession, and especially the readers of this Journal, will pardon the 
first article, and accept this \a explanation, and as an apology for 
occupying the space in the Record, and their time in reading the 
same. 



MOVEMENT AS A MEANS OF CURE. 



A natural outcome of the teachings of tl^e expectant school of 
therapeutics, is the placing of rest in a high position among the 
means of cure. Granted that nature is able, unassisted by art, to 
restore the equilibrium between her parts which has been disturbed 
by the foreign element, disease, and it follows that all means de- 
signed to secure non-interference with the free play of nature's 
forces, are all essential. To deny that rest has no value in thera- 
peusis would be practically equivalent to a denial of nature's power 
to heal, and the skeptics on this question have long since suc- 
cumbed to nature's power to destroy. Nature is powerful but not 
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omnipotent in the domain of therapeutics, and rest is a valuable 
but not an invaluable means of universal applicability. The dan- 
gers of hobby ism and extremism (empiricism) in the matter of 
application of rest have too many living illustrations, particularly 
in surgical practice, while very many more of its results are em- 
bowelled in mother earth. There is danger in all extremes, and 
the doctrine of rest, heralded though it has been by so many pro- 
phets and bards, has been no exception to this rule. Its danger- 
has lain in its irrational application — the improper selection of cases, 
and its too prolonged continuance in cases in which it was at first 
indicated. 

The antithesis of rest is movement, and as an offset to the per- 
nicious results of rest the inculcation of the benefits of movement 
as a therapeutic agent would seem to be called for. The scientific 
lines between the necessity for the two are, it may be, difficult to- 
trace, but the highest degree of success lies near those lines, and 
eflS^rts to locate them should be unceasing. When has the in- 
flamed joint or fractured limb been kept immobile just long enough^ 
the inflamed peritoneum just long enough rested, the inflamed lung 
just long enough kept in an "opium splint?" These are questions 
on whose proper answer in individual cases successful therapusis 
largely hinges. In all cases which originally demanded rest there 
comes a time when rest must give way to motion. When is that 
time? is a question for the medical attendant to answer. Under 
enforced rest of the inflamed joint the effused synovial fluid has. 
become absorbed and the symptoms of inflammation have disap- 
peared; here is then the critical point. Shall the joint be longer 
kept at rest, as is the common practice, lest the possible dying em- 
bers be fanned into new life, or shall passive movement be prac- 
ticed? Each individual case presents circumstances which must 
modify the decision as to such procedure, and it is in trimming 
sail to meet these' circumstances that the skill of the medical at- 
tendant is displaced. That anchylosis on the one hand from too 
prolonged rest, and a renewal of inflammation from an insufficient 
continuation of such rest, are the Scilla and Chary bdis in the treat- 
ment of joint aflections, is attested by abundance of experience* 
The too cautious physician, by attempting to steer clear of one, 
allows the bark to oe caught in the other, and it is to be feared that 
anchylosis as a result of too much rest is a too frequent result of 
treatment. 

The necessity for movement, in the treatment of a diseased 
joint, having been determined on, the method of its performance 
becomes the practical question. In an article in the British Medi- 
cal Journal, over a year ago. Dr. John Spender ably discussed this, 
branch of the subject. He refers to a discussion of the subject, 
some years ago, by the late Mr. Hutton. Summed up in a few 
words, Mr. Hutton's principle was the rupture of adhesions by 
manipulative force, guided by skillful leverage. We learned from 
him that joints will bear much rougher usage than is sanctioned by 
professional usage. 

In dealing with a joint which has not been materially damaged 
by inflammation, is not much enlarged, but is now weak mainly 
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because the muscles are weak which ought to move it, a thorough 
^nd scientific shampooing (or massage) is our therapeutic watch- 
"word. The physiology of the joint has to be studied more than 
its* anatomy. The joint is afraid of itself because it is not used; 
its volitional energies are *'hidden under a bushel;" and the owner 
of it has, perhaps, been scared by the terror of what may happen 
if he presumed to walk even with the help of crutches. It is sat- 
isfactory to know that Dr. Sayre, who is the designer of such an 
ingenious plan for supporting and resting a diseased spine, dis- 
tinctly says that, in the case of anchylosed limbs, there is "a time 
for motion as well as a time for rest. 

First, then, we* satisfy ourselves that the joint-ends of two bones 
are not mortared together, and do not require any forcible methods 
for their separation. A patient may be put partially under the in- 
fluence of chloroform if necessary, and the capability of a joint to 
be bent or extended will then be fairly tested, and we shall dis- 
cover what checks there are to healthy movement. The passive 
play of a joint tells us that its mechanism is sound; but the ques- 
tion is: What are its vital activities? What can the patient do 
with it, and how far can he use it? 

The simple plan of treatment which Dr. Spender has for years 
adopted is as follows: Imagine the knee to be the affected joint, 
and the foot should rest on a stool or block of wood just within a 
large shallow open bath, so that the knee is over nearly the centre 
of the bath. A jug, holding about a pint of fluid, is filled with 
tepid water, and is turned upside down about three feet above the 
knee, so that the water falls with a splash on the joint; and this is 
repeated from six to twelve times. An attendant, sitting in front 
-of the patient, then plants a hand on each side of the knee; and, 
with the thumbs meeting in front, the hands should be moved 
firmlv up and down for eight or ten minutes. The pressure used 
should be equal and well sustained, not causing any uneasiness, 
not in the least rough, but such an union of firmness and gentle- 
ness as a practical manipulator will easily understand. The 
thumbs, while agents of modern pressure themselves, may be 
made the fulcra for pressing and rubbing the back of the joint. 
At the end of the shampooing process, the whole joint ought to 
be dry and warm, and to be immediately wrapped in a covering of 
oiled silk lined with wadding, which should be securely fastened 
4ind held on for some hours. 

By this easy plan, carried out regularly once or twice a day for 
several weeks, there is seldom any difficulty in restoring the torpid 
functions of non-anchlyosed joints. Now and then it may be de- 
sirable to suspend the friction for two or three days, if the skin 
shows signs of irritation; and in warm weather the impervious 
pad is scarcely necessary, and might cause an eruption of pustular 
acne. Medicated lotions or liniments are rarely prescribed; but 
now and then- Dr. Spender introduces under the oiled skin wrap a 
piece of folded flannel soaked in a mixture of iodine (half an 
ounce), and soft water (seven ounces). The early douchings are 
best done with tepid water; but this sliould be exchanged for cold 
"water as soon as possible, on account of the great glow and reac- 
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tion which are afterwards obtained; and during the summer 
months, cold water may be used from the first. In all cases, the 
local treatment should be supplemented by regular passive move- 
ments carefully and coaxingly executed, and never exciting pain 
and fatigue. Sometimes it is only timidity which hinders a patient 
from (say) pronating and supinating a hand, or flexing and ex- 
tending an elbow; a group of muscles have to be taught anew. 
As the lower limbs bear the weight of the body, their voluntary 
exercise must be deferred until the patient regains confidence and 
acquires strength. 

The next stage of treatment consists in the application of uni- 
form and gentle support. A weak joint requires support when it 
no longer requires rest. This seems to be the key of the new and 
important device of the American surgeons — prolonged pressure 
without prolonged rest The principle is not at all new. And 
yet it ought to have been clear that to lay up a limb in idleness 
admits of the healing of an ulcer by a degree of vital action,, 
which is unable to maintain the permanence of that healing when 
the limb is restored to use. Sifnilarly, when we have to treat a 
weak joint, the principle ought to flash upon us with unerring in- 
stinct; here is a case, we should sav, for applying firm pressure* 
and allowing moderate exercise. I^or the ankle, there is nothing- 
better than an India-rubber bandage, put on from the base of the 
toes to the upper part of the leg. The bandage is far better than 
a so-called elastic anklet, because it supports all the muscles which, 
move the ankle, it should make a gentle uniform pressure, without 
any sensatiou of squeezing, each fold slightly overlaping the pre- 
vious one all the way up the limb. The knee should be enclosed 
during the daytime ni an elastic support, which should always be 
laced. The lacing allows the degree of support to be varied, ac- 
cording to the feelings of the patient and the amount of exercise 
he has to undergo. Equipped with this simple apparatus, the 
lower limb enjoys, as far as the upper part of the knee, a gentle 
and uniform pressure, which permits useful locommotion within 
restraining and salutary conditions. 

The application of this principle to the upper limb is not diffi- 
cult. A hand and wrist, when embraced by an elastic glove ex- 
tending a little way up the arm, is competent to perform various, 
feats of dextrous workmanship, which would otherwise soon 
cause aching and powerlessness. But what need is there for illus- 
trating further such an obvious point of practice? If to be at 
work is the part which a healthy organ has to play, it is clear that 
too much rest cannot contribute to the perfection of that work, 
either in quantity or quality. That special condition which is. 
called the "hysterical joint" is peculiarly amenable to the vigor- 
ous and helpful treatment of douching and pressure. For the 
douching, the use of the bath waters is much to be commended, 
as the dynamic stimulus of their heat maintains an after glow, 
which is a sign of more vital energy. And hysteria, if it mean 
anything, means a lack of this energy — a crippled volition, a slug- 
glish blood stream, and a general under tone of life. The combi- 
nation of firm pressure and moderate exercise fulfils, in this case.. 
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exactly what we ought to aim at: support to the mechanical appa- 
ratus of locommotion, and arousing and sustaining of vital func- 
tion. 

Rest and movement are, therefore, complementary to each other, 
both in physiology and in therapeusis. The analogy is as close as 
possible. Alternation of work and rest is the law of the human 
organism in health, and health could not be preserved without" it. 
Disease may call for a prolongation of the element of rest; but it 
is a note of clinical insight to discover when the disease ends, or 
when sufficient health returns to justify the usual alternate rest and 
work. Continued work without rest could not be; rest continued 
too long is not only conceivable, but it is one of the present dan- 
gers to therapeutic surgery. — Therapeutic Gazette, 



TREATMENT OF COMPOUND FRACTURES AND 
WOUNDS OF JOINTS BY GLYCERINE AND 

CARBOLIC ACID. 



BY F. C. G. GRIFFIN, A. M., M. B. OXON., M. R. C. S., ENG., 
Sargeon to the Weymottth Royal Hospital. 



As various modes of antiseptic treatment continue to be brought 
forward, and the most opposite opinions are still held as to their 
merits, I have thought an account of a few cases that I have treated 
with the glycerinum acidi carbolici of the British Pharmacopoeia, 
without antiseptic spray or any very elaborate precautions, would 
be of general interest. And although the number of cases is not 
large, still the fact that they have all got well has produced a strong 
impression on my mind of the value of the mode of treatment. 

A pipe manufacturer, of intemperate habits, who had failed in 
business and taken to fishing, was engaged in hauling in a net, 
with others, after dark, when he got his leg caught by a loop of 
rope and was thrown down, and found himself unable to ri e. 
The fishermen carried him home, but handled him rather roughly, 
as they thought he was not seriously hurt. When I saw him I 
found he had sustained a compound fracture of the tibia, at the 
junction of the lower and middle thirds, and had lost a large quan- 
tity of blood from a small wound caused by the upper fragment of 
the tibia having been driven through the skin. I bound it up 
temporarily, to arrest the bleeding. After about twelve hours, 
when the bleeding had at length quite stopped, the temporary 
dressing was removed, and a pad of lint soaked in collodion 
applied. This pad remained on for two days, when it became 
partly detached, and free oozing of bloody fluid commenced from 
the wound. I now applied a pad of four thicknesses of lint satu- 
rated with glycerinum acidi carbolici to the wound, and a few turns, 
of bandage over it, so as to keep it in its proper position. The lint 
became firmly adherent to the wound, and the next day I applied 
a larger pad of four thicknesses of lint soaked in the same way 
over the original pad, so as to keep it still saturated. 

On the third day afterward I cut the edges of the two outer 
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layers of the pad next to the wound, and removed and soaked 
them with glycerinum acidi carbolic!, and then re-applied them, 
and then the bandage as before. I will here state that I regard it 
as of much importance to the success of this plan of treatment not 
to disturb the layers of lint immediately covering and generally 
attached to the wound. After tliis treatment had been continued 
about ten days, a large blister containing dark fluid formed under 
the pads and showed at their edges. I now cautiously tried whether 
the under pad was still adherent, and finding it was not, I removed 
it acid found that the wound had healed. I left the blister exposed 
to the air, and it dried up in a few days. The remaining progress 
of the case in no way differed from that of one of simple fracture, 
and the man ultimately completely recovered. 

I was informed by this man's wife that previous to the accident 
he lived almost entirely on beer, and took scarcely any solid food 
except a little bread, and that if she provided him with a good 
dinner he used to sell or exchange it for more beer. While he was 
under my treatment I limited him to a pint of stout daily. 

The next patient treated in this way was a boy of about ten years 
of age, with compound fracture of the tibia, the upper fragment 
of the bone having been driven through the skin. The glycerinum 
acidi carbolici was applied on four thicknesses of lint about two 
hours after the accident, and covered with cotton-wool, and fresh 
glycerine and acid was applied to the lint daily, without disturbing 
the layers next to the wound. After about ten days the lint was 
removed, and the wound found to have healed. A speedy recovery 
followed. The fracture apparatus used was of the same kind as 
in the following case. 

The next patient was a tradesman who had jumped out of a cart 
while his horse was running away. He, in consequence, received 
a simple fracture of the fibula, and a compound dislocation of the 
foot outward, the lower extremity of the tibia being driven through 
the skin, the sock, and the elastic of his boot against the ground, 
and the internal malleolus broken oflT. When he had been con- 
veyed home the bone was still protruding, and the wound could 
not be got at until his boot and sock had been cut away. The 
bone, being covered with dirt from the road, was now carefully 
cleansed, and with the aid of two other surgeons, who had been 
sent for at the same time as myself, and arrived soon after, an at- 
tempt to reduce the dislocation was made. We did not, however, 
succeed in eflfecting the reduction until a slice of bone had been 
sawn oft' the projecting end of the tibia. After the reduction the 
limb was placed on an iron back splint, with tw^o wooden slide 
splints duly padded and suspended from a cradle, the apparatus 
being of the kind used at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, in the wards 
of Sir James Paget when he was surgeon there, and supplied by 
Ferguson, the surgical-instrument maker. About three hours after 
the accident I syringed out the ankle-joint with a solution of car 
bolic acid in thirty-nine parts of recently boiled water, and then, 
after cleaning around the wound, applied a pad of lint of six or 
eight thicknesses, saturated with glycerinum acidi carbolici, taking 
care that the upper layers were of sufficient size to project some 
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little way beyond the wound, so as to exclude air effectually, in 
case of the patient becoming r^'stless. This was then secured by 
a bandage. The next day allthe upper layers of lint were removed, 
soaked as before, and then re-applied, except the three next the 
wound, which were left undisturbed. Then over the lint I put a 
large piece of carbolic acid plaster, and secured it with a bandage. 
This mode of dressing was repeated night and morning for several 
weeks, during the whole of which time not more than about a. 
tablespoonful of discharge escaped from beneath the pad of lint. 
The discharge was of a pink color, opaque, and nearly solid. The 
bowels were confined, and pain and starting relieved with opium, 
for about a fortnight. After this the patient, who ate heartily his 
ordinary diet of meat, etc., the whole time, used to. sit up in bed 
and write letters, and keep the account relating to his business. 
After six weeks I gradually reduced the amount of the carbolic 
acid by adding more glycerine, and when the wound was nearly 
healetf I used spermacetic ointment He ultimately made a good 
recovery, and can walk considerable distance with the aid of two 
sticks. 

The next patient was a cab-driver, aged about fifty years. His 
horse fell down as he was driving, and while endeavoring to hold 
him up, he was pulled off* his seat and broke his leg. He was then 
taken to the Weymouth Royal Hospital, distant seven miles from 
the scene of the accident. On his arrival there, I found that he 
had a lacerated wound about three inches long, through which 
the upper half of the tibia was protruding. After the fracture 
had been set, and the edges of the wound had been drawn to- 
gether, except over the seat of the fracture, where, in consequence 
of the leg, the skin would not meet without more force being used 
than appeared desirable, a pad of lint about four thicknesses was 
saturated with carbolic acid and glycerine, and lightly bandaged 
on. The fracture apparatus used consisted of an iron back-splint, 
with two wooden side-splints, padded and suspended from a 
cradle, as in the previous case. Over the pad a piece of carbolic- 
acid plaster was placed. The next day a fresh pad of about four 
thicknesses was soaked as before mentioned, and applied over the 
previous one, and the plaster over them both. This dressing was 
repeated night and morning for about a fortnight, after which it 
was reduced to once a day. The man was on ordinary diet 
throughout, and there was no constitutional disturbance. About 
a month after the accident the lint next the wound was for the 
first time removed, and the wound found to have healed, except 
over the end of the bone, where there was a wound about an 
inch long, with bare bone exposed. The special treatment was 
now discontinued, and poultices were used. A little later a thin 
layer of bone came away, and the wound then soon healed, and 
then recovered with a useful leg. 

The next patient was a brewer's drayman, a large made and 
very fat man, accustomed to the free use of the beverages he sup- 
plied. His horse started off" while he was in a public house, and 
when he ran to their heads and endeavored to stop them he was 
knocked down, and before they could be stopped the front wheel 
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of the dray going over inner side of his knee, turned back a large 
flap of skin, and made a larcerated wound that extended into the 
knee-joint. A surgeon was called, and gave the foregoing account 
on resigning the charge of the case. When I saw him a large pad 
of four thicknesses of lint, saturated with the glycerinum acidi. 
carbolici, was applied over the wound, and kept saturated by fresh 
supplies on its outer surface renewed daily. For a week or ten 
days all went well, and no trouble connected with the joint oc- 
curred afterward, but at the end of that time the lint came ofl", 
and poultices were used instead, the edges of the skin flap being 
found to be sloughing, and erysipelas of the leg commencing. The 
erysipelas followed a severe course, as it did also in several other 
cases that occurred about the same time, but in the end he recov- 
ered and returned to his occupation as drayman. 

The next patient was a builder's workman, who fell from a scaf- 
fold eighteen feet high, thereby sustaining a severe compound frac- 
ture of the lower jaw, while another man ialling upon him broke 
his thigh, and the bone coming through the skin wounded the in- 
ternal saphenous vein, and caused such copious bleeding that the 
man appeared in danger of immediate death from loss of blood. 
Under these circumstances a large sponge was bound tightly over 
the wound, and the bleeding thus arrested. The fracture was then 
set, a long splint and bandages being used in the ordinary way. 
The treatment having reached this stage when I first saw the man, 
was cold, perspiring profusely, with livid face, and evidently al- 
most dying from loss of blood, I .ipplied the glycerinum acidi car- 
bolici freely to the bandages over the sponge, and then lightly 
bound over them four thicknesses « f lint saturated with it. The 
next day I removed the lint, cut slits at short intervals in the band- 
ages, and ejected the glycerine through them with a syringe and 
along the upper edge of the sponge, and then reapplied the pad 
of lint freshly satuarted as before. This treatment was continued 
for a fortnight without disturbing the sponge, after which the sponge 
was removed, and the wound found to have healed. The man's 
health improved throughout, and he recovered in about the same 
time as if it had been a simple fracture of the leg. — Lancet^ yunc 
18, 1881, p, 985.—BraithwatL 



DIPHTHERIA AND BACTERIA. 



The supplement to the National Board of Health Bulletin for 
January 21st, contains the full report of the experiments conducted 
by Drs. H. C. Wood and H. F. Formad, of Philadelphia, under 
the auspices of the Board, with a view of determining the con- 
nection of diphtheria with fungi. This report is one which is a 
credit to American medicine, and would place Drs. Wood and 
Formad in a high place among the careful observers in any country. 
It is an eminently scientific report, and although the experiments 
undertaken have not yet been as conclusive in their results as one 
could wish, there is that in the record of them which inspires faith 
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in the ultimate practical good which will cro .vn the labors of these 
obsei"vers. 

The experiments \fcre undertaken to determine two questions: 
First, whether bacteria, which are always present in the false mem- 
brane of diphtheria, are identical in form and size with those which 
are present, not only in the membrane of non-diphtheritic tracheitis, 
but also in the inflammation of an inflamed tonsil; second, whether 
bacteria are always present in diphtheria, or only in some cases. 
To answer the first question a large number of cases were exam- 
ined. These cases are divided into two sets: First, those of en- 
demic or sporadic diphtheria; second, those of true malignant 
epidemic diphtheria. The experiments consisted of two sets, the 
first being conducted on eight mild cases occurring in Philadel- 
phia, and the second on fourteen cases of malignant diphtheria as 
it occurred in epidemic form at Ludingtbn in this State. Out of 
the seven cases, in which blood was examined during life for mi- 
crococci, in six no fungi was found, while in one case micrcocci 
were somewhat abundant in the vital fluid. Of the Ludington 
cases, fourteen in number, in seven micrococci were found, and in 
seven none were present. The cases in which there were no mi- 
crococci were all of them very light, or in the stage of convales- 
cence, and the amount of fungi present in the malignant cases 
seemed to be proportionate to the severity of the symptoms, and 
to steadily progress with the disease in the fatal cases. "The study 
of these two sets of cases is sufficient," they say, "to enable us to 
formulate, as established, the proposition that in endemic mild 
diphtheria, micrococci are always present in the part locally dis- 
eased, but are usually not present during life in the blood, or in the 
glandular organs, even in cases which prove fatal; that in malig- 
nant epidemic diphtheria micrococci are always present in the 
part locally diseased, and are also usually, and perhaps always to be 
found in the blood and tissues of severe cases, but are frequently, 
if not usually, absent from the blood of mild cases." 

Observations conducted to determine whether micrococci are 
found in the blood of other diseases than diphtheria, and if so 
whether they are distinguishable from those found in the latter dis- 
ease, were not conclusive. 

Their testimony on that much mooted question, the identity of 
diphtheria and croup, is far from fortifying the position assumed 
by the dualist. 

They say "It \\fill be shown that the morbid cases which give 
rise in the respective lesions in the pharynx and in the air passages 
is the same, and the anatomy of the products identical. ' They 
claim that the apparent difference in the lesions and in the mor- 
phology of the exudates is altogether conditioned by and depend- 
ent upon the anatomical peculiarities of the pharynx and respira- 
tory passage. The reasons which they give for such an expression 
are fully stated and are indeed very conclusive as arguments in fa- 
vor of the identity of the two diseases. 

The following summary is given of the chapter on the "Nature 
of Diphtheria:" 

"The micrococci of diphtheria do not differ, so far as observed, 
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from the micrococci of furred tongue, etc., except in their tendency 
to grow in culture fluids. 

The micrococci of furred tongue or ordinary sore throat have a 
less tendency to grow under culture than have the micrococci of 
endemic non-malignant diphtheria. 

The micrococci of endemic or non-malignant diphtheria have a 
much less tendency to grow under culture than have the micro- 
cocci of malignant diphtheria. 

The rapidity of growth of the mici'ococci is in direct propor- 
tion to the malignancy of the cases yielding them, and its conta- 
giousness. 

On exposure to th* air diphtheritic members of the most violent 
type loses its contagious power, and the micrococci />ari />assu lose 
their power of growing in culture fluids. 

Under successive generations of artificial culture the diphtheri- 
tic micrococci lose their growth, activity and also their power of 
infecting the rabbit. 

It has not been experimentally directly proven, but it is a neces- 
sary inference from the two facts just stated, that under certain 
favoring circumstances the sluggish micrococci puts on growth, 
activity, and, in all prohahiVity^ poisonous properties. 

Every grade of case can be found in man from an ordinary sore 
throat, through simple pseudo-membranous angina and tracheitis 
up to malignant diphtheria. 

Any inflammation of the trachea of sufficient intensity may 
cause the formation of pseudo-membrane.'* 

If these experiments teach anything, it is that diphtheria is not 
a specific disease, or rather that the micrococcus which has been 
regarded as essential to the existence of the disease is not of a dif- 
ferent nature from that found in health v throats, but that in 
diphtheria this micrococcus has been stirred up into unwonted ac- 
tivity, the soil furnished by individual throats favoring such ac- 
tivity, and the rapid growth of the germ. They teach that the 
micrococcus finds a favorable soil in throats which would natur- 
ally be supposed to have the least powers of resistance, ^.^., in 
children and in debilitated adults. They teach also that diphtheria 
is first a local disease before it is a systemic, and inculcate the im- 
portance of early local treatment with a view to destroying the 
bacteria before they find an entrance into the circulation and to 
cause systemic infection. There is, of course, nothing new in 
these deductions, but the experiments give themr increased weight 
and will lead to their more general acceptance. — Michigan Medi- 
cal News, 

CASES OF CEPHALIC VERSION IN THE POSTURAL 

POSITION. 



address by JOHN HAVENSTEIN, M. D., 

President Of the Erie County Medical Boclely. Read at the Annual Meeting Janu- 
ary 10, 1882. 

Case I. Mrs. Van V., aged 31 years, tall, with well marked la- 
teral curvature of the spine, was taken with labor pains with her 
first child at 9 o'clock p. m., on the twentieth of June 1879, and in 
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the absence of Dr. W. Ring, his son, Dr. Chas. A. Ring, attended 
her during the night. In the morning, Dr. W. Ring called and 
found the os uteri dilated to the size of a half dollar, the face pre- 
senting with the chin toward the left side. At 10 o'clock the fol- 
lowing morning I first saw the patient in consultation with Drs. 
W. and Chas. A. Ring. An examination confirmed their diagno- 
sis, and detected at the same time a marked projection of the sa» 
crum forward, and consequent diminution of the conjugate diame- 
ter of the pelvis. The membranes had ruptured and the face was 
pressed firmly against the brain. It was agreed to attempt version 
of the head. The woman was placed in the knee and chest posi- 
tion, and I then passed my right hand into the uterus as far as ena- 
bled me to grasp the occiput, then flexing the head upon the chest, 
I succeeded in bringing down the vertex. In consequence, how- 
ever, of the deformity, the head did not engage in the pelvis, and 
three hours after version of the head the forceps were applied and 
the woman delivered of a healthy child. The mother's convales- 
cence was natural, and the child was thrifty in appearance. 

Case II. Dr. W. Ring sent for me at 10 o'clock a. m., Decem- 
ber 8, 1880, to assist him in a case of face labor. The woman, 
Mrs. S., 29 years of age, with her first child, had been in labor 
twenty-four hours before I saw her. An examination proved the 
chin to be to left side, and not yet engaged in the upper strait. In 
consultation it was agreed, in order to expedite the labor and to 
relieve the woman of her sufferings, to resort to cephalic version. 
She was placed in the postural position, and my right hand was 
then passed over the occiput, and the face presentation was con- 
verted into one of the vertex. Labor was completed by the^ 
natural powers two hours after version. Mother and child made a 
good recovery, although the mother needed more than ordinary 
care to guard against inflammation. 

Case III. Mrs. C, aged 35 years, fleshy and strong, commenced 
her fourth labor at 5 o'clock a. m., March 17, 1881. Dr. Ring was 
called at 8 o'clock, and found membranes ruptured, the child pre- 
senting face downward, chin toward the left sacro-iliac symphysis 
but more nearly to the sacrum, child's head very large. At 10 
o'clock a. m., Dr. Ring sent for me, and upon my arrival I found 
the condition as stated. The woman had powerful labor pains; 
and the face of the child was pressed with great violence against 
the brain of the pelvis, causing it to swell considerably. As soon, 
however, as the woman was placed in the postural position, my 
hand could readily be passed into the uterus; I found the foetal 
head to be free and very movable, so much so that in order to fix 
it, I had to grasp the occiput with the points of my fingers. Ver- 
sion being completed, the child was born twenty minutes after; 
the efTects of pressure were shown by a swelled face and closed 
eyes for several days, consequent upon the strong labor pains. 
The child weighed twelve pounds. Mother and child made an 
excellent recovery. 

Such being some of my experience in face presentations, I con- 
cluded, after some hesitation, to acquaint my professional colleagues 
of this society with the facts of a mode of procedure in such cases, 
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that I have not found mentioned in the writings ol obstetricians. 
For any merit that there may be in this method of correcting face 
presentations, I can truthfully say I am under obligations to no 
one for hints or suggestions in its adoption. The claim for origin- 
ality, however, is immaterial; if I have succeeded in calling your 
attention to a practice which you will recognize and acknowledge 
after trial as an improvement in the management of face labor, my 
Mors are compensated. — Med. and Sur. journal. 



FILARIA SANGUINIS HOMINIS. 



Dr. Myers, of Takow, Formosa, has recently added to our 
knowledge of the Pilar ia sanguinis hominis the interesting results 
of numerous observations made by himself upon filaria-infected 
patients. He instituted these examinations, he tells us, at the re- 
quest of Dr. Patrick Manson, with the object in view of investi- 
gating, and, if possible, confirming, the discoveries and observa- 
tions made by that gentleman. He endeavored, therefore, to de- 
termine the proportion of patients aflfected, noting the external 
manifestations present, — e. g.^ elephantiasis, lymph-scrotum, etc.; 
the periodicity of appearance and disappearance of the eml3ryos; 
the cause of the diurnal disappearance, the centre of congregation, 
if any; the eflTects of "infilariation" of the monkey. After exam- 
ining a large number of patients, he succeeded in finding but three 
in whose blood the filaria appeared, neither of whom, however, 
presented any appearnce of elephantiasis or lymph-scrotum. One 
of these, a boatman (born in Amoy, To Ah, by name), he suc- 
ceeded in prevailing upon to submit to daily puncturing of the skin 
for obtaining specimens of blood for microscopic examination. 
This good-natured boatman. To Ah, was placed under a 
large mosquito-net, and mosquitoes from all parts of the island 
were allowed to feed upon him nightly. A trough was sus- 
pended within the net, and filled with water, upon which 
the mosquitoes deposited their ova. This water was given 
to monkeys to drink, no other fluid being allowed them 
except that contained in the bananas on which they were 
fed. Frequent examinations of the blood of To Ah showed the 
presence of the filaria at night and their absence during a greater 
part of the day.- The temperature, taken at each observation, gen- 
erally rose slightly with the appearance of the embryos, and fell 
again with their disappearnce. The mosquitoes fed upon To Ah 
were also subjected to microscopic examination, the half-digested 
remains of the embryos being all that could be found. The at- 
tempts to filariate the monkeys by allowing them to be bitten by 
these mosquitoes, and by compelling them to drink water upon 
which the ova of these mosquitoes had been deposited, both failed, 
the monkeys eventually dying of tuberculosis, a disease common 
among those kept in captivity. 

Dr. Myers expresses the opinion that the mosquitoes which 
play the part of host in the embryo during its development must 
be of a different species from those found in Formosa, which di- 
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:gest the embryo instead of nurturing it; and to this fact he attrib- 
utes the apparent immunity of the natives of that island from the 
filaria. 

In concluding his observations, Dr. Myers made a number of 
•experiments npon the filaria with various drugs, such as arsenious 
acid, salicylic acid, bisulphate of quinia, and santonin, and was 
surprised to find that a comparatively large quantity was re(|uired 
to destroy it — sufficient, indeed, to destroy the patient as well. 

Dr. Myers's paper is equally valuable and interesting, and re- 
flects great credit upon its author for the untiring zeal and perse- 
verance with which he has followed up the subject. We would 
■suggest that the experiment be made of changing the hours of rest 
and maximum light by requiring the patient to sleep in a darkened 
room during the day, and to note the effect upon the appearance 
and disappearance of the embryos. — Med. Times, 

POTASSIUM PERMANGANATE AS AN ANTIDOTE 

TO THE VENOM OF SERPENTS. 



A NOTE COMMUNICATED TO THE FRENCH ACADEMY BY M. DE 

LACERDA (rio JANEIRO) — Gazette des Hopitaux, 



TRANSI.ATED BY DR. A. D. MATAS. 

In order to study the action of certain chemical and botanical 
:siibstances upon the phenomena which follow the inoculation of 
the venom of serpents, we began two months ago a series of ex- 
periments, which have led to results of the highest scientific and 
practical importance. 

After recognizing the worthlessness of the perchloride of iron, 
borax and nitrate of mercury, tannin and various other chemical 
substances in relieving the effects of poisonous ophidian inocula- 
tions, we determined to try a substance which furnished us truly 
wonderful results — we refer to the permanganate of potassium. 

The results obtained in the first series of experiments, by inject- 
ing the active venom of the bothrops, diluted in distilled water, 
into the subcutaneous areolar tissue of dogs, demonstrated plainly 
that this substance (the permanganate) was capable of arresting 
-completely the local toxic manifestations of the venom. In carry- 
ing out our experiments we proceeded thuswise: A sufficient 
quantity of cotton was subjected to the bites of the reptile, and 
the venom collected in its meshes was diluted in a small quantity 
of distilled water (usually 8 to 10 grains of this menstruum); a 
Pravaz syringe was then filled with this solution and half of its 
contents injected into the cellular tissue of the buttock of a dog. 
One or two minutes after, or even after a longer lapse of time, an 
equal quantity of a filtered i per cent, solution of potassium per- 
manganate was injected into the same region. These dogs, when 
examined the next day, did not present the slightest local lesion, 
at most a very small tumefaction, localized about the seat of the 
injection, without any infiltration or any other sign of irritation. 
And yet, the same venom which had served in these experiments, 
when injected without the antidote, always produced great local 
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tumefaction and more or less voluminous abscesses, associated with 
considerable loss of substance and destruction of tissue. 

The results achieved in this first series of experiments by the 
simple hypodermic injection of potassium permanganate encour- 
aged us to try the same substance in cases of poisoning from the 
intravenous injection of the ophidian venom. 

Here, again, the permanganate of potash answered perfectly to 
our expectations. We have now repeated our experiment 30 tipies, 
and have barely met with two failures. These failures, however, 
may be attributed to various causes, which do not affect the gen- 
eral efficiency of the agent now under discussion. First, we may 
state that these experiments were conducted, in these exceptional 
instances, on badly nourished, very feeble and young animals; and 
again, the injections of the permanganate were administered too 
long after the introduction of the poison, when the heart's action 
was on the verge of suspension. 

For a certain number of cases we injected intravenously half a 
syringeful (Pravaz's syringe) of a solution of the strength of 12 
or 15 serpent bites (on cotton) in 10 grains of water, followed half 
a minute later, by 2 centigrams of a i per cent, solution of potas- 
sium permanganate. Outside of a very transient agitation, and 
sometimes of an acceleration in the cardiac pulsations, which hardly 
ever lasted over a few minutes, the animal experimented upon 
never manifested the slightest morbid phenomena. The inocu- 
lated animals were carefully observed for several days after the ex- 
periment, but they always seemed to be perfectly healthy. 

In another series of cases, we injected the venom into the blad- 
der and waited for the manifestation of the characteristic poison- 
ous symptoms. Just at the moment when the pupils were observed 
to be greatly dilated, when respiratory and cardiac troubles, con- 
tracting involuntary niicturition and defecation, indicated a con- 
dition of profound intoxication, we injected intravenously, 2 to 3c. 
centimeters of the same i per cent, solution of potassium perman- 
ganate, re^^eating the injections, one after another, until we ob- 
served, usually at the end of 2 or 3 minutes, or fxvQ at most, that 
the above phenomena disappeared; a condition of general prostra- 
tion was the only perceptible result of the experiment, and this 
was hardly ever protracted over 15 or 25 minutes. If the animal 
was then placed on his feet, he could walk very well ; he could 
run if compelled to, and in fact deported himself throughout like 
a healthy dog. And yet, other dogs that had received within their 
veins the same quantity of pure venom, without any counteracting 
agent, died every one, more or less rapidly. 

These truly remarkable results, which attracted general atten- 
tion, were witnessed at different times, not only by His Majesty, 
Don Pedro, who kindly honored us with his presence in our first 
experiment, but also by persons highly conversant in these mat- 
ters, physicians, members of faculties, and members of foreign 
diplomatic corps, etc. 

I therefore believe myself justified in asserting that the perman- 
ganate of potassium is a true antidote to the venom of serpents. — 
JVew Orleans Med. and Surg. yournaL 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANIMS. 



Asiatic Cholera and Yellow Fever — Experience in the 
United States Respecting Them. — Dr. J. S. Billings, in Ameri- 
can Journal of Medical Sciences, October, 1881, gives the fol- 
lowing : 

I. As regards cholera, this experience accords in most points with 
the conclusions of the Conference of Constantinople and Vienna, 
The quarantines of the United States have not been, and are not 
now, capable of preventing the importation of cholera. In the 
United States there is special danger of such importation through 
the personal baggage of emigrants. 

When the disease has been introduced, more can be done in 
stamping it out, and in the way of personal prophylaxis, than in 
other pestilential diseases. The systematic disinfection of excreta, 
clothing, and persons, and the securing pure food and drink, *are 
the means to this end. 

II. As regards yellow fever, the epidemics of 1878 and '79 have 
produced considerable change in the opinions of American phy- 
sicians. The majority believe that it is a specific disease — not con- 
nected with marsh malaria — due to a specific living cause, and not 
indigenous to, or endemic in, the United States, in which country 
it is always due to importation. 

III. This importation might, to a great extent, but not entirely, 
be prevented by a proper system of quarantine, without causing 
undue obstruction to travel or traffic. The word quarantine in- 
cludes what the Vienna Conference terms systems of medical in- 
spection, either of ships, persons, or cargo, beyond the time needed 
for cleansing and disinfection. 

IV. Measures which, without entirely preventing, will delay the 
importation of yellow fever, have a much greater relative impor- 
tance than in other diseases, and for this reason inland quarantines 
are of much more value in this disease than in cholera. 

V. The experience of 1879 is favorable to attempts to stamp out 
yellow fever by systematic cleansing and disinfection of the in- 
fected localities, and also by measures of depopulation and the for- 
mation of camps. - 

VI. Much of the practical difficulty in dealing efficiently with 
yellow fever being connected with diagnosis, attention is called to 
a recent attempt to formulate a diagnosis of this disease for sani- 
tary purposes. 

VII. From the practical as well as the scientific point of view 
the great disideratum at present, as regards both cholera and yellow 
fever, is a test for the presence of their causes, other than the pro- 
duction of the disease in man. 

VIII. Yellow fever cities are filthy cities, and yellow fever ships 
are usually foul ships. But we know of no city in the yellow fever 
region that is clean enough to make this rule of much importance 
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as regards them, and it would be very unsafe to act on the suppo- 
sition that a clean ship cannot become infected. 

IX. The greatest difficulties in the way of preventing the intro- 
duction of cholera and yellow fever into the United States, are due 
to want of reliable information as to the sanitary condition of for- 
eign ports, and of vessels sailing therefrom. To overeome these 
difficulties, co-operation between the great commercial nations of 
the earth is desirable. 

X. Some account is given of the effort of the National Board of 
Health to secure this co-operation through the International Sani- 
tary Conference of Washington, and of the results of this Con- 
ference. The conclusions of this Conference are not satisfactory, 
and will give no practical result. The proper basis for an inter- 
national agreement on the subject is the following: 

1. Each government should secure prompt and reliable informa- 
tion as to the existence of cholera, yellow fever, and plague, with- 
in its boundaries, and especially in its seaports. 

2. Each government should communicate this information to the 
other parties to the agreement, and especially to their consuls, or 
consular agents, at the sea-port. In case of the occurrence of 
either of the above named diseases, the communication should be 
made with the least possible delay — by telegraph, if practicable. 

3. When bills of health are required by any one of the contract- 
ing governments, such bills should be signed by its own agents at 
the port of departure, and these agents should have the right to 
make such inspection of the ships as is necessary to enable them 
to certify to the bill of health. 

4. The agents charged with the duty of signing the bill of 
health, should also have the privilege, in case either cholera, yellow 
fever, or plague exists at the port of departure, of making use of 
the telegraph to notify their respective governments of the depar- 
ture of ships from such infected ports. 

5. The bill of health should be of the form approved by the 
Washington International Sanitary Conference — it should be 
neither a clean bill, nor a foul bill, but a certificate in detail as to 
the sanitary condition of the port, and of the ship. 

Blood-letting. — Dr. Mays, in a paper before the San Francisco 
Medical Society, (Western Lancet) very sensibly remarks: 

Were our grandfathers right or wrong ? Was bloodletting 
founded on principles so fallacious as to warrant its total extinction.^ 
Without entering upon a question of so great magnitude just now, 
I will venture to say that none of the great modes ot thought that 
have ever dominated medicine are really dead. Methods of treat- 
ment change, but the principles of our science remain about the 
same they ever were. What medical man rejects the doctrine of 
fluxion, or refuses to believe that in acute inflammation the current 
of blood setting towards the irritated organ may be turned aside 
by venesection, and the progress of the disease stayed thereby? 

The medicine of to-day is not built upon the ruins of the medi- 
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• cine of yesterday; it ma\* rather be likened to the upper tier of 
bricks in a noble though unfinished edifice. Yet there are many 
who imagine that the new fiiust necessarily be a reversal of the 
old. As an instance of the current adoration of the brand-new, 
think how that useful, if a trifle pompous, word antiphlogistic has 
been dropped entirely out of our vocabulary. The medical writer 
of the day would consider himself disgraced if he used it He 

•disowns both the word and the ideas it represents; yet at the next 
bedside he visits he puts into practice the very theory he derides. 
He does not fail to place his fever patient under regulations as to 
a low and carefully restricted diet — in other words, he carries out 
the antiphlogistic regimen. This is simply medical vandalism. 

There is no danger of a revival of bleeding in its old aspects, 
nor do I wish to be understood as favoring such a movement; my 
plea is only for a more considerate bearing towards the forms of 
thought, our direct progenitors in the line of medical evolution. I 
would like to see the younger generation of physicians neither 

• oblivious to the fact that venesection is often the very best thera- 
peutic measure at their command, nor afraid to resort to it if they 
wish to. 

The American Public Health Association. — ^The New 
York Medical Times (Homoeopathic) thus speaks of the Public 
Health Association at Savannah : 

All schools of medicine meet on the common ground of sanita- 
tion, or care of the public health. On this occasion, at Savannah, 
there was noticeable the pleasant mingling of the blue and the 
gray — the old Surgeon-General of the Confederate army (S. P. 
. Moore), Majors, Captains, etc., of the same, cordially greeting 
their once Northern enemies; and the fraternizing of members of 
the two schools of medicine, which was largely promoted by our 
Dr. Falligant, w4io gave the only reception to the members of the 
A. M. H. Association. The generous hospitality of the Doctor 
and Mrs. F. was met by a pretty general attendance of all visiting 
members of the Association, and therapeutics found no place in 
the discussion of the excellent viands. The other social feature of 
the occasion was the excursion down the river to Tybee Island 
and return, given by the citizens of Savannah. A delightful sum- 
mer afternoon, a bountiful collation with champagne, music and 
the Savannah ladies, made the aflair a grand success. 

The sessions of the Association were well attended by members, 
but not by citizens, except in the evenings. Discussions on papers 
read, showed a pretty thorough knowledge of the subjects under 
consideration, but there was the usual amount of time wasted on 
constitutional questions and resolutions which ought to have been 
tablcM at once. One of these is worth noting here, for if its in- 
structions were acted upon, the Homoeopathic school would be 
left without representation in the National Board of Health. The 
resolution was oflTered on the false supposition that this Board 
would soon expire under the act organizmg it; and provided that 
:said Board be hereafter composed of memoers selected from the 
.army and navy surgeons and members of State Boards of Health. 
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Such a formation of the National Board would effectually prevent 
popular representation on it. But after a long and warm discus- 
sion, a vote was taken which dropped the matter for the present.. 

Small- Pox. — The period of incubation of vaccina is from sevens 
to nine days, so it is of the highest importance to vaccinnate a^ 
soon as the person is exposed, thereby superseding small-pox. 
three days; or, if it must come, rendering it lighter. I am well 
aware that the adherents of vaccination are growing less year- 
after year, but as it is the best preventive I know of, 1 shall con- 
tinue to advocate it until something better is discovered. History 
tells us that before Tenner's time, it was estimated that there were 
about 600,000 deaths in the world, yearly, from this disease, and 
that Europe alone lost about 300,000 annually. I think it hardly 
reaches that at the present day, and as for its inducing other dis- 
eases, we hav« not sufficient grounds to rely upon. 

Generally, the first symptom -of small-pox is a decided chill or a 
chilly sensation, lasting a short time, followed by a fever, quite in- 
tense, on the tenth day after the exposure. This continues for a 
day or two with severe pain in the back, then small red spots will 
make their appearance, usually on the face first, having a granu- 
lated feel under the skin. The same manifestations may be seen 
in the throat and velum. After a few hours a clear fluid makes- 
its appearance in these papules, converting them into vesicles, and 
soon a small, black depression may be seen on the top of the vesi- 
cle, called the umbilical spot, probably so called because it does- 
not look like an umbilicus. This is the diagnostic mark whcre- 
the other symptoms prevail. Chicken pox, or varicella, has the 
same general history. It is not my purpose, in this article, to enter 
into any detailed description of this disease, for that can be found 
in almost every text-book; nor to spend much time on the treat- 
ment, as diflerent schools of medicine have diflerent ideas in rela- 
tion to it. But certainly, a reduction of the fever is of great im- 
portance, and I know of nothing better than aconite, gelseminumi 
or veratum viride, to accomplish this end. The fever usually sub- 
sides spontaneously after the eruption fully appears, to re-appear 
again when the pustula stage commences. This may be due to- 
the increased inflammation or from the formation of pus, or pos- 
sibly to pyema. Tartar emetic in about one-hundredth erain doses, 
is said to work wonders in mitigating the severity of the disease, 
and some have gone so far as to declare that it aborts it. Tartrate- 
of potassa, dissolved in water, sufficiently .weak to be made pala- 
table for a drink, works magically in some cases; but, as a general 
rule, the disease will run its course, and a good treatment is to let 
it alone, lest harm be done. Give remedies to mitigate thp great 
suflering as much as possible. Some mild narcotic or anodyne 
with pure, fresh air, frequent sponging of the surface with weak 
vinegar and water, or a solution of carbonate of soda, protecting 
the face from the air and light as much as possible, to prevent pit- 
ting, is good treatment and will carry more through safely to re- 
covery than too much medication. And pray God that you do- 
not catch it yourself It is not considered contagious in its inci- 
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"pient stages, or when first recognized by a careful physician, but 
Tiighly in the pustular and dessicating stages. The scabs should 
^11 fall off, and the body should be thorougly cleansed, before the 
patient is allowed to mmgle with the outer world. 

About ten drachms of nitrate of lead dissolved in a gallon of 
pure water, to which add a tablespoonful of salt, will make one of 
the best disinfectants that can be used. Sprinkle the bed with it, 
keep clothes wet with it hung all over the room, and use it freely 
in the chamber utensils. 

Heat is the best known disinf<:ctant for clothing — the hotter the 
better — a blaze is the best. — Investigator. 

The Period of Gestation and the Placenta of the Ele- 
phant. — ^The birth of a young elephant, at Bridgeport, is the second 
w^ell authenticated instance of such an occurrence m captivity on re- 

• cord, a previous birth having taken place in Philadelphia in March, 
1880. 

Professor Owen, of London, in Vol. Ill, page 742, of his Anato- 
my of Vertebrates, mentions still another instance as having oc- 

• curred August 3, 1865, the elephants having paired December 18, 
1863, but does not state where the birth took place, nor does he 

*cite any authority in reference to it. 

Professor H. C. Chapman, of Philadelphia, who, from his con- 
nection with the Zoological Garden there, and his interest in com- 
parative anatomy, had an opportunity to follow events in the case 

• of the elephant Hebe from tne first suspicions of pregnancy to 
parturition, made an interesting communication to the Academy 
of Natural Sciences, of Philadelphia, to be found in Vol. VJII., of 
its Journal, upon the placenta and generative apparatus of the ele- 
phant, presenting at the same time the injected placenta. 

In the case of Hebe the first coitus took place May 29th, and the 
last June 20th, 1878; eight months later, there being good reasons 
to consider her pregnant, the question of the period of gestation 
arose, in regard to which we quote from Dr. Chapman'spaper : — 
*'Here again I was comparatively in the dark. In the Thesaurus 
of Seba, published in 1734, there is figured the foetus of an ele- 
phant without any membranes, taken out of its mother at about 
the middle of the period of gestation. Zimmermann also gives 
a figure of a foetus. In the description of this foetus only vague 
allusions are made to the length of gestation. As is well known, 
.-among the ancients, Pliny thought the period of gestation was six 
months, Strabo about eighteen; according to Aristotle, however, 
nearly two years. 

"What I had learned from travelers in the East, and from the 
•case referred to by Professor Owen, the time being, in that in- 

• stance, ?i\^ hundred and ninety- three days, together with the fact 
of Aris'otle giving nearly two years, led me to indicate that about 
the first of March, 1880, would be the time at which the birth of 
the elephant might be looked for. The young elephant was born 
March oth, exactly twenty months and twenty days after the last 

>^opulation, or twenty-one months and fifteen days, reckoning from 
.Jthe first one. The fixing of the period of gestation in the elephant 
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at six hundred and thirty to six hundred and fifty-six days, is an- 
other interesting illustration of modern investigation confirming 
the statements made by that most profound thinker and careful 
observer, Aristotle. 

"The labor was a very short one, the mother standing on all- 
fours, with one hind foot slightly raised. The head presented. . 
The umbilical cord broke, and was removed with the placenta and 
membranes shortly afterward by Mr. Arstingstall. Immediately 
after birth the mother rolled the young one in the straw. The 
young elephant, a female, stood thirty inches in height, measured 
from base of trunk to root of tail, thirty-five inches, and weighed 
two hundred and thirteen and one-half pounds. It was noticed 
immediately that it sucked with the mouth, and not with the trunk, 
as Buffon reasoned it must do. ♦•♦**.. 

"The placenta of the elephant is not only interesting on account 
of its rarity, but also from its combining the characters of the pla- 
centae of three different sets of animals. The impossibility of 
using the placenta, in the case of the elephant at least* as a means 
of classification is therefore sufficiently obvious." 

The latest elephantine baby is stated to have weighed one hun- 
dred and forty-six pounds at birth, and the period of gestation, as 
given, was shorter by several weeks than in the case reported by 
Dr. Chapman. — Boston Med, and Surg, Journal, 

Curability and Treatment of Pulmonary Phthisis. — Before 
having proved anatomically (as has been done recently) that tu- 
bercle had a natural tendency to heal, the curability of pulmonary 
phthisis was a clinical fact well demonstrated, and which M. Jac- 
quoud had contributed both in his teachings and in his writings- 
His new book dedicated to the curability of consumption is a new 
affirmation, more complete and more decisive, to practitioners, and 
ought to be their constant study. This book furnishes details very 
interesting of the greatest value. 

In the use of cod liver oil M. Jacquoud protests energetically 
against the insufficiency of the doses usually given. Six teaspoon- 
fuls is the minimum dose given by Dr. J. Occasionally larger do- 
ses are given, commencing with small and gradually increasing 
each day so as to reach each week an additional spoonful. Vari- 
ous means are used to produce tolerance of the oil. Alcohol is the 
best; strychnine and ether are also good. 

Fever alone (by reason of the alteration produced in gastric se- 
cretion), is a contra- indication to cod liver oil, and then glycerine 
should be well digested during the fever. As to the hot season, it 
will be no obstacle to giving the oil. Glycerine, though inferior 
to cod liver oil, is a good addition, and given in from 40 to 60 
grammes daily, is only contra-indicated in persons of cerebro- 
cardiac excitability, in msomnia, and in high temperature. In ad- 
dition, give one drop of the essence of mentha, 10 grammes of~ 
cognac or rum, which makes the mixture more agreeable. 

Arsenic is also a remedy which Dr. J. associates with those- 
above mentioned, and is contra-indicated when there is lassitude 
after a walk, and the medicine, if continued, causes feebleness iir 
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the lower extremities. This is often the first symptom of arsenical 
saturation. 

Among other remedies, creasote more rapidly and more surely 
diminishes expectoration and lessens bronchial lesions. This rem- 
edy unhappily produces certain difficulties. Commence with small 
doses, say from 3 to 5 grains, and gradually increase. It is better 
to g^ve it in capsules, or to add to the oil or glycerine containing 
it, a drop of mentha. 

The indications for the treatment of fever are variable. Qui- 
nine and especially the bromo- hydrate of quinine, is preferred, es-^ 
pecially when there are cavernous indications or putrid expectora- 
tion, and then salicylic acid is also appropriate. The first day 30- 
grains of salicylic acid is given, and one-half this quantity each 
succeeding day. If the fever do not moderate, the dose is con- 
tinued at 30 grains, in combination with cognac or rum, followed 
by a glass of water. If there be gastric intolerance, use the sali- 
cylate of soda, from 4 to 6 grammes, or with small doses subcuta- 
neously. D. Jacquoud has studied the employment of benzoate of 
soda, by inhalations, so much praised by some physicians, but hi& 
conclusions are not so favorable as to lead him to continue it. 

Dr. J. has seen all the localities he recommends, for phthsical 
patients and he favors the high latitudes of Davos de Saint Moritz. 
et de la Maute Engadine. — yournal de 7 herap9utique, — Thera- 
feutic Gazette, 

Small-Pox and Vaccination. — M. Greenwood reports some 
interesting cases, which occurred in a recent epidemic of small- 
pox, and which illustrate very forcibly the protective effect of vac- 
cination. 

1. A woman suffering from small-pox suckled her child through- 
out nearly the whole period of the disease. The latter, vaccinated 
successfully a month before, never showed any symptoms. 

2. Small-pox occurred in a German family and the oldest of four 
children eventually succumbed to it He was the only one in the 
family unvaccinated, and was nursed for nearly a week at home 
among the other three, all of whom escaped. The father believed 
in vaccination, but living in the United States at the time when 
this child was born, and vaccination being non-compulsory, he had 
neglected to have it done. 

3. Small-pox broke out in a family of three children, none vacci- 
nated. On the removal of the oldest, aged seven, to the hospital, 
the other two were vaccinated, though the mother said that the 
second child, aged five years, was not feeling very well at the time. 
The vaccination was successful in both cases; but in that child, as 
the vaccinal pustules were beginning to die away, just ten days 
after vaccination, a slight but distinct variolous eruption broke out 
over the body. The unvaccinated child died of the disease; the 
other scarcely had any constitutional symptoms at all, the vaccine, 
owing to its shorter period of incubation and action, having antici- 
pated the action of the variolous poison, which was already in the 
system. — British Med, Journal. 
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The Use of Boracic Acid and Calendula in Ear Diseases. 

— Dr. Sexton in the Medical Society of New York (Med. Record) 
admits a boracic acid mixture as follows: This mixture is made of 
•equal parts by weight of tincture of calendula and finely pow- 
dered boracic acid, as follows: Evaporate the calendula down in a 
^water-bath, at a temperature of 150** F., to a pasty consistency, 
and then mix with one-half of the boracic acid; evaporate to dry- 
ness, add the other half, and triturate. I do not always employ 
this preparation in its full strength of the calendula, but frequently 
find it sufficiently strong when reduced by the addition of more 
or less pulverized boracic acid. 

The local action of both of these remedies on supporatmg sur- 
faces seems to be somewhat similar; they are, perhaps, antiseptic, 
and it is their nature to promote healing; by means of their action 
secretions are checked, odors are stopped, and healthy granulation 
promoted. In some otorrhoeas the boracic acid may be employed 
as a dressing, and will not be found so heating as cotton-wool' 
In this way a light crust is sometimes formed over ulcerating or 
secreting surfaces, protecting the former while cicatrization goes 
on, and preventing the latter, when retained, from macerating the 
neighboring parts and undergoing decomposition 

In by far the greater number of cases of suppurative otitis media, 
I prefer these drugs in combination. Their range of application is 
thus very extensive; when used in traumatic rupture of the drum- 
head, and in the myringitis accompanying perforative inflamma- 
tion of the middle ear, the results have been most gratifying. In 
ulcerative inflammation of the external auditory canal of children, 
especially in the neglected cases among the poor, where the dis- 
charge is sanguineous, purulent, and highly offensive, the mixture 
is very efficacious. 

After the removal of polypi, as soon as the bleeding has been 
arrested, it is sometimes useful. 

The powder may be introduced into the ear through an aural 
speculum, or it may be blown in with a small insufflator. 

In acute cases, the powder should at first be applied with great 
care, for in some instances it is not well borne at the beginning of 
the attack. 

In nearly all cases, the discharge may be expected to lessen un- 
der this treatment; and when odor is present, its disappearance 
may be confidently expected to take place very soon. 

The Treatment of Sea-Sickness. — Dr. Milan Soule, surgeon 
on the steamship City of Sidney, has written an account of his 
experience with the bromide treatment for sea-sickness, as laid 
down by Dr. G. M. Beard. His testimony to its efficacy is very 
emphatic and convincing. He says: 

'* About three years ago I began to use the bromides in treating 
sea-sickness, following, as nearly as possible, the direction given 
in Dr. Beard^s valuable monograph on that subject. I had then 
been in the service of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company nearly 
four years, and as my field for experiment was large, 1 had tried 
nearly every drug or combination of drugs that had ever been pro- 
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posed for the cure or alleviation of this disagreeable malady. Re- 
peated failures and humiliating disappointments had so shaken my 
faith in the power of drugs over tnis disease, that I began to use 
the bromides with a good deal of doubt and hesitation. Greatly 
to my surprise and gratification, however, I found that I was able 
to entirely prevent or greatly to alleviate the disease, and have not 
one single failure to record. The following is the combination I 
most frequently employ : 

R Sodii bromidi giv, 

Ammonii bromidi 3ij, 

Aquae menthaj piperitae . . . .• 3"j- 

M. S. A teaspoonful before meals and at bedtime; begin treat- 
ment three days before going on board. 

"When preparatory treatment had been neglected and the dis- 
ease fully established, I put a teaspoonful of the above in a half- 
tumbler of water, add a drop of ext. ipecac, fluid, and gave a tea- 
spoonful every five minutes; it generally relieves the patient in 
less than an hour. I have received several letters (guinea enclosed) 
from passengers asking me to send them the above formula. Next 
to the bromides, I have found hyoscyamia the most successful 
remedy. Atropia will frequently afford relief, but is not altogether 
safe, as I have noticed a few cases of retention of urine to follow 
its use. I gave nitrate of amyl a lair trial, but it proved a com- 
plete failure. I have notes of several cases where the bromides 
entirely prevented sea-sickness during voyages of from twenty to 
thirty Says, although these patients were always sick on previous 
voyages. ' — Ex, 

Sulphide of Calcium in Strumous Ophthalmia. — The good 
effects resulting from the use of sulphide of calcium in the sores 
of scrofulous children, and in other affections associated with this 
diathesis, have been particularly insisted upon by Ringer. It is 
now my purpose, however, to speak of its value in "strumous 
ophthalmia." Under this head I allude to phlyctenular and pus- 
tular conjunctivitis and keratitis, the characteristics of which 
I need not further mention. In many of these cases, when other 
remedies have been used for some time with little or no benefit, 
the sulphide of calcium has proven of great service. I do not 
know if it has been much, if at all, recommended in this class of 
cases, but I was led in the outset to employ it by noticing its bene- 
ficial effects in other scrofulous affections, and this especially in 
the practice of my friend. Dr. Dyson. 

The sulphide will be found particularly serviceable in those cases 
of children with manifest strumous habit, enlarged cervical glands, 
swollen face, the eyelids tightly closed, photophobia, and where, 
on opening the eyes, a gush of hot tears is emitted, and examina- 
tion of the ocular surface discloses one or more phlyctenules on the 
cornea, or it may he merely increased vascularity of conjunctiva. 
These cases treated by the ordinary constitutional and local reme- 
dies are often tedious, but with the sulphide of calcium, coupled 
with the usual applications to the eyes, such as atropine and warm 
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fomentations of poppy, or what not, frequently quickly yield a 
happy result. In other cases also of phlyctenular conjuctivitis or 
keratitis, and not alone in children, the good effects of this medi- 
cine are conspicuous. Of course, like all other drugs, it will be 
hardly likely to be suitable for, or to benefit, all cases, but I have 
now employed it with good results so frequently that I am quite 
satisfied as to its being a useful remedy. After little or no benefit 
with steel in its various forms, and cod liver oil, the rapid recovery 
often after the substitution of the sulphide has been astonishing. 
The mode of administration is generally in the form of a powder, 
and from gr. i-io to gr. ^ of the sulphide, with a few grains of 
sugar of milk, are given about three times daily. In this way 
children take it readily. — Simon Snell. in The Practitioner. — Mich. 
News, 

Iodide of Potassium in Frontal Headache. — Dr. Haley 
states, in the Australian Medical Journal for August, that for some 
years past he has found minimum doses of iodide of potassium of 
great service in frontal headache. A heavy dull headache situated 
over the brow, and accompanied by languor, chilliness, and a feel- 
ing of general discomfort, with distaste for food, which some- 
times approach to nausea, can be completely removed by a two- 
grain dose dissolved in half a wineglass of water, and this quietly 
sipped, the whole quantity being taken in about ten minutes'. In 
many cases the effect of these small doses has been simply won- 
derful. A person who a quarter of an hour before was feeling 
most miserable, and refused all food, wishing only for quietness, 
would now take a good meal and resume his wonted cheerfulness. 
The rapidity with which the iodide acts in these cases constitute 
its great advantage. — Louisville Med, News, 

Treatment of Wine-marks by Electrolysis. — ^The object,, 
as in scarification and puncture, is to excite sufficient inflamma- 
tion to destroy the fine net-work of blood-vessels. A simple 
needle, or an instrument containing a dozen or more needles, with 
points upon the same plane and about two millimeters apart, is at- 
tached to the negative cord pressed into the skin and the electro- 
lytic action serves to destroy the capillary net-work. The instru- 
ment used is a small brass disc, which carries numerous fine cam- 
bric needles. When the circuit is completed, a blanching of the 
tissue for a small space around the needles is immediately observed. 
With ten or twelve cells of an ordinary zinc and carbon battery,, 
the needles should be allowed to remain ten to thirty seconds, de- 
pending upon the delicacy of the skin and the effect produced. 
The blanching disappears in a few moments. The efiect of the 
electrolysis becomes evident in about three weeks. In aggravated 
cases, there might be a return of the color, when a very fine and 
flexible steel needle, introduced in an oblique direction beneath the 
skin to the depth of a centimetre or more, should be used. By this 
means he destroyed the larger vessels from which the supply of 
the capillary vessels was received. The objectionable features 
were that the operation was a somewhat tedious and painful one,. 
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a slight danger of causing suppuration and superficial sloughy 
and a tendency to the formation of small keloidal-appearing out- 
growths, and sometimes small ulcers and depressed scars, or small, 
firm vascular nodules. The operation does not leave a perfectly 
normal skin, but the condition may be greatly improved. 

Dr. Sherwell, of Brooklyn, thought that the same results could 
be obtained by multiple puncture with a needle or disc of needles, 
the ends of which had been tipped with a caustic, as chromic or 
carbolic acid. 

Dr. Knapp, of New York, suggested that if the starting-point 
of these marks could be found and destroyed, the remainder would 
be obliterated. An illustrative case was cited. 

Dr. Sherman, of Ogdensburg, cited a case in which spontaneous 
ulceration occurred at the point, and produced the same result 
mentioned by Dr. Knapp. — New Tork Medical Society- Record, 

Questions on Vccination. — Referring to the discussion on 
vaccination in your journal — 

I. I know that some persons are temporarily insusceptible to the 
effects o\ vaccine virus. One case, among many in my practice, 
is this: I was called to a man whom I found with the symptoms 
of malignant small-pox. I asked him why he had not attended to 
vaccination? He noticed the tone of fault-finding in my voice, 
and said: "You cannot blame me. Doctor, for I have been vacci- 
nated twenty-two times, and you have vaccinated me three times 
yourself." He died in three or four days. There can be no doubt 
that he had been insusceptible to the effects of vaccination ; but I 
have no doubt that if he had been vaccinated within a short period 
before he was exposed to small- pox, the vaccination would have 
taken effect and his life would have been saved. 

My record of 26,399 vaccinations, to date, show many scores, I 
think hundreds, of cases, where children were vaccinated with 
perfect success, who had been unsuccessfully vaccinated previously, 
from one to fifteen times. It is probable that a considerable num- 
ber of these had been temporarily insusceptible to the effects of 
vaccination, though in the greater portion of the cases the failure 
was the fault of the vaccination. 

2, Another case may have some bearing upon another point dis- 
cussed by your correspondent: 

A child was born of a woman sick with modified small-pox or 
varioloid. The case was severe, the eruption was profuse, and the 
child was born on the fourth day of the eruption. I vaccinated 
the child when it was just twenty-four hours old, and at the same 
time another child about two years old, who had never been vac- 
cinated. The vaccination produced a perfectly typical result in 
both children; they both remained in the room with their mother, 
and in the adjoining room, and neither of them had the slightest 
symptoms of small-pox. The tenement had only two rooms. The 
disease in the mother had not protected the child from the effects 
of vaccination. Want of time prevents me from inflicting a much 
longer story of experience upon you. — E. M. S., in med, a?id 
Surg, Rep, 
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Treatment of Laryngeal Phthisis. — Dr. Maurice Schmidt, 
Frankfort-on -Maine, in Edinburgh Medical Journal, says; 

Up to the present time the treatment has almost always been 
limited to relieving the sufferings of patients as much as pos- 
sible. 

The treatment which I prescribe contains nothing new, the free 
scarifications excepted. All the other remedies have already been 
employed by other physiciens. The treatment is divided into two 
parts — the treatment of the lungs and that of the larynx. As to 
the first, this is not the place to discuss it. My experience has 
shown me the superiority of non-medicinal treatmentt physiologi- 
cal if you like. 

I would like to say, in a few words, what this treatment is which 
I make my patients carry out. 

( 1 ) Constant residence in an atmosphere as pure as possible 
both day and night. I induce my patients to keep their windows 
open during summer or half-closed during winter. I send those 
who have the means into the mountains, the forests, or to the 
country. I only make one exception, for patients attacked with 
inflammation of the larynx, however slight, with whom the 
climate of the high Alps does not appear to me to agree. 

(2) Exercise of the lungs, suited to the strength of each patient 
to facilitate the expulsion of mucus, and to induce the patients to 
profit by what remains of their lungs to promote hematosis. 

('^) To stimulate the functions of the skin by dry rubbings or 
by bathing in cold water. A secondary benefit of this remedy is 
that the patients are hardened against changes of temperature. 

(4) A good mixed nourishment, not exclusively animal. Dur- 
ing summer, milk cure; during winter, large doses of cod-liver 
oil, if the patients can bear it, if not they are replaced with food of 
a fatty nature. Treatment of affections of the stomach. 

Carcinoma of the Breast. — Dr. Gross, in a paper read before 
the New York Academy of Medicine (Boston Medical Journal) 
draws the following conclusions : 

1. That surgical intervention in carcinoma of the breast tends to 
retard the progress of the disease by preventing local dissemination, 
implication of associated lymphatic glands, and the development 
of visceral tumors. 

2. That local reproductions do not militate against permanent 
recovery, provided they are thoroughly and early excised, as soon 
as they appear; and that lymphatic involvement does not forbid 
operation, since, in fact, glands were removed in more than one- 
third of the examples of final cure. 

3. That the subjects are almost without exception saved from 
local and general reproduction, if three years have elapsed after the 
last operation. 

4. That the risk from operations is outweighed by benefits which 
accrue from them, since they not only add twelve months to the 
life of the patient, but also cure one-half as many patients as they 
destrov. 

5. That all carcinomas of the breast — if there is no evidence ot 
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metastatic tumors, and if thorough removal is practicable— should be 
dealt with as early as possible, by amputating the entire mamma, 
integument and all, dissecting away all the subjacent fascia, open- 
ing the axilla, with the view to exploration and removal of all the 
glands not palpable prior to interference. 

Acute Rheumatism. — Prof. Latham (Cambridge Medical So- 
ciety) has advanced a new theory as to the pathological changes in 
the blood in acute rheumatism, and maintains that the first step 
was a lowering of the action of the "inhibitory chemical centre, 
or nervous centre, which controls oxidation in the muscular tissue. 
Following upon this, the oxygen from the oxyhaemo-globin, in- 
stead of entering the muscular tissue to be exhaled therefrom in 
the form of carbonic acid gas, had its sojourn in the tissue short- 
ened, and passed into the blood in the form of lactic acid (a sub- 
stance which appears in muscle almost instantaneously with its 
death). That the oxygen acted also more energetically on the 
muscular tissue, and the resulting lactic acid being oxidized rapidly 
in the blood, instead of the muscular tissue, an abnormal amount 
of heat or pyrexia was developed. 

He then argued that quinia lowered temperature by simply im- 
peding the carrying of ozone from the lungs to the tissues by the 
red corpuscles, as in Binz's experiments with ozonized turpentine 
and guaiacum; and so the remedy might act beneficially in rheu- 
matism, but would have no effect on the materies morbi. 

Salycilic acid, on the other hand, lowered the temperature and 
cured the disease by mechanically combining with the substances 
from which the lactic acid is derived, and producing less heat than 
would from the oxidation of that substance. He recommends 
large doses to be continued for a long time. — Dr. Paison^ in 
Transactions of N. C. Med, Society. 

On the Removal of Warts. — Dr. W. Allan Jamieson says, in 
the Practitioner for September, 1881, that chromic acid, one to one 
of water, is by far the best remedy. The skin round each wart is 
first protected by painting it with oil, and then the wart itself is 
soaked with the solution of chromic acid; this absorbs water from 
the tissues, coagulating and hardening the albuminous tissues at 
the same time, and the unsightly wart soon disappears. These 
warts seldom appear after puberty on the hands, but a healthy 
girl well grown, aged if teen, came to the writer sometime since 
with a dozen of them on her hands, which annoved her for six 
years. Of course they much interfered with work, being always 
in the way. Steady use of the chromic acid removed them in a 
few weeks. — Independent Practitioner, 

Vaccination in Scotland. — Scotland is greatly in favor of vac- 
cination. Dr. Robertson's report of the vaccination of children 
born in Scotland in 1879, states that only one individual refused to 
have his children vaccinated. Small-pox has not caused much 
trouble since 1847, in which year there were 1,246 deaths. In 1880 
there were only 10 fatal cases. — British Medical yourncL 
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Oil of Wintergreen as an Effective Salicylate in Rheu- 
matism. — An able chemist, namely, Mr. P. Casamajor, of Brook- 
lyn, informs the writer of this paragraph, that arguing from a 
purely chemical position he expected to obtain better results in 
acute or subacute rheumatism, and perhaps in chronic rheumatism 
also, from the use of oil of gaultheria, or wintergreen. This oil is 
mainly methyl salicylate, and was among the earliest sources of 
salicylic acid. Mr. Casamajor supposes that this salt of salicylic 
acid would be easily appropriated in the economy, and would 
prove more effective than other salicylates of more fixed character. 
Carrying out his ideas he had treated himself and several friends 
who had been subjected to rather sharp attacks of rheumatism 
with oil of wintergreen and with somewhat marked benefit in 
every case tried. He takes, and gives the oil in doses of ten drops 
dropped on sugar, and the sugar then mixed with a little water 
and swallowed about every two hours until the pain is relieved. 
This simple procedure is well worthy of extended trial and closer 
observation. — Dr, Squibb. 

A New Cinchona Alkaloid, from Cuprea Bark. — ^The Lon- 
don Pharmaceutical Journal and Transactions of December 17th, 
p. 497, has two articles upon a new alkaloid found in the recent 
coppery colored cinchona bark which has come in large quanti- 
ties from South America, and is much used by makers of salts of 
quinia. One paper is by Messrs. B. H. Paul and A. J. Cownley, 
and the other is by Mr. \V. George Whiffen. 

These papers concur in their description of an alkaloid not be- 
fore known, but which is very much like quinia. The sulphate is 
very much like the sulphate of quinia, but some of the other salts 
resemble those of cinchonidia. Its chief characteristic as stated bv 
Mr. Whiffen, is its action on polarized light. It rotates the polar- 
ized ray to the left more powerfully than quinia, or than any of the 
alkaloids of cinchona, and therefore he proposes to distinguish it 
as "ultra-quinine." It has not been separated in any considerable 
quantity as yet, and nothing seems to be known of its therapeutic 
value. From its apparent position in the scale of the cinchona 
alkaloids, it should not be inferior to quinia. — I?r. Squibb, 

*<Hazeline" as a Local Application in Irritable and In- 
flamed Piles. — During the past few months I have given a some- 
what extended trial to the new extract of Hamamelis Virginica, 
called '^hazeline." As a local application in irritable and inflamed 
piles situated at the margin of the anus, where the remedy can be 
readily applied, I have never met with its equal. In most of the cases 
submitted to the treatment, the relief was immediate and perman- 
ent. My plan has been to have the part bathed in the solution 
three or four times a day, and a piece of lint dipped in it kept ap- 
plied to the anus during the intervals. All urgent symptoms have 
passed away, as a rule, in from twelve to twenty-four hours. — 
Braithwaite's Retrospect, 
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SOIENTinO ITEMS. 



The Agricultural Ant of Texas. — The existence of ants who 
•carried on some of the processes of agriculture was known as far 
l>ack as the time of Solomon, as proved by the well known pas- 
sage in the Book of Proverbs, in which he jwaises their exceeding 
wisdom, and bids the sluggard to consider their ways; but as in- 
vestigations of the habits of European ants led to the discover}' 
that they none of them make provision for winter use, for the 
good reason that as they hibernate they do not require to do so, it 
came to be believed that Solomon had only adopted a popular fal- 
lacy; modern research has, however, proved that, after all, Solo- 
mon was correct, for there are two species inhabiting the coun- 
tries bordering upon the Mediterranean that harvest seeds, and 
now we have from the other side of the Atlantic a full description 
of the mode of life and operations of farmer ants. 

Mr. McCook, a Presbyterian minister of Philadelphia, provided 
by the liberality of his congregation with time and means for care- 
ful investigation, records that the Pogonomyrmex barhatus of Texas 
carries on what may be well and justly called "farming" like a true 
backwoodsman. As soon as a new colony is founded, the settlers 
proceed to clear the ground. This they do by biting through the 
stems of the grasses, allowing them to wither, and then pulling up 
the roots, and having cleared a circular space varying in diameter 
from one to ten feet, according to the strength of the community, 
this is afterwards kept free from all growth save of one particular 
species of grass, the seeds of which form their favorite food. It 
Kas been surmised that they sow the crop, but Mr. Cook's inves- 
tigation failed to establish the proof of tnis; but they do not rely 
solely on the produce of their own clearing, but make diverging 
roads — in some cases upXvards of 60 feet in length and 2 inches in 
width — into the surrounding jungle, and send out foraging parties 
in search of various grass seeds. These are borne home and de- 
posited in their subterranean dwellings, the work being carried 
out from early morning till sunset, but with a rest of some hours 
during the heat of the day, when the busy workers retire under 
ground for protection from the sun's rays. — Dru. Circular, 

Flowers in Sleeping Rooms. — The London Lancet makes 
the following remarks on the practice of keeping flowering plants 
in sleeping apartments: 

The public are again warned against the use of flowers in sleep- 
ing apartments; and wonderful stories are told of the deleterious 
effects which have followed their presence in a limited atmosphere 
respired by invalids. Curiously enough, these appalling "instan- 
ces" of the evil influences of plants do not for the most part ap- 
ply to flowers. Nevertheless, we agree that it is safe to banish 
growing plants and flowers from bedrooms. They can do no 
good, and they may do some harm, if only by rendering the air of 
the apartment irritating to the delicate lining membrane of the 
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breath organs. We are not disposed to endorse or accept the 
charge brought against plants and flowers generally, but it is well 
to err on the side of prudence; and although it cannot be denied 
that these embellishments form most pleasing objects for the eye, 
this advantage must be sacrificed, if, as alleged, they are injurious. 
There can be no doubt that some plants give off noxious emana- 
tions, and others may scatter particles which prove irritating; but 
are all vegetable growths thus injurious? However, as we have 
said, it is well to be over cautious. So flowers and plants must 
needs be banishsd, thoueh we part with them with unfeigned re- 
luctance. — Drug, Circular, 

Pulmonary Gymnastics. — Dr. D. F. Powell, of LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin, writes to the New York Medical Record, as follows: 
**Ten years ago my chest measurement during full-forced inspira- 
tion was thirty-seven inches. By systematically inhaling and dis- 
tending the air-cells as recommended by Niemeyer (and Smith, in 
the Record of Octocer 29, 1881), I have increased chest measure- 
ment to forty-four inches, and have wonderfully developed the 
pectoral and intercostal muscles. I write this to warn those who 
may adopt pulmonary gymnastics against inspiring air at too low 
a temperature, as I have on several occasions suffered from acute 
bronchitis, brought on by the forced inhalation of 'raw' cold air. 
I find that deep inspirations of pure air, at a temperature of from 
60** to 80°, are of marked benefit in nearly all incipient lung dis- 
eases. I also freely use air medicated with carbolic acid, tar^ 
iodine, bromine, nitrate of potash, etc., as indicated, and believe 
that no other treatment equals it as a remedial agent." — Ibid, 

Milk to Extinguish Petroleum. — The first impulse of the in- 
experienced is to throw water upon burning kerosene oil, but the 
oil, being lighter than the water, rises upon it, and the only result 
is to make the ?iXQ spread. Several cases have recently been re- 
ported in the Metal Worker, where miljc has proved an efficient 
extinguisher when every other means had failed. It may be doubted 
whether the well watered milk that reaches city tables would 
answer. The question also arises whether it would not be well to 
put a little milk in our lamps on filling them, so if they happen to 
explode, or are broken by a fall, the milk will be there, ready to 
act at once, without waiting for the milkman to come around. — 
Boston Journal of Chemistry, 

Effects of the Electric Light on the Eyesight. —M. Nodier 
mentions in the Revue Scientifique, December 10, 1881, the instance 
of two naval officers, who, after some experiments with the electric 
light, were attacked with quite serious visual troubles; there were 
marked photophobia, slight conjunctivitis, lacrymation, contrac- 
tion of the iris, and flying spots in the eyes. — Drug, Circular, 

A German patent has been issued for a bottle made of twelve 
per cent, of silicum, which is said to resist the strongest acid. It 
is also recommended for the iron plates of zinc and iron galvanic 
batteries. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULJE. 



Aloes for Filer. — Dr. Fordyce Barker advocates the use of 
aloes in hemorrhoids. The following formula is proposed by him: 

R Pulv. aloes soc ) aa T^i 

Saponis castil f ^■'' 

Ext. hyoscyami Sss, 

Pulv. ipecac grs. v. 

M. Ft. pil. No. XX. Sig. One morning and evening. 

When the patient is anaemic he adds to the above 20 grains ol 
the sulphate of iron. A popular and very useful aperient in piles 
is a combination of equal parts of the bitartrate of potassium and 
sulphur, given in milk. Sulphur internally exercises a most sooth- 
ing influence on the inflamed tumors, more than can be fairly at- 
tributable to its aperient action. In those who have, or are pre- 
disposed to have, hemorrhoids. Dr. Barker recommends the fol- 
lowing : 

R Magnesias sulph ' 

Magnesias carb I - 

Potass, bitart P* ^^^• 

Sulph. sublim 

M. Sig. From a teaspoonful to a tablespoonful of the powder 
in a wine-glass of sugar and water before breakfast. This powder 
produces a soft evacuation, without pain, even when the tumors 
are inflamed. — Bulletin, 

Styptic Colloid. — The Chemist and Druggist (London) says 
that the following will instantly coagulate blood, forming a consis- 
tent clot, under which wounds will readilv heal: — 

Collodion 100 parts. 

Carbolic acid 10 parts. 

Tannic acid 5 parts. 

Benzoic acid .' 5 parts. 

Mix the ingredients in the above order. — Med. and Surg. Re- 
porter, 

Ergotine in Pharyngitis. — ^The Revue Mensuelle de Laryn- 
gologie, indicates a therapeutic method which may give good re- 
sults in cases of chronic pharyngitis, complicated by exaggerated 
enlargement of the pharyngeal veins, ancf muco purulent secre- 
tions. It advises the use of — 

R. Ergotine grs. xv. 

Tincture of iodine 3 j. 

Glycerine f 3 viiss. M. 

To be liberally applied, twice a day, on the pharynx, by means 
of a brush. — Aled, and Surg. Reporter. 

3 I 
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Mild Tonic Bitters.— 

Gentian root ; i ounce. 

Cardamom seed ^ ounce. 

Tincture of fresh orange peel 2 to 4 drachms. 

Alcohol • ^i ounces. 

Simple syrup 2 ounces. 

Water, sufficient to complete i pint. 

Mix together the tincture, the alcohol, and five ounces of water, 
and with the mixture moisten the gentian and the cardamom pre- 
viously reduced to a coarse powder. After twenty-four hours' 
contact, pack the drugs in a percolator, and exhaust them first 
with the alcoholic menstruum and then with enough water to com- 
plete fourteen ounces of percolate. Add to this the .syrup, and 
filter through paper. — Drug. Circular. 

For Syphilis. — Hydrargyrum and iodide of potassium for ter- 
tiary syphilis : 

(A.) 

R Hydrarg. bichlor gr. j, 

Potass, iodid jij, 

Tr. cardam. co \ -.. 

Tr. gentian j" " ^ •'' 

M. Dose, one drachm. 

(B.) 

B Hydrarg. bichlor &>*• ji» 

Potass, iodid ;..,.... 3iij, 

Tr. cardamom, co JiijJ 

M. Dose, one drachm. 

(C.) 

■ 

R Hydrarg. biniod gi*. ss, 

Potass, iodidi 3j, 

Syr. sarsap. cor §ij. 

M. Dose, one drachm three times a day. — Drug. Ciradar. 

Herpes Zoster. — Dr. Boardman, in Buflfalo Medical Journal, 
reports a case of this disease cured promptly by the following pre- 
scription. A good combination, doubtless, but too strong to use 
upon an extensive surface — ■ 

B Carbolic acid Sii, 

01. oliv, %\. 

Signa: Rub well on the parts two or three times daily 

Kelly's Tonic— 

R Tr. nucis vomica? f 3ij\ 

Acid, nitromuriat. dil f. jiij, 

Tr. cinch, co , f. 3jss, 

Tr. gent, co ad f. 'S^\y 

Dose, two drachms, in water, three times a day. — Drug. Cir. 
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Macdonald on Carbolic Acid in Whooping-Cough. — Dr. 
Macdonald (Edinburgh Medical Journal, 1881, p. 1094) says that on 
extended trial he finds carbolic acid, in doses of one- fourth of a 
minim to a child of six months, one-half minim for a year, and one 
minim for two years and upwards, to be the best remedy for 
whooping-cough. The whoop goes; the vomiting ceases; the 
paroxysms are modified in intensity and frequency. This result 
Dr. Macdonald believes to arise from an action similar to that of 
creasote on the motor fibres of the vagus of the stomach, and from 
a lowering of vitality of the specific germ of whooping-cough 
diseases. This points to the antiseptic treatment of the zymotic 
diseases generally. — London Med. Accord. 

^ The Use of American Ash Bark, — This agent is .said to be 
very efiUcacious as an absorbent and deobstruent. It acts with 
special reference to the uterus. It attacks the benumbed or torpid 
vase -motor nervous system, arouses it to new vitaHty, acts mildly 
but persistently in its secondary effects upon the absorbents, thus 
gradually reducing size, and bringing the uterus back to its nor- 
mal condition. The time of cure varies from six weeks to three 
months. The whie should be taken in drachm doses before each 
meal. It yields its virtues only to a light wine, not exceeding 18 
per cent of alcohol. — Therapeutic Gazette. — [A good formula for 
using this drug in enlarged spleen and hepatic engorgement is: 

R. Wine of American ash Jiv. 

Iodide potassium 3jss. M. 

Teaspoonful three times per day. — Ed. Record. 

Hamilton's Tonic. — 

B Strychniae sulph *. gr. viij, 

Cinchonidiae sulph , . . Sj, 

Tr. ferri chlor 2 vj, 

Syr. zingiberis, J ^ 

Acid, phosphoric, dil J ^' ^' 

Dose, one teaspoonful three times a day. — Drug. Circular. 

Anti-Rheumatic Mixture. — (Mistura Antiarthritica.) 

R Potassii iodidi 3 v, 

Vini colchici sem Jj, 

Tr. cimicifugai rac Jij, 

Tr. stramon 5ss, 

Tr. opii camp Sjss. 

M. Dose, 3i. three times a day. — Drug. Circular. 

Effervescing Mixture. — (Dr. Draper.) 

[No. I j — R Acidi citrici, . . • , ) 

Fern et qumias cit \ ^ 

Aquae ) ^ -.. 

M.— Syr. limonis J- aa t. ^ij. 

[No. 2.] — R Potass, bicarb ; ^iv. 

Aquae ad Jiv 

M. One fluid drachm of each in two drachms of water, to be 
mixed at the time of taking. — Drug. Circular. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



. S0U2HERN MEDICAL COLLEGE COMMENCEMENT. 

The third Annual Commencement of this institution took place 
at DeGive's opera house, Atlanta, Georgia, on the evening of 
March the ist, 1882. The audience was very large, and composed 
of the best citizens of the city. The ladies were out in unusual 
numbers, presenting a splended array of life and beauty; the music 
was exquisite, and the entire scene one of rare interest and at- 
traction. 

The class of graduates was arrayed in two divisions upon the 
stage with the Faculty in the centre. The exercises were opened 
with a fervent and eloquent prayer by the Rev. Henry McDon- 
nald. , 

dean's report. 

Dr. W. P. Nicolson, Dean, read his annual report to the Board 
of Trustees, touching the prospects of the Institution, in which 
was stated that the session now closing had been more prosperous 
financially and otherwise, than any previous one, giving great 
promise of the fulfillment of the designs of the founders, in estab- 
lishing a great, leading, central medical school in Atlanta. The 
Institution is now well known over the entire country. The num- 
ber of matriculates the present session was 124, representing the 
following States: Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina, Florida, 
Tennessee, Mississippi, Virginia, Maine, Texas and Arkansas. 

The report alluded to the Hospital enterprise which had been 
inaugurated by the Ladies* Hospital Association and a house and 
lot purchased and donated to the Southern Medical College, and 
which failed to be in readiness for the present session as had been 
promised, on account of a bill of injunction filed by a few citizens 
in the immediate vicinity of the hospital building who, though 
friends to the college and the hospital enterprise, objected to its 
being in their immeiiiate proximity. The injunction was success- 
fully resisted by the Hospital Association and the Faculty and set 
aside, but too late to put the hospital in full operation for the 
present session. The hospital building is now undergoing thor- 
ough repairs, and the hospital will be in full operation on or before 
the first of September next, and the profession may rest assured 
that no effort will be spared to push forward every improvement 
and facility essential to the demands of the highest medical edu- 
cation. 

CONFERRING DEGREES. 

Rev. A. J. Battle, LL. D., president of Mercer University, and a 
trustee of the Southern Medical College, then conferred the de- 
gree of Doctor of Medicine upon the following graduates, to- wit: 
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Georgia — J. C. Beauchamp, L. T. Boatright, J. D. Bowers, L. 
H. Cartledge, G. W. Glower, M. W. Goffee, J. B. Gourson, G. W. 
de LaPerriere, I. G. Dorris, J. A. Price, F. A. Rauschenberg, J. 
T. Roan, W. F. Robertson, G. L. Sawyer, W. H. H. Peek, C. B. 
Sewell, J. H. Sims, J. N. Smith, G. C. Spearman, W. D. Vinson, 
M. H. White, B. T. Wise, S. J. Ellis, J. P. Gwyn, I. N. Huffaker, 
A. R.Jones, Dock Long, R. B. McCants, T. P. McElreath. H. 
F. Coleman, G. E. Jones, of Alabama. T. M. Beaty, J. W. Mitch- 
ell, of South Carolina, j. H. Young, of Virginia. W. T. Foute, 
of Tennessee. W. J. Hannah, of Florida. B. F. Bradbury, of 
Maine. 

AD EUNDEM LIST. 

G. M. McDowell, Robert Harper, Pleasant Wilson, C. S. 
Strother, of Georgia ; William Hawkins, C. S. Webb, T. M. Hund- 
ley, of Virginia ; F. A. Bizell, J. H. Banks, of Mississippi ; O. X. 
Bradbury, of Maine. 

The graduates came forward separately as they were called, 
gracefully bowing as they received their diplomas at the hands of 
the Dean. During this exercise the audience was greatly animated, 
and numerous bouquets were showered upon the happy recip- 
ients, and rounds of applause given, the ladies participating. 

ANNUAL ADDRESS. 

Dr. Battle having first formally conferred the degrees in Latin, 
then addressed the audience extemporaneously for a half hour in 
an easy, graceful and eloquent manner. He alluded first to the 
rapid development and remarkable success of the Southern Medi- 
cal College, passing high compliments upon the Faculty. He 
spoke in glowing and eloquent terms of the nobility and high mis- 
sion of the medical profession. Medicine, as a study, embraced 
many collateral branches of science — physics, chemistry, geology 
and astronomy constitute the ground work and basis of the profes- 
sion, and when these with psycological science were conjoined, 
then the grandest results were to be expected. Gladstone truly 
said that medicine will be the profession of the future. The Doc- 
tor's remarks upon the beneficence of the profession, and its good 
deeds, scarcely second to the ministry, and like to that of the great 
Physician Himself, who went about doing good, were truly elo- 
quent, and well calculated to impress his hearers with new and 
exalted views of the beauty ana nobleness of the medical profes- 
sion. His remarks upon the importance of cultivating a love for 
science and for all truth, and of keeping well up with the pro- 
gress of the age, were well timed and appropriate. And his allu- 
sions to the unseen universe of knowledge, and to the God of na- 
ture, and to the fact that in honoring the profession, we should not 
lose sight of the Creator whom we must honor and adore as the 
author of all truth and of all good, were forcible, eloquent and im- 
pressive. The entire address, at which we have scarcely glanced, 
was among the best we have ever heard on any similar occasion, 
and was listened to with profound interest and attention. 
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THE VALEDICTORY. 

The address of the Valedictorian of the clAss, Dr. J. H. Sims, 
was then delivered, in which the young man did himself much 
credit. He spoke in high terms of the ability,, kindness and in- 
domitable energy of the Faculty; of their high-toned, honorable 
and ethical methods of conducting the school; of the deserved suc- 
cess and growing prospects of the Institution, and of the duty of 
the Southern profession and of Southern students to patronize the 
Southern Medical College. His farewell remarks to the class were 
touching, and his praise of Atlanta and her citizens invoked the 
hearty applause of the audience. 

AWARD OF PRIZES. 

After the valedictory the Dean presented the Faculty prize of 
$75.00 in gold for the highest proficiency at the final examination, 
in all the departments, which was awarded to Dr. B. F. Bradbury, 
of Maine. 

The second prize of $25.00 in gold was awarded to Dr. John H. 
Young, of Virginia. '^ 

Honorable mention was made, in this connection, of Dr. Geo. 
C Spearman, of Georgia. The contest between these three was 
exceedingly close. 

Prizes were then awarded by the several Professors for the best 
examinations in their several branches, as follows: 

By Professor Nicolson — A case of instruments to Dr. B. F. 
Bradbury, for the best examination in Anatomy. 

By Professor Hobbs — An oppthalmoscope to Dr. Geo. C. Spear- 
man for the best examination in Diseases of the Eye, Ear and 
Throat. 

By Professor Roy — drug case to Dr. Geo. C. Spearman for the 
best examination in Materia Medica. 

By Professor Johnson — A case of Surgical Instruments to Dr. 
John H. Young for the best examination in the Theory and Prac- 
tice of Surgery. 

By Professor Bizzell — An apparatus for testing urine to Dr. 
John H. Young for the best examination in Chemistry. 

By Professor Crawford — A gold medal to Dr. J. C. Beauchamp 
for the best examination in Clinical and Operative Surgery. 

By Professor Owens — A drug case to Dr. Geo. C. Spearman for 
the best examination in the Principles and Practice of Medicine. 

By Professor Word — A drug case to Dr. L. H. Cartledge for the 
best examination in Physiology. 

By Professor Powell — A gold medal to Dr. John H. Young for 
the best examination in Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and 
Children. 

Each Professor, on presenting his prize, made a shoft and ap- 
propriate address to the recipient, which added greatly to the in- 
terest and variety of the occasion. 

The benediction, pronounced by the Rev. T. R. Kendall, con- 
cluded the prosrramme. 

The impression made by the exercises was highly favorable to 
the present standing and future growth and prospects of this new 
and rapidly rising Institution. 
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THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Will assemble the present year at St. Paul, Minncsotii, on the 
first Tuesday in June, next. A large representation is anticipated, 
especially from the South. 



THE GEORGIA MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Will meet the present year in Atlanta, on Wednesday, April 
19. All necessary arrangements will be made for the proper recep- 
tion of the Association by the local profession of the city. It is 
hoped there will be a full turn out from all sections of the State. 



Wm. R. Warner's Pocket Drug Case. — The beautiful red 
Morocco Drug Case presented by the Professor of Physiology as 
a premium for the best examination in that branch at the Southern 
Medical College Commencement, was from the House of Wm. 
R. Warner & Co., Manufacturing Druggists, Philadelphia. It was 
filled with parvules^ kindly sent for that purpose, by that excellent 
House. These parvules have proven a great convenience to prac- 
titioners who have tried them, being reliable as to purity, neat and 
beautiful in appearance, and in such minute fractional portions that 
the dose may be graded to any desired quantity without the trou- 
ble of compounding. Armed with these beautiful sugar-coated 
parvules the practitioner need not fear offending the most fastidi- 
ous stomach, and can compete with the homeopath in respect to 
neatness and attractiveness of his remedies. We have for some 
time been using these parvules, and have found them not only a 
great convenience, but safe, reliable and efficient in action. 

Dr. C. L. Redwine — Wholesale and Retail Druggist. — 
This gentleman has resumed the drug business in Atlanta. His 
experience as a Druggist, his polite and accommodating manners, 
his kind and affable disposition, and his great energy, will sopn 
bring to his house a large and active trade. He is just opening up 
a splendid establishment at 21 Marietta street. His stock is large 
iind varied, and the interior arrangement of his store beautiful and 
attractive, evincing great skill and taste in the selection and dis- 
play of his goods. See his advertisement in this Journal. 

Patent and Trade Marks. — Attention is invited to the ad- 
vertisement of Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co., in relation to the injury 
threatened public, professional and scientific interests by the abuse 
of the law relating to patents and trade marks. The advertise- 
ment will be found interesting and instructive. Messrs. Parke, 
Davis & Co. not only defend their house against assaults unjustly 
made, but define intelligibly what is meant by trade marks, and 
the true object and intent of the law relating to the same. 

Dr. Sqjltibb is issuing a pamphlet entitled an "Ephemeris of 
Materia Medica, Pharmacy, Therapeutics and Collateral Informa- 
tion." We have the second number. Others are to be issued 
irregularly as may suit the author's convenience. Although gra- 
tuitously distributed, they contain matter of interest and instruc- 
tion to the profession. 
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RECEIPIED. 

1881 -Dra. M C Buldridge, L G Hardman, M P Dradwyler, J M Stronff, (4 B Battle, T 
J Brasber, R D LucIdb, John Riches, I FDorroh, Cochran & Klrkpatrlok. 

1882.— Dn. J F Davis, 8 W Eaton, C H Jones, J W Baker, J B Meadiook, T J Jones, 
J M (Jovington, J O Banders, Powell A Bills, A Q Smy the, L 8 Brownlee, Tho A 
Cook, LouIb Hadden, D B Hamilton, T B Parrham, J R Wilson, R E Hntchlns, M 
J Lnster, T E Morris, L B Bparkman, B F Duke, Jno H Pool. F C Davis, M E 
Demaret, C M Gibson. To OcCm 1882, Samnel Pool: to March, 1882, J M Earl; to 
March, 1888, W P Shelley ; to October, 1882, 1 W Bnddeke. 



SPECIAL IISTOTICES. 

THE art of sngar-ocatlng pills so as not to Impair their solubility, but to preserve 
the composition, keeping it soft and plastic, has aoqulred for Mcaani. Lanier A 
Co.. a world-wide reputation. Phvslcians may rely upon the purity of the drugs 
used, and upon the mathemaUcai nicety in which their pills, *'grannleB," and 
"parvules" are divided. Every doctor may be his own druggist, and at the same 
tlmesavehimself the drudgery of it by using WARNER'S preparations. A bottle 
of Quinine Pills rertently sent us by this firm satisfies us thatlthis form is luUy main- 
taining its reputation.— iVoitA CocnMna Medical JoumcU, July, 1879. 

PA BR E, DATM A CO.— This house stands among the very best in our coun- 
tiy as DruggiBtB and Manulbcturing Chemists. Enter^rulng, active and energetic, 
their large and extensive business continues to increase, bom at home and abro d. 
Their preparations of every kind are put up with great; care and exquisite taste, 
and in respect to business character and reputation this house holds a very high 
and enviable position. 

l«iat«riii«.— Dr. J. W. Singleton, the ex-president of S. W. Kentucky Medical 
Association, thus speaks of this valuable antisepUo in a late number of the Louis- 
ville Medical New9 : '*! have used LI8TERINE in several diseases in which carbolic 
aeid and other antiseptics are commonly prescribed, and I must 4ay, with great sat- 
isfaction. As an antiseptic alterative, internally administered, I consider it a very 
valuable therapeutic agent. In chronic ulceration of the nasal passages (catarrhal 
or otherwise), the listerinised solution, by injection, spray, or brush, is a vost ez- 
eellent remedy. 

"In the suppurative stage of Bums and Scalds, I have had the most pleasant and 
happy effects to follow its use. I think LISTEKINE well worthy of adoption by 
the.*profession generally as the remedy in all cases in which carbollsed injections are 
usually ordered, for. in my humble opinion, it really has all the virtues of carbo Ic 
add, with none of its poisonous evils and dangers." 

Nervou&netM Seaulting /rem IfUeng9erance,'-We have found CELEKINA exceed- 
ingly valuable in the treatment of nervous headache, nervous exhaustion, nervous- 
ness resulting flrom intemperance. Men, and sometimes women, come to us trem- 
bling and apparently exhausted, all i^m the eflects of intemperance. Such cases 
are approaching delmnm tremens. CELERINA is the most appropriate prescrip- 
tion we can give them. A few doses of bromide of potassium may oe given, alter- 
nated with the CELERINA.at first: but after this, for permanent eflteti, we depend 
upon the CELERINA.— ^9n«rioan Medical Journal, 




urinary 

and in tl 

excretory organs, especially in afiections of the skin, they have been found vei y 

effectual. Bee advertisement in this Journal. 

BEDFORD AT.VM AND IKOV SPBIMQS.-The adverUsement of these 
Springs may be seen in another part of this Journal, and should be careftilly read. 
Tne Editors have tested its virtues. It Is an excellent remedy in hfemoptisis, or as 
an anti hemorrhagic in any case, especially of a passive character. A s an injection 
in gleet, gonorrhoea, leucorrhoBa, etc., it is highly useful. As a gargle In ulcerated 
sore throat it is very efllcadous. In chronic diarrhoea it is often useful, and given in 
small doses, in the night sweats of phthislB it has been found an excellent remedy. 

More of ELUOTT'S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to different parts of the country since Jan- 
uary Iflt. The proprietor invites a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Bag in th<) market. The U. S. Government did this in 1879. and adopted the £L«- 
LIOTT. octors that do the same thing get the stamlard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. DELL.1ER, 7U9 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

JOHNSTON'S FLVID BEEF is an article that can be safely recommended 
as a concentrated natural agent. We have tried it in low states of the system and 
found it an admirable article. In the diarrhoeas of infttnts, wherein the child is 
taken from the breast, and is dying of inanition, a little of this fluid beef has been 
known to support the child and save life. Try it 

HTDBOLEIHE.— The advertisement of this valuable preparation may be found 
in this Journal. As a substitute for God-Liver Oil in lung affecjtions it is likely to 
have a fine run. The formula Ui published upon the labels, and will at once im- 
press any practitioner in its favor, as well adapted to consumption and other wast- 
ing diseases. 
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SOME REMARKS AT AN EYE CLINIC. 



BY A. G. IIOBBS, M. D., 

Professor of Diseases of the Eye, Ear and Throat, in Southern Medical College, 

Atlanta, Georgia. 



Reported by J. C. Beauchamp, m. d. 



January 2cl, 1S82, John Sammonds, male, ast. 26 years; occupa- 
tion, a farmer. History: Nineteen years ago had sore eyes, which 
seemed to be rather intractable, and was not cured. We have 
now in this case trichiasis, entropion, and as a result of this con- 
dition of things, pannus. This has produced considerable soften- 
ing of the cornea, and bulging of its coats. 

This trouble was brought about by the long continuance of the 
conjunctivitis, resulting in hypertrophy of the lid, from infiltration 
and cell proliferation of the connective tissue. The lid as well as' 
the eye-lashes became inverted, and by continual rubbing over the 
cornea produced pannus. This man can only see to read print as large 
as the heading of the Constitution. Now the practical question is^y 
how shall we relieve our patient? The indications are to restore 
the lid and eve-laslies to their proper position. By so doing, wc 
remove the >ource of irritation to the cornea, and the pannus will 
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then get well of itself. The operations for the relief of this con- 
dition, practiced up to a recent date, have not proved very satis- 
factory in their results. The operation usually resorted to for the 
relief of trichiasis has been epilation of the hairs. This, while it 
may relieve the pannus, leaves the patient with an unsightly bald- 
ness. For the relief of the entropion, it has been recommended 
to dissect a crescent-shaped or wedge-shaped piece of skin from 
the upper lid, and bring it together with sutures. 

This method of operating does not result, generally, in a perma- 
. iient cure. I shall perform an operation on this man, first sug- 
gested by Dr. Ilotz, of Chicago, in 1880. I assisted at the first 
operation of this kind performed in New York. Have made the 
operation myself only six times. 

It consists in removing an eliptical piece of the intigument of 
the upper lid and dissecting out the orbicularis mu.scle down to 
the upper border of the tarsal cartilege. Now you will see by its 
bluish color that I have reached the cartilege — be careful here, 
gentlemen, in the use of your knife, because the conjunctiva is 
very close, and is easily cut through. 

I shall now bring the edges of the wound together with fine 
black silk sutures, but in doing so you will notice that I take a 
middle stich. Now watch where the needle enters as I take this 
middle stitch — for here lies the point in the new operation — it dips 
down and passes through the upper border of the tarsal cartilege 
before it pierces the integument on the opposite side. You will 
see as I draw the knot that the edges of the skin are pulled tight- 
ly down on to the cartilege. This tarsal cartilege is the purchase 
by which the contracting cicatrix turns the edges of the lid and the 
lashes back to their normal position, (I might almost say abnor- 
mal position, in this man's case, since the lashes have been turned 
under the greater part of his life.) 

You will see I have made four sutures. We \\\\\ order cold 
water dressings to keep down any undue inflfammatory reaction, 
jind remove the threads on the fourth day. 

As the hour is up, wc will make the operation on the other eye 
on next Thursdav. 

P. S. — At the present writing, April 3, the patient's lids and 
lashes are in a perfectly natural positio|i; scar scarcely perceptible, 
and the pannus is nearly all cleared away. He reads ordinary 
jyint at eight inches, and, with a minus glass, sight is good for 
reading at eighteen inches. His myopia is due to the elongation 
of the eve-ball, from the protrusion of the cornea. 
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VARIOLA AND VACCINIA. 



BY T. B. OUKKNLEY, M. D., OF KENTCCKV 



As there has, recently, been a great deal said, pro and con, about 
vaccination as a small-pox prophylactic, I thought I would offer a 
few words as to my own observations in regard to the matter, as 
thev have been decidedly in favor of vaccination. 

Twenty-five years ago I was called to see a negro boy, four years 
-old, who was afflicted with small-pox. His father, a deck-hand 
on a steamboat, took varioloid and was sent to the pest-house in 
Louisville for treatment and isolation. Before entirelv well, he 
made his escape from the institution, and visited his wife in Bart- 
-lett county, this State, who was owned by a Mr. Samuels. She 
was the mother of the bov above alluded to. The father, on leav- 
ing the hospital, took his old over-coat with him to his wife's 
house, and she made a pillow of it for the boy to sleep on, at the 
foot of the bed. In two weeks from that time he broke out with 
small-pox. On account of the ignorance of the family respecting 
the character of the disease — none of them ever having seen a case 
of small-pox, or even suspecting any opportunity the boy may 
have had for taking it — I was not sent for until the disease had 
-made considerable progress. 

When I visited him he had been sick several days — the eruption 

being in the vesicular stage, ready to enter the pustular state. His 

face was greatly swollen, the eyes nearly closed, and the disease 

•assuming the confluent co^idition. As soon as I entered the door 

of the cabin, where the boy was in bed, I announced to those 

present that it was a case of well developed small-pox. This an- 

-nouncement, of course, produced quite a shock to the family, and 

great alarm. There were fourteen in the family, including whites 

and blacks, and none of them had been vaccinated. The mother 

of the master of the house was nearly seventy years old. I for- 

tunately had some vaccine matter with me, and called them all up 

-^md vaccinated them. The mother of the sick boy had a sucking 

baby, six months old. I now quarantined the cabin of the patient, 

iind ordered no one to enter, save the mother, who was to act as 

the nurse, and of course had to take care of her child. 

Not knowing, as before remarked, that the boy was afflicted 

with such a terrible disease as small-pox, all the members of the 

family had been in the cabin every day to see him. Even when 

they sent for me they did not know the nature of his trouble. In 

-due time, fortunately, all the family, except the nursing child, be- 
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came under the influence of the vaccine matter. In common par- 
lance, they all took finely, and there was not a symptom of variola, 
or varioloid manifested in any of them except the baby. 

On account of my great Jipprehensions of the spreading of the 
disease, I took the precaution to put the family on a close dietary 
regimen, from which fact, no doubt, the case of the child proved 
to be quite mild. The boy and child both got well. 

The happy result growing out of the immediate vaccination of 
this family scarcely needs any comment. It not only prevented the 
further development of the terrible scourge of small-pox, but also 
allayed the great consternation which was prevalent in the neigh- 
borhood. 

Another instance of the immediate good eftects of vaccine oc- 
curred at my house in 1S64. My brother-in-law, Dr. Hall, of 
Maryland, was on a visit to me, when a neighbor doctor called on 
him. This neighbor physician had just left a small-pox patient, 
without having changed his clothes; and just thirteen days after 
this visit Dr. Hall broke out with variola. Of course the danger 
in this instance was not near so great as in the previous one, as I 
recognized the disease as soon as the eruption made its appear- 
ance. I immediately vaccinated all who had been in the presence 
of Dr. Hall, and not one had any symptom of small-pox. 

About all the objections urged against vaccination by those who 
are opposed to its practice, are the alleged cases of constitutional 
diseases which have been charged to its account. It may be pos- 
sible that syphilitic and tuberculous diseases may be contracted in 
this way, but I should judge, from all the evidence that can be ob- 
tained from reliable data, the cases resulting in this way are very 
few. 

But, even admitting all that the anti- vaccinationists charge 
against it to be true, we should rather blame the vaccinator than 
the vaccination. In the first place, it is the duty of the physician, 
or party who vaccinates, to select his matter from children whose 
familv historv give no evidence of hereditary or constitutional dis- 
ease: then there can be no possible danger resulting from vacci- 
nating with it. But suppose a scab is taken from a child who is 
possibly affected with some constitutional disease, it does not fol- 
low that the matter introduced into the arm of another child should 
reproduce the trouble. It is a known fact that if the blood and 
dermoid tisrsuc that may be contained in the scab be excluded, and 
the virus proper be only used, that there can be no possible dan- 
ger resultinti^ from its use. The disease, if any exists, resides in 
those porti<^ns of the scab above alluded to. I think all careful 
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physicians who practice vaccination, will use only the virus proper, 
contained in the scab, and exclude all other elements. 

As respects bovine virus, I do not think the same objections 
could be urged, as against the humanized matter, as most of it that 
is used is taken from the pock in a fluid state, which necessarily 
is pure, even if the animal should be diseased. The only way in 
which disease could be communicated from bovine matter, would 
be from the scab, and improperly used. Of course it is the duty 
of all proprietors of bovine stables to select perfectly healthy ani- 
mals from which to procure vaccine virus. 

I presume all who have had much experience in vaccinating, 
have had more or less trouble during epidemics of erysipelas. I 
have been compelled to desist from vaccinating in two epidemics 
on account of erysipelatous inflammation setting up in the little 
wound. But it cannot be said that this character of inflammation 
was due to impure virus, as any surgical operation, however slight, 
would be aftected likewise. 1 well remember (thirty-seven years 
ago) that epidemic erysipelas was so great in the Louisville hos- 
pital that no surgical operation could be performed with safety. 
Even vaccination or leech-bites would be followed by erysipelas. 

Of course all these things are vehemently urged against vaccina- 
tion by those who oppose it. J^ut is it reasonable to charge such 
evil results to the account oi vaccination when properly performed 
with the proper kind of matter.^ It would be just as rational to 
say that opium and other powerful drugs should be excluded from 
the Materia Aledica because some have committed suicide with 
them, or have been poisoned by their injudicious administration. 
Or, to say that ovariotomy should not be performed because a 
patient now and then dies from its eflccts. It is not intended, or 
proper, for anybody and everybody to practice vaccination, any 
more than it is to practice medicine or perform surgical operations. 

Qiialification should be made essential in the performance of any- 
thing involving life and health; and if the people permit every 
ignoramus who may present himself, to either vaccinate them or 
prescribe and give them medicine, they should bear the conse- 
quences without complaining. It should not be expected of one 
unacquainted with the use of a tool to know how to handle it, no 
more than it is for a layman to prescribe and administer drugs 
properly. 

When we take into account the jjreat annual mortalitv that re- 
suited from epidemic small-pox throughout the world previous to 
the discoverv of vaccination, and the small amount from that cause 
since it has been practiced, the arguments of the anti-vaccination- 
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ists make but a poor showing. I think it mij^ht be asserted with- 
out hesitancy, that, if properly performed, with pure virus, either 
bovine or humanized, vaccination is not only a sure protection^ 
against small-pox, but not at all deleterious to the general health*. 

Admitting these premises to be correct, and I think they cannot 
be successfully controverted, does it not seem strange that any one, 
even Mr. Bergh, himself^ should endeavor to destroy or abate a 
means so grand and beneficent in its results, and so simple in its. 
use .^ 

Were I asked the question, who hath conferred, through his 
genius, the greatest boon upon our race; not only from the ranks 
of our own profession, (full of noble deeds and grand discoveries) 
but of the world at large.'' I would answer unhesitatingly, Wil- 
liam Jenner. 

As to the durability of vaccination, as a prophylactic against 
variola, it has not been fully determmed by the profession. But it 
is advised by all to repeat vaccination every few years, and espe- 
cially when small-pox is prevalent. It has been frequently proved 
that even imperfect vaccination is to some extent a protection; and 
the more marks one has the better is he protected. If a person 
who has been even imperfectly vaccinated takes small-pox, 
his chances for recovery are 40 to 50 per cent, greater than if he 
had not been vaccinated. 

It may be that some persons are protected much longer than 
others. From the time I was vaccinated up to the time I attended 
my last case of small-pox, there had intervened a period of about 
forty-three years; during which time I had not been re-vaccinated.. 
But I would not advise any one to take the same risk. I agree 
with a majority of my professional brethren, that everybody shoukL 
be vaccinated whenever small-pox is in their vicinity. 



TRADE-MARKS AND COPY-RIGHTS. 



BY R. L. IIINTOX, M. D., OF ARKANSAS. 



Messrs, Editors Southern Medieal Record: 

**A moment's reflection must convince many physicians that the- 
interests of the medical profession are seriously hazarded when 
physicians consent to prescribe and promote the general use of 
every proprietary pharmaceutical candidate armed and helmetted 
with trade-mark and copy-right exclusiveness that forces itself 
into their presence — while the immense resources of the open ma- 
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teria niedica arc always at hand to meet every indication of dis- 



ease/' 



I take the above extract verbatim, from an article in the Phar- 
tuaccutical Gazette^ by George B. Swayze, M. D., of Philadelphia, 
(rather from the Therapeutic Gazette^ Nov. No.), which strikes 
me very forcibly, from the fact that I have so frequently met with 
physicians, who are prescribing and using these patent nostrums 
in their practice, recommending them to me, and seemed to be 
even surprised that I was not using them — supposing, of course, 
that I am behind the times or not fully posted, to say the least. 
Well, I may not be fully posted, but I have this to say — that if a 
physician cannot meet the indications of disease with a judicious 
selection and combination of the remedies found in our materia 
mcdica, with whose properties he ought to be well acquainted, 
he certainly is going it blind, when he prescribes a compoimd, 
not knowing himself of what it is composed, or what to expect 
from its use, further than what he reads on the label, or in an al- 
manac. The responsibility of a physician is, in my estimation, too 
gveat, to be shifted off in this way. 



VARICOSE VEINS OF THE LE(i. 



BY B. V. DIKE, M. D., OF MISSISSIPPI. 



Dave G , colored farm laborer, let. 35, had his hanjJ and arm 

severely torn by a gin-saw last November, from which he was 
forced to lie in bed about '^\ii weeks. During this time he had 
the good fortune to recover from a most distressing case of vari- 
cose veins of the leg, which had, for so^iie time resisted treat- 
ment. 

I had ordered a rubber bandage, intending to give it trial, but 
did not receive it until after the wound was infficted by the gin. 
It was then kept firmly applied from toe to knee. Though I am 
satisfied that the cure was due mainly to the decubitus forced on 
the patient; and that had he been able to have pursued his daily 
work on the farm, the bandage, though a valuable auxiliary, would 
have been a failure, and the case continued one of those hopeless 
ones so often met with. 

I have delayed reporting this case, which was one of great in- 
terest to me, expecting a recurrence, but up to this time there is 
no sign of it, though the man has been at hard work for two 
months. 
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INFORMATION WANTED. 



J/cssrs. Editors Sonthern Medical Record: 

I wish to ask one or two questions, and will be pleased to re- 
ceive replies from any source capable of answering them. 

A neighboring practitioner, waiting upon a woman, in labor, 
two children were born in due course of time, it is supposed: One 
t)f which it is said did not take the proper color, {said to J^ave been 
of a purplish color, ) cyanosed I suppose, was cold and did not 
breathe well. 

The attending physician is said to have given calomel; the child 
survived but a few hours, probably six or eight, not twenty-four 
as I am informed. Without groins: into anv detailed historv of the 
case, the supposition is that it was true cyanosis. If so, what was 
the object in giving the calomel? 

In another case, si/ would-be surgeon was consulted or called to see 
a case ot tfalse ankylosis of the knee, after rather long confine- 
ment in the treatment of a fractured femur, in a hvsterical habit. 
It was in early winter, the patient occupied a close, warm room, 
doors and windows closed all the time, large open fireplace, 
with good wood fires, the patient on a good mattress or bed, gen- \ 

erally covered with from ten to twelve quilts, blankets and cover- 
lets; the whole time being enveloped with no less than two, and 
from that to four doubles of moderatelv thick flannels. About the 
first direction was to enclose the knee with several bats of wool in 
additi«*n to what has been already named. And for some time 
that was probably all he did. Taking the case as stated, what 
l)enefit was likelv to occur, or what was the object of the treat- 
ment.' 

These cases are not hypothetical, and are not offered for amuse- 
ment, but to elicit candid repHes, and further to show that the ig- 
norant midwife, who extracted a dead fetus from a suft'ering wo- 
man, with a pair of smith's tongs, when there was no other assis- 
tance within reach, is not to be held up to scorn and obloquy, 
whilst the country is overun by a class of men, who are supported 
and forced to the front rank of the profession, to the exclusion of 
worthy and meritorious members, who will not condescend to pan- 
<lcr to the whims, prejudices, and vices of the ignorant and malicious; 
but sacrifice their popularity, both professional and personal, to 
?say nothing of their pecuniary interest, to maintain the standing of , 
the profession. A. (J. Smvthk. 

Bahhvyit, Miss., JOth March, LSSJ. 
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a:\se of abortion with retained placenta. 



Case ist. June, 1877, Mrs A., agrecl 28, mother of two children, 
supposed herself to be near three months pregnant in June, 1877; 
one evening while visiting a store in vicinity of her residence, in 
some manner fell into an opening in the street which had been 
carelessly left open by some employees of the city, who were re- 
pairing and repaving the streets; her cries brought some assistance, 
nnd she was helped home; during the night she had some discharge 
of blood and mucus with severe pains at times which grew worse 
as the morning came. Dr. F. O. Donnally, now deceased, then 
living- opposite my residence, was summoned to see her. \ly the 
time L>r. Donnally reached his patient she had aborted. The tVrtus 
was awaiting his arrival, also the larger portion of the placenta, 
all of it, the doctor thought at the time, and so informed his pa- 
tient that she would soon be all right; but from this time until 
Aiiorust, a period of almost two months, his patient kept losing 
Wge amounts of blood; one day she was about, the next in bed, 
the doctor still being busy engaged in giving her drugs, until, as he 
informed me afterwards, he had <'iven cr^rot and everv astrintjent 
^ntbe materia medica a fair trial. 

XXv acquaintance with the case "commenced on an excessively 

W night in August, 1877, when I received a hasty summons from 

^'le- doctor asking my assistance in the case. Upon my arrival 

thero, a little after midnight, I found the woman had been having 

♦'sc'\-<j-re hemorrhage during the afternoon and evening, which was 

^oiiti lining to some extent in spite of all the doctor's eftbrts; her 

PuIttcJ^ was 150; temp. 103^; cold sweats over her body, breathing 

.^picl^ pain over the uterus and vicinity; in fact, her general condi- 

/oii ^vas alarming. Upon consultation we determined to explore 

]^ <^iivity of the uterus; chloroform was administered, and she 

^as; l^ept under the influence for over forty minutes. Upon mak- 

l^ *^ digital examination I found the os dilated and dilatable, and 

; ^^'~ sHonie slight eftbrts I succeeded in introducing two Angers 

. , *^liecavitv of the uterus, where I detected a foreign bodv at- 

r "^^^to the anterior wall of the uterus, midway between the 

^*^ Vis and internal os, and as mv fingers were considerably 

. ^"^ Jpcd for the want of room, it was with exertion upon my part 

/ ^ I was enabled to detach the mass in two pieces, one the size 

**^ "\valnut, the other about the size of a peanut. After the re- 

1 ^" ^%1 of the mass I used my finger-nails as a curette, and scraped 

, ^ Viterine walls at the place of adhesion. The vagina and uterus 

^ /"^^^^i then syringed out with a weak' solution of carbolic acid; at 

V S-^-^ the hemorrhage ceased: the patient rallied from the eftects of 

S ^^I'oform nicely. I only saw this patient for two or three <lays 

^^Howing the removal of the retained and adherent placental 

^^?ns, but her physician. Dr. Donnally, informed me that she had 

^OVisiderable metritis for ten days, but under the continued use of 

arbolic acid, injections of opium and quinia internally, she made a 

aood recoverv without any more hemorrhages. 

Case 3d. April, iSSi, was called to see Mrs. B., u woman of 
the age of 40 years, of rather a tine ph\sic|uc, although somewhat 
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cr- 



aiiicmic in appearance, had several children, the youngest livin_ 
heing a young woman aged 17 years. My patient inlormed me- 
that she had been regular until about fourteen months previous, 
when "she lost her period'' for a month, and when they came on 
her again at the end of the second month she had considerable 
hemorrage, and passed some clots of blood. From that time until 
1 was called to see her, a period of nearly twelve months, she had 
been losing a great amount of blood, not only during her regular 
menstrual period, but often in the interval. All this time she w»as 
still going around and attending to her household duties. H*r 
family physician was sent for several times, during the twelve 
months, but, as my patient said, always made light of it, saying it 
was the '*change of life working on her,'' prescribed for her, and 
would not return again unless sent for. To me, while she pre- 
>ented as specified before a somewhat anaemic appearance, I could 
hardlv credit her account of the immense loss of blood which she 
had at times lost. She also complained of headache and intense- 
pain in the back. Upon a digital examination I found the os di- 
lated and dilatable, but not enough to introduce my finger any 
distance without causing some pain, so for the time desisted. 
Prescribed ergot gtts. xxx. and kali bromidi grs. xv. four times a. 
(lav, and absolute rest in bed until I shouM see her ag:ain within 
the next t .vo or three days. Just at this time the loss of blood was- 
slight, but she informed me that just a few days previous she had 
an *'immense" hemorrhage, that being the immediate cause of my 
being sent for. Two davs after my seeing her I was sent for in a 
great hurry to sec Mrs. l3. again, but not being at my ofHce at the 
time, it was over an hour after the message was received before I 
arrived at my patient's house, and found her almost in a collapsed 
condition, pulse hardly perceptible at the wrist, lips blue, extremi- 
ties cold, and a cold sweat in large drops all over the body; in fact 
I found my patient as I thought in an alarming condition, the cause 
of all this being a hemorrhage of the most serious character, the 
evidence of the same being on the floor, having been in such 
quantities as to pass through the bddding. I found the bleeding; 
going on to some extent, which I soon controlled by ice in the va- 
gina, and ergot and brandy by the mouth and hypodermically, af- 
ter which I tamponed the vagina with Monsel's sol. of iron diluted 
with water, on cotton. Two days afterwards, there being no hem • 
orrhagc in the interval, I removed this tampon and made another 
digital examination, and found the os much more dilated than on 
a previous occasion. With this examination I detected a foreign 
body in the cavity of the uterus, but could not get a hold of it 
witb my fingers. I introduced Howard's bivalve speculum, and 
with a long pair of placental forceps I removed a putrid and of- 
fensive mass about the size of a small lemon in the aggregate. 
Again introducing my finger into the uterus and satisfying mysclt" 
all had been removed, syringed out the uterine cavity and vagina 
with a weak solution of carbolic acid, tamponed the vagina again,, 
gave my patient grs. x. of quinia and i. gr. of opium, and ordered 
absolute rest for a few days. In a little over a week she was at- 
tending to her usual duties, minus some of the heavier work; hasi 
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been regular ever since, and with the exception of a slight mala- 
rial attack in August, has had no need of medical attention since. 
No hemorrhage took place after the removal of the foreign body, 
and from that time the intense pain complained of in the back 
also disappeared to a great extent. My diagnosis in the case was 
a retained placenta from an abortion which took place over a year 
before. 

Case 3d. Was called to see Mrs. C, September, 1S81, her his- 
tory being as follows: Age iS, married four months. Two weeks 
previous to my being sent for, while washing, was taken unweU 
(she considering herself at this time to be about three months 
pregnant) large clots passed, and she went to her bed, when she 
had quite an extensive hemorrhage. Some hours after this a medi- 
cal man of questionable repute was called in to see her, examined 
her, called again the next day, told her she was all right and could 
j;et up and go to work. She felt comparatively well for tw^o or 
three days subsequent to this, and did resume, to some extent, her 
domestic duties, then had a considerable loss of blood, accompanied 
with some pain, which continuing, I was sent for. Upon making 
a digital examination found the os dilated, some tenderness in the 
left iliac region, pulse 100, temp. loii, with a discharge of an of- 
fensive nature from the vagina. I prescribed for her opium, grs. \\ 
quinia, grs. iij.. every three hours, and absolute rest in bed. The 
next day examined with bivalve speculum, and with my fingers 
and long forceps removed from the \iterus without much trouble 
i^cveral pieces of retained placenta, amounting in the agregate to 
a large walnut. The uterine cavity and vagina were syringed out 
with a weak solution of carbolic acid for the next three or four 
t^vs^ and the opium and quinia continued in small doses. Within 
n Week I discharged my patient, enjoining upon her to take all the 
rest possible until after her next menstrual period, and left her a 
^onic consisting of iron and quinia. Was again called to see her 
about one month afterwards, found her menses upon her, accom- 
panied with pain, especially in the left iliac region; opium and rest 
Were again ordered, and within a day or two all these unpleasant 
j^y/nptoms passed away; from then until the present time she has 
"«« no further trouble. 

^'^SE 4th. Was called out of bed one morning in June, 1881, to 

^e Airs. D.; found my patient to be a large and fine-looking Irish 

^">% Avith an alarming hemorrhage from the uterus, which I soon 

controlled with ergot and ice in the vagina; she informed me that 

Y^ Was about 30 vears of age, the mother of several children, all 

. ^ V>ut one; Jiacf a miscarriage about fourteen days previous, be- 

r^i^^^" nearly four months advanced in pregnancy; the abortion 

took place before her family physician arrived, although he had 

y^^n sent for early, but was delayed in his arrival. She was kept 

^^^ bed for a week, then her physician who, by the wa •, is a wcll- 

Miown one, assured her that everything was all right, advised her 

to resume her usual duties, although Mrs. McN. assured me that 

she kept insisting to the doctor that the after-birth had never came 

away, but she said he laughed at her, and wanted to know "who 

knew best, him or her.*' So in this manner she was silenced, and. 
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as mentioned before, resumed her usual duties, feeling no bad ef- 
fects wbatever until the morning when she had the hemorrhage, 
which came on her without any exertion on her part, or without 
any premonition of its appearance. After the hemorrhage was 
under control, upon an examination, I could feel the uterus through 
the abdominal walls, being very much larger than it ought to be in 
the non-jjregnant state, feeling very much like a womb docs after 
delivery at full term. Absolute rest and ergot were ordered for 
my patient; two days afterwards was again called out of be<l t<» 
see her, and found another extensive hemorrhage going on, which 
1 soon controlled as before, with ergot hypodermically and by the 
mouth, and ice in the vagina with cotton. On the following day 
removed the same, and found there had been considerable bleed- 
ing; introduced^a bivalve speculum, and w^ith a short pair of forceps 
and fingers I made my diagnosis of retained placenta, and removed 
several small pieces, but she complaining of pain and exhaustion, 
I desisted from my attempt for the day. Recognizing that I would 
need some assistance in the case, I called on my friend. Dr. J. H. 
Scarff, who responded early next morning, and on the fourth day 
after the hemorrhage she was placed in Sims' position, chloro- 
formed, and Dr. Scarli' and myself alternated in removing the 
placenta, it being done by introducing the hand into the vagina 
and finger or fingers into the cavity of the uterus, and removing 
the jDlacenta (which we found firmly attached to the walls of the 
uterus) in pieces. Judging from the amount of placenta removed, 
I would suppose the woman as right in believing herself four 
months pregnant when the abortion took place, and why this large 
placenta escaped the notice of her medical attendant is beyond my 
comprehension. After the removal of the placenta the parts were 
syringed with a weak solution of carbolic acid and the vagina 
tamponed, but from this time there was no more hemorrhage, but 
within thirty-six hours a severe chill occurred, followed with high 
fever, the temperature being 105^, pulse 1^0, and my patient had 
a severe attack of metritis and cellulitis, and she was alarmingly 
ill for two weeks, but thanks to about Soo grs. of quinia and nearly 
a drachm of opium, taken during the time of her illness, she matle 
a beautiful recovery, and has recently expressed tome that she was 
free from pains and aches, and had better health than she had had 
for years. 

From the report of the cases under consideration (my line of 
treatment having been often mentioned) I make it an axiom: in 
retained placenta, with hemorrhage or not, remove the cause and 
treat the symptoms as they arise. 

From my own experience with these and other cases coming 
under my notice, I have been impressed with the following facts: 

1st. Their frequency. 

2d. That a hemorrhage with a dilated and dilatable os, as a rule, 
means a foreign body in the cavity of the uterus. 

3d. That in opium and quinia we have almost a specific (if 
given in proper doses) in controlling inflammation of the uterus 
iuu\ its appendages, setting up after operative interference with 
the same. 
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4th. That in the fingers we have a vaUiable instrument in remov- 
inj^ the foreign bodies from the cavity of the uterus. 

5th. The wonderful recuperative powers of woman after the 
loss of an immense amount of blood. 

6th. As lonof as we have a dilated os, medicated injections into 
the cavitv of the uterus are harmless, and in them we have a valu- 
able aid in the treatment of the class of cases under consideration 
especially subsequent to the removal of the retained placenta. 

In conclusion, I would say that if I have succeeded in impress- 
ing on the minds of the members of this society the necessity of 
watching their patients after abortion, especially if there is a sus- 
picion of retained placenta, this suspicion being verified or not be- 
fore discharging them, either by digital or other forms of exami- 
nation; I say sir, if I have succeeded in doing this, one of the 
main objects of mv paper has been accomplished. — Dr, Wilmer 
Brinfon^ Independent Practitioner. 



PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTION OF VERBA SANTA. 



Dr. Briggs: Mr. Chairman, I have a few notes of a case involv- 
ing the physiological action of yerba santa. It is not a very clear 
and definite case; still there are some important facts connected 
with it, and as yerba santa is a somewhat new remedy, we may as 
well make note of them. A patient whom I have seen from time 
to time in the last two years — a stout woman 50 years of age, san- 
guine, plethoric — happening to be suflTering from some cough, went 
to an apothecary store, and speaking to the clerk, he very kindly 
gave her a bottle containing the extract of yerba santa. The pre- 
scription was: 

R Ext. of yerba santa 5 iv. 

Syr. tolu g iss. 

Liquor potass gtt xv. 

She took only a few tastes ot the bottle when she received it. 
But on the night of the 20th of January, on going to bed, her 
cough worried her very much, and as the bottle was nearly full, 
she thought to make sure she had better take a good deal of it, 
and she took at one draught all the bottle contained. 

Dr. Pollak: Did she take it all? 

Dr. Briggs: Yes, sir. There were two or three drachms of ex- 
tract of yerba santa in the bottle, and she took it all. This was to 
relieve the cough, it must be remembered. At half past 5 o'clock 
in the morning, a woman who was sleeping in the same room with 
her got up, and this person observed her turning over and conclu- 
ded she was awake and going to get up at once. 

The room-mate arose, dressed herself, and went out. At 7 
o'clock she returned, and found the patient lying in a heap near 
the end of the room, in a very constrained posture, licr head bent 
down with a .sl.,;rp twist of the ncclv. 

There was a fiood of urine on tlic carpet, and also in the bed. 
She was in a house where ihcv arc accustomed to take care of the 
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sick, and the alarm being given, she was found to be without 
breath or pulse. They raised her, opened her mouth, forced some 
brandy down her throat, and put her feet in hot mustard water. 
The treatment was followed, almost immediately, by a return ot 
the pulse. If she had not been discovered, she would have died 
very quickly indeed. In 30 minutes she had recovered sufficiently 
to answer '*yes" and "no.'' I saw her about 8 o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and at that time, you will observe, brandy had been adminis- 
tered to her and the mustard application made, and she had been 
put back to bed and was warm. I found her face red. There was 
no convulsive action. Her mouth was firmly set, but it was not 
twisted to one side. When I spoke to her, she answered me al- 
most at once, she knowing my voice. She had a full pulse then; 
it was So; there had been no vomiting. Judging from this strong 
pulse, red face, and relapses into stupidity, that there was some 
congestion of the brain, I gave at intervals two bread pills con- 
taining a drop of croton oil each, and also a mustard enema. They 
told me she would partially recover consciousness and speak to 
them, and then she would relapse into unconsciousness with the 
firm setting of the mouth. In falling she had injured her eye and 
bruised her shoulder, which kept her confined for a little while, 
but she recovered verv kindlv indeed. She could talk connectedly 
bv 10 or II A. M. She remembered that she had taken the medi- 
cine, and that she had a desire to urinate. After that came a 
blank, until she revived after the brandy, and was conscious of her 
friends about her. It was probable that the taking of the drug 
was followed by sleep and stupor. The desire to urinate was so 
strong that it partially roused her. She did not remember getting 
up, and probablv did so almost automatically, beginning to dis- 
charge urine belx^re she left the bed. The bladder seems to have 
been very full, perhaps owing to the drug. 

She got out of bed, and had fallen in consequence of the loss of 
nervous power occasioned by the action of the drug; then the 
constrained position in which she fell, combined with the action of 
the cold — for the weather was very cold — stopped the functions of 
the heart and lungs, and would have caused her death if it had 
not been for the timelv aid she received. The redness of her face 
may have been from the drug, or may have been from the brandy 
only. The record then is, that she took three drachms of extract 
of yerba santa and recovered. 

Dr. Ford: This prescription was used as an anti-spasmodic, was 
it not, to relieve cough .^ 

Dr. Briggs: The idea was that it would reduce the irritation of 
the mucous membrane. I think that was the theory the clerk 
acted on in giving the prescription. — Proceedings St. Louis Medi- 
cal Society. — .SV. Louis Medical and Surgical yournal, April, 1881. 



Astringent Cotton Tampons, saturated with a solution of 
glycerine, alum and carbolic acid, are recommended in treatment 
of uterine displacements, in place of pessaries, stems, etc. — Month- 
ly Review. 
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THE PHYSICAL AXOrTHERAPEUTICAL ACTION 

OF ERGOT. 



In the March number of the New York Medical Journal and 
Obstetrical Review Dr. Etienne Evetzky, of New York, concludes 
the publication of his Joseph Mather Smith prize essay on ergot. 
Although dealing mainly with the physiological and therapeutical 
actions of the drug, the author gives a comprehensive account of 
the history of the diflerent varieties of ergot, their botanical rela- 
tions, their microscopical structure, and their chemical composition; 
the methods of their production, collection, preservation, and pre- 
paration for medicinal use; the relations of ergot to other reme- 
dies, etc. In comparing the action of ergot with that of a num- 
ber of other excito-motors of the organic muscular tissue, an arbi- 
trarv group of which, the author thinks, ergot may be taken as the 
typical representative, he remarks that strychnia is most closely 
allied to ergot in its cftccts, the main difference being that strych- 
nia acts with far greater energy on the spinal motor centers of the 
voluntary muscular tissue. 

Digitalis is distinguished by its predominant stimulating action 
of the heart. The chief difference between the action of ergot 
and that of Calabar bean lies in the early occurrence of a paretic 
state of the voluntary motor apparatus after doses of the latter 
drug that are not quite toxic. Atropia and nitrite of amyl are 
mentioned as antagonistic to ergot For hypodermic administra- 
tion we may use the extract, the fluid extract, or sclerotic acid, di- 
luted in water, with or without the addition of glycerine or alco- 
hol, which latter substances, the author thinks, do not improve the 
solution in the least. The solution should always be clear, not too 
old, and should be made somewhat alkaline if*^ the injections arc 
particularly painful. The solution should invariably be injected 
into the muscular tissue, and it is well to begin with small doses. 

The therapeutical applications of ergot are considered under 
five heads : 

1. Disorders of the circulation and diseases of the organs of cir- 
culation. 

2. Paretic conditions of the organs composed of organic musu- 
lar tissue, the circulatory system excepted. 

'?. Inflammatory and other morbid enlar<;ements and growths. 

4. Abnormal secretions. 

5. Symptoms referable to the nervous system, and depending 
*chieflv on circulatory disorders within it. 

• ml 

In regard to contra-indications to the use of ergot, it should be 
used with extreme caution in patients with an enfeebled heart. 
Pregnancy is not an absolute contra-indication. The use of the 
drug should be suspended during the menstruation, unless it is 
given for some special condition of that function. To avoid dis 
turbing the digestion it is best to give the drug by the rectum or 
hypodermically. 

The remainder of the article deals with the special diseases in 
which ergot seems capable of cflccting good results. — Louisville 
Medical A Vttw. 
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CODEIi/\. 



BY J. R. (iARRISOX, M. D., WILLIAMETTE, ARK. 



This alkaloid of opium has been overshadowed by its congenciv 
morphia, to such an extent that it has been, in my opinion, entirely 
too much neglected by the profession. A medicine possessing- 
such decided properties, as to its influence on the nervous centres^ 
certainly deserves a much more extended notice than is accorded 
to it in the books. Very similar to morphia in its characteristic of 
anodyne, it possesses advantages over the latter which might 
wisely be taken into consideration in many cases when there is an 
indication for the prescription of either. 

The following is a succinct statement of the comparative rela- 
tionship of codeia to morphia, physiologically and therapeutically 
considered, accordinj; to my observation : 

I. Codeia is a greater cardiac stimulant, as indicated by the force- 
and volume of the pulse. 

II. It is a more powerful diflusible stimulant, elevating the tem- 
perature and exciting the capillaries. Large doses produce in- 
tense itching with an erythematous redness of the skin, thereby 
indicating its use in all internal congestions, save, perhaps, those- 
of cerebral o\\ spinal origin. 

III. It does not check the secretions to such an extent as mor- 
phia; it is therefore indicated when it is desired to avoid locking 
up the liver, constipating the bowels, or lessening expectoration^ 

IV. It is greatly less dangerous than morphia; no lethal dose 
having been recorded, yet so potent an agent should necessarily 
be exhibited with due caution. Its comparative safety recommends, 
its use in infantile therapeutics where morphia is so rarely tol- 
erated. 

V. It is never followed by the intense nausea which so often 
contrajindicates the use of morphia; and frequently no unpleasant 
after-eftects are noticed, referable to its exhibition. 

VI. There is less danger of the induction of the opium habits 
from repeated doses, than is the case with morphia, which should 
lie a matter of serious consideration in making a choice between 
the two. 

The sulphate is the form I usually) prefer, being more soluble. 
The dose is about double that of the sulph.ite of morphia, but it 
may be increased with safetv to a much gfreater extent than the 
latter; the objection to large doses being the excessive itching it 
produces, together with the intense erythema, both of which dis- 
appear coincident with the elimination of the medicine. It is an 
excellent adjuvant^ in combination with other anodynes, such as 
chloral, the bromides, hyoscyamus and Jiiniaica dogwood, adding 
to their efficiencv and modifvinji: their action desirablv. 

In almost all cough-mixtures, of wliicli morphia or opium is 
usuallv a component element, it can be suV)stitutc(l advar.tii 
geousiy. — Western Medical Reporter. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Sexual Abnormalities. — Dr. Ellis, in Baltimore Medical As- 
sociation (Maryland Medical Journal) reported a case of congeni- 



tal absence of uterus and vagina. 

Dr. Ashby referred to a case in which there was no uterus; the 
ovaries were present. The lady had been married for several years 
and was well formed and handsome, with perfectly developed 
breasts. She was not aware of her deformity. The vagina was 
represented by a cul-de-sac about i^ inch long. 

Dr. Browne referred to two cases in which post-mortems had 
been obtained. The first, reported by the late Prof. Thomas R. 
Brown, had a mere cord in place of a vagina. The rudimentarv 
representation of a uterus was discovered with the aid of the 
microscope. She had had the menstrual molimen regularly and 
vicarious menstruation. She was married — intercourse taking* 
place through the urethra. 

The second case occurred in the practice of Dr. Peaslee, who 
exhibited the specimens before a medical society. Battey's opera- 
tion was performed in this case. A few muscular fibres were 
found representing one horn of the uterus. 

Dr. Monmonier had had a case also of congenital atresia, not 
discovered until after marriage. The breasts were perfectly flat. 
Coition could not be affected, and the result was separation and 
divorce. 

Dr. Stewart referred to two cases of atresia — one in a colored 
woman at the almshouse, in whom, at her own most urgent solici- 
tation, an attempt was made to open a passage to the uterus. It 
was a most bloody operation, but was not successful. In another 
similar case a lady went to Edinburgh, was there operated on, and 
died in consequence. 

Dr. Price related the following: A beautiful young lady, in a 
family whom he attended, became the object of the affectioHs of a 
gentleman; his attentions were discountenanced by the parents, 
who were aware of her sexual malformation. The suitor beinjr 
importunate Dr. P. was requested to make an examination with a 
view to informing the gentleman of her actual condition. lie 
found a rudimentary penis, about one inch in length and the size 
of a goose-quill, through which she urinated. Beneath this little teat 
in the situation of the vulva there w^as no depression, nor even any 
sign of mucous membrane, the parts being smooth and covered 
with skin. The breasts were well developed; the voice that of a 
female — she sang beautifully. There were no testicles. There 
was evidence of the possession of erotic feeling. The mons ven- 
eris was well formed. Dr. P. informed the suitor of the result of 
the examination; he was nearly heart-broken by the news, and 
gave up business and moved away. 

Dr. Johnston reported the following : He had been asked by 
the late Prof. E. Lloyd Howard, to see a case of apparently a young 
man, agred about nineteen. He had an effeminate look and weak 
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voice, and dressed as a boy. This individual had come to learn his 
sex. A thorough examination was accordinglv made. The mons 
veneris was distinct and covered with hair. There were apparent 
corpora cavernosa, and underneath these an apperture which com- 
municated with the bladder. Under the aperture was a short cul- 
de-sac. No uterus was detectible. In each groin there was a 
<^land-like body, believed to be a testicle. The conclusion arrived 
at was the individual was a male, and the explanation of the ap- 
pearances found was traced in abnormalities of the f(Etal develop- 
ment. Early in fcrtal life the sex cannot be determined — the cli- 
toris and penis being alike. 'If the two sacs holding the testicles 
remain separate, these organs may or may not descend. The 
spongy portion of the urethra and glans penis were absent in the 
case cited. The cul-de-sac might have been an excessively de- 
veloped utri cuius. This individual had passed for a girl up to the 
age of i8 — associating constantly with them, and even slecping^ 
with them. lie even had long hair. At the age specified a thin 
beard began to show itself, when he cut off his hair and assumetl 
the male attire. He had gone previously by the name of Ann; 
licnce, to avoid unpleasant surprises, and at the doctor's suggestion 
he was baptized by the name of An-dreiv. — Maryland Medical 
you ma i. 

Quinine. — i. In the present state of our knowledge there arc 
two modes in which antipyretic remedies may be conceived to ope- 
rate: first, by increasing the discharge of the pyrexial heat; sec- 
ondly, by checking its production. 

2. The quantity of heat discharged may be augmented by di- 
rect withdrawal (tepid water), or by facilitating the circulation 
through the skin (digitalis, cutaneous irritants). 

3. The production of heat may be lessened by repeated cooling 
of the surface, and especially by the internal use of antizvmotics. 

4. Febrile diseases commonly owe their origin to the introduc- 
tion and rapid development of substances akin to ferments. Sev- 
eral of these have been shown to resemble yeast in being low 
vegetable organisms or derived from such organisms. They enter 
the glands, where they undergo multiplication, increase the meta- 
l)olic process, generate products of decomposition which exert a 
paralyzing action on the nervous system, and raise the standard of 
temperature throughout the body. 

5. Owing to impaired action of the heart in certain stage of the 
<lisorder, or to contraction of the cutaneous vessels, the skin be- 
•comes anemic and gives off less heat than usual. The internal 
temperature rises accordingly. 

6. Qiiinine, our chief antipyretic, acts by directly combatting 
the eflScient cause of the disorder, and by checking the abnormal 
metabolism going on in the body. The nervous system takes no 
part or only a secondary part in this operation. In intermittent 
fevers quinine prevents the paroxysms by attacking their infective 
^ause. The paroxysms are not the essence — the substantive cle- 
ment — of the disease; they are only a symptom of it. The sub- 
stantive clement is the poison deposited in the colorless corpuscles 



SOITIIERN MkDICAL ReCOHD. I39 

■ 

'ttt' many organs, especially the spleen. There are fevers without 
paroxysms and paroxysms without fever. It is just those inter- 
mittent fevers which run their course without paroxysms that are 
the most malignant. The malarial poison rapidly causes disinte- 
gration of the tissues and the blood, and so paralyzes the nerve- 

• centers. * 

7. The reduction of acute splenic tumors by quinine depends 
upon the adverse influence exerted by the alkaloid on the infective 
poison to which the morbid over-action of the spleen and its con- 
sequent enlargement are. " Cessante causa cessat cffcctus^ Even 
a healthy spleen may be reduced in size by large doses of quinine: 
the alkoloid vigorously checking the oxidation of its principal ele- 
uicnts, the colorless corpuscles. Qiiininc has no direct influence 
on the vaso-motor nerves. 

8. Qiiinine attacks the malarial poison with especial energy; on 
this fact depends the so-called specific action of quinine in inter- 
mittent fevers. The same relation, but in a minor degree, subsists 
between quinine and the infective poison of enteric fever, be- 
tween mercury and iodine and the poison of syphilis, between 
salicylic acid and the ''irritant'' in acute articular rheumatism. 

9. An antipyretic which in one disease instantaneously arrests 
the fever may be wholly powerless in another. The difference 
depends on the fact that the various antizymotics act 'very une- 
<}ually upon the individual schizomycctcs and ferments; one will 
paralyze rapidly, by another they will hardly be ejected. 

10. The past history of the therapeutics and recent achievments 
in the domain of etiology and pharmacology entitle us to assume 
that by persistent scientific inquiry and practical observation we 
may succeed in discovering a specific antidote for every species of 
infective or septicemic malady. — Prof. Biftz, at Medical Congress, 

Coated Pills. — Of all the diflerent methods of making pills 
tasteless by means of coating, the sugar and gelatine coating has 
been found to be the best. It has been said that pills must be 
dried out to allow a coating of sugar, and that is partly so; but 
drying out is necessary to keep the pills from spoiling and mould- 
ing. Suppose pills are coated while soft, they must be dried out 
after coating, else they will spoil and cannot be kept in stock. 

If the coating of gehitine has to be done by means of needles, 
pills cannot be coated if they are hard, and therefore must be 
coated while soft, but must be dri'^d out after coating; while pills 
to be coated with sugar can be dried out before coating, and thus 

' do not need any drying out afterward. 

If pills would be kept in stock without having been dried out, 
they would become mouldy and would spoil. We can have pills 
which remain soft and do not become mouldy, but such pills have 
been made by adding grease to the pill-mass. If the proper ex- 
cipicnt has been used, hard pills may dissolve quicker than soft 
ones. 

To prepare a pill-mass properly for making pills in large quan- 
tities, without resorting to means which should not be used, a long 

-experience is required. Of such pills to be found in the trade. 
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which have been properly prepared according to theory and prac- 
tical experience, we should mention the pills prepared by W. R> 
Warner & Co., of Philadelphia. 

These pills are soluble, can be kept in stock without spoiling^ 
and are always of the same nice appearance and uniformity. — 
Apthekcr Z.cih(tig. 

Diagnosis Wanted. — On Thursday, September Sth, I was. 
called on by B. W. (aged 73). I found him suffering, as I thought, 
with simple diarrhcpa. I left appropriate remedies, called next day, 
found him apparently well. Was sent for again on Saturday. The 
diarrhoea had returned; the stools were liquid and greenish in col- 
or, and there had been some vomiting, but very little pain; pulse 68, 
and temperature slightly elevated. Prescribed a simple diarrhoea 
mixture and ordered spice plaster to the stomach. 

Was called at 3 a. m. Sunday. Vomiting all the time, stomach 
would hold nothing; diarrhoea excessive; pulse 106; temperature 
not much elevated; no pain. Tried to allay the vomiting, but did 
not succeed. Used opium and starch enemeta, and succeeded in 
partly checking the diarrha»a, but could do nothing with the vom- 
iting. At 9 a. m. he appeared slightly better, vomiting only when 
disturbed, and bowels comparatively quiet Had him to suck ice^ 
and kept on with the injections of opium and starch, and spice 
plaster externally. 

Made arrangements to consult with Dr. H. at 6 p. m., but was- 
sent for again at 5 ; found him in a state of collaps^; had been that 
way for three hours. Gave whisky in small doses frequently till 
6 p. m., when Dr. H. arrived. He advised the administration of 
whisk}'^ in heroic doses. We gave him large doses 'till 9 o'clock, 
but could make no impression. At 9:10 he vomited freely, pure 
bile, and again at 11, and kept on with whisky till 12. Even this 
appeared to have no stimulating effect, and patient died at 2:15 a. m^ 
— Monthly .Review. 

[There is reason to believe that there are rare instances in which 
the liver secretes an acrid, poisonous bile which produces emesis 
and violent cramps and colics, and in some instances death. In 
such cases the diarrhoea should not be checked, but a purgative 
treatment adopted to assist nature in throwing off the acrid matter. 
— W., Ed. Record.] 

The Disadvantages of Cod-Liver Oil for Young Children* 

— According to the Revue Medicale^ the Council of Public Healtlv 
has recently submitted for the sanction of the Academy of Medi- 
cine of Paris a report on the disadvantages of cod-liver oil admin- 
istered to infants and young children. The commission on thc- 
hygiene of infancy has not yet reported its opinion on this sub- 
ject; but the accusations brought against this medicine by the 
Council of Hygiene are worth notice. All physicians are awarc*- 
what disastrous influence is exercised on the health of young in- 
fanta by defective administration, and especially animal nourish- 
ment; fattv matters are as little suited to the alimentation of new- 
ly-born infants as albuminoids, excepting always casein, which 
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exists normally in milk, and is found to be perfectly assimilable. 
In fact, in the first period of life, the juices necessary for emulsi- 
fying fatty matters are almost entirely wanting. The liver, in spite 
of its enormous development in this stage of existence, secretes 
only a small quantity of bile; and the researches of Langendorf 
and Zweifel have proved that, in young children, pancreatic juices 
and emulsive power is almost nil, or, at least, very slightly 
marked. These physiological considerations sufficiently indicate 
that — far from being profitable to the infant — fatty matters, and 
especially cod-liver oil, can only injure its health, and gravely com- 
promise the integrity of its digestive functions. — British Medical 
yournah — Medical Weekly. 

Sabal Serrulata — Saw Palmetto. — ^This plant, a native of 
"Georgia, Florida and South Carolina, has within the past few years 
been brought prominently before the physicians of this city and 
State by Dr. James B. Read, and owing to so little having been 
written about it, or on its medicinal properties, it is hardly known 
beyond the borders of Georgia as a most valuable remedial agent. 
• The preparations are various, the "Saccharated Oil," "inspissated 
juice," and the ^-Elixir" — its taste is sweetish and butyric. The 
'*Saccharated Oil (a sugar) is a pale canary color and very light in 
weight ; the inspissated juice, about the consistency of malt, and 
the Elixir resembles clear or amber colored syrup. All of these 
preparations are of a very pleasant flavor, and I may say palatable, 
so much so that little children and nervous women take any of 
them with ease. 

Among the medical properties and uses of the Saw-Palmeetto I 
find prominently its soothing effects on the mucous membranes, 
producing a very pleasant sensation on the throat and fauces, 
relieving soreness, hoarseness, coughs, catarrh, coryza and colds in 
the head; encourages sleep by its soothing sensation — if taken for 
any length of time it increases weight and produces fat. — Dr, 
Mycrs^ in Monthly Review. 

A New Method of Treating Endometritis. — Dr. S. S. Boyd, 
of Dublin, Ind., in a communication to the American Practitioner, 
for October, 1880, says — 

Within three years I successfully treated, by a method original 
with me, a very obstinate endometritis, occurring in a woman 
twenty-five years of age, who had been married five years. Dur- 
ing all of her married life, until recently, she suflfered from a con- 
stant flow of muco-purulent discharge from the uterus, with all the 
attendant symptoms of endometritis. Much of the time she was 
scarcely able to walk about the house. During the two and a half 
years which I treated this patient, I exhausted all of what I con- 
sidered safe remedies, both topical and general, with but little 
benefit. Finally, I adopted the following plan of applying nitrate 
of silver to the endometrism: 

Taking a small female silver catheter, I had it cut in two, so as 
to leave three inches ot the closed end in one piece. In three- 
fourths of an inch of this closed end I had as many small perfora- 



14- South KRX Medical Record. 

tions made as could be, without materially weakening the walls of 
the instrument, and to the outside of the open end a rinjj^ was sol- 
dered, to which a small cord could he attached. Havinj^^ on the 
day previous to that on which I used this instrument introduced 
into the uterus a slippery-elm tent, retaining it in place by a pled- 
get of cotton wool, I let the tent remain over night. Putting about 
fifteen grains ot coarsely pulverized nitrate of silver in the tube 
above described, and confining it there by pressing a little cotton 
on it, I then tied a small cord, six inches long, to the rim, when it 
was ready for use. Removing the pUig and the tent after intro- 
ducing the speculum, I inserted the silver tube into the uterus, 
until the distal end reached the fundus, securing it in place as I did 
the elm tent, leaving one end of the cord outside of the vagina. 
This was done as a precaution against any serious pain in my ab- 
sence, in which case the patient could remove the tube. But it 
was not found necessary to remove the instrument for three or four 
hours, and then the nitrate of silver was dis.solved. 

Briefly, the foregoing treatment was that which finally relieved 
a long suftering patient, in less than six weeks, by four applica- 
tions one week apart. Of course, I did not neglect to administer 
iron, sulph. quinia, ale and ext. malt, as I consider constitutional 
medication in such cases essential to the relief of the local disease. 

As this mode of topical application to the internal uterus wasv 
tried in but a single instance, no certain deduction can be drawn 
as to its general adaptation to the cure of endometritis, and yet, 
from its complete and speedy success in this single case, I am led 
to hope it may prove a valuable addition to the local treatment of 
this form of uterine disease. — ^Icd. and Surg. Rep. 

Nitrite of Amyl in Convulsions. — Dr. Leonard F. Pitkin, of 
Ravenswood, Long Island, reports the following case in the Medi- 
cal Record, October 2d, 1880-— 

Willie R4, aged two years and six month.s, while at play on the 
morning of August 12th, was suddenly seized with convulsions. 
I was immediately summoned, and on my arrival I found the child 
in an unconscious state, one convulsion following another in most 
rapid succession. The convulsive movements were confined al- 
most entirely to the right side. My first impression was that the 
convulsions were due to functional derangement of the stomach 
and bowels, and the usual remedies indicated in such cases were 
resorted to, but no benefit followed the same. As the child was. 
in the meantime, rapidly becoming exhausted, and the necessity of 
doing something to control the convulsions more evident, I .re- 
sorted to the use of chloroform and ether, but without succeeding 
in controUing: the convulsions. I then used nitrite of amvl bv in- 
halation. Placing four drops on a handkerchief, I applied it to- 
the child's nostrils, and after a few moments had passed the con- 
vulsions ceased entirely, and did not occur again till yesterday 
morning, August 13th, but were immediately controlled by four 
drops of amyl nitrite, and have not occurred since. A close ex- 
amination of the patient reveals that the convulsions were evident- 
Iv due to some cerebral lesion. The cranium is markedlv svm- 
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metrical; pupils unequally dilated, the left being muchMarger than 
the right. The head is not abnormally large, but the posterior 
tbntanelle is perceptible, union not having taken place between 
the bone, and remarkably large, being an inch and a quarter in di- 
ameter at its base. There is evidently some serous enusion in the 
membranes of the brain. Child is now taking — 

R Potass, iodidi gr- ^• 

Brom. potass $ gr. xl. 

Aquae, ) 5 • 

Syr. rhei., S '^'^ ^^' 

Sig. Teaspoonful t. i. d. 

The child is well nourished; appears strong and healthy. On 
questioning the mother, I ascertained that she has lost two chil- 
dren, both dying in convulsions, which were like this one. I have 
used the amyl nitrite in a large number of cases, and, with few ex- 
ceptions, it has been followed with good results. I usually ad- 
minister five minims, dropping it into a small sponge, allowing the 
patient to inhale it. It causes the face to flush, and stimulates the 
lachr>'mal glands to a considerable extent. Great care should be 
used in the alministration of the drug, as serious consequences 
might result from its injudicious use. — Med. and Surg. Rep. 

Chloral and Bromide of Ammonium in Febrile Delirium. 
— Dr. C. H. Hughes (.SV. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal) 
says: 

•'An extensive experience with these therapeutic agents in the 
delirium of fever justifies its confident commendation to the prac- 
titioner of medicine; an experience begun many years ago at Ful- 
ton, with their use in the delirium of mania, and extended there 
and elsewhere to a delirium associated with all other forms of dis- 
ease, from that of typhoid and the exanthemata to delirium tre- 
mens and aggravated hysteria. In fact, no drug, in hysteria, equals 
a full resistless dose of chloral, the patient usually awakening from 
her *'tantrum," refreshed, rested and tranquil in her nerve-centres, 
which for hours before were all unstable and unstrung. 

"The true therapeutic principle in the use of these valuable 
agents is tranquilization and the recuperation and resistance to de- 
cay which the restraint exerted by them brings about. The am- 
monium bromide for use during the day, and the chloral once 
only at night. Twenty to thirty grains of the former, ter in die^ 
and as small a dose of the latter as will induce sleep at night, and 
largely diluted with water, milk or beef-tea, the beef-tea being 
preferable in all typhoid states. 

*\Vhile large doses of chloral are indicated in maniacal excite- 
ment, in febrile delirium only small doses are required. 

**To periodically arrest cerebral disintegration in febrile delirium, 
at the natural time for sleep, is a point gained each day in the di- 
rection of restoration, as shown in the often apparent improve- 
ment of the patient after each waking, and enables the vis medica- 
trix natune to better fight the battle of life with the destructive 
disease." — Med. and Sun^. Reporter. 
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Tetanus Cured. — Dr. La>ton, in the New Orleans Medical 
Journal, reports a case of tetanus cured with the following pre- 
scription : 

R Sulphate of eserine gr. ^, 

Pure glycerine f. gij, 

Syrup of orange flower, f. .^xiv. 

Water ^ f. Jij. 

M. S. Teaspoontul (1-64 grain or one milligramme of eserine) 
every hour. I should say here that I was advised by Mr. Lascar, 
the obliging Chemist of Messrs. Lyons & Co., to use the solution 
in glycerine, eserine being so easily decomposed otherwise. Even 
the short exposure to the air of the salt, during the time required 
for preparing a dose, is sufficient to cause an increase in weight of 
the eserine so exposed. Mr. Lascar has remarked that glycerine 
prevents the decomposition of the solution. 

From January loth, in the evening, the doses of eserine were 
given at intervals of an hour and a half; later, the time- was in- 
creased to two hours; the remed}'^ was continued imtil January 17, 
when the child had taken, in all, 3 grains of eserine; the prescrip- 
tion was then discontinued, the only remaining trace of the attack 
being some rigidity of the jaws, which had entirely disappeared 
by January 30th. 

[Eserine or physostigmine is an alkaloid obtained from the cala- 
bar bean, and is an agent of great power and should be given 
with caution. — Ed.] 

Bovine Lymph. — Dr. Morris, in Maryland Medical Journal, 
remarks : 

First. That the healthy heifer, innoculated with pure, spontane- 
ous cow pox, supplies a vaccine lymph which, when introduced 
into the human economy, produces all the symptoms to be found 
in vaccination by human lymph, but in a more marked degree. 

Second. That the protection aflbrded by vaccination with bo- 
vine lymph may be presumed to be fully equal to that obtained by 
human virus, but this fact cannot as yet be proved by statistics. 

Third. That the dangers from human lymph are greatly exag- 
gerated, and, if they exist at all, may haye a counterpart in the 
animal economy. 

Fourth. That cow pox, transmitted through heifers, is more ac- 
tive and more violent in its effects than human virus, and, if these 
evidences are a proof of the efficacy of the vaccination, it must 
afford perfect immunity from small-pox. 

Fifth. That, by the use of bovine virus, we can at all times have 
an ample supply of fresh lymph, a consideration of much weight 
in the event of an epidemic. 

Sixth. As human lymph produces its action on the system at an 
earlier period than bovine lymph, it would appear to be better to 
use it in those cases in which vaccination is employed as an abor- 
tive agent. 

Seventh. That further investigations arc necessary to establish 
the true character of bovine lymph, and it is the duty of the pro- 
fession to collect and publish all the facts bearing o. the subject. 
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Treatment of Ozaena. — Dr. Cozzolino, of Naples, has recently 
written a monograph on this subject. He recommends a pomade 
iis follows: — 

R. Hydrarg. chlor. mit grs. xxx. 

Sodii benzoat 3 iiiss. 

Sodii salicylat gr. xv. 

Thymoli gr. j. 

lodoformi 5 j. / 

Ung. petrolei § ss. 

Acidi tannici gr. j. 

Rosar. essentia^ .. . : 3 j. M. 

This to be applied locally, after detersive injections, by Weber's 
nasal douche. 

He recommends prudence in the application of mercurials, and 
^attaches particular importance to a general anti-scrofulous treat- 
ment. 

For oz^aina from atrophic rhinitis he recommends benzoic acid, 
certain mineral waters in douches or in powder, such as the water 
of Saint Christian, justly extolled before him by Dr. Tillot, and 
that of Casamicciola, etc. 

He is no partisan of the tampons of cotton-wool of Gottstein, 
iind prefers to them medicated bougies of gelatine of a form in- 
vented by himself — a conical form and 3, 4, or 5 centimeters in 
length, adapted to the calibre of the nasal fossae. The object of 
these gelatinous bougies is that they may remain upon the diseased 
surface in order to obtain their full action. They are made up with 
the following ingredients. 

1. Astringent or Anti-cat arrhal Gelatinous Bougies. — Subni- 
trate, tannate, and salicylate of bismuth, pure tannic acid, sulphate 
of zinc, and sulpho-carbolate of zinc. 

2. Emollient or Solvent Gelatine. — Chloride of sodium, chlorate 
<)t potash, chloride of ammonium, neutral alkaline carbonates, em- 
ployed to dissolve the inspissated secretions in some cases of dry 
rhinitis. 

3. Modifying or Resolving and Specific Gelatines. — Preparations 
of iodine and of mercury, as, for example, iodoform, calomel, or 
red precipitate. For specific cases, the sulphur in herpetic lesions; 
^nd corrosive sublimate in syphilitic affections. 

4. Anti 'fetid or Disinfecting Gelatines. — Vegetable charcoal, 
thymol, salicylic acid, and phenol. 

The washing ought always to precede the application of the 
gelatines and the insufflation of medicated powders. The gela- 
tines are applied alternately in each nasal fossa, especially in tlie 
evening. In the morning we ought to introduce the bulb of the 
nasal douche in the opposite nostril to that in which the gelatine 
had been applied the previous evening. — Medical and Surgical 
Reporter. 
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^ The Danger of Administering Anaesthetics Without Wit- 
nesses. — This subject has been written upon time and again, and 
physicians have been repeatedly warned not to give an anaesthetic 
to any one, but in an especial manner to avoid using them with 
females, unless in the presence of witnesses. Yet the advice is 
unheeded, and every now and then we hear of some unfortunate- 
results from this negligence. This time it comes from the West. 
An old and prominent physician was visted by a beautiful young 
lady, for the treatment of some sexual disorder. The lady belongeil 
^to the blue blood of the city, while the physician had been her 
grandparents' attendant, and had for years been the family physi- 
cian. On one of her visits he informed her that an operation was 
necessary, and induced her to take some anajsthetic Subsequently, 
not improving, she consulted another physician, who told her that 
she was pregnant. In due time a child was born. 

The lady made an eftbrt at concealment, but in a short time 
brought an action for damages against her old doctor. He pub- 
licly denied the charge, but refused to go into court and do so un- 
der oath. After a few minutes' deliberation only, the jury brought 
in a verdict against the doctor, assessing the damages at fifty thou- 
sand dollars. The verdict was received with such open manifes- 
tations of approval from the judge, as well as the audience, the- 
former publicly shaking hands and congratulating the young lady 
in court, as to leave no doubt ot the sympathy of the public. The- 
case is a sad one; whether guilty or not, this old and established 
physician has been ruined, socially and professionally, forever. 

It should be made a rule, never to be broken, by every physi- 
cian, when he commences the practice of medicine, to refuse ab- 
solutely to administer an anaesthetic to any woman, alone, no mat- 
ter what the collateral circumstances may happen to be. 

Women are peculiar and unreliable, and there is no accounting 
for the queer notions they may sometimes get into their heads:, 
so that no physician is surely safe from trouble who has passed a 
period alone with a woman who has been made unconscious by 
an agent administered to her by him. — Medical and Sun^ical 
Reporter. 

Case of Poisoning by Atropia. — The patient, a small, weak, 
aniemic child, aged 6, took by mistake, between 8 and 9 in the 
morning, a teaspoonful of a solution of atropia, 0.05 to lo.o, or 
about 35 milligrammes (a little' more than half a grain). His face 
soon became flushed, his gait staggering, and his voice hoarse. 
An hour later antidotes were administered, including tannic acid, 
iodide of potassium, and injections of infusion of jaborandi. Soon- 
the patient exhibited hallucinations, and became delirious. Seven 
and a half hours after the dose had been taken, Reinl [Pra^. Med^ 
IVocIienschr., Xo. 20,1880) saw the child, who was restless and' 
unconscious and still delirious, the pulse being 140 and the respi- 
rations 30. A- hypodermic injection was given of 5 centigrammes 
of morphia (about three-fourths of a grain), and in ten minutes 
the pulse fell to 100 and the respirations to 20. The restless move- 
ments subsided, and in half an hour the patient slept, the pulse 
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falling quickly to 96 and the respirations to iS. The tollo\vin<:^ 
morning, after a good night's rest, the child was quite cheerful, 
though there remained twitchings of the muscles of the face and 
extremities which continued three days. [This case afibrds no 
proof that morphia is an antidote to atropia. Children are curi- 
ously insusceptible to the action of belladonna. Holthouse has re- 
corded the case of a boy, aged 3^ years, who recovered after tak- 
ing half a grain of atropia; there have been cases of recovery 
after taking 0.5, 0.6, i.o, and 1.5 grains respectively. The injec- 
tion of an infusion of jaborandi could hardly be expected to do 
any good. It is true that a hypodermic injection of a one-hun- 
dredth part of a grain of atropia will instantly check the perspira- 
tion and salivation of jaborandi, but the converse is not the case. 
Atropia is a much more powerful alkaloid than pilocarpin; and in 
a case of poisoning by atropia recently recorded by Purjesz, of 
Buda-Pest, aj much as 6^ grains of hydrochlorate of pilocarpin 
had to be administered hypodermically, before any antidotal prop- 
erties were observed. It is interesting to note the fall in pulse and 
respiration after the injection of the morphia. It would appear 
that, although morphia is not an antidote to atropia, it will retard 
the restlessness and delirium caused by a poisonous dose of that 
alkaloid. — l^ndon Med, Record^ 

Physicians 'who do not Read, — Whether they are too busy, 
or too illiterate, or that they are not yet beyond the influence of 
their earlier habits and associations, it seems to be a fact, if implicit 
reliance can be placed on a recent statement in the columns of our 
cotemporary, the St, Louis Medical and Surgical yournal, that 
scarcely one- half of the 26,000 physicians practicing in the wes- 
tern and southwestern States take a medical journal of any kind.. 
Of these, one-half, it states, take the cheapest medical journal 
they can obtain, so cheap, indeed, that it will be sent to them 
whether it is paid for or not. To this sweeping assertion there 
are numerous and marked exceptions, and we recall with pride 
and pleasure the names of many excellent members of the profes- 
sion in those sections who have adorned its practice or its litera- 
ture by moral and mental gifts of a superior order. There arc 
hundreds, however, who have never studied medicine, attended 
lectures or taken a medical degree from any school. They have 
graduated themselves from the butcher's block or the tailor's bench, 
because they had no qualifications even for those branches of trade; 
and a few days after deserting a locality which they could not em- 
belish, they have reappeared at some other point, fully licensed as 
medical practitioners (by their own act), to take the lives of an 
unfortunate community into their keeping. Is it any wonder that 
such men do not read a medical journal, or open the pages of a 
professional treatise, for information which is far above their coin- 
prehension ! — Clinical Record. 

Codeia in Dysmenorrhoea, Sleeplessness and Malarial 
Headache. — Cask 1. I was consulted by the mother of a young 
lady of iS years who, she stated, had suffered with painful menstrua- 
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tion for the past two years. The pain was so great that she neither 
,i(ot rest nor sleep during her periods. After putting her under a 
general medical treatment, I ordered opium to relieve the pain, 
but it disagreed with her sensitive stomach. Morphia was no bet- 
teri though I used it hypodermically. It was then I decided on 
codeia, in one-fourth of a grain doses, and had the pleasure of 
seeing my patient perfectly relieved. Her pain disappeared and a 
calm sleep was induced. From this happy result I decided to try 
it on another case, where morphia had played a prominent role, 
and had failed. 

Case II. A lady 35 years, unmarried, was subject to dysmenor- 
rhopa to such an extent, that she had to keep her bed during four 
<lays of her catamenia. I ordered codeia, in one-fourth of a grain 
doses, morning and evening, with prompt relief 

Case III. Married lady, 40 years old, complains 6f distressing 
pain during her catamenia. About two years ago she aborted at 
fourth month, and had suffered to a greater or less extent ever 
since, at her regular returns. Physical examination showed an ul- 
cerated OS and an anteflexcd womb. While .treating the last two 
affections, I administered codeia to relieve her pains with the same 
unfailing and pleasant result. 

Encouraged by these experiences, I prescribed it in a case of 
mania-a-potu, and in twenty minutes my patient was calmed, and 
upon the repetition of the dose he fell asleep. 

Again in a case of great exhaustion, in a gentleman who had to 
take twenty grains of hydrate of chloral, with one drachm of bro- 
mide of potassium, in order to obtain an hour's sleep, I ordered 
one-fourth of a grain of codeia, to be repeated in twenty minutes, 
and for the first time in two months that gentleman enjoyed four 
hours of unbroken sleep. I have used it also in the distressing 
headache that accompanies malarial fever, and always with the 
most flattering results. — {College and Clinical Record.^ — Obstet. 
Gazette. 

Eczema versus Vaccination. — On page i44of current volume 
we reproduce a statement by Dr. Murray, in the British Medical 
yournal^ to the effect that vaccination exercises a very salutary in- 
fluence on the course of eczema as occurring in infants. He re- 
fers to his experience in support of the statement, and confidently 
appeals to medical men of middle age for facts in their practice in 
further corroboration. So far from deferring vaccination, as is 
usually done, because of the existence of an eczematous eruption, 
he regards such existence as an additional reason why the child 
should be vaccinated. 

And now comes Dr. George Thin, of London, {Edinburg Med, 
yonrnal iov December, 1881) who gives a synopsis of the discus- 
sion on the subject of vaccinal skin-eruptions before the late In- 
ternational Medical Congress, and supplements the same with his 
own personal experience, the inference from all of which, viz., 
that vaccination may develop eczema, raises inter alia^ a very in- 
teresting question in therapeutics. In the discussion referred to 
Prof. Hardy, of Paris, divided vaccinal eruptions into four kinds — 
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generalized vaccination, exanthematic eruptions and diathetic 
eruptions (eczema, etc.) The second of these occur before the 
development of vaccine, and the last after the development of vac- 
cine, of the vaccine pustule. All practitioners of experience have 
observed the occurrence of eczema after vaccination, and have 
probably at times been hard driven for such an explanation as 
would satisfy the parents as to the purity of the virus. 

The debate before the Congress leaves no doubt that eczema 
follows vaccination with virus which is above all suspicion of im- 
purity, and when this fact is placed beside the statement by Dr. 
Murray that vaccination is the very best remedy for idiopathic 
eczema, have we not an illustration of the law of similia similibus? 
— Michigan Medical News. 

On the Real Position of Rotheln, Bubeola or German 
Measles. — W. Squire, M. D., London, in Medical Congress, gave 
a short historical survey of the literature of this disease, and 
showed that it was known before it received a distinctive name, 
lie said that the disease, in his opinion, had but a superficial re- 
semblance to scarlet fever, but had close relations to measles in 
several points. But it was self protective, was as distinct from 
measles as varicella from variola, and possessed all the marks of a 
specific disease. It was contagious, it ran a definite course, and it 
occurred but once in the same person. 

Dr. Kassowitz, Vienna, said that in the epidemic of rotheln 
which had come under his observation he had never noticed the 
affection passing into measles. The resemblance to measles was 
nevertheless sometimes so marked, both as regards the eruption 
and the associated phenomena, that in any single case the distinc- 
tion from the milder form of measles, which ran a rapid course, 
was rendered extremely difficult, and, in such circumstances, could 
generally only be made by having regard to other cases in the same 
house and family. If this affection had any special relationship, 
it was to measles, not scarlet fever. — Med. and Surg". Reporter. 

The Alum Plug in Uterine Hemorrhage. — Dr. R. W. Gris- 
wold, Connecticut, says: 

For the last twenty years my reliance has been on a junk of 
alum in the vagina. If this is not at hand I take the next best 
thing that is; but a junk of alum is a part of the contents of my 
medicine box. It is of the size of a large hen's ^^g^ ovoid in 
shape, and generally left a little ragged, though without sharp 
points. Around the middle is cut a groove, about which is tied a 
bit of strong but not large twine, leaving the ends so that they 
can hang out of the vagina. This treatment is easy, speedy, and 
effectual against further hemorrhage. It has never failed, me, and 
I leave a patient with a feeling that she is safe for the next twelve 
or fifteen hours, so far as danger from further bleeding is con* 
cerned. And I may add that I have never had any unfavorable 
efiects follow its use in any one of the scores of cases in which it 
has been employed — no fevers, no septicemia, no deaths, no any- 
thing ontoward — and I have never had occasion to use it the 
second time in anv one case. — Wesfer?i Lancei^ San Francisco. 
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Antiseptic Inhalation. — Dr. Jos. O. Hirschfelder, of Califor- 
nia, (in Pacrific Medical and Surgical Journal,) says: 

We arc to search for the remedy for consumption in the form of 
a volatile antiseptic. No one of greater power than those familiar 
to us has as yet been found, but a better method of their adminis- 
tration has been discovered and described by Curshmann, of Ber- 
lin, lie employs a respirator, having a wire gauze chamber filled 
with cotton, upon which the substance to be inhaled is poured. 
Since his description of the apparatus it has been extensively em- 
ployed in (Tcrmany and England, and, inasmuch as the reports 
have been highly favorable, 1 had the instrument made, with some 
slight modifications, by Folkers Bros., of this city. The appara- 
tus consists of a mouth piece, in the center of which a wire gauze 
chamber is found. In this chamber absorbent cotton is placed, 
and upon the latter the desired remedy is poured. I have em- 
ployed oleum terebinthinte, oleum pini rectificatum, creasote, and 
carbolic acid. The results that I have obtained have been most 
encouraging. The sputa have diminished most perceptibly and 
the fever has been markcdlv reduced under its use. 

Explosion of Aqua Ammoniac. — The Pharmaceutical Jour- 
nal records a recent case of an explosion of ordinary* liquor am- 
monite followed by serious results. A Belfast woman, subject to 
headache, sent her daughter to the druggist to purchase a small 
quantity of **head salts," for which he gave her liquor ammoniie, 
or "spirit of hartshorn." instead of the salt, carbonate of ammo- 
nia*. The vial was put on a shelf and not used for a few days. 
Having a lieadache, the woman lifted the remedy to apply it, and 
had it in her hand for a few minutes onlv when the vial suddenlv 
exploded, scattering the contents over her face. Iler eye was des- 
troyed, and her mouth and throat burned, the skin of both having 
been torn oflf. The vial had been put on the mantelpiece previ- 
ous to the time it was used, and when about to apply the contents 
the woman was sitting near the fire. — American Sled. Weekly. 

Prophylaxis of Small-Pox. — Dr. Ellis, after stating that he 
was now attending a case of small-pox, asked for the best means 
of preventing its communication from the patient to others with 
whom he came in contact. 

Dr. Taney hill spoke of the method which he had employed in 
1869. He always saw the patients after meals; he talked through 
a handkerchief whilst in the room, and he always changed all his 
woolen clothes in an adjoining room before entering that occupied 
by the patient. — Maryland Med, your. 

m 

Parsley as an Antigalactic. — Dr. Martin {Bull.gen.de Ther- 
apute.,) states that if the breasts of a nursing woman be covered 
with parsley leaves freshly pulled, the application being renewed 
several times a day, as quickly as the leaves fade, the milk will 
soon cease to appear. This is an application which may be used 
when it is impossible to give purgatives or other remedies inter- 
jially. — Med. and Surg. Reporter. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



Locusts as Food. — Some writer remarked long ago that, in 
our warfare against injurious insects, it might be well for us to turn 
ihe tables upon them by eating them. This has been done in the 
East, so far as locusts are concerned, ever since the days of Tohn. 
the Baptist, and probably from a much earlier period. A recent 
writer .says: '*In Arabia and Northern Africa, locusts are still 
used as food, and form an article of commerce. The inhabitants 
usually tear off their wings and wing coverts, and then bake them. 
Gryllus Ihieolc (Fabr.) seems to be the species which is eaten and 
prepared in the manner above detailed, in Barbary. The natives of 
Senegal dry another species, of which the body is yellow, spot- 
ted with black, and which Shaw and Denon have figured in the 
4iccount of their voyage in Africa; they then reduce them to pow- 
■<ler. which they use as flour. Captain Burton tells us that the 
black, leather-like variety of locust, called by the Arabs, 'Satan\s 
jiss,' is eaten by the Africans, as are many other edibles upon which 
strangers look with disgust. 

"There is some compensation in the circumstance that if the 
locusts devour the food of man they are themselves a source of 
food. In Morocco thev are collected in sacks bv nijjht, and first 
boiled in salt and water, and then fried. Only the softer part of 
the body is eaten, much as we eat prawns, which they resemble 
in taste. They are considered to be wholesome food, and in per- 
fection aVsoon as the insects can fly." — Journal of Chemistry. 

The Wonders of Paper. — At the Melbourne Exhibition, held 
recently, there was a complete dwelling house made entirely of 
paper, and furnished throughout with the same material. There 
were paper walls, paper roofs, paper ceilings, paper floorings, pa- 
per joists, paper stairways, paper carpets, paper bedding, paper 
chairs, paper sofas, paper lamp, paper frying-pans, and even the 
stoves, in which bright fires were kept burning daily, were of 
papier mache^ and when the fabricator of this mansion gave a 
banquet in this dwelling; the table-cloths, the napkins, the plates 
and cups and saucers, the bottles and the tumblers, and even the 
knives and forks, were likewise made of paper. — yonrnal of 
Chemistry. 

Canned Meats and Vegetables. — Otto Hener, F. C. S., pub- 
lishes in the Lancet the results of his experiments, both chemical 
4md physiological, upon the occasional injurious effects of canned 
goods. He says that tin, even when perfectly pure, is far more 
readily attacked by food matters than is commonly supposed; it is 
to be found in comparatively large amounts in the overwhelming 
majority of canned goods, irrespective of the nature of the same. 
Acid fruits, such as peaches and cherries, corrode the tin to an ap- 
palling extent; but even meats, nay, condensed milk, dissolve and 



15- Southern Medical Record. 

become contaminated with serious quantities of the metal. A can 
of soup examined contained 35 milligrams (one-half grain) of tin 
to the pound, and one of condensed milk 8mg. (one-eighth grain) 
and of oysters 45 mg. (0.7 grain) to the pound. 

Carbonic acid water attacks tin, and in all samples of soda- 
water, and other acetated beverages tested, tin was found. The ques- 
tion then arises, Is tin, when taken into the s\stem, injurious to 
health, or not? This seems to be as yet an unsettled question, but 
Hohner's experiments on pigs go to show that, while stanftic com- 
pounds are not injurious, tin in a stannous condition is a virulent 
irritant poison, and it is in the latter condition that tin dissolves in 
the animal or vegetable substances used for food. — Ibid. 

Artificial Leather. — Among the recent patents granted at 
Washington is one for artificial leather, which is a plastic com- 
pound for coating articles to imitate leather, etc., consisting of glue, 
mastic, dextrine, glycerine, chloride of iron, chrome-alum and a 
suitable pigment. It is said to wear nearly as well as leather, and 
costs but half as much. It is used in the manufacture of ladies* 
fine boots and slippers, and by carriage-makers, book-binders, and 
upholsterers. — Ibid. 

Electrical Experiment. — The following simple electrical ex- 
periment is described in L'Electricien: A small box of paste- 
board is closed with lid of fine^ fflass, on the upper surface ot" 
which collodion is applied several times (but not so much as to 
render the lid opaque). In the box are placed insect forms, made 
of sponge or cotton. On rubbing the collodion surface with dry 
fingers in dry weather, the insects move about in a curious manner. 
Ibid. 

Prof. Edward C. Pickering, of Harvard College, says that in 
undertaking to measure the intensity of the light of the satellites ot" 
Mars, he had occasion to need an extremely small hole. A hole 
about the twenty-five hundreth part of an inch in diameter was 
finally secured. — Philo. Jour. 

M. Pasteur has resolved to continue his researches into the 
means of preventing disease by destroying or nullifying the viru- 
lence of the germs, and is about to visit Bordeaux lazaretto with 
the view of studying yellow fever, which he hopes to conquer bv 
means of inoculation. — Ibid. 

The experiments of a famous Swedish chemist, prolonged 
over two years, makes it definitely certain that separating cream 
by the centrifugal secures 10 p*er cent, more of it than any other 
process, while if the cream is at once churned what chemist and 
other experimenters jDronounce the best lasting and best keeping 
butter is obtained; the refuse — the skimed milk and buttermilk — 
are sweet — that is, in their most valuable condition — and the milk 
has been in the course ot a few hours turned into money. This 
appears to be the ultimate perfection of scientific buttermaking. — 
Ibid, 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FOEMULiE. 



Rheumatism, Acute and Chronic, Hemicrania, Etc; — 

R. Guarana grs. xV: 

With hot water, cream and sugar for a dose, and in- 
crease to forty grrains once or twice a day. 

Said to be ahnost a specific in Acute Rheumatism, and ycr,V 
beneficial in the cases above named. 

TfiK Cyanides in Acute RirEUMATisM. 

Dr. A. Luton, gives the Cyanide of Zinc in pill, in doses of from 
three-fourths to one and a half grains in a single day. 

The Cyanide of Potassium, pure and well prepared, is perhaps 
to be preferred, he thinks, to the Salt of Zinc, on account of its 
evident activity. In mixture he gives it in the dose of one and a 
half grains per day. It is best administered in the lorm of pills, 
coated with silver. It is not advisable to go beyond two grains a 
day. — Indefcndcnt Practitioner. [Give with caution! — En. Rec.J 

Iodoform in Gynecological Practice. — Professor Bandl, of 
. Vienna, uses iodoform in every possible variety of chronic pelvic- 
peritonitis, and with the most satisfactory results. It is used in 
emulsion with glycenne (i to lo), and is introduced in the vagina 
in small quantity on a cotton tampon, where it is allowed to re- 
main from 12 to 24 hours. 

In Carl Braun^s clinic, iodoform was used experimentally in 
acute post partum perimetritis with enormous effusion. The ab- 
domen was painted with glycerine emulsion, and the eftect was 
excellent, the effusion being rapidly absorbed. He ascribes the 
effect partly to the inhalation of the iodine vapor. — Translated by 
Ralph D'Ary, M. D., for the Physlctan Mud Surgeon. — Western 
\Iedical Reporter. 

Leucorrhcea.— - 

U. Zinci oxidi vel bismuth carb grs. Ixxx. 

Ext belladonna grs. xl. 

Olei theobroma? 3 j.; 

Olei olivea 3 iij- 

Mix. — Divide into eight pessaries, and order one to be used eycrv 
nisrht. — Medical Gazette. 



^Vhe^e the Menstrual Flow is Scanty and the Liver 
Sluggish. — 

R. Podophylli resinie grs. iv. 

Ext. hyoscyami grs. xxvi. 

Ext nucis vomicfc grs. iv. 

Pil. aloes et myrrhie grs. xxx. 

M. — Divide into twelve pills, one to be taken at bedtime three 
or four nights in succession. — Jbid. 
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Huxley's Theory of Disease. — The body is a machine of the 
nature of an army, not that of a watch or of a hydraulic appa- 
ratus. Of this army, each cell is a soldier, an organ, a brigade, tlUe 
central nervous system headquarters and field telegraph, the ali- 
mentary and circulatory system the commissariat. Losses are 
made good by recruits born in camp, and the life of the individual 
is a campaign, conducted successfully for a number of years, but 
with certain defeat in the long run. The efficacy of an army, at 
any given moment, depends on the health of the individual sol- 
dier, and on the perfection of the machinery by which he is led 
and brought into action at the proper time; and, therefore, if the 
analogy holds good, there can be only two kinds of diseases, the 
one dependent on abnormal states of the physiological units, the 
other on pertubation of thpir co-ordinating and alimentative ma- 
chinerv. — Caftadian Medical Record. 

Antiseptic Stimulation in Typhoid. — Prof. Bouchard {Le 
Course, Med,^ May 7th) recommends that stimulants used in ty- 
phoid fever should be mixed with antiseptic substances, in order 
to prevent purulent infection from the intestinal lesions, lie uses 
the following: 

Rum fl. 5 ix; 270.00 fl. Gm.; 

Creosote gtt. ij; 0.12 ** 

Phenic acid gr. iv; 0.24 Gm.; 

Sahcylic acid gr. xv; i.oo ** 

M. Sig. Small quantities of this or a similar antiseptic stimu- 
lant may be given as required. — Mich. Med. News. 

A Dangerous Instrument. — ^According to the Phil. Med. and 
Surg. Re-porter y a number of high authorities in ophthalmology 
have called attention to a new instrument called the "eye-cup.'' 
which has been imported from France. It is constructed on the 
principle of an ordinary rubber cupping-glass, but made so as to 
accurately fit over the eye. By pressing the rubber bulb, and then 
applying it, the eye is drawn out more or less by suction from its 
socket. It is claimed that it will relieve the presbyopia of old 
people, and thus render the use of glasses unnecessary. It has 
really been known to produce retinal congestion and hemorrhage, 
as well as lenticular, corneal, conjunctival, and palpebral changes, 
and in one case total blindness from retinal detachment was the 
result. — Xcjc England Afedicai Gazette. 

Application in Inflamed Conjunctiva. — A correspondent of 
the Louisville Medical News, describing a visit to the Manhattan 
Eye and Ear Hospital, New York, supplies the formula of a so- 
lution in very common use there for inflamed conjunctiva; it is used 
with an atomizer in the form of spray: 

Tannin grs. x. 

Sodaj bicarb grs xx. 

Glycerin 3 ij. 

AquJT Oij. 
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Treatment of Phthisical Cough. — Mr. T. Garrett Horder 
(British Med. Journal,) strongly advises hydrobromic acid in doses 
of twenty minims. It may be given with the addition of spirits 
of chloroform. He has also found the inhalation of the vapor of 
iodine very useful in chronic cough. 

Another correspondent recommends fifteen minims of hydro- 
bromic acid and ten minims of chloric ether in a dessertspoonful 
of water four or five times a day, with a pill containing a quarter 
of a grain of codcoia three times a day. 

Mr. A. de Wihter Baker (Dawlish) recommends the following 
formula: — 

R. Tincturaj pruni Virginianaj 3 j. 

Glycerini 3 ss. 

Nepenthe, (Ferris and Go's.) ., w v. 

Aqua; q s. 

M. He generally orders it to be given when the cough is trou- 
blesome, and repeated in three or four hours, it required. In trou- 
blesome cases he also orders a double dose to be given at bedtime. 
He has never known it to fail to relieve cough; and it can be ta- 
ken for a long period of time without disturbing the digestive 
organs. — J/cd. £ Surg, Reporter. 

Hair Tonic. — J. M. Frey, in Medical Brief, says he has used 
the following successfully for falling hair after fevers: — 

Zinci sulph 10 grs. 

Quinia3 sulph 20 grs. 

Tinct. cantharides i oz. 

Bay rum 2 oz. 

Glycerinaj , . . . . 2 oz. 

Water 2 oz. 

M. To be brushed or rubbed into the scalp with much gentle 
s hampooing. — your. Chemistry. 

Borax in Hoarseness. — This salt has been employed with ad- 
vantage in cases of hoarseness and aphonia occurring suddenly 
from the action of cold. The remedy is recommended to singers 
and orators whose voices suddenly become lost but which by these 
means can be recovered almost instantly. A little piece of borax, 
the size of a pea, is to be slowly dissolved in the mouth ten min- 
utes before singing or speaking. The remedy provokes an abund- 
ant secretion of saliva, which moistens the mouth and throat. 
This local action of the borax should be aided by an equal dose of 
potassium, taken in warm solution before going to bed. — La France 
Medicate. 

Treatment'of Malarial Chill.— At the Bellevue Hospital the fol- 
lowing means are, among others, employed to prevent malarial chill. 
1. The hypodermic injection of pilocarpine, gr. 1-6. 2. The inhal- 
ation of gtt. V. of amyl nitrite every twenty to thirty minutes. 3. 
The administration of chloroform and whisky, of each 5 ss. The 
excessive diarrhcca of typhoide is said to be remarkably controlled 
by the administration of gtt. xx. of turpentine every two oj* three 
hours. — Medical Record, 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



Small-Pox in Atlanta. — A case of small-pox occurred in 
Atlanta during the present month. The patient was a negro girl, 
at one of our Hotels, who probably brought it from a distance. 
She was promptly quarantined, but six other cases have devel- 
oped up to this writing, all of which may be traced to the above case. 

Negro Doctors. — Eight negroes were graduated at the Mehary 
Medical College of Nashville, Tenn. 

See the new advertisement of Wm. R. Warner & Co.. next to 
last page of reading matter. 

Dr. Samuel Gross, the distinguished Surgeon, has resigned his 
Professorship in Jefferson Medical College. 

Harter's Iron Tonic. — Read the advertissment of this medi- 
cine. The Formula stikes us most favorably. It is evidently a 
fine combination. 

Tennessee Medical Society. — The Medical Society of the 
State of Tennessee is appointed to meet at Memphis, on the 2d 
Tuesday in May next. 

Joseph Pancoast, M. D., Emeritus Professor of Anatomy in 
Jeflerson Medical College, Philadelphia, died at his residence, 
March 7th, 1882, aged 77. He died of pneumonia 

Dr. W. F. Green, of Decatur, Georgia, died on the 6th inst., 
of ulceration of the bowels. Dr. Green was a kind-hearted Chris- 
tian gentleman, a good physician and warmly esteemed by the 
entire community. 

Johnston's Fluid Beef. — Robert Shoemaker & Co., Philadel- 
phia, General Agents for United States. See the new advertisement 
of this article. It is truly an excellenf preparation. We have 
tried it. 

New York Code of Ethics. — The action of the Medical So- 
ciety of New York, in authorizing consultations with all legally 
qualified practitioners, will probably be discussed and condemned 
at the next meeting of the American Medical Association. 

The Pharmacevtical Assosiation of Georgia met in At- 
lanta on nth inst. The officers elected for the ensuing year are: 
J. W. Rankin, President; A. Solomons, of Savannah, ist Vice- 
President; G.J. Howard, of Atlanta, 2d Vice-President; A. M. 
Brannon. of Columbus, 3d Vice-President. Secretary, J. A. Scrup- 
line, of Savannah. }. L. Massenburg, of Macon, Treasurer. 

The next meeting of the Associntion will be in Athens, on 2nd 
Monday of April 18S2, 
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Senator Hill, of Georgia, has had a third operation performed 
for the removal of a cancerous affection, by Prof. Gross, of Phila- 
delphia. The last operation consisted in the removal of a portion 
of tlie ^aUvary gland. 

Georgia Medical Association. — As we go to press before 
the meeting of the Association, we cannot notice its proceedings 
in the present issue, but will do so in our next. At this writing tlic 
indications give promise of a large and interesting meeting. The 
meeting of the Association is appointed for the 19th inst., in this 
citv. 

Crockery and House-Furnishing. — Parties desiring any- 
thing in the house-furnishing line should visit the establishment of 
T. R. Ripley, of this city. Mr. Ripley is a reliable gentleman ot 
superior business qualifications — kind, affable and courteous to 
visitors, and will do the straight thing by you. See his advertise 
ment in this Journal. 

The National Board of Health Bulletin^ of April ist, reports 
cases of small-pox at the following places: — Forrest City, Ark.; 
Grand Rapids, Mich.; Janesville, Wis.; Lemars, Iowa; Louisville, 
Ky.; Moline, III; Salem, Mass.; Mount Holly, Pa.; South Bethle- 
hem, Pa.; Syracruse, N. Y.; Unionville, Ky. Only a scattering 
case or two in the several places mentioned, except at South 
Bethlehem, Pa., at which point there has been 152 cases, in a popu-^ 
lation of 5,500. Number of deaths 35. Not a single cise occurrccf 
where there had been a recent vaccination. 



BOOK NOTICES. 

A Treatise on Diseases of the Eye. By Henry D. Noycs, 
A. M., M. D., Professor of Ophthalmology and Otology, in Belle- 
vue Hospital Medical College; Surgeon to the New York Eye 
and Ear Infirmarj*; President of the American Ophthalmologicai* 
Society; Member of the New York Ophthalmological Society; 
Permanent Member of the Medical Society of the State of New 
York; Member of the New York Academy of Medicine. New 
York: William Wood & Co. McGarity & Laird, Agents, At- 
lanta, Ga. Illustrated — 354 large octavo pages. 

The general anatomy and physiology of the globe very plain and 
satisfactory. The various disea.ses and operations admirably han- 
dled and brought down to recent and well approved principles. 

Lectures on Diseases of Children, a Handbook for Phy- 
sicians and Students. By Dr. Edward Henoch, Director of 
the Clinic and Polyclinic for Diseases of Children, in the Royal 
Charete, and Professor in the University of Berlin. New York: 
William Wood & Co., 1882. 

This work contains 357 octavo pages, and though styled a Hand- 
book, is sufficiently full on many subjects treated. This, however, 
cannot be said of Cholera Infantum and Diarrhea, the most fre- 
quent and fatal of infantile affections, the remarks upon which are 
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somewhat meagre, and contain no new or important suggestions. 
Its brevity, however, and its avoidance of detail upon subjects al- 
ready fully considered in the many treatises upon this department, 
will commend the work to many readers. The lucture style will 
prove attractive, as also the numerous cases from the author's ex- 
perience. 

A System of Surgery, Theoretical and Practical, in 
Treatises, by Various Authors. Edited by T. Holmes, M. 
A. Cantab., Surgeon and Lecturer on Surgery at St. George's 
Hospital; Memb. Corresp. De La Societe De Chirurgie De 
Paris. First American from Second English edition, thoroughly 
revised and much enlarged, by John H. Packard, A. M., M. D., 
Surgeon to the Episcopal and St. Joseph's Hospitals, Philadel- 
phia. Assisted by a large corps of the most eminent American 
Surgeons, in three volumes. Vol. IL Diseases of Organs of 
Special Sense; Diseases of Circulatory System; Diseases of the 
Genito-Urinarv Organs. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea's Sons & 
Co., 1881. 

The above is the second volume of the great Surgical work, and 
contains 1063 double column pages. A list is given of the numer- 
ous eminent contributors, both American and English. The illus- 
trations are numerous, and some of them beautifully colored. As 
the work is ample in its treatment of the Organs of Special Sense, 
it is suited to the library of the Specialist as well as of the Gen- 
eral Surgeon. It is full, plain and able upon all the subjects treated, 
and must be regarded as a very valuable work to the Surgeon for 
its practical features, and to the Physician as a work of reference 
upon many subjects upon which information may be sought. 

Volume HL of the same work is also just received — same style 
and size — numbering lo^o pages, elegantly gotten up — illustrated, 
and treats of Diseases of Respiratory Organs, Diphtheria, Croup, 
Diseases of Larynx, Diseases of the Thyroid body — Apnoea. 

A Treatise on Human Physiology, Designed for the use 
OF THE Student and Practitioners of Medicine. By John 
C. Dalton, M. D., Professor of Physiology and Hygiene in the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York; Member of 
the New York Academy of Medicine; of the New York Patho- 
logical Society; of the American Academy of the Arts and 
Sciences, Boston; of the Biological Department of the Academy 
of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, and of the National Academy 
of Sciences of the United States of America Seventh edition, 
with two hundred and fiftv-two illustrations. Philadelphia. 
Henry C. Lea's Sons & Co, 1882. 

This new^ and revised edition of this excellent and popular text- 
book of Physiology will be welcomed by the profession, and es- 
pecially by Medical Students. We note important and useful im- 
provements in the present work, which will add to its popularity 
as a text-book; improvements which bring it well up with recent 
advances. The alterations relating to the classification of Albu- 
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minoids, and the additions in regard to Ferments are interesting 
and presented in a manner at once plain and intelligible. 

The department of Physiological Chemistry is also well and 
fully considered, and facts drawn from the interesting observa- 
tions, which of late years have been attracting attention in respect 
to the localization of the cerebral functions, arc in the present 
work more fully and satisfactorily discussed than in previous edi- 
tions. Wc have no hesitation in pronouncing this edition as an 
improvement, and the work as now presented, as among the best 
which has yet been published on this interesting branch of Medi- 
cal Science. 

ft 

Illustrations of Dissections in a Series of Original Col- 
ored Plates the Size of Life, Representing the Dissec- 
tion OF THE Hitman Body. By George Virner Ellis, Professor 
of Anatomy in University College, London, and J. H. Ford, 
Esqr. The drawings arc from nature, by Mr. Ford, from dissec- 
tions by Professor Ellis. Reduced on a uniform scale, and re- 
produced in fac simile, expressly for Wood's Library of Standard 
Medical Authors. Vol. I. Second edition. Pages 253, octavo. 
New York: William Wood & Co. McGarlty & Laird, Agents, 
Atlanta, Ga. 

To the Student of Anatomy, this is a very valuable work. The 
illustrations are from real life, and present only such dissections as 
are commonly seen in the practical Anatomy room. In the pres- 
ent volnme are presented views from the head and neck, the upper 
extremities, the abdominal parietes and the lower limbs. 

Lectures on Electricity, [Dynamic and Franklinic] in 
ITS Relations to Medicine and Surgery. By A. D. Rock- 
well, A. M., M. D., Electro-Therapeutist to the New York State 
Woman's Hospital; Member of the American Neurological As- 
sociation; Fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine; 
Member of the New York County Medical Society, etc. 122 
pages, large octavo. 

This work is interesting and instructive, and presents a number 
of new subjects, among which are descriptions of the Galvanic 
Accumulator for storing electricity for use, and the induction bal- 
ance for locating bullets in the body. The several methods of 
franklinization and its value as compared to dynamic electricity. 

Homeopathy — What is It.^ A Statement and Review ok 
ITS Doctrines and Practice. By A. D. Palmer, M. D., LL. D., 
Professor of Pathology and Practice of Medicine in the College 
of Medicine and Surgery in the University of Michigan. .Second 
edition, 1881. Detroit, Michigan: Geo. S. Davis, Publisher. 

This little work by Dr. Palmer, has attracted much attention by 
the profession, and called down many anathamas by the Homeo- 
pathists. It should be read by every practitioner. 
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SPECIA.L NOTICES. 

THE art of sngar-coatlng pills so as not to impair their solubility, but to prefler\'e 
the composition, keeping It soft and plastic, haa acquired for Mmmutb. UTamer * 
Co.. a world-wide reputation. Physicians may rely upon the purity of the drugs 
used, and upon the mathematical nicety in which their pills, **granuleB," and 
"parvules" are divided. Bvery doctor may be his own druggist, and at the same 
tfmesavehimselfthedrudgeryof it by using WARNER'S preparations. A bottle 
of Quinine Pills ref^ntly sent us by this Ann satisfies us that this firm is fully main- 
taining its reputation.— z^or^A OaroUna Medtoal Journal^ JtUyt 1^* 

PARHE, DAVIS A CO.- This house stands among the very best in our coun- 
try as Druggists and Manufacturing hemists. Enter).'riBing, active and energetic, 
their large and extensive business continues to increase, both at home and abro d. 
Their preparations of every kind are put up with great care and exquisite ta.ste, 
and in respect to business character and reputation This house holds a very high 
and enviable position. 

l.lae«rlsni and «be D«eIlo.— From the Medical, we learn that at a late French 
duel, at the critical moment, when the swords of the combatants were crossed, the 
voice of the surgeon was heard calling a halt in order that he might baptise the 
liostile blades in the germicide bath as a precaution against possible septiosmla. 

No blood seems to have been spilt, however, and the precautions were vain. 

One step more and the mission of science in this direction is complete. Let the 
missi ves of each sanguineous belligerant be bathed in antiseptic balm, and the de- 
structive reeult of personal and agneoate combat will be uncomplicated by the 
villainous septic germ. Here is a field ior '-LamberfA Listerine."— iSHen/to tno^nui/i 
eftt,-~AlienUt and NeurologitA^ 8L Louis, 

Nenxnuneu ResuUing from Iniemperanoe,^We have found CBUBKIN A exceed- 
ingly valuable in the treatment of nervous headache, nervous exhaustion, nervous- 
ness resulting from Intemperance, ten, and sometimes women, come to us trem- 
bling and apparently exhausted, all rom the effects of intemperance. Such cases 
are approaching delirium tremens. CELERINA is the most appropriate prescrip- 
tion we can givethem. A few doses of bromide of potassium may be given, alter- 
nated with the CELERINA at first : but after this, for permanent eff^ts, we depend 
upon the CELERINA.— ^»i»«rican Jiedioal Journal, 

BKDFOBD ALUM AKD IROH 8PRIlfaS.-The advertisement of Uiese 
Springs may be seen in another part of this Journal, and should be oarefhlly read. 
The £Aitors have tested its virtues. It is an excellent remedy in hiemoptlsu, or as 
an anti hemorrhagic In any case, especially of a passive character. As an injection 
in gleet, gonorrhoea, leuoorrhcea, etc., it is highly useful. As a gargle in ulcerateti 
sore throat It is very efficacious. J n chronic diarrhoea it is often naeful, and given i n 
small doses, in the night sweats of phthisis it has been found an excellent remedy. 

More of ^VMAWtw^H SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to dilftrent parts of the country since Jan- 
uary let. The proprietor Invites a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Hug in the market. The U. S. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. MELLIER, 709 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

JOHNSTON'S FLUID BEEF is an article that can be safely recommended 
as a concentrated natural agent. We have tried it in low states of the system and 
found it an admirable article. In the diarrhoeas of infknts, wherein the child Is 
taken trom the breast, and is dying of inanition, a little of this fiuid beef has been 
known to support the child and save life. Try it. 

HTDBOIiEIM E.— Dr. Trueedale, of Mt. Jackson, Pennsylvania, writes : I have 
used **Hydroleine" in a number of cases in my practice fbr the last three or four 
months, and where it has been thoroughly tested, am well pleased with its efAcu. 
I am satisfied it is much superior to Cod-Liver Oil— that its eflfect are more perceptible, 
and that it is devoid of that dlsagreeableness and unpleasant eructation wi^lch alinoNt 
uniformly attends the use of Cod- Liver Oil. I am satisfied that it is an admirable rera- 
*tdy in the treatmeat of phthisis.**— See Kidder A Ijalrd's advertisement. 

Mnaleal Homes «re Hanjr Homes.- Make your homes musical, and hap- 
piness will surely come. Notnlnglike Music to drive away care and soothe the 
troubled breast. If you haven't a Piano or an Organ, get one. If you have one al- 
ready, get some new Music, and tune up. The best and cheapest way to get the 
Music, la to subscribe to the Southbrn Musical Journal and let it visit you 
monthly through 1882. It will cost $1.25, and each monthly number gives il.w 
worth of beautlftil Music, both Vocal and Instnmiental. Send your addiess to the 
publishers, Lvddjem A Bate8, Savannah, Georgia, and they wiirmail you a speci- 
men copy. 
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AMPUTATION OF THE LOWER EXTREMITIES FOR 

GANGRENE FROM FROST-BITE. 



BY THOMAS F. HOUSTON, M. D., C LARKS VI LLE, GA. 



On the 19th of November I was summoned to testify as a medical 
expert in the case of John Parker (colored), a prisoner awaiting 
trial for stealing a watch. On reaching the jail I foimd him lying 
on the floor sullenly resisting all attempts to dress him. F'rom the 
sheriff I learned that at 8 a. m., only two hours before, he was per- 
fectly sane; asked the prospect of reaching his case that day, and 
expressed his desire for a speedy trial. That he ate his breakfast 
with evident relish, and laughed and talked with the other prison- 
ers. When he went down to the jail to bring him to the 
court-house, the prisoner was standing sullenly in the corner per- 
fectly naked, and not only refusing to speak, but showed decided 
tendency to fight all who came in his reach, whereupon I was 
immediately summoned. I examined him and could find abso- 
lutely nothing abnormal about him. So I directed him to be 
dressed in spite of his violent struggles, and carried vl et armis to 
the court-house. On the stand I gave as my opinion (based upon 
eleven years' residence at the Georgia State Asylum) that he was 
a malingerer. What confirmed my suspicion was the fact that 
when he was conscious of being watched he would attempt to 
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show decided evidences of insanity — there was a w^ant of uniformi- 
ty in his manner of "playing crazy." One moment he would lie 
like one dead, breathing normally; the next he would strike at all 
in reach of him and roar like a madman. When he believed him- 
self unobserved he would set up and act like a perfectly rational 
being. 

On my opinion he was tried, convicted and sentenced to hard 
labor for one year. During the trial he lay like a dead man upon 
the floor, and in such a condition was carried by four men to the 
jail. As they laid him down he jumped up, struck his heels to- 
gether andremarked: "Well, I am guilty, but I would have fooled 
the law but for that damned Doctor." In one hour he had torn 
off* his clothes and thrown them out of the window, and was act- 
ing in the same manner again. 

On December ist I was requested to see him and decide if he 
could be removed to the penitentiary. I again examined him, 
having learned that since the day after the trial, he had not spoken 
nor gotten out of his bed, which emitted an intolerable odor from 
the excretions he had voided in it. * 

^Examination. — Pupils normal, pulse loS, full and hard; percus- 
sion and auscultation found no abnormality. No perceptible ten- 
derness in any portion of the body; muscles responded normally 
to electricity, tongue clean. Found four large blisters, two on each 
ankle, about 2 inches in diameter, occupying the site of some old 
shackle marks that he had worn during some former service in the 
penitentiary. The blisters were evidently the effects of two cold 
nights which had occurred during the time that he was attempting 
to play the madman — when the thermometer fell to about 13° F. 
The blisters were filled with dark-vellow serum. Such was the 
rascal's fortitude that the strongest current of a No. 4 Galvano- 
Faradic battery would not elicit a wince other than the natural 
muscular contraction. As the convict had always borne a reputa- 
tion for intelligence and desperate recklessness, I again decided 
that it was "pure cussedness," as they say in the Southwest. But 
the prison authorities could not induce him, by threats or persua- 
sion, to show the slightest sign of human intelligence, so they had 
to let him lie in his filth. 

On the following day the Ordinary had the prisoner removed to 
the dwelling of another negro, and left him in his charge. Some 
days after the nurse came for a bottle. of "Darby's Prophylactic 
Fluid" to use in bathing his ankles, stating that they were getting 
in a bad condition. 

On December 8th I was summoned to see him. On entering 
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the room I remarked to a medical student who accompanied me: 
^*I smell gangrene." Upon uncovering his feet a most horrible 
sight greeted my eyes. He was suffering from gangrene of both 
extremities; the skin had slipped off like a sock. The toes were 
wanting, the lower row of meto- tarsal bones protruded througli 
the flesh fully \ inch, and in several other places the flesh had fallen 
•off, revealing the tarsal bones; the diseased action extended back 
as far as the maleoli. Temperature, 103*^ F. Respiration 24. 
Pulse, 120, feeling like a cord under the finger. Prescribed elix. 
beef, wine and iron, egg-nog and Valentine's meat-juice, and the 
.Saline antimonial mixture: 

R Sulph. magnesia §i, 

Tr. verat. viride gi, 

Sulph. quinine grs. xx, 

Aromat. sulph. acid 3ii ss, 

Laudanum jii, 

Aqua dis. q. s. ft Jviij. M. 

S. Tablespoonful the first hour, one teaspoonful each subsequent 
hour until temperature falls to 99° F., the dose to be increased 
pr. r. n. 

The feet to be bathed every hour with a solution of chloride of 
lime. Gave calomel, grs. v. 

December loth. Temperature loi F.; pulse, no; action dark 
and loose; gave the same treatment, except the calomel. 

December nth. Temp. 100 F.; urine bloody; pulse, 99, small 
and steady. Gave liquor potas and spirits of nitre equal parts, 
Jerdie; increased the whisky. 

December 12th. Temp. 100 F.; pulse, 98, stronger; urine nor- 
mal in color and not so acid. Actions still very dark; repeated the 
•calomel. 

It is not necessary to continue the daily record. It is sufiicient 
to say the saline anti-mix. kept the temperature about 100° F., and 
the pulse about 90. I became satisfied that the patient's strength 
would not last imtil the line of demarkation was fully established, 
and when it became evident that the diseased action would not 
probably extend above the middle third, I determined to operate 
"Without waiting. And so, on the 9th day of the treatment I am- 
putated both of his legs in the upper third. Being assisted by 
Drs. Phillips and Rossignole. When Dr. P. attempted to give 
him chloroform he resisted as best he could, swearing that he had 
rather die than lose his legs. Not considering, in his mental and 
physical condition, that he was able to decide this question, and as 
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the county authorities urged the operation, I paid no attention to 
his remonstrances. I used Esmarch's bandage and Petit's tourni- 
quet in addition to the elastic cord. I chose the circular method^ 
and the cabin being badly lighted moved the patient out into the 
sunshine. 

The thermometer stood at 40° F., and cool air, aided by quanti- 
ties of ice-water, was a great factor in preventing oozing after the 
arteries were tied. I did not find it necessary to ligate the veins. 
The loss of blood did not amount to more than four ounces. He. 
reacted splendidly, and the external edges of the flaps united by 
first intention. I had to keep the lower angle open to insure good 
drainage. Had the stumps injected frequently with the weak solu- 
tion of chloride of lime. Controled the pulse and temperature by 
appropriate means, and gave the same supporting treatment I had 
previously employed. He did splendidly for two weeks, when he 
had a very sharp attack of pleurisy, complicated with bronchitis. 
At length this trouble also was removed, and to-day I sent him 
home, having obtained a pardon from the Governor. 

The prisoner is now grateful to me for the efforts I made in his. 
behalf, and acknowledges that he was shamming. 

Before closing, I will relate a somewhat similar case of malinger- 
ing that occurred at the Georgia State Lunatic Asylum during the 
administration of the lamented Dr. Thomas F. Green. He was 

summoned to see , a white convict, sentenced to ten years. 

for stealing. 

The day after he was admitted to the penitentiary he became 
suddenly a perfect imbecile. Dr. Green found him sitting on the 
ground, his lower jaw relaxed, the saliva dripping upon his breast, 
his eyes set in a vacant stare; and his only reply to any question 
was, *'Let me go home with you," drawled out through his nose. 
Oflfer him a plug of tobacco and he would snap at it like a dog, 
and swallowing it in great mouthfuls, evincing not the slightest 
nausea. During the thirty-four years that Dr. Green was in charge 
of the asylum, he was often called upon to testify as a medical ex- 
pert, and in not a single instance did subsequent developments re- 
verse his decision. After a careful examination he decided that 
the man was shamming, and so informed the prison authorities. 

Dr. Green determined to force him to acknowledge his fraud; 
and having summoned a trusty attendant directed him to prepare, 
a room, placing a wire screen across the window, so that plenty 
of air and a little light would be admitted, but the inmate could 
not see out into the yard. In the presence of the impostor he 
gave the following instructions: **This man is pretending to be 
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insane. He is sentenced to the penitentiary for ten years. He 
has been sent to me, and I intend to keep him in this room for the 
next ten years. 

Do not speak to him, or allow any one else to do so; never visit 
him except to carry his meals and water; and under no circum- 
•stances allow any one to see him or permit him to come out of his 
Toom. I have condemnetl him to solitary confinement for ten 
vears." 

The malingerer stood it for three days; on the fourth morning 
he besought the attendant to summon Dr. Green, exclaiming, 
**D — n it, I want to go back to the penitentiary; tell Dr. Green I 
want to see him." He said upon seeing the Doctor, "Oh, I am 
well again. I felt my insanity, like a cold wave, go down my back 
and out at my heels. Your treatment cured me." With a dry 
smile Dr. Green answered, "I thought it would." He had him 
returned to the prison authorities, and a more obedient and faith- 
ful convict was never in the Georgia penitentiary. 



TREATMENT OF MALARIAL COMA. 



BY ARCH. DIXON, M. D., OF KENTUCKY. 



In a recent number of the Virginia Medical Monthly, there ap- 
peared an article of great interest and practical value to those who 
live in malarial regions, on "hypodermic use of quinia in certain 
fevers," by Dr. W. T. Sawyer, of Alabama. I wish to add my 
testimony to the efficacy of the hypodermic use of quinia in cer- 
tain cases which every physician who practices in the South and 
West will occasionally, and during some seasons, often meet with. 
The year 1S7S was typical in this respect, the ordinary malarial 
fevers of our climate assuming a pernicious character, and we had 
many cases which were appropriately called by the late Dr. John 
L. Cook, of this place, ''Malarial Coma^ The history of these 
cases was generally that of an ordinary intermittent, which had 
failed to respond to the usual anti-periodic treatment given by the 
family, the paroxysms presenting nothing denoting gravity, until 
after one or two chills, when the case assumed a more serious 
character. There is frequent nausea and an inclination to drowsi- 
ness, gradually increasing until there is complete coma; the face 
is suffused; the pupils contracted and irresponsive to light; the 
pulse is small and rapid; in some cases slow and full; breathing 
hurried and shallow, occasionally stertorous and not infrequently 
of the "Chevne-Stokes" character. Temperature runs up to 165-7. 
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There is loss of voluntary motion, with complete banishment of 
consciousness. In short, there is a condition of general conges- 
tion, more especially of the brain and lungs. The situation is^ 
alarming, and the doctor is called in haste. The gravity of the 
case is taken in at a glance, and the conclusion arrived at, that 
something must be done, and be done quickly. 

The following typical case, selected from a number of others^ 
similarly treated, will illustrate what was done by the writer, and 
with such success as to convince him that the treatment was good' 

On Sunday, Sept. 15th, 1878, was called in haste to see Wm* 
McC, and was informed by the messenger, his father, that his son 
had brain fever; that he had had a spasm, and was now out of his 
head. I found the patient, a stout young man, aged 19 years, in a 
deep coma, pupils markedly contracted and irresponsive to light; 
pulse 130, small and weak; breathing stertorous; temperature 106. 
I gathered from his mother, that he had been taken with a chill 
about II o'clock on Friday morning; his fever had not been higher 
than that which ordinarily follows a chill, but that he had com- 
plained much of headache. On Saturday he felt almost as well as 
usual, and expressed a desire to go to work, but had been dissuaded 
by her. Friday night a cathartic dose of calomel and soda was 
taken, which acted well, and had been followed on Saturday morn- 
ing by twenty-one grains of cinchonidia, given in seven grain do- 
ses, at intervals of three hours. At 5 a. m., Sunday, took seven 
grains of cinchonidia, but expressed himself as feeling too badly 
to get up. He complained of headache and nausea. At S o'clock 
he was to take another powder, ifnd she found him with fever and 
so drowsy that it was difficult to arouse him; he, however, took the 
medicine and almost immediately went off to sleep again. At 10 
o'clock he had a slight convulsion, which had passed off after he 
vomited some blood. At 11 o'clock I found him in the condition 
described. To give anything by the mouth was out of the ques- 
tion, as the patient could neither swallow, nor could I afford to 
await the slow process of absorption by the stomach, which in 
all probability might not take place at all. There was total loss of 
all voluntary motion, and there was a cataleptoid condition present, 
the limbs remaining in whatever position they were placed. 

A subcutaneous injection of morphia 1-8 gr., and atropia i-i20» 
gr., was made at once, and as soon as possible, a large sheet immers- 
ed i.. cold water was apread over a blanket stretched upon the floor, 
on this my patient was placed after having been stripped of all his: 
clothing. By this time the hypodermic injection of morphia and! 
atropia had stimulated both respiration and circulation, the pulse 
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was stronger and fuller, and the breathing easier. He was now 
wrapped in the sheet and cold water poured upon him for ten min- 
utes; cold applications were first made to the head, by 
means of towels wrung out in cold water; meanwhile, I had 
hastily dissolved, gr. xx. of quinia bi-sulph. in 3 ij. of boiling 
water; one-third of this was administered hypodermically before 
removing the patient from the wet pack. He was now taken up 
and placed between blankets on the bed, without wiping off his 
body. The thermometer showed a reduction of temperature from 
106 to 102, and there were signs of returning consciousness. The 
remaining two- thirds of quinia solution were given at intervals of 
fifteen miputes, the patient being rational before the last injection 
was made. Ten grains of quinia were ordered to be given at in- 
tervals of two hours, that evening, till thirty grains were taken; 
the same to be repeated the following morning. My patient had 
no further trouble, and soon grew strong upon a tonic pill of iron, 
quinia and arsenic. 

There can be no doubt that quinia is the one thing needful in 
these cases, and used hypodermically, it is simply invaluable. My 
attention was called to this method of using it by an article in the 
London Lancet, in 1S76, by J. B. Scriven, Civil Surgeon at Lahore. 
The solution was made with tartaric acid, one in three. Mr. 
Scriven had used it in a great many cases, and advised the intro- 
duction of the nozzle of the syringe so that the apparatus, by 
which the quinia escapes into the cellular tissue, shall be turned 
avjay from the* skin, in order to avoid abscess, ulceration or slough- 
ing. The injection should be thrown slowly into the cellular tis- 
sue^ and not immediately beneath the skin. This method has been 
highly satisfactory in my hands, and In no instance has any bad 
effect followed its use. In many cases the wet pack is an admira- 
ble adjunct, and in no way can temperature be reduced so rapidly 
save by the cold bath. It is hardly necessary to say that caution 
should be exercised, both in the use of the bath and pack, for you 
may pass a point beyond which reaction fails to take place. In 
cases of this character, pulmonary, hepatic and gastric complica- 
tions, you cannot afford to waste valuable remedies directed against 
them, and the physician who awaits the action of remedies given 
by the mouth or rectum, will too often find the life of his patient 
slipping through his hands; for there is present in almost every 
case, a condition of irritability, both gastric and intestinal, which 
precludes the probability of the medicine being retained, and if 
retaine'l, the intense congestion prevents absorption, and notwith- 
standing large doses of quinia have been taken, you watch anx- 
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ioiisly and in vain' for its characteristic action, your patient grow- 
ing hourly worse, until he "crosses over the river," to join the in- 
numerable throng of those who have gone before. The indica- 
tions in such cases are to reduce temperature as rapidly as possi- 
ble, using the wet pack boldly, yet cautiously; give quinia hypo- 
dennically^ repeating at short intervals until its physiological ac- 
tion is manifest, stimulate your patient and you will have the satis- 
tion of seeing your efforts crowned with success. 
Henderson^ Ky,^ April 35, 1882. 



REPORT ON VACCINE FARMS. 



BY DR. JAMES LAW. 



The main objects in raising vaccine lymph on the lower animal 
are: ist, to secure a sufficient supply to meet any sudden emer- 
gency; and 2d, to guard against the conveyance of disease by inoc- 
ulation. The first of these objects is easily accomplished by the 
vaccine farms, and demands no remark from us. With regard to 
the second, it is justly claimed that the risk of the conveyance of 
the most objectionable of all maladies — syphilis — is entirely obviated 
by the use of bovine lymph. The authorities on vaccination claim, 
and doubtless with perfect justice, that the use of the pure vaccine 
lymph, even from a syphilitic person, cannot communicate the ve- 
nerial disease, and that the danger only arises when blood has 
been mingled with the lymph or when the specific syphilitic ac- 
tion has begun in the sore. Yet the perfect exclusion of blood, or 
of blood serum, from the preserved lymph cannot be easily guar- 
anteed in all cases, and the few instances of actual syphilitic infec- 
tion from vaccination is an unanswerable argument for the use of 
bovine lymph. 

Attention is therefore especially called to those diseases which 
may by any possibility be conveyed to the human being by the use 
of bovine lymph. These may be set down shortly as: Simple in- 
fecting inflammation, erysipelas, septic infection, malignant pustule, 
epizootic eczema, and perhaps, tuberculosis. 

The frequent occurrence of local inflammation, of indolent in- 
flammatory neoplasms, and of erysipelas around the seat of inocu- 
lation with bovine lymph, is a fact too notorious to be denied. It 
is true, that any one of these may be due rather to the state of the 
system inoculcated than to any fault in the lymph used. The germs 
of or the aptitude for a particular disease is present, and the occa- 
sion of its eruption is the irritation consequent on the inocula- 
tion, and it may be assumed that any other cause of an equivalent 
amount of local or constitutional disorder would have had the 
same result. When, however, the number of untoward cases 
mount up to one-fourth or one-half of the persons inoculated, and 
when simple wounds from other causes are attended by no such 
manifestations, it is only reasonable to conclude that the erysipelas 
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or other morbid process has been determined by the lymph. Now, 
the normal products of the ox are productive of no such evil re- 
sults. Butchers who are perpetually handling th** carcasses ot 
these animals are not specially subject to erysipelas around sores 
and abrasions. On the other hand, in cases in which the vaccin- 
ated calves had the surface operated on exposed to filth and wet, 
we have seen the resulting inflammation extend widely and prove 
very persistent and troublesome, virtually furnishing in the lower 
animal the counterpart of those abnormal results of vaccination 
w^hich are occasionallv seen in man. In view of this, too much 
care cannot be given to secure perfectly health};^ vigoroips calves; 
to keep them in a pure, sweet atmosphere; to sedulously avoid all 
contact of the inoculated surface with decomposing manure and 
faeces, and to avoid taking lymph from any vesicle which has been 
already opened. Crusts are manifestly more objectionable than 
quills or points that have been charged from newly -opened vesi- 
cles. The boiling and thorough purification of quills and points 
before charging, and the prompt drying after having been charged, 
are absolutely essential to a guarantee of purity. The seclusion of 
the quills and points from flies and other insects before, but espe- 
cially after, they have been charged is another obvious precaution. 
Not only will the insects speedily abstract all the virus, but, com- 
ing as they often do from putrid animal or vegetable matter or even 
from diseased bodies, they are liable to deposit other germs than 
those with which the objects have been charged. It is all-import- 
ant to have the calves tied in seperate stalls, containing an abund- 
iincc of clean litter, and the protection of the inoculated parts of 
the skin with a canvass cover is to be commended. It seems even 
as if the exposure of the lower surface of the body to pressure 
and friction when in the recumbent position, and its liability to con- 
tact with urine and faeces, would sanction a departure from the 
current mode, and the vaccination of the calf along the dorsal 
rather than the ventral surface. The objection that he would lick 
the surface operated on is easily met by applying beads around 
the neck, as is usually done in blistered horses. If a smaller sup- 
ply of lymph is obtained than is obtainable from the looser skin 
below, it is a suflicient justification to say that our object is purity 
and not quantity. Finally, the farmer's objection that any result- 
ing frizzling of the hair along the back deteriorates the animal in 
value goes for nothing when it is a question of the protection of 
man. 

The taking of the virus early seems to be a very essential condi- 
tion of securing it pure. Dr. Griffiths assures us that up to the 
seventh day the unbroken vesicle contains no superadded products, 
and will convey cow-pox uncomplicated. Later, when granular 
and pus cells appear, and above 'all when the reputed vesicle be- 
comes the seat of septic and other bacteria, the virus cannot be 
sent with the same confidence. If, as Palaseiano and others claim, 
the intensity of the virus is greatest from the third to the seventh 
day, and if at the same time its purity can be augmented in any 
way that cannot be accorded to it at a later stage of the eruption, 
ihe mere fact of a larger yield cannot sustain the practice of col- 
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lecting the virus at a more advanced stage. The lessened supply 
may enhance the cost of the virus, and the method may necessi- 
tate the National Board of Health raising its own virus, yet it 
should not be a valid argument lor the sanction of an article the 
pur.ty of which is not guaranteed by everv possible precaution. 

Epizootic eczema {the foot-and-mouth disease) is not known to 
exist in the United States at present, yet it was imported from 
Europe as lately as a year ago, and as it has been repeatedly im- 
ported before, it is not impossible that it may visit us again. This, 
is perhaps the most contagious disease known, and being propa- 
gated with equal readiness by all cloven-footed animals, it would 
be exceedingly likely to be introduced into any vaccine farm situa- 
ted in a* district where it had gained a footing. Chauvian has. 
shown that cow-pox and epizootic eczema do not naturally ex- 
clude each other; they may exist together or successively in the 
same individual, and though it may be inocculated on any part of 
the skin or mucous membrane, epizootic eczema is especially liable 
to appear on the udder and inner sides of the thigh, the usual seat 
of vaccination in the calf. Again, this disease will develop in 
forty-eight hours after the reception of the germ, so that if intro- 
duced into the vaccinating stable in calves drawn according to the 
present system from a wide district, it may attack the animals al- 
ready inoculated, and the eruption of the two diseases will take 
place simultaneously. Probably not one of the directors of our 
vaccine establishments would recognize this disease if he were to 
see it; and if the lymph were clarelessly collected, it is just possi- 
ble that the virus of this disease might be sent out. It need only 
be added that man is liable to the attacks of this malady, as well 
as are the lower animals. 

Maligna7it anthrax has never been known to be conveyed by 
vaccination, but inasmuch as cattle are subject to this disease, and 
young cattle particularly so, as the morbid process is at times lo- 
calized in the skin, and as it is communicable to man through the 
blood, there appears to be a possibility, though a remote one, of the 
communication of malignant pustule in vaccination. This should 
forbid the locating of vaccine establishments on or near marshes,, 
drying-up ponds or lakes, rich river-bottoms, deltas, and the like,, 
in which the anthrax germs, once deposited, are liable to be pre- 
served for years, without losing their virulence. For the same 
reason heavy clays and other impervious soils are to be discarded 
in favor of sandy, gravelly, or other soils of a porous character. 
This preference to be given to open soils implies, further, the de- 
sirablility of breeding the calves on the vaccine farm in place of 
having them picked up without regard to locality, or a wide dis- 
trict or in public market by an unprofessional man. 

The question of the possible conveyance of tuberculosis through 
bovine lymph is a very delicate one to approach. We have* no 
evidence that tuberculosis has ever been conveyed in this way. 
There is, further, the consideration that a severe attack of cow-pox, 
like one of small-pox, is liable to be followed in a weak or stru- 
mous constitution by a scrofulous or tuberculous attack. This^ 
however is due to the disturbing and debilitating action of the 
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disease rousing into activity the taint which was already present^ 
and not the implanting of the poison along with that of variola. 
But it must be added that calves with a weak or strumous habit of 
body, or a hereditary predisposition to tuberculosis, are just as liable 
as human beings to develop that disease under the debilitating ac- 
tion of the cow-pox. It must be admitted also that among the 
calves selected for vaccination a preference is given to those of the 
Jersey breed, which in my experience is more subject to consump- 
tion than any other race of cattle in America. With small, deli- 
cate frames and an enormous capacity for the production of cream, 
this breed of cattle have had their powers of milk secretion stimu- 
lated and solicited until in many herds one-half have become the 
victims of tuberculosis. It must be conceded that, in a subject in 
which there is a strong tendency to tuberculosis, anything which 
establishes a local inflammation is especially liable to induce the 
tuberculous deposit and that in the vaccinated calves the cutane- 
ous irritation leads to congestion and enlargement of the glands of 
the flank and inguinal region which are especially liable to be- 
come the seat of tuberculosis in cattle. Certain it is that in some 
of the calves which had passed through vaccination I found these 
glands permanently enlarged, together with fever and other symp- 
toms of tuberculosis. 

Whether the tuberculous taint formerly present in the system or 
roused into activity by the operation of vaccination may be com- 
municable through the lymph derived from the vesicles or through 
the blood accidentally mixed with the lymph, must be decided by 
absolute experiment. Meanwhile the prejudice that exists in the 
minds of a portion of the public on this question should demand 
that until this can be decided positively in the negative, the sup- 
posed danger should be guarded against by the use of calves the 
progeny of sound and vigorous animals only. This would necessa- 
rily do away with the present practice of using picked-up calves, 
and would demand a large breeding herd of care fully- selected ani- 
mals, under the supervision of an accomplished veterinarian, whose 
duty it would be to detect and discard all animals which showed 
the slightest tendency to tuberculosis or other affection communi- 
cable t© man. — Nat, Board x>f Health Bulletin. 



PUERPERAL ECLAMPSIA. 



BY L. S. MANNING, M. D., MANCHESTER, KV. 



By way of preface I should say that the physician in this coun- 
try is his own druggist and carries his supplies with him. What 
he does not have in the way of drugs or instruments he does with- 
outj since he can neither buy nor borrow for emergencies. Hence. 
the doctor, when he starts on a twenty-mile ride, has to select 
what he shall take and what he shall leave. To the patient it is 
far more important that he should take quinine than that he should 
take a thermometer; that he should take veratrum viride, rather 
than a sphygmograph. So when your country practitioner has 
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made a selection of drugs, and crammed into his bags a few plas- 
ters, with a very few of the most common instruments, he has a 
load for his '*one horse." These circumstances account for the 
omission of some important details in the histories following; and 
moreover, when at this terrible juncture the friends of the patient, 
in great anguish, are appealing to you for succor, if you do not 
lose your presence of mind, your attention will be wholly occupied 
with efforts of relief, rather than in the application of instruments 
of precision. 

Case I. — March 4th, 1874. Mrs. D., white, married, aet. 20, 
primapara. Saw her at 5 a. m. Has sore mouth and headache. 
Skin moist, pulse normal. Bowels and bladder just evacuated. 
Recurring pains at intervals of five minutes. Digital examination 
.reveals the os uteri thin, dilating, dilatable, vertex presenting but 
not yet engaged in superior strait. 9 a. m. Very little advance- 
ment. Pains more frequent and stronger. Without warning, had 
a convulsion at 11.20 a. m., which lasted three minutes. After this 
administered Squibb's strong ether, by inhalation, but at 12 m. she 
had another convulsion. Ruptured membranes, used forcible dila- 
tation, and pushed the ether, but not to the extent of complete an- 
aesthesia. 2 p. m. Labor advancing; withheld ether, when she 
went into another convulsion. After this kept her under the par- 
tial influence of ether till the birth of a living male child, weigh- 
ing nine pounds, at 3.30 p. m. Had used f gxij ether. Ever}- thing 
was arranged for the mother's comfort, but at 4 p. m. had another 
convulsion. Gave — 

R Chloral gr. xv. 

Potass, bromid gr. xx. 

In syrup, once in three hours. At 4.30 p.m. she lay moaning, 
skin hot, pulse 120. At 6 p. m. another convulsion. 

March 5th. No more convulsions. Patient could recollect none 
of the occurrences of the previous day. Mother and child doing 
well. Uninterrupted recovery. 

• 

Case H. — April 5th, 1875. -^^ 9 ^- *"• cabled to Mrs. W., mar- 
ried, multipara, set. 24. Complains somewhat of frontal headache. 
Pains have been getting stronger and more frequent for some 
hours. Examination revealed os uteri dilating and dilatable. Had 
entered on second stage of labor, vertex presenting, first position. 
Three or four pains delivered a living female child with cord 
around its neck. Severed cord and passed the child to a nurse. 
In twenty minutes removed secundines entire. I should have 
stated that during third stage of labor gave fl. ext. ergot, 3j, with 
brom. pot, grs. xxx. Applied binder, and everything was ar- 
ranged for the mother's comfort. We were sitting around con- 
gratulating her upon her happy delivery, when, without any warn- 
ing, she had one of those dreaded convulsions. When she began 
to breathe naturally again, administered chloroform by inhalation, 
to partial anaesthesia, whenever patient manifested restlessness, 
till I p. m., March 6th, when I gave her pulv. Doveri, grs. viij, 
which was vomited. At 4 a. m. the same was repeated and was 



Southern Medical Record. 175 

retained. At 7 a. ni., gave brom. pot, grs. xxx, with tr. verat. virid., 
gtt. vj, and repeated the same in four hours. 6 p. m. Has had 
several hours' quiet sleep. Recollects none of the occurrences of 
the previous night after the convulsion. 

April 7th. Mother and child doing well. 

April 8th. Secretion of milk established. From this time on 
recovery was rapid and complete. 

Case III. — May 7th, 1S78, S. B., colored, unmarried, primipara, 
aged 19, very robust build; would weigh, perhaps, 185 pounds; 
attendants say she began staggering about and talking like a crazy 
person, twelve hours previous to my visit, 9 a. m. Had had a 
number of fits; none could tell how many. Was now comatose, 
tongue swollen and protruding, breathing laborious, frequent, 
stertorous; pulse 90 and small. Tied up the arms and opened a 
vein in each, at the elbow. Let the blood, which was of a very 
dark color, flow until it ceased spontaneously, when about §xxx 
had been withdrawn. Found the pulse had improved Attempted 
forcible dilatation of os uteri, but without success. 

R Chloral, gr. x. 

Pot. brom., gr. xx, 

In syrup every three hours. At 5 p.m. no more convulsions; 
breathing improved; tongue withdrawn; some feeble labor-pains, 
and labor had advanced to second stage; vertex presenting; foetus 
evidently dead. If I had owned obstetric forceps, I would have 
delivered my patient at this time, but was forced to leave all to na- 
ture, only giving a cathartic to stimulate expulsive pains. 

May 7th. During the past night she was delivered of a dead 
foetus; still unconscious, and has evacuated the bladder and fectum 
in bed, without warning. Ordered her to haye ergot and qui- 
nine. 

May 9th. Consciousness has returned, but recalls nothing of the 
events of the past three days. Complains of frontal head.ichc, 
with great stiffness and soreness all over. 

She made a rapid recovery. 

Case IV. — February 19th, 18S0. F. W., single, white, primi- 
para, robust and healthy. Had been complaining of headache and 
feeling badly for a day or two. Was taken with convulsions* at 4 
a. m., and I saw her at 2 p. m.; just passed through a convulsion. 
Tongue swollen and protruding, bleeding in places; breathing 
labored, frequent and stertorous; examination showed first stage 
of labor begun, os uteri thin, dilating and dilatable. Tied up both 
arms and punctured veins at elbow. The right arm bled to Jxx, 
the left refused to bleed: 

R Brom. pot, gr. xxx. 

Morph. sulph., E^' i- 

Every hour. Gave chloroform by inhalation, and attempted to 
turn and get hold of the feet, but without success. Chloroform 
w^as pushed whenever she manifested great restlessness. At 4:30 
p. m. second stage of labor had been completed, and having no 
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fprceps with which to deliver the child, I made an incision in the 
vertex of the already dead foetus, and inserting my finger, soon 
accomplished delivery. 

I now found hour-glass contraction of the womb, but with a 
little time and considerable exertion, delivered secundines entire; 
at the same time stimulating the uterus to contract by kneading. 
At 5:30 p.m. tongue withdrawn; breathing much improved; pulse 
soft and compressible. 

R Calomel, g^- U» . 

Sulph. morph., gr. ^. 

Every six hours. 

February 30th. Consciousness returned during the night. She 
has no recollection of the occurrences of the previous day. Symp- 
toms favorable. 

February 25th. Recovered. 

Case V. — November 28th, 1880. Called to see Mrs. M., aet. 28, 
white, married, the mother oi four children, the youngest seven 
days old. In her confinement had been attended by a midwife, 
and nothing unusual wjis noticed, except the patient was despon- 
dent, and frequently spoke of dying. She also had persistent 
headache; had no dropsy, nor had received any injury. Forty- 
eight hours before I saw her all thought she was domg remark- 
ably well, when suddenly she gave a loud scream, followed by 
another. She said her head had burst, that she was going to die, 
and implored her husband to take good care of the children. 
Shortly after this she had a terrible convulsion, requiring the 
strength of three men to hold her in bed, biting her tongue, and 
frothing at the molith. She never regained consciousness, and 
had convulsions, recurring at intervals of less than an hour, for the 
next eighteen hours. When seen by me she had had no convul- 
sions for five or six hours; skin cold and clammy; breathing rapid 
and superficial; pulse almost imperceptible; eyes fixed and star- 
ing. In a few minutes death ended the scene. No fost-mortem. 

Case VI.— -June ist, 1881. Mrs. W., white, married, fourth 
pregnancy. Saw her at 7 a. m. Attendants said she had had two 
hard fits, about half an hour apart; that it still lacked two or three 
weeks of her term; that she had passed large quantities of urine 
the night before; that she had coiTiplained very much lately of 
persistent frontal headache; that just before each fit she had vom- 
ited bile mixed with mucus and saliva. She now vomited again, 
and attendants warned me she would have a fit. In a few mo- 
ments I saw her eyes become fixed, her face drawn strongly over 
the left shoulder. Then commenced one of those terrible convul- 
sions seen only in puerperal eclampsia, with her face drawn strong- 
ly to the left. Convulsion lasted between three and four minutes, 
patient biting her tongue and frothing at the mouth; remaining 
cometose several minutes after convulsion ceased. 

As this patient was not in robust health, I resolved to try the 
morphia treatment. I, therefore^ dissolved sulph. morph. grs. ij, 
and gave at once, fcr orem. Upon examination I found feet and 



Southern Medical Record. 175 

legs slightly a5dematous, os uteri higl^ up, thin, dilated to the size 
of half a dollar. Made strenuous efforts at further dilatation, with 
:some success. Head presentation — head not large, and pelvis 
roomy. At 9 a. m. she began vomiting again, and, fearing another 
convulsion, I applied chloroform to her nose; but it was too late. 
She went off into another fearful convulsion, her head this time 
drawn strongly to the right. I now tied up her arm and bled to 
5 XX. I also gave hypodermic injection of one and one-half grains 
sulph. morph. into the cellular tissue, over deltoid muscle. This 
made her drowsy, and I made still further efforts at dilatation. At 
1 1 a. m., her respirations numbered ten per minute, pupils con- 
tracted, pulse 80 and full. She made another effort at vomiting, 
followed by convulsion. I now had the temerity to dissolve two 
grains more of sulph. morph. and administer /^r orem. At i p. m. 
patient profoundly comatose, respirations eight per minute. With- 
out premonition she had a violent convulsion. After this had 
ceased the outlook was gloomy, indeed. Respirations sighing, as 
if each one would be the last, and numbered only tour per min- 
ute. By my attempts at dilatation the respirations improved 
slightly, and at the end of an hour's hard work succeeded in ap- 
plying long forceps and delivering a living female child weighing 
seven pounds. Child seemed fully developed, was cyanotic, and 
respiration was established with some difficulty. The placenta 
being removed, the mother was put to bed. Respirations four per 
minute, and sighing. Kept up artificial respiration by elevating 
arms above the head and bringing them back again to the sides for 
some hours. Gave strong, black coffee, and stimulating doses of 
<:arb. ammon. with quinine. 

June 2d, 8 a.m. Patient has just recovered consciousness; re- 
collects nothing since first convulsion; respirations almost normal; 
pulse 60, full volume; complains of headache, and of being sore 
^nd stiff' all over. The child lived but twelve hours. 

June 3d. Patient continued to complain of her head for some 
weeks, and, aside from an occasional cathartic, she had, 

R Potass, bromid., gr. xx, 

Tr. hyoscyam., f 3ss, 

Tr. nuc. vom., gtt. v. 

In syrup, three times a day. 

June 30th. Patient able to be about the house, though still feeble 
and complaining of her head. At this writing she enjoys her 
usual health. 

I offer a few deductions of my own, the value of which each 
one may determine for himself : 

1st The division of puerperal convulsions into three classes, as is 
done by some obstetricians, is entirely without foundation. Hys- 
terical convulsions are hysteria; epileptic convulsions are epilepsy; 
apoplectic convulsions are apoplexy; while puerperal convulsions, 
or eclampsia, are sui getter is, and without relief, tend to death. 

2d. I consider Case 5 to be the course of pureperal eclampsia 
when unchecked by medical art. I have the first case to hear from 
that recovered without aid. 
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3d. In Case 6, I would have the reader note; (a) The head 
drawn first to one side and then the other, showing tnat the irri- 
tant is equally in both hemispheres of the brain; proving as I be- 
lieve, that these attacks are not apoplectic; (6) That no amount of 
morphia compatible with life will arrest all cases of puerperal 
eclampsia. 

4th. Note the frontal headache is a prodro ne in every case; and 
in everv case where the fact was noted at all the os, uteri was thin 
and stubborn in character, and the labor pains were irritating and 
inefficient. 

5th. The temperature was not taken in these cases, but I do not 
think there was great departure from the normal in a single oasCv 
unless it was lowered. 

6th. If the urine had been tested after convulsions were estab- 
lished, doubtless albumen would have been found, as it is in all cases 
in which respiration is interfered with, and hjematesis is imperfect. 

7th. I would treat pureperal women with persistent headache 
by the exhibition of brom. pot. and nux vom. At inception of 
labor would give xx grain doses of chloral. After a convulsion I 
would bleed, deliver as rapidly as possible, give chloroform by in- 
halation at evidences of recurring convulsions, since they recur 
rhythmically, and the time of one seizure passed over, there is a lull, 
so to speak, until the next period of excitation. I would use 
chloroform so long as convulsions threatened, and use only mod- 
erate doses of opiates or other drugs. — Jl/cd. and Surg, Reporter. 



THE LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY OF PHYSICIANS. 



There are very few medical gentlemen who thoroughly realize 
the importance of some knowledge of the legal responsibilities 
they may incur in the daily routine of the profession. The British 
Medical Journal, in a recent issue, relates several striking instances 
of this unsuspected danger. I n one case a woman, who was arrested 
on suspicion of having concealed the birth of a child, was exam- 
ined by the Police Surgeon, to ascertain whether she had recently 
been confined or not, although she had previously confessed to the 
birth, and remarked that **there was no use in examining her." 
She subsequently brought an action for damages against this phy- 
sician, on the ground of assault; the presiding Justice charged the 
jury in these words: **Before the examination took place she ad- 
mitted having had a child; the jury must ask themselves, if that 
admission was made, why examine further; there was no legal 
authority whatever to examine this girl." After a short absence 
the jury returned a verdict of one hundred and twenty-five dollars 
damages for the plaintiff. 

Some years ago one of our most prominent surgeons in this city 
was called upon to attend a fracture of the femur. The bone was 
set and the limb placed in proper position, while careful instruc- 
tions were given fir future management^ and absolute rest en- 
joined. The latter injunction was disobeyed, erysipelas super- 
vened, and shortening of the leg was the result. A suit for dam- 
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ages followed, and while the surgeon was successful, yet he was 
forced to much undeserved expense and anoyance. Many such 
cases are reported and could be cited to prove our position. We 
must ever remen^ber that there are many unprincipled persons in 
the world, and also anxious, eager, vulture-like lawyers, ever ready 
to whisper into the ear of a willing client, "Sue him for damages: 
he has money; he has treated you badly, make him pay for it:' 
and there are many ready and willing to listen to this evil advice. 
Some of the English courts hold that whenever a physician makes 
an examination ot a woman without having her clearly expressed 
consent, he is guilty of an assault. She may not resist, they claim, 
because there may be, to her knowledge, some collateral circum- 
stances capable of forcing her acquiescence if she does refuse; 
though these fears may not be well grounded, yet if they seem to 
her sufficient to make resistance, to her mind, useless, then such 
an unwilling examination constitutes assault. They even decided, 
as far back as 1824, "That if a medical man unnecessarily strip a 
female patient, under the pretense that he cannot otherwise judge 
of her illness, it is an assault, if he himself takes ofi' her clothes. 

These decisions are all eminently just and proper. Morality is 
one of the greatest foundation stones of social prosperity, and 
must be most zealously guarded. The purity and privacy of the 
female must be rigidly maintained, if morality is to be encouraged, 
and this barrier which must ever surround the modesty of woman 
can only be passed when the absolute necessities of deranged 
healtli imperatively demand it, and then exposure must only be 
carried to such degree as is indispensably necessary. These de- 
cisions are based on the unnecessary exposure of the female, and 
are, therefore, just. • 

Since there are many women who are ready to be induced to 
bring suit against physicians on the slightest provocation, or even, 
indeed, without any just cause at all, it, therefore, will be a wise 
precaution to bear ever in mind the fact that it has been decided 
that examination without express consent constitutes assault. 

To avoid this trouble, in which many have and many more will 
innocently find themselves, unless they heed this caution, it should 
be made a rule to previously obtain full and free consent from ri 
woman, before a witness or witnesses, ere you undertake an ex- 
amination, and to surround yourself with the additional safeguard 
of a witness during the operation. The relations sometimes ex- 
isting between physician and patient are of an extremely delicate 
nature, and unless carefully and cautiously conducted, may, in cer- 
tain instances, redound greatly to the detriment of the physician- 
— Med. and Surg. Rep. 



Incontinence of Urine. — For incontinence of urine in chil- 
dren Dr. Janaway (New York Med. Record) recommends a com- 
bination of ergot, belladonna, and iodide of iron. He says that 
this prescription is more useful in this affecliou than any cujnbina- 
tion of drugs known. — Ex. 

3 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



The Treatment of Syphilis without Mercury— A New 
Abortive Method. — Dr. T. Edmund Guntz, of Dresden, in a »york 
just published by him, makes some novel announcements regard- 
ing the treatment of syphilis. If true, they are of the highest im- 
portance, for he claims to be able "not only to do away with mer- 
cury in syphilis, but in a large proportion of cases to abort the 
disease." 

It is now over twelve years since Dr. Guntz first wrote on this 
subject. He is, therefore, not a novice in the matter. In 1869 he 
advocated the use of bichromate of potassium as being a useful 
drug in treating syphilis. 

He could not prove any very great advantages for it, however, 
at the time.. It acted slowly and was apt to disturb the stomach, 
but being convinced that there was something in the drug, he set 
to work to find some way of getting more into the system without 
producing functional disturbance. For a time he combined the 
bichromate with the nitrate of potassium, and gave pills contain- 
ing about I -15 gr. of each three times a day. With these pills he 
produced "remarkably favorable 'results." Yet the action was 
slow, and a prompt amelioration of symptoms was needed, as in 
maHgnant cases the remedy would hardly meet the expectations. 

From the favorable results obtained by giving the various min- 
erals in solutions with carbonic acid water, our author was led to 
attempt administering chromium in the same way, and with, as he 
now claims, very great success. He found that much larger doses 
could be taken in this form, and that a profounder impression on 
the system could thus be made. As a maximum dose he was able 
to give three and a half grains (.3 grammes) daily of bichromate 
ot potassium in iabout 600 grammes of carbonic acid water, this 
being divided into five doses. Larger amounts provoked vom- 

^^*"^\ 

This "chrom water," as he calls it, could also be given daily tor 

weeks and months in all forms of syphilis without detriment to 

the health. 

Having described his method of giving the drug, Dr. Guntz dis- 
cusses its action upon the initial stage of syphilis and upon the dis- 
ease itself after its full development in the system. 

In estimating the possible value of any drug as an abortive of 
syphilis, the numerous sources of error are referred to. The exis- 
tence of and difference between true chancre and chanchroid are 
admitted. 

The following are his statistics: 

Within one and a quarter years the author treated 194 cases of 
chancre. For a comparative study he selects only 85 of these, 
since in the others there were sources of error. In 14 of these 85 
cases the sores were cauterized. The remainder were treated 
with nothing but the chrom water; and in 47 of them constitu- 
tional syphilis failed to appear. In order to avoid every possible 
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chance of mistake, the author excludes 10 of this 47. Even then 
there were left 37 patients, or over one-half, who, when given 
chromwater alone, developed no after-symptoms. It is not stated, 
however, how long they were watched, except thatiS were luidcr 
observation for 159 days. 

Still more favorable results took place with the 14 cases in which 
the initial lesion was cauterized. Of these only two developed 
symptoms of constitutional syphilis. 

Of the 85 patients, therefore, presenting, as Dr. Guntz asserts, 
initial leisons of syphilis, 49, under the "chromw^ater" treatment, 
remained entirely free from the disease. This is certainly a very 
extraordinary showing, and will be received with a great deal of 
incredulity. 

If this new agent is given after constitutional symptoms make 
their appearance, its action is to ameliorate the disease and hasten 
its course. It is efficient even in cases where mercury fails, and 
it acts more pleasantly and promptly. In fact, the disease is "in 
the shortest time definitely cured." 

Thq author has, for several years, used the chrome salt exclu- 
sively in the treatment of syphilis, and has given it in more than 
a thousand cases. He has recorded the histories of a large num- 
ber of his cases. 

Dr. Guntz has also used his chromwater with the best results in 
diphtheria. 

He suggests that the drug acts by reason of its powerful oxidizing 
properties. Without committing himself to any germ theory, it is 
thought that there is certainly a specific poison which develoj^s in 
the various contagious diseases. And in chromium we have an 
agent that is not inimical to the system itself, but rather benefits it. 

The importance of Dr. Guntz's claims, and the caution witli 
which they should be received, are alike apparent and need no 
comment. — Medical Record. 



Fractures of the Patella. — M. Pinsot, in a review of the sub- 
ject of operative interference of these fractures, draws the follow- 
ing conclusions: 

1. Puncture of tl{e joint should be practiced in all cases where 
there is much effusion into the articular cavity; it should be imme- 
diate, and it is not necessary to follow it by drainage. 

2. After the puncture, and in cases where the ordinary appara- 
tus are insufficient to maintain coaptation of the fragments, suture 
of the divided patella may be practiced, as recommended by Kocher. 

3. In all cases the apparatus should be examined very frequently 
for the first few days, until the articular swelling has subsided. 

4. For several months after the union of the fracture the limb 
should be provided with an apparatus limiting flexion. 

5. The opening of the articulation with osseous suture is suited 
to cases in which puncture is not sufficient to remove the articular 
exudation. 

6. It is necessary also in pesendarthroses and in cases w^here an 
-excess of callus interferes with the motion of the joint. — Pcvuc dc 
^hirg. — Amcr. Jour. Med, Science. 
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Treatment of Pneumonia. — I wish to draw attention to the 
remarkable effects produced by the perchloride of iron, combined 
with hydrocyanic acid, in cases of pneumonia of a low type, es- 
pecially those due to blood-poisoning. Most practitioners will 
agree in having seen cases of pneumonia run a course so like, in 
its general aspect, that of erysipelas, as to lead them to imagine 
that they might be due to a similar cause, taking effect in the in- 
terstitial substance of the lung, instead of in the subcutaneous tis- 
sue. I have seen many such, and I have begun to apply a similar 
treatment, with^ as I say, truly marvelous effects. The first case 
of the kind, in wich I ventured on this treatment, was that of Mrs. 
G., aged 35, who had double pneumonia, with pleurisy on the right 
side, in February, of last year. When I first saw her, the pulse 
was 140, the temperature in the axilla 103°, and the sputa of a 
deep rust color. I ordered mustard and linseed poultices, and the 
following mixture: 

B. Liquoris ferri perchloridi fort 3 ij. 

Acidi bydrocyanici (Scheele) M viij. 

Aquam ad 3 viij. 

M. Two teaspoon fuls to be taken every hour, with an interven- 
ing teaspoonful of brandy in water. 

•After thirty hours, the pulse had fallen to 100, the temperature 
to 99°, the sputa were entirely devoid of blood, and the breathing 
was almost normal. This patient made a rapid recovery. 

In the last case of the kind, coming under my notice, which oc- 
curred last week, the patient seemed to be in a state of collapse, or 
syncope, the pulse was 144; the breathing in short gasps; the fin- 
ger-ends, as seen through the nails, of the color of a thunder- 
cloud; and both lungs in a general state of clog. Delirium also 
lasted a whole night. She had complained of shortness of breath, 
and had a phthisical aspect and family history, but had never had 
any cough until the present time. I ventureci upon the same treat- 
ment with her; and her pulse is now 96, temperature all but nor- 
mal, sputa devoid of blood or discoloration of any kind, and she 
herself anxious to get up. — I?. Biddlc^ King ston-on- Thames. 

Blood Enemata. — Dr. Sansom thus writes of the employment 
of blood in nourishing enemata: Ox blood is usually employed, 
but sheep's blood may be used. It is necessary that it be defibri- 
nated the moment it is drawn. Butchers understand this protess, 
ami will supply what is called "whipped'' or "stirred" blood. It 
is, of course, requisite that the blood be fresh — that it be not kept 
more than a single day. In urgent cases, where there is no stom- 
ach digestion, two or three ounces of blood may be injected into 
the rectum every two or three hours; the fluid may be warmed by 
placing the containing vessel in hot water, but it is often borne 
equally well when cold. For chronic cases in which it supple- 
ments stomach alimentation, it is administered in quantities of 
''rom two to six ounces twice a day. In some cases it tends to 
promote constipation; in a very small percentage, the opposite 
condition of irritability. — The Lancet, 
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Deliriuin Tremens. — At a recent meeting of the Cambridge 
(Eng.) Medical Society (Lancet), Dr. Latham introduced the 
subject of the treatment of delirium tremens. He thought the 
subject offered scope for considerable difference of opinion, and 
was a suitable one for general discussion. He referred, first, to 
sleeplessness as a prominent symptom, and said that if sleep were 
obtained, recovery generally ensued quickly. Was the induction 
of sleep, then, a sine qua non in treatment? If sleep did not en- 
sue, subarachnoid effusion and coma were likely to follow in some 
cases, while the majority might recover; but Dr. Latham thought 
the disease ought to be treated actively, and that dangerous reme- 
dies might be used with advantage to patients. He divided cases 
of delirium tremens into three classes: (i) Patients in moderate 
health who had used stimulants in excess ; ( 2 ) those in robust health 
who had indulged after excitement or distress, chiefly young men; 
and, (3) those broken down in health, and with damaged organs. 
The first class he thought could be treated with opium, without 
risk, provided the urine was free from albumen; and he had been 
surprised to find albumen in the urine in a large proportion of 
cases without any other indications of kidney disease, and the al- 
bumen disappearing as the patient recovered. If albuminuria 
existed, the use of opium or morphia could only be pernicious. 
The first thing to do was to give soup, beef- tea, and alcohol in 
nearly the accustomed doses for twenty-four hours, and then 
opium; having previously given, if necessary, a dose of calomel. 
He advised the hypodermic injection of morpnia, first in half-grain 
doses, and then in doses of one-quarter-grain every half hour till 
sleep was procured or the patient was distinctly under its influence, 
as shown by the condition of the pupil. He believed diminution 
in quantity of stimulants taken by the patient to be an early symp- 
tom, and not a cause of the disease. In the second class he ad- 
vised, not opium, but henbane. He had given bromide of potas- 
sium in forty-grain doses every four hours, and found the tincture 
of henbane in doses of one drachm every four hours succeeded 
better. He also thought that Merck's preparation of hyoscyamine 
would be useful, but had not yet given it a trial. In the third 
class he thought opium should be given with great caution, and 
that free administration of stimulants was important, even as large 
doses as those customary with the patient. He mentioned a case 
in which a gentleman, in his eager desire for insensibility, had 
taken 240 grains of chloral and the same quantity of bromide of 
potassium at a dose, and survived after very free action of the 
skin, bowels, and kidneys. He deprecated the use of large doses 
of digitalis, as suggested by Dr. Jones, of Jersey. Mr. T. Hyde 
Hills, speaking from his experience as a jail surgeon, thought leav- 
ing off stimulants was a cause of the disease, and that many pris- 
oners became delirious after admission, owing to this deprivation. 
He advised giving the usual amount of alcohol to which the pris- 
oner had been accustomed, and thought chloral of benefit. Mr. 
Hodson thought that the combination of chloral and capsicum 
was useful. Dr. Smith alluded to the usefulness of cold sponging 
of the body, as a means of inducing sleep. Dr. Latham, in reply. 
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stated that he recommended the capsicum in confirmed cases; it was 
much esteemed in India. In young men he approved of Dr. Graves' 
phm of giving antimony and opium every two hours. — Med. and 
Siirg. Reporter. % 

Ozone as a Sleep-producing Agent. — Prof C.Binz, in a series 
of articles contributed tb the Berl. Klin. Woschenschrift, announ- 
ces the discovery of nerve-depressing and sleep-producing pro- 
perties in ozone. 

The accepted view regarding this gas has been that it is very 
easily decomposed, nascent oxygen being set free; that it is ex- 
tremely irritating on this account to the tissues, acting much like 
chlorine, and that it cannot be absorbed by the blood. Binz, how- 
ever, shows that in proper quantities it is not irritating, can be in- 
haled and absorbed, producing, as he claims, peculiar effects on 
the nervous system. 

The experiments were tried upon human beings. Dr. Hugo 
Schultz was the first to submit himself Subsequently ?iVQ other 
gentlemen inhaled the gas. Three of them were put to sleep by 
it, the others were slightly stupefied or otherwise depressed. The 
time required for bringing on sleep varied between six and six- 
teen minutes. The sensations during this time were very agreea- 
ble. After removal of the gas the sleeper would awake within 
half a minute, generally sooner. It was suggested that in one 
quite susceptible person the condition was a hypnotic one, but in- 
halation in the same way of pure air produced no effect. After 
awaking, there was some feeling of fiitigue, but this soon passed 
away. 

Large and prolonged doses of the gas produced sensation of 
nausea, dizziness, and strangling; but the diluted ozone was 
breathed for over half an hour without harm. Binz states that in 
too small amounts no eflfect is gotten; in to6 large ones irritation is 
produced. He compares its action in this respect to that of alco- 
hol when given. Prof. Binz claims no practical results from his 
discovery as it stands at present, but thinks that like every new 
scientific truth it may have eventually some useful bearing. — New 
York Med. Record. 

Deaths from Chloroform. — Within a few weeks two patients 
have died in Chicago from the effects of chloroform administered 
for the purpose of having teeth extracted. The last case occurred 
December 20th. The patient was in a dentist's chair, and a phy- 
sician administered the anaesthetic. Thirty minutes were required 
to anaisthetize the patient, and from an ounce and a half to two 
ounces of chloroform were admi(iistered. The patient became 
cyanosed and ceased to breathe after two or three teeth had been 
extracted. He was a man about forty years old, and was sup- 
posed to be healthy, although neither the dentist nor physician had 
ever seen him before or even knew his name or residence. The- 
patient was in a sitting posture during the anaesthesia and opera- 
tion. — [The Boston Med. and Surg. Journal. 
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Do Southern Hogs Have Trichinae? — An investigation, 
which seems to show that southern hogs do not have trachinap, 
was made by Dr. Jansen T. Payne last summer. His report was 
submitted to the American Public Health Association at its last 
meeting. In six months Dr. Payne examined 5,400 hogs, finding 
only 22 infected with the parasite in question. The infected ani-. 
ma Is were reported as having been received from the following 
places: St. Louis, 18; Louisville, 2; and from the West, marked 
'^unknown" 2; making the total of infected hogs, 23. Of the 
hogs examined, only 529 came from St. Louis; most of them came 
from Louisiana (2,473) and Tennessee {1,060). 

The observations lead to the belief, therefore, that southern-bred 
hogs are free from trichina*. Still, such a deduction is not abso- 
lutely safe. If the fact were really proved, it would be one of 
great advantage to southern pork-raisers. Even as it is, they can 
profit by the fact that Tennessee and Louisiana hogs'are almost 
entirely free from disease. 

Incidentally, some other facts regarding the origin and commu- 
nicability of trichinosis were developed. Observations seemed to 
Rhow that hogs infect each other when enclosed in the same pen, 
and do not depend upon the rat as an intermediate host. The 
parasite is passed out of an infected animal along with undigested 
food, is then eaten by a sound hog, who in turn becomes infected. 

By Dr. Payne's examinations it was also ascertained that all the 
hogs infected with trichinae were corn fed animals. No mast-fed 
animals was found to be infected. — yournal of Comparative Me- 
dicine. 

Sulphur for Pimples on the Face. — Dr. Gage Parsons be- 
lieves that Mr. Erasmus Wilson was the first to propose sulphur 
lotion in acne punctata, according to the Practitioner. The usual 
lotion of the flowers of sulphur with glycerine and water is un- 
<l()ubtedly a valuable rcipedy, but from the readiness which the 
sulphur separates it is inelegant and inconvenient, while it is not 
quite satisfactory in its results. A far more efficacious mode^of 
using sulphur is to dust the face with pure precipitated sulphur 
every night with an ordinary puft' used for toilet purposes. Re- 
cently two severe cases of acne of two year's standmg, which had 
'resisted the ordinary method of treatment, yielded at once to sul- 
phur thus applied. If the sulphur be scented with oil of lemon or 
roses, it will form an elegant cosmetic. — [Can. Med. Rcc. 

Earache. — "In the course of practice you will often be called 
upon to attend a case of earache. This means, pathologically 
speaking, acute inflammation of the mcmbrana tympani. Now, 
in such cases you may quickly subdue the inflammation, relieve 
the patient from the excruciating pain he is suffering, and save 
him, perhaps, from subsequent confirmed deafness. The treat- 
ment, from which such a desirable result may be obtained, is simi- 
lar to that which you will find so beneficial in analogous cases of 
eye diseases — viz: leeches behind the ear, hydrag. c. creta and bel- 
ladonna powders, with warm fomentations.'' — Wharton Jones^ in 
London Lancet, 
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To Remove Foreign Bodies on the Conjunctiva Beneath 
Upper Lid. — Dr. Roosa, in New York Medical Record, says: 

Ih the first place, the patient, so far as possible, should be in a 
comfortable position. He may be seated in a chair with the head 
well supported. With a foreign body in the conjunctival sac the 
patient is in distress, and his eyeball is not entirely under his con- 
trol. He is not as able to respond to your requests as to where he 
should look as though it were not there. Get the head, therefore, 
properly supported, and then with the thumb press the integu- 
ment of the lid against the eyebrow, so as to put it upon the 
stretch, and tell the patient to look down — not to turn the head 
down, but to turn the eyes down. Then catch the eyelashes and 
edge of the lid with the fingers of the other hand and turn the lid 
quickly over the thumb; in the meantime the patient looks down 
constantly. You see how readily, by this simple manipulation, I 
have succeeded in exposing our friend's conjunctiva, which we 
find to be hyperaemic in a marked degree, and yet, unless you 
have practiced these movements somewhat, you will be mortified 
when you make your first attempt to pedorm this simple opera- 
tion with lookers-on around you. An intelligent assistant will be 
of advantage, and there is scarcely any place in which you cannot 
secure one to hold the head, and his determination must be that 
the patient shall not turn his head down, but shall look down, and 
thus turn the eyes downward. 

Next, how are you to remove the foreign body after you have 
found it? How shall you get rid of that little black speck which 
has been the cause of so much discomfort to the patient — which, 
perhaps, has given him a very uncomfortable night, has concen- 
trated all his attention, and almost led him to curse railroad car- 
riages? It is usually a simple matter after having everted the lid, 
but there is method even here. If it is a lady who has thus been 
selected, she will have her own handkerchief in her pocket, and 
she will feel better satisfied if you will use that rather than your 
towel, for she will not feel sure that the towel is clean, while she 
knows that the handkerchief is. 

Remove the foreign body with the handkerchief, then, and do 
not throw it away. Show it to the patient, and be sure that he or 
she recognizes it — and why? The little shallow depression which 
that foreign body made in the conjunctiva will give a sensation of 
discomfort, and sometimes, not always, give rise to the same 
symptoms that existed before the foreign body was removed. It 
is well, under such circumstances, to have the proof of what you 
have done, lest the patient say, "He said he took it out. I paid 
him for removing it, but I know it is in there yet." 

In the majority of cases, however, the feeling of comfort is so 
great, the relief is so instantaneous, that there is no occasion for 
such unpleasant complaint. 

You will seldom need any instrument for removing a foreign 
body from the conjunctival sac, beyond the hands and a delicate 
piece of cambric or a smooth, well-worn towel. The patients 
very seldom need any after treatment. It is well to direct that the 
eye be bathed with warm or cold water, and protected from dust, 
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and the blood-vessels will soon return to their normal condition. 
I should mention that occasionally a patient will return, insistinjj^ 
that a foreign body is in the eye, when there is none there. A few 
evenings since, a medical gentleman came to me, saying, ''I have 
something in my eye, and I am suffering very much. My friend, 

Dr. , says there is nothing in it, but I know that there is." 

But I was unable to find it, and the man's indignation was very 
great, and he exclaimed, **I know it is there, for I feel it." I then 
examined his eye very carefully again, after which I said to him, 
"You may be certain that there is no foreign body in your eye." 
I first examined his eye by the aid of ordinary light, but w^hen he 
was so positive with reference to the presence of the foreign body, 
I took him to a gas-light and with a two inch lens, threw the con- 
centrated rays into his eye, and examined the entire conjunctival 
space, and then I was unable to answer him in the most assuring 
manner. What was the cause of his sensations? An attack of 
conjunctival catarrh was beginning. Many of those cases begin 
very suddenly, as though something struck or entered the eye, 
and you must not be deceived and take it tor granted that there is 
a foreign body in the conjunctuval sac simply because a patient 
has a sensation as though some rough substance is pressing upon 
the cornea. 

Ergot and Opium in Obstetrics. — Put about two drachms of 
spurred rye in a pipkin, on which pour half a pint of boiling wa- 
ter, cover and place it before the fire, and let it simmer until it as- 
sumes the color of strong tea; then strain, and mix one and a half 
drachm of tinct. of opium. B. F. Give a patient about half of the 
mixture, and if necessary, give the remainder in half an hour af- 
terwards; although it very I'arely happens that a second dose is 
needed. It is better not to administer the above until the os is 
well dilated Since using the above mixture in midwifery, Dr. 
Samuels says he has not had one fatal case of the child, nor a case 
of hour-glass contraction of the womb, so frequently met with, 
while giving ergot alone — nor an unmanageable case of asphyxia 
in the child. The above combination has also proved successful 
with the use of the forceps, even in a threatened case of post-par 
turn hemorrhage. Dr. Samuels says he, has used opium with ergot 
in about five hundred cases, and in each good results followed, 
whether in labor cases or flooding, or from other causes. 

He also speaks of having noticed that the late Sir James Y. 
Simpson, of Edinburgh, on one occasion administered a vapor of 
ether and ergot, for the same purpose as he prescribed his formula, 
with beneficial results. — Bradford, E. C. Med. yournal. 

A Prize of $1000 in ^Vaiting. — Some few years ago a prize of 
$1000 was ofTered by a Boston physician for the best essay on 
"The probability of the Discovery of the Cure for Malignant Dis- 
•eases, and the line of Study and Experimentation likely to bring 
such a Cure to light " Three essays were presented, neither of 
which was deemed worthy by the judges. Dr. J. C. Warren, rep- 
resenting the donor, announces that the question is still open and 
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the money remains on deposit for the successful competitor. Es- 
says must be presented not later than December ist, 1883. The 
decision will be made chiefly from a practical stand-point, the ob- 
ject of the donor being to obtain suggestions by which a search 
for the cure for cancer may be instituted. The amount of the 
prize is commensurate with the magnitude of the subject, and 
ought to bring forth fruit if there is a reasonable share of literary 
ambition in the profession. We believe it is the largest sum ever 
offered in America as a prize for a literary or scientific produc- 
tion. — Pacific Med. and Sur. yournal. 

Treatment of Infantile Diarrhoea. — This is the chief disease 
of infants, and the hygiene is more necessary very often than the 
medicines employed. Among infants at the breast, the cause of 
diarrhoea is as often the fault of the nursing mother as of the in- 
fant. The abuse of baths is a prime cause, being often more in- 
jurious than beneficial, from being too prolonged, instead of a single 
washing of the body. 

As to dentition Dr. Simon attributes great influence, though de- 
nied by many authors. In the simple cases, after ascertaining the 
cause, if possible, stop everything but the milk and give a spoon- 
ful of coffee with a little alkaline water. A tepid bath should be 
given each day and a starch injection; every day at each meal 
give a portion of the following powder: 

R Calcined magnesia, 10 grammes. 

Prepared cream ) 

c u -4. 4. ev.' ^\ - '^'^ 2 crrammes. 

bub. nitrate of bismuth ) ^ 

At last apply warm fomentations to the bowels. 

If the diarrhoea continues and becomes catarrhal, i.c.^ accompa- 
nied with a considerable secretion and intermitting fever, it is bet- 
ter to give a vomit and afterwards a portion of subnitrate of bis- 
muth, 4 grammes with one drop of laudanum, to an infant under 
one year of age. 

At the advanced stage the diarrhoea becomes sympathetic of en-^ 
teritis. This is distinguished by the passages, which are green* 
acid and extremely irritating. The fever is persistent and the 
countenance indicates suffering, a sign very significant of unfavor- 
able results. 

It is now necessary to give laudanum, the true treatment of en- 
teritis, with sub-nitrate of bismuth, a drop of the former to 6a 
grains of the latter, to each year of age. Paregoric can be used in 
the place of the laudanum — 5 drops for i of laudanum. It ought 
not to be forgotten to continue the laudanum after the passage.s 
are checked, but in diminished doses. If vomiting should occur, 
prepared chalk and lime-water should be applied, and a smalt 
blister over the epigastric region, using the necessary precau- 
tions. ^ 

In enteritis it is often observed that membranous fragments are 
expelled, with violent colic, and in these cases the injections should 
be frequent and cathartics used. It is necessary to keep up this 
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treatment with alkaline waters, excluding grease and indigestible 
articles, and hydrotherapy, when the age of the infant permits. 

Chronic enteritis is extremely difficult to treat; opiates and as- 
stringents should be used and afterwards revulsives, as tr. iodine, 
croton oil, and vesicatories. 

The treatment of diarrhoea is of great importance, because it 
may be but the beginning of choleraic diarrhoea. In these cases 
the danger is imminent. In these cases give a spoonful of coffee 
and Malaga wine, and coffee and brandy. If possible, a wine 
bath should be given; this stimulates the functions of the skin, 
and should only last five minutes. — yules Simon, in Journal de 
7 her a f antique. 

Sudden Death During Forced Depression of Tongue. — 

A woman, sixty years old, suffering from tinnitus aurium and par- 
tial deafness, applied to Dr. Moure, who ascertained the existence 
of catarrh and obstruction of both eustachian tubes. Wishing to 
examine the pharynx, he directed the patient to open her mouth; 
the tongue being in the way, he introduced a depressor. No sooner 
had he depressed the tongue than the patient drew a hissing in- 
spiration, and commenced suffocating. Believing he had to deal 
with a spasm of the glottis, the Doctor had recourse to artificial 
respiration, but asphyxia increased, rales set in. Tracheotomy 
was then practiced, but asphyxia continued, spumous blood was 
discharged through the cannula and by the mouth, and the patient 
expired. 

Th^ Doctor believed that the spasm of the glottis occasioned by 
a forced depression of the tongue would not, of itself, have been 
sufficient to cause death in a strong and healthy person, but, in the 
present instance, the patient being under some emotion, an old 
cardiac had probably been awakened and a rapidly fatal conges- 
tion, or apoplexy of the lungs had followed. This opinion was, 
to some extent, borne out by the fact that the patient showed 
marks of scarified cups under the left breast. 

In commenting on the above case, the editor of the Paris Medi- 
cal ^No. 46) observes that it accords with what he has long ago 
published on asphyxia caused by enforced immobility of the 
tongue. It a patient's mouth be immoderately opened by means 
of a gag, the tongue can no longer move, deglutition of saliva be- 
comes impossible, and the larynx is immobilized. Under these 
conditions, rapidly fatal asphyxia can be protluced. An instance 
of it has been observed. Satisfactory evidence may be obtained 
from the following experiment : Let the tongue be immobilized 
by placing a finger upon it, the mouth being opened or closed; or, 
let the jaws be kept wide open by a bit of wood inserted betwreen 
the teeth, and the result will be a respiratory anguish which, 
if prolonged, would lead to asphyxia. — American journal of Ob- 
stetrics, 

A Novel Suit Against a Doctor. — A paper on the "Laws of 
Malpractice," by Dr. G. F. Souwers, contained in the Philadelphia 
Meaical and Surgical Reporter, relates a novel case which took 
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place in Michigan. A physician who had been engaged to attend 
a ladyjin confinement, took with him an assistant who was sup- 
posed by the patient and family to be a physician or a student, and 
who rendered aid in the delivery. It was afte wards discovered, to 
the consternation of the woman and her friends, that the assistant 
was simply a friend of the doctor, and had nothing to do with the 
study or practice of medicine, but, as was believed, had no other 
object than the gratification of a morbid curiosity. So great w^s 
the indignation against the doctor that a law suit was instituted on 
the charge of making an indecent and unprofessional exposure of 
his patient. The charge was sustained by the court and the doctor 
convicted. In this decision we heartily concur. A physician who 
would take the advantage of his professional privileges in that 
manner ought to be fined, imprissoned, and struck from the roll 
of the profession. — Pacific Med, Journal. 

Tetanus Cured. — Dr. Layton reports in the New Orleans Medi- 
cal Journal, a case of tetanus cured with the following prescription: 

B Sulphate of eserine g^- i» 

Pure glycerine, f. ^ij, 

Syrup of orange flowers, f 3xiv, 

Water, f Jij. 

M. S. Teaspoonful (1-64 grain or one milligramme of eserine) 
€very hour. I should say here that I was advised by Mr. Lascar, 
the obliging Chemist of Messrs. I. L. Lyons & Co., to use the so- 
lution in glycerine, eserine being so easily decomposed otherwise. 
Even the short exposure to the air of the salt, during the time re- 
quired for preparing a dose, is sufficient to cause an increase in 
weight of the eserine so exposed. Mr. Lascar has remarked that 
glycerine prevents the decomposition of the solution. 

From January loth, in the evening, the doses of eserine were 
given at intervals of an hour and a half; later, the time was in- 
creased to two hours; the remedy was continued until January 17. 
when the child had taken, in all, 3 grains of eserine; the prescrip- 
tion was then discontinued, the only remaining trace of the attack 
being some rigidity of the jaws, which had entirely disappeared 
by January 30th. 

Eserine or physostigmia is an alkaloid obtained from calabar 
bean, and is an agent of great power, and should be given with 
caution. — [Reg. Ed. 

Permanence of the Scarlatinous Virus. — Dr. G. T Jenkins, 
of Keokuk, reports a very interesting case. A child was taken 
with this disease and died. There had been no known source of 
contagion. Upon inquiry it was learned that the parents had lost 
a child from this disease two years before, and that the only cloth- 
ing saved had been a cap, made of woolen cloth, which had been 
packed away in a tin box, and that it was taken out and worn by 
the second child three days before he was taken sick. How long 
will the poison last? — Med. and Surg. Reporter 
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Some of the Consequences of Phimosis and Adherent 
Prepuce. — After brief reference to the antiquity of the custom of 
circumcision among the Jews and Egyptians, the writer (Editor 
Louisville Medical News) gives Dr. Sayre due credit for demon- 
strating these conditions as bearing a conclusive relation to irrita- 
bility of the bladder and arrest of development of the lower ex- 
tremities, etc., by reflex action, and proceeds to state that Dr. Sayre 
has not covered the whole ground. 

"Dr. Harwell, in his Treatise on the Diseases of Joints (page 
289) states that he has had forced upon his observation the coin- 
cidence of phimosis and hip-joint disease, which in his experience 
has been so frequent as to draw from him the opinion that it is not 
fortuitous, but is a physiological and potent relation — probably a 
cause to be ranked along with the strumous diathesis and local in- 
jury." His conclusions are based on a large number of cases and 
upon the observations of Mr. Baker, at Evelina Hospital, that 
Jews rarely have hip-joint disease. 

"In Warren's Treatise on Hernia, just issued, there is quoted 
(page 17) an essay by Samuel Osborn, F. R. C. S., upon Phimosis 
as a Cause of Hernia in Infants." This essay was prompted by 
noticing the frequent co-existence of these conditions. "He thinks 
that the contracted preputial orifice oflfers such an impediment to 
the flow of urine that extraordinary eff9rts of straining are occa- 
sioned," etc. 

"Again, Mr. Kempe is reported to have found that out of 50 
cases of congenital phimosis, in 31 there was rupture." 

"In the Alienist and Neurologist, for October, 1881, Dr. E. W. 
Saunders reports four cases of reflex gastralgia dependent upon 
adherent prepuce." The first of these was relieved, after failure 
with the usual remedies, by circumcision; the second, by detach- 
ing the prepuce. * The other cases were of the same nature, 
though the family history was not so good." — Louisville Medical 
News^ yanuary^ 1882. 

Paracentesis of the Bladder Through the Perineum and 
Prostate. — Mr. Reginald Harrison (British Medical Journal and 
the Medical Record), after justly criticising the various methods 
of relieving a distended bladder in old men with enlarged pros- 
tate, describes a means of relief practiced by himself upon a man 
eighty -four years of age. He passed a trocar with its canula 
through the perineum and gland into the bladder so as to reach 
the point where this viscus is uncovered by peritoneum, guiding 
the instrument by the left forefinger in the rectum. He then re- 
moved the trocar and secured the canula, in situ by means of tapes. 

The advantages he claims are: More complete drainage, and, 
therefore, less danger from pyelitis, cystitis, etc., than where a ca- 
theter is retained in the urethra; a short "low level" urethra more 
adapted to the new relation of prostate and bladder; a continu- 
ous discharge of urine at night, with easy command over the same 
during the day, the flow being regulatea by a spring clamp fitted 
to a bit of rubber-tubing, which latter is connected with the ca- 
nula. — Medical Times. 
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Bad Effects of Quinine. — Dr. Marion Sims, in some com- 
ments on a paper published in the New York Medical Gazette of 
October 32d, refers to the fact that as early as 1S47 Dr. W. O. 
Baldwin, of Montgomery, Alabama, had detailed several cases in 
which severe symptoms followed the administration of quinine. 
One of particular interest is that of a lady who received eighty 
grains in a few hours for an attack of pernicious intermittent fever; 
of this she was relieved, but the next day was blind, and has re- 
mained so to the present moment, a period of thirty-five years. 

In the accompanying article of Dr. Baldwin, several cases of 
<leath attributed by him to the use of large doses of the drug are 
related, and experiments on dogs illustrating its toxic properties 
cited. Dr. Baldwin found, chiefly, a remarkable increase in fre- 
quency of the pulse, dyspnoea, maximal pupillary dilatation, con- 
vulsions, and, in one case, furious delirium, the dog biting and 
barking at everything about him. His observation that the effect 
of quinine is proportionately far greater on puppies than on grown 
dogs, is in harmony with the known fact that relatively small doses 
may prove fatj|l to children. — Anic. Jour. Neurol. Psychiatry^ Feb. 
1882. 

Almost a Snake-Story. — ^The Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal says: 

A moving story comes to us of the sufferings of an unfortunate 
lady in a village in the northern part of New York State, who 
was recently taken violently ill, and when the local physician ar- 
rived confided to him the startling intelligence that there was a 
snake in her stomach, which she had sv/allowed last September 
while drinking from a brook. The report goes on to state that 
the doctor, upon investigation, "became satisfied that the woman 
had swallowed a tadpole, which has since turned into a frog," and 
that the presence and movements *of the reptile in the stomach can 
readily be felt from the outside. The patient is to be taken to the 
hospital in Albany for treatment, and the subsequent develop- 
ments of the case will no doubt be awaited with no little interest. 
— Medical News. 

The Physician in Court — Speaking of a recent trial in 

England, in which it was held that the surgeon in a certain case 

was forced to disclose the confidence of his patient, the Louisville 

Medical News (March 18) says : 

"Those laws which compel a medical man to appear, and, upon 
pain of imprisonment, force him to divulge in open court the 
secrets of which he necessarily became possessed through his pro- 
fessional relations to his patient, are a relic of barbarity, a disgrace 
to the code, and should be erased from the statute books of all en- 
lightened nations." Certainly the relations between patient and 
physician are as intimate as those existing between client and at- 
torney. The laws of the country do not force a lawyer to disclose 
the statements of his client. The physician should not be forced 
to divulge the secrets of his patient. — Va, Med, Monthly, 
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SOIENTIFIO ITEMS. 

The Hygienic Value of the Electric Light.— The French 
Scientific Journal La Nature summarizes a communication from 
Dr. Javal, who believes that the electric light is absolutely without 
danger to the sight, in consequence of the amount of division 
which can now be obtained in it. L'Union Midicale also reminds 
its readers that similar researches of great interest from a scholas- 
tic point of view were published in that journal in May and July, 
1S81; including the researches of Dr. Cohn of Breslau, who found 
that the electric light increases sixfold, as compared with daylight, 
the perception of yellow, and doubles the perception of green and 
blue. The observations of Dr. Blasius and Dr. Hopper in a dis- 
cussion which took place at a meeting of the Brunswick Society 
of Natural Sciences, arc also noteworthy. These scientists have 
shown that illumination by the electric light deserved preference 
over all other methods in use, for the following reasons: i. It does 
not pollute the air with deleterious gases or other unhealthy pro- 
ducts. 3. It induces a greater visual unity than with daylight or 
gaslight. The conclusion adopted by the meeting was, that "the 
hygienic qualities of the electric light have not hitherto been ap- 
praised at their real value." — British Medical Journal. 

A Naval Experiment W^ith the Electric Light.— The Pro- 
vidence Journal gives an account of a trial of the electric light as 
used to detect the movements of vessels at night, especially tor- 
pedo boats in time of war. The light is placed in a parabolic re- 
flector, which is pivoted to turn in any desired direction and 
moved by a small electric engine in the horizontal plains of the 
motion. 

The experiment was directed by Captain Selfridge, of the United 
States Navy, and with the United States steamship Nina and a 
small steam launch from the torpedo station of Newport, R. I. 
The launch was sent to the outer harbor, followed after some time 
by the Nina, fitted with a light on each side, to seek for her in the 
darkness. The launch was to play around and approach with 
muffled ores and hidden lights as near as possible to the Nina 
without being heard. The little craft was promptly detected at 
considerable distrance as soon as the light swept over her lo- 
cality. — Scientijic News. 

Fecundity of Elephants in Confinement. — Barnum's baby 
elephant, born at Philadelphia, is growing rapidly, and is a vigor- 
ous creature in its third year. Its mother is again about seven 
months along in pregnancy, and it is therefore not unlikely that a 
second one will be born in this country. The sexes in Barnum's 
herd of elephants pair readily in conflnement- We learn on good 
authority that an American resident in India of thirty years, never 
heard of an elephant being born there, and was astonished at 
learning of the birth of one in the United States. — Afnerican Na- 
turalist. 
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Cotton Fiber. — A new staple of manufacture consists of the 
fiber of the stalks of the cotton plant. The stalk is disintegrated^ 
and the fiber separated from the rest of the stalk, preserved and 
prepared according to the following method: First, separating 
the fiber from the stalk by passing through rollers, or by setting, 
then drying, then stretching or breaking, and then carding or 
hacking the same, thus producing a staple of the fiber alone. It 
is proposed to manufacture from this staple woven fabrics by 
vspinning it, and twine, cordage and yarns, wadding, packing, calk- 
ing and paper. — Mechanical Nerws. 

A LATE invention provides for extinguishing fires in the stoves 
of passenger cars, should they be by accident upset. For this 
purpose an elongated water-reservoir is suspended along the side 
of the car. Cords attached to the stove, and to valves which nor- 
mally close outside in the reservoir, sei*ve to operate said valves 
when the stove is upset, and allow water, through a perforated 
distributor, to flow into the fire. — Ibid, 

The process of whitening sugar was discovered in a curious 
way. A hen that had gone through a clay puddle meandered 
thence into a sugar-house. She left her tracks on a pile of sugar. 
It was noticed that wherever the tracks were the sugar was whi- 
tened. Experiments were instituted, and the result was that wet 
clay came to be used in refining sugar. — Medical News. 

The New York Fire Commissioners have experimented with 
asbestos as a material for fire-proof stage-curtains, and found it 
satisfactory. It will resist heat, without burning, long enough to 
allow any theater audience to leave before the fire could break out 
beyond the stage. No report has as yet been made, and the Com- 
missioners demand as the final test that it shall be shown to their 
satisfaction that an asbestos curtain of the required size shall sus- 
tain its own weight. If this can be proved, legislative action will 
be asked to compel managers of theaters to adopt such curtains. — 
Ibid. 

The tunneling of the English channel is progessing so well that 
the first quarter of a mile is now completed. What looks espe- 
cially encouraging is that the engineers are able to gradually in- 
crease the rate of boring which has attained the excellent average 
of 36 feet per day; and, in addition to this, the soil is now quite 
dry, there being a total absence of springs, the presence of which 
proved a source of much delay in the Abbot's Cliff heading. 
There are now about sixty men engaged on the works. They are 
employed in two night and day shifts, but it is proposed shortly 
to have an extra shift, making eight hours each, in order to expe- 
dite the work. No boring is done on Sunday, the men being 
chiefly employed on that day in lengthening the double line of 
metal in which the trollies carrying the debris travel. The borino^ 
has now advanced several yards under the sea in the direction ot* 
the Admiralty Pier at Dover. — Ibid. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULAE. 



Ergot for Lead Poisoning. — After long experience with this 
disease, in which (i) iodide of potassium alone; (3) electricity 
with tonics and mix vomica; (3) iodide of potassium and ergot 
have been fully tried, the conclusion was reached that the last was 
by far the most efficacious, usually enabling the patients to resume 
work in the mines in a month, whilst they were generally dis- 
abled for three months when treated without the ergot, though 
when the attack is a mild one, sulphate of magnesia followed by 
iodide of potassium usually relieves in a few days. The combina- 
tion used is this: 

--- B Potassii iodidi 3ij, 

Ext. ergotaj fluidi Sj, 

Ext. nucis vomicae 3j, 

Tr. cardamoni comp 5j, 

Syrupi q. s. ad §i\'. 

M. Sig. Take a tablcspoonful night and morning. — Dr. y. A. 
Stiles, Therapeutic Gazette, Oct., 1881. 

To Prevent Pitting after Smatl-Pox. — We clip the following 
fr6m Martin's Chemists' and Druggists' Bulletin, October, 1881. 

B Carbolic acid oj to siiss, 

Olive oil § i j, 

Prepared chalk 5ij. 

M. Apply to the face by means of a linen mask, having open- 
ings for the eyes, nose and mouth. Suppuration is less in dura- 
tion and intensity than upon portions of the body left uncovered ; 
where the stage of suppuration begins on the thirteenth to the 
fifteenth day, upon the face it occi;rs on the ninth to the eleventh 
day. The mask is generally removed when dcsication commences. 
Schwienmer, in IJ Union Med. du Canada. — Amc. Afed. your. 

Iodine in Typhoid Fever. — Dr. Davis' formula for adminis- 
tering iodine in typhoid fever, is the following: 

R. lodinii gr. viij. 

Potassii iodidi gr. xxx. 

Aquae distilatas f5 iss. M. 

The dose was generally diluted with two tablespoon fuls of 
sweetened water, and repeated every four hours, for the first three 
or four days, and then every six hours until indications of conval- 
escence appeared. — Med. and Surg. Reporter. ' 

Diarrhea in Typhoid. — The excessive diarrhea of typhoid is 

said to be remarkably controlled by the administration of twenty 

drops of turpentine every two or three hours. — New Tork~ Med. 

Record. 
3 
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Scrotal Pruritus. — A subscriber in California sends the fol- 
lowing in answer to query in December number: 

Editor Medical Times — Dear Sir: In the December num- 
ber of your journal, M. D. asks for a remedy for scrotal pruritus. 
If he will try the following, it will cure it: 

R. Hydrarg. chlor. col gr. viii. 

Spirits lavend. c ,^ ss. 

Aqua 5 viii. 

M. Apply three times a day. I have cured a great many cases 
with the above. One of the worst was a gentleman from Chicago 
who was troubled six years, and had tried several physicians there 
without permanent relief. — Chicago Med. Tivics. 

Colicky Babies. — A writer in Chicago Medical Times suggests 
the following: 

R. Potassii bromidi 5 j. 

01. anisi m j. 

Mucil. acasiic 5 ij. 

Glycerini ,^ ij. 

Aqua? 5 ss. M. 

Of which atcaspoonful may be given when the c olic comes 
on. We may order it without 'fear, knowing that it is perfectlv 
safe and can do no mischief, which cannot be said of the various 
soothing combinations and carminatives in common use in the 
nursery which usually contain laudnum or morphia. In a former 
generation it was Godfrey's cordial that was popular; now it is 
Mrs. Winslow's soothing syrup; but the anodyne is the same in a 
different form. 

Grease Eradicator. — Kilner (Boston Journal of Chemistry) 
gives the following recipe for this compound — 

R Castile soap, in shavings 5jv, 

Carbonate of soda, powdered : Sij, 

Horax, powdered, 5J, 

Aqua ammonia ovij, 

Alcohol, 5iij, 

Turpentine gij, 

Sulphuric acid, ^ij. 

Dr, Hamilton's Prescription for Epilepsy. — 

R Strychnijc sulph gr. i, 

Fl. ext. ergotje 5 ss. 

Lig. potass, arsenit, 3 ij. 



Sodi bromid 



o 



ss. 



Tr. digitalis, 3 iij, 

Aqua^ menth. pip. ad 3 iv. 

M. Sig. A teaspoonful before eating in a half tumblerful of 
water. — Mich. Med. N'civs. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



Mistake. — Dr. R. L. Hinton, author of the article on "Tnidc- 
Marks" in our April issue, is put down in the index as a rcsiHent 
of Kentucky. It should have been Arkansas. 

Darwin Dead. — Charles Robert Darwin, the celebrated Sci- 
entist and Evolutionist, died in England, on April the 20th, 1882, 
aged 74. 

The American Medical Association meets in St. Paul, ^linn., on 
June 6th, 1882. President Woodward having gone to Europe, 
Vice-President Hooper, of Arkansas, will preside. 

The Louisiana Medical Society failed to hold its regular meet- 
ing on March the 29th, by reason of the floods. It is probable the 
President will call the Societv togfether at an earlv dav. 

No Prize. — The Jxum of $98 was subscribed to the fund for the 
prize on Indigenous Medicines offered by the last Georgia Medi- 
cal Association, but no paper worthy of a prize being presented, 
the money was returned to the donors. 

The Association offered a prize of ^^o for the best essay on 
Practice^ Obstetrics, or Hygiene. 

The Banquet given at the Markham House by the Profession 
of the city, to the members of the State Medical Association, was 
a sumptuous and brilliant affair. The tables, the decorations, the 
toasts, the social enjoyment and the array of medical talent were 
fully up to any occasion of the kind whith has occurred in At- 
lanta. 

The reception at the Governor's Mansion and at ^Ir. Porter's, and 
also the excursion up the Georgia Pacific Railroad, were interest- 
ing features of the present Association, and will long be remem- 
bered with pleasure by those fortunate members of the profession 
who participated in them. 

ExpiLSioN OF Dk. Heekv. — It will be noticed in our sketch of 
the proceedings of the late meeting of the Georgia Medical Asso- 
ciation, that Dr. D. O. C. Heery was expelled from the Association, 
by rea.son of advertising a specialty. Whatever may be said 
upon the ethical question involved, that provision of the Constitu- 
tion of the Association which gives the Board of Censors plenary 
power to expel a member without the vote or ratification of the 
body as a whole, is certainly arbitrary and despotic, and contrary 
to the fundamental and time-honored principles of our govern- 
ment, which guarantee a hearing and right of trial even to the most 
abandoned culprit. We trust that a motion to modify or repeal 
this law will prevail at the next meeting of the Association. 
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Medical Association of Georgia. — The Medical Associa- 
tion of Georgia met in the Senate Chamber, Atlanta, at ii o'clock 
a. m., April 19th, 1882. Prayer was made by the Rev. H. II. 
Tucker, and the address of welcome was delivered by Dr. J. F. 
Alexander of this city, in very cordial terms, and responded to 
appropriately by Dr. Eugene Foster, of Augusta. The attend- 
ance was unusually large, and the opening evinced a revival of 
interest in the Association, and good feeling prevailed. 

President Holt's address was upon the "Times, Difficulties and 
Responsibility of the Profession." The address was well conceived, 
ably written and calmly and gracefully delivered. He warmly 
urged the improvement of the Association and better attendance 
upon its meetings. He made eloquent reference to the assassina- 
tion of President Garfield, and alluded in a touching manner to 
the death of five members of the Association since the last meet- 
ing, to wit: Drs. J. M. Green and Jno. R. Boon, of Macon; T. \V. 
Grimes, of Columbus: J. W. Underwood, of Cave Springs; E. L. 
Crump, of Burke, and I. N. Vanmeter, of Bartow. He advocated 
the adoption of a law for the establishment of an Inebriate Asy- 
lum in Georgia, and that the Association memorialize the Legis- 
lature to that end. 

Many papers of interest were presented, of which we have not 
space to particularize. Among these were the papers of Dr. 
Eugene Foster, on the Relative Merits of Humanized and Bovine 
Virus; Prof. Thos. S. Powell, on Gynecology; Dr. R. M. Brown, 
Hemorrhagic Malarial Fever; Prof G. G. Roy, Suppurative Hep- 
atitis; Reports of Census and on Gynecology, by Dr. Nunn, pre- 
. senting instruments of his own invention. 

More than the usual number of vohmtary papers were read. 
Among these were presented on the first day, a paper on entro- 
pion and trichiasis, by Prof. A. G. Hobbs, and Prof. A. W. Cal- 
houn; Dr. A. F. Scott, ergot in throat and lung aficctiorip, with 
cases, etc.; Dr. Philpot, on contagiousness of typhoid fever. 

A committee appointed to consider the suggestion of the Presi- 
dent, relative to memorializing the Legislature to establish an Ine- 
briate Asylum, reported favorably. 

A resolution in favor of a life membership for a single fee (if 
$30, was adopted. 

The Annual Oration was delivered by Dr. J. P. Stevens — a sci- 
entific address of much interest. 

On the second day. Dr. Battey read an interesting paper in re- 
gard to his trip to the International Medical Congress. 

Dr. Lallerstedt showed a case, in process of recovery, of a little 
girl whose entire scalp had been torn away by machinery. 

A resolution by Dr. Baird, reaffirming the Code of Ethics, was 
unanimously adopted. 

Papers were submitted by Drs. Love, O' Daniel, Jones, Bell. 
Hull, Prof Thad. Johnson, and others, all of which will appear in 
the published Transactions. 

The following: are the officers nominated and elected for the en- 
suing year: 

For PresidtMit, Dr. K. P. Moore, of Forsvth; for first Vicc-Presi- 
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dent. Dr. A. J. Whitehead, of Waynesboro; for second Vice- 
President, Dr. F. R. Calhoun; for Treasurer, Dr. Goodrich, of Au- 
gusta; for Censor, Dr. A. W. Calhoun, of Atlanta. 

CHAIRMEN OF DISTRICT CO.MMITTEES: 

1st. District — Dr. E.J.Charlton — Practice; Dr. J. D. Martin — 
Surgery. 

2d. District — Dr. E. W. Alfriend — Practice; Dr. P. L. Ilelsman — 
Surgery: Dr. T. S. Hopkins — Gynecology. 

3d. District — Dr. X. P. Jelks — Practice; Dr. A. A. Smith — Sur- 
gery; Dr. A. R. Taylor — Gynecology. 

4th District — Dr. A. W. Griggs — Practice; Dr. A. B. Copeland — 
Surgery; Dr. T.J. Slaughter — Gynecology. 

5th. District — Dr. W. G. Owens — Practice; Dr. Geo. G. Craw- 
ford — Surgery; Dr. J. L. Hamilton — Gynecology. 

6th. District — Dr. C. Hall — Practice; Dr. F. H. Kennan — Sur- 
gery; Dr. W. H. Hall — Gynecology. 

7th. District— Dr. W. B^ Wells—Practice; Dr. C. P. Gordon- 
Surgery; Dr. J. C. Bevins — Gynecology. 

Sth. District— Dr. E. W. Hunter— Practice; Dr. D. Ford— Sur- 
gery; Dr. J. A. Eve — Gynecology. 

9th. District — Dr. Hollings worth — Practice; Dr. A. A. Bell — 
Surgery; Dr. McClesky — Gynecology. 

Dr. Griggs introduced a resolution that the committee ap- 
pointed to memorialize the Legislature on the subject of an Ine- 
oriate Asylum take an additional duty of presenting the matter of 
providing a law for the payment of witnesses called to give ex- 
pert testimony. The resolution was amended so as to provide for 
a separate committee, and was passed. 

EXPELLING A MEMBER. 

Dr. Hall, of the Board of Censors, asked the Association if 
the Board had full authority in all cases where charges of a viola- 
tion of the Code were preferred. A vote was taken, and the sense 
of the Association was in favor of giving the entire mAttqr into 
the hands of the Board. The Board retired and soon returned 
with a resolution charging Dr. D. O. C. Heery, of Atlanta, with 
a violation of the Code of Ethics, by advertising as a specialist. 
Dr. Heery was declared expelled, v 

Dr. Kennan reported a case of fracture, made some remarks 
relative to the practicability in certain instances of treating frac- 
tures successfully without apparatus. Discussed by Drs. Craw- 
ford, Foster and Word, the latter claiming that the old starch ap- 
paratus, when judiciously used, was superior to any other in sim- 
ple fractures of the extremities. 

Dr. Bell made some remarks upon the hygienic value of cir- 
cumcision. And other interesting topics were broached by mem- 
bers, which we have not space to publish. 

Dr H. H. Battey, of Cartersville, was appointed Orator for the 
next meeting. 

The following delegates to the meeting of the American Medi- 
cal Association were appointed by the President. 
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J. P. Loj^^an, \V. F. Westmoreland, Henrv F. Campbell, Robert 
Hattey, J. T.Johnson, J. G. Thomas, C. ll. Hall, E. Fitzgerald, 
(jeorgc F. Cooper, T. S. Hopkins, S. G. Hawkins, J. W. Bailev, 
E. L. Connelly, A. W. Calhoun, V. H. Tailliaferro, E. W. Alfriend, 
E. K. Boseman, A. W. Griggs, Thomas H. Kennan, A. B. Cal- 
houn, W. O'Daniel, G. G. Crawford, W. S. Kendrick, F. A. Stan- 
ford, W. B. Wells, E. H. Richardson, J. T. Slaughter, John S. 
Coleman, M. G. Hatch, E. H. W. Hunter, John L. Hamilton, R. 
J. Nunn, W. H. Hall, P. L. Hillsman. 

After passing the usual complimentary resolutions in respect to 
the hospitalities of the profession and citizens of Atlanta, the As- 
sociation adjourned to meet in Athens, Georgia, the 3d Wednes- 
day in April, 18S3. 

PAMPHLETS AND PAPERS RECEl \ ED, 

Working Bulletin, for the Scientific Investigation of Drugs. 
We are in receipt of copies of the above from the Scientific De- 
partment of the energetic estalishmer\t of Parke, Davis & Co., De- 
troit. The Working Bulletin is distributed gratuitously to CoUe- 
ges, Universities, Hospitals, etc., and samples and preparations of 
the drugs investigated, also furnished. 

The object is to promote investigation in the science of drugs, 
and by publishing results, to place upon record useful and practi- 
cal information. 

The botanical history, the cultivation, structure and chemica' 
composition of drugs are given, together with the doses and medical 
properties as drawn from reports of cases, etc. At the end of 
each year, the several reports issued, will be compiled into an 
annual This is certainly a great, liberal and useful work, and 
furnishes another evidence of the indomitable' energy and enter 
prise of the house of Parke, Davis & Co. 

The Cornell University Register, 1881-1882, Ithaca, New A'^ork, 
containing catalogue, curriculum, etc., etc. 

Religio-Philosphical Journal — Devoted to Spiritual Phi- 
losophy. The most ably edited and reliable of its class. Jno. C. 
Bundy editor and publisher, Chicago, 111. 

On some points in connection with the treatment of Sterility, by 
A. Reeves Jackson, A.M., M.D., Chicago. 111. 

A FEW remarks upon Fellows' Hypophosphites of Qiiinine, 
Strychnine, Iron, Lime, Potassa and Manganese. For the Medi- s 
cal Profession. London: Jas. I. Fellows, Snow Hill, E. C, 1881. 

The Student's Manual of Venerial Diseases, being a concise des- 
cription of those aflections and of their treatment. By Berkley 
Hill, Prof, of Clinical Surgery in University College, London; 
Surgeon to the University College and to the Lock Hospitals; 
and by Arthur Cooper, late House Surgeon to the Lock Hospi- 
tal. Second edition. New York: William Wood & Co. 1881 . 
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Current Fallacies about Vaccination. A letter to Dr. W. B. 
Carpenter, C.B., etc., etc., by P. A. Taylor, M. P. Second edi- 
tion of 100,000; with additional remarks on Dr. Carpenter's arti- 
cle on Disease-germs, in the Nineteenth Century Magazine for 
October. 

Observations on Surgery in Children, by Edward Borck, M.D., 
St. Louis, Mo., Prof of Surgical Diseases of Children and Ab- 
dominal and Clinical Surgery in tl\e "College for Medical Prac- 
titioners," St. Louis, etc. Read before the St. Louis Medical 
Society, April ist, 1882. 

BOOK NOTICES. 

Illustrations of Dissections in a Series of Original Col- 
ored Plates the Size of Life: Representing the Dissection 
of the Human body. By George Viner Ellis, Prof, of Anatomy 
in University College, London, and G. IL Ford, Esqr. The 
drawings are from nature by Mr. Ford, from dissections by Prof. 
Ellis. Volume II, Second Edition. New York: William Wood 
& Co. McGarity & Laird, Agents, Atlanta, Ga. 

This is the second volume of the valuable work reviewed in our 
April issue. What was said of the first volume may also be said 
of this one. 

Materia Mkdica & Therapeutics, Inorganic Substances. 
By Charles D. F. Phillips, M. D., Member of the Royal College 
of Physicians, etc.; Late Lecturer on Materia Medica and Thera- 
peutics, at the Westminster Hospital Medical School. Edited 
and adapted to the United States Pharmacopoeia, by Lawrence 
Johnson, A.M., M.D., Lecturer on Medical Botany, Medical 
Department of the University of the City of New York; Fel- 
low of the New York Academy of Medicine, etc. V^olume I. 
New York: William Wood & Co. McGarity & Laird, Agents, 
Atlanta, Ga., 18S2. 

This is the second part of Dr. PhilHps' Materia Medica, the first 
being devoted to the Vegetable Kingdom, and issued several years 
ago. The work is eminently interesting and practical. 

Suppression of Urine, Clinical Descriptions and Analyses 
OF Symptoms. By E. P. Fowler, M. D. Ninety-three Clinical 
Cases, with illustrations, tables and diagrams. New York: 
William Wood & Co. 1881; oc. 86 pages. 

The above is an interesting work on the subject treated, being a 
paper presented to the New York Medical and Chirurgical Society, 
December, 1880. 



A College for Medical Practitioners has been inaugurated at 
St. Louis, Mo. Object: To teach practitioners, by practical in- 
struction, the practical branches of Medicine and Surgery. 
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North Carolina Pharmaceutical Association. — The Sec- 
ond Annual Meeting of this Association will be held in New Berne, 
on August 9th. Mr. T. C. Smtth, of Charlotte, is Secretary, Mr. 
F. W. Hancock, of New Berne, will attend to all local business, 
such as taking charge of exhibits, etc. 

The Governor of the State has appointed the following gentle- 
men as the Board of Pharmacy for the State of North Carolina: 
William Simpson, of Raliegh; W. H. Green, of Wilmington; A. 
S. Lee, of Raleigh; E. M. Nadal, of Wilson; E. H. Meadow, of 
New Berne. — A'i^w Remedies. 



RECEIPTED. 

IttSl.— Drs. J. P. Stevens, M. L. MahaflV, Joseph Jones. 

1882.— Drs. Z. T. Young, T. A. Gibson, L. W. Uoleman, M. D. Miles, W. A. Cul- 
l>ertM>n, M. V. B. Miller, J. F. Earnest, 8. J. Ellis, W. T. McConnell, JaA. F. Brooks, 
K. L. Sloan, T. T. Smith, J. Myers, M. T. Grant, S. 8. Potter, E. B, Kitcherslde, to 
September, 1882, M. V. Aman. 



SFECIA.L ]SrOTICES. 



THE art of sugar-orating pills so as not to impair their solubiUtyi but to preserve 
the composition, keeping it soft and plaBtic, has acquired for MemirM. tfVamer A 
t^o., a world-wide reputation. Phyucians may rely upon the purity of the drugs 
usee!, and upon the mathematical nicety in which tJieir pills, ^'granules,*' and 
"parvules" are divided. Every doctor may t>e his own dru^iist, and at the same 
time save himself the drudgery of it by using WARNER'S preparations. A bottle 
of Quinine Pills recently sent us by this Arm satisfies us that this Arm is fully main- 
taining its reputation.— ^(mYA Carolina Medical Journal^ JiUy, 1879. 

PARKE, DAVIS A CO.— The enterprise of this great house, located at Detroit, 
Michigan, is perhaps unprecedented. Their efforts in bringing new and foreign 
remedies before the Profession, despite the opposition which has been made, have 
been eminently successfal, and their late enterprise. The Wwking BuUeUn, in which 
they will give and put upon record the botany and description of drugs, with ex- 
periments and reports as to their properties and effects, must prove of essential and 
permanent interest and usefulness to the Profession and to Science, adding to the 
armamentarium of the practitioner and enlarging our pharmaceutical literature. 

Dr. W. H. Warker, of Glrard. Kansas, says : I have used CELERINA in sev- 
eral cases, and have not been disappointed In its efTects. 

In a severe case of enteric (typhoid fever), 1 used no other anodyne. It allayed 
all pain in the bowels, and with the addition of tannin, controlled an Involuntary 
and colliquative diarrhcea. I used no opiate in this grave disease for the first time 
i n my practice. 

NOW that the father of antiseptic surgery has placed carbolic acid under ban, 
find recommended eucalyptus as an efficient substitute for it, we would advise phy- 
sicians to give L,I8TERIJsE a trial. Eucalyptus is one of its constituents ; and the 
preparation, bein^ a perfect solution, is presented in a form most convenient for 
general \xsiQ,—Loutaviae Medical Neics^ June 25M, 1881. 

More of ELI^IOTT'S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
Ji)lned. One thousand have been shipped to different pfurts of the country since Jan- 
uary ist. The proprietor invites a thorough Investigation and comparuon of every 
Baa in the market. The U. S. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL*r 
LIOTT. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. MELL.IER, 709 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

JOHNSTON'S FI.VIB BEEP is an article that can be safely recommended 
OS a concentrated natural agent. We have tried it in low states of the system and 
found it an admirable article. In the diarrhoeas of Infants, wherein the child is 
taken from the breast, and is dying of Inanition, a little of this fluid beef has been 
known to support the child and save life. Try it. 

HTDROlrEIir E.— Dr. Truesdale, of Mt. Jackson, Pen nsy 1 vania, writes : I have 
used **Hydrolelne" In a number of cases In my practice for the last three or four 
months, and where It has been thoroughly tested, am well pleased with it» efTects. 
I am satisfied it Is much superior to God-Liver Oil— that its effect are more perceptible, 
and that it is devoid of that dlsagreeableness and unpleasant eructation wi«ich almast 
uniformly attends the use of Cod- Liver Oil. I am satisfied that it is an admimble rein- 
♦^dy in the treatment of phthisis.^'— See Kidder & I^inl's advertisement. 
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REMARKS ON HOTZ'S OPERATION FOR ENTROPION 
AND TRICHIASIS, WITH SEVEN CASES. 



BY A. G. HOBBS, M. D., 

Profeesor of Diseases of Eye, Ear and Throat in the Southern Medical College, 

Atlanta, Georgia. 



Bead before the Georgia State Medical Association. 



An entropion is a turning in of the free border of the eye-lid, 
with a consequent displacement of the ciliae inwards — the latter 
condition being known as trichiasis. 

Trichiasis may exist without entropion, by a simple displace- 
ment of the lashes inwards, but an entropion could not well exist 
without a trichiasis. 

Entropion is most frequently the sequel of trachomatous con- 
junctivitis. The cicatricial contractions that result from trachoma 
draw upon the free margin of the lid, and this force, together 
with the contractions of the fibres of the orbicularis muscle, may 
with greater facility invert the lids of old people and debilitated 
persons with lax fibre and flabby skin, than <hose of young per- 
sons or robust individuals with firm and tense integument, though 
it is not infrequent that we meet with entropion even in these 
latter cases, where the trachomatous cicatrix is very firm and 
binding. 
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This incurvation of the tarsal cartilage is greatly facilitated by 
the diminished resistance of the cartilage (due to some infiltration 
in acute inflammation like trachoma). Upon this view have been 
founded the various methods of operation for the cure of entro- 
pion. Heretofore all these operations — though difiering some- 
what in detail — have been founded upon the common idea that it 
requires a strong traction power to bring an inverted eye-lid back 
to its normal position, and operators have naturally fallen into the 
error that by shortening the integument of the lid and producing 
a vertical cicatrix, that they could, in this manner, bring about 
sufficient traction force to pull the eye-lid back to its normal posi- 
tion. But experience has proven that even though the amount ot 
integument taken from the lid be so great and the resultant cica- 
trix so strong that the lids cannot be closed, the entropion is not 
always remedied. 

The question then is warranted, whether the. idea of a strong 
traction is not altogether erroneous.^ or at least whether or not the 
traction has not been wrongly applied.^ In other words, whether 
the force is not wasted without affecting the free edge of the 
lid? 

All the old operations have, then, been founded upon an error, 
as has been proven by the introduction of a new and more rational 
principle. 

Dr. F. C. Hotz, of Chicago, was the first to describe this new 
principle to the profession, and since the introduction of this new 
operation, known by his name, it has become almost as universal 
for oculists of this country to resort to it as to Graefe's method of 
extracting hard cataracts. 

In the language of Dr. Hotz, it is not difficult to demonstrate 
the erroneousness of the old operation, by a very few simple ex- 
periments: "Every oculist makes the experiment unconsciously 
when he wants to scrutinize the inside edge of a lid; and every 
physician may easily make it in order to convince himself of the 
correctness of the following observations: If you place a slightly 
bent probe upon the upper lid at the line of the upper border of 
the cartilage while the eye is closed, and then press the probe very 
slightly backwards and upwards, you will be astonished at the 

small amount of pressure it requires to overcome the worst degree 
of entropion. The inverted edge quickly and readily turns out as 
soon as the tension of the skin is slightly increased by the presure 
of the probe.'' If you compare this slight force with the amount 
of traction as represented by the width of the fold of skin which 
would have to be excised for the removal of the same degrees of 
inversion, the difference is quite obvious. 



* 
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Then if these experiments be true> the tractive force that is neces- 
sary tor the cure of an entropion is very small, if applied in the 
right direction. 

A series of observations with reference to this point has lately 
-proven that entropion is not in reality what it has always been 
thought to be, 1. c, a turning in of the free border of the cartilage 
proper, but it is nothing more nor less than a rolling in, or in other 
words, an inversion of the external integument; the skin near the 
edge is rolled in toward the conjunctiva, thereby giving the edge 
the peculiar rounded appearance, while the cartilage remains un- 
changed in shape and position. 

Blepharospasm, which is an essential feature in the production 
of entropion, a(fects the integument rather than the tarsus. As 
«oon as the spasm begins the skin is seen to move toward the free 
•edge, and to be gathered into numerous horizontal folds. 

This phenomenon, according to Stellwag, is due to the action of 
the orbicularis muscle, its fibres sandwiched between skin and 
tarsal cartilage and fascio-tarse-orbitalis run from one commissure 
to the other, those next the free edge are almost horizontal in 
•course, the further they are removed from the margin the greater 
the curve of the arch thev describe. When these arched fibres 
-are shortened by contraction, their curves must become more or 
less straightened, because their origin and insertion are fixed and 
immovable points. 

This change of curvature cannot be accomplished but by a 
-change in position, 1. e., the middle portion of the muscle must 
■make a decided movement toward the edge of the lid in order to 
4ipproach as near as possible the straight line which is the shortest 
distance between the two commissures. 

Now, this muscle is connected by cellular tissue with the skin 
and with the tarsal cartilage; the skin being movable, will readily 
follow the movements of the muscular fibres, as it can be seen 
•during each spatic action of the orbicularis to move downwards 
and become wrinkled. The tarsus, on the other hand, is too fixed 
to follow the action of the muscle. Now the cellular tissue and 
integument of the lid will, by this oft repeated blepharospasm, be- 
come loosened from the cartilage beneath and hang in a fold over 
its free border. 

This displacement or dropping down of the integument and 
orbicularis fibres then, is the direct and common cause of entro- 
pion. With these changes the ciliaB are naturally displaced, and 
their direction changed — trichiasis. 

Opeaators have heretofore thought to correct this condition by 
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simply excising an elliptical fold of integument from the lid; in 
other words, they excised what they considered the superfluous 
skin, hoping by this shortening of the integument to render the 
traction sufficient to pull back the inverted lid to its normal po- 
sition. 

The explanation of the frequent failures of this operation is that 
it gains no fixed point of traction, and the loose integument at the 
upper part of the orbit and just beneath the brow immediately 
slips down to fill up the gap made by the wound; especially does 
this take place in old persons whose skin is flabby and loose, and 
in many cases the operation has been performed as many as four 
times on the same person without succeeding in gaining a fixed 
point of traction sufficient to overcome the entropion. 

Another and still older operation for the relief of the trichiasis 
that follows entropion, was to split the free border of the lid inter- 
nal to the ciliae, and by a counter incision on the outside remove a 
quadrangular piece of the lid border containing the roots of the 
ciliae; this, of course, removed the irritation produced by the e\'e- 
lashes rubbing on the ball and allowed the cornea to regain its 
transparency, but it left a bald eye, which was ever afterwards an 
unsightly object. 

I will now describe the operation* as first performed by Hotz» 
and I do not think 1 can better do it than by using a part of his 
language : 

^'After the patient has been etherized an assistant fixes the skin 
of the brow against the upper orbital margin, the centre of the 
free edge of the lid is then seized with a pair of forceps and 
drawn do w^n wards till the skin is moderately stretched. While 
the lid is held in this position, the point of a scalpel is applied 
2 m.m. over the inner canthus and drawn across the lid in a hori- 
zontal line to a point 2 m.m. above the external canthus. 

*'As soon as the integument is cut the incision is changed into a 
gaping wound by the reaction of its upper border. Sometimes 
the muscular layer is cut with the skin and the cartilage at once; 
if not, the orbicularis is divided by a few careful strokes of the 
knife, keeping close to the lower border of the incision. 

*'The forceps which have been used for the purpose of drawing- 

the lid downwards are now taken ofl' to allow the lid to recover 
its natural position. 

**The assistant applying forceps to the middle of the lower bor- 
der of the wound, everts the skin to expose the muscle, and with 
a pair of fine forceps the muscular fibres next to the border of the 
skin are grasped and dissected ofT to the extent of a strip 3 or 4 
m.m in width all along the border from canthus to canthus." 
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In making the sutures fine black silk is preferable, because its 
color is innocuous and it can be easier seen in the removal of the 
stitches. 

Four or five sutures are usually requisite for a nice and perfect 
closure of the wound. The cutaneous borders are nicely approxi- 
mated, and together drawn firmly down to the upper border of the 
cartilage, by first making a surgical knot and then pushing it down 
with both fingers in the same manner in which we close the liga- 
ture of a deeply situated artery. 

The treatment after the operation is very simple; cold water 
compresses are grateful to the patient, and useful in so far as they 
limit the reactive swelling. After 24 or 36 hours, all dressings may 
be left off" with directions to keep the eye clean. The sutures 
should be removed on the third day, when the wound will ge*.er- 
ally be found to be healed by first intention. 

Since I saw this operation first performed in New York, now 
nearly two years ago, I have made it seven times, and in all of the 
seven with the best success. Three were upon the upper lid, and 
two upon the lower, and two upon both the upper and lower lids. 
In the first one of these latter cases, where there was an entropion 
and trichiasis of both upper and lower lids, I made the Hotz 
•peration upon both lids at one sitting, but the inflammation and 
<Bdema that followed was so violent that I determined in the next 
case to make the operations separate. A few weeks afterwards I 
operated upon the other case in which both lids were affected, but 
upon one lid at a time, and thus avoided a great part of the in- 
flammatory reaction that was the result in the first. The final 
result in both cases, however, was good. 

Case third was in a young woman who had suffered for ten 
years with trachoma which resulted in entropion and trichiasis. 
The lids were almost bald, most of the larger cilise having been 
epilated. 

I made a Hotz operation upon both upper lids, and in three 
months she had long luxuriant lashes and the pannus had so much 
cleared up that her vision was increased from 20-c to 20-XL. 
> Case 4 — Was a partial trichiasis of only \ inch of the upper 

lid. The cilise in this space had been time and again epilated 
when he came to me for a radical cure. I made a single incision 
\ inch in length near the upper border of the tarsal 'cartilage 
dissected out a small part of the muscle; took one stitch to bind 
the integument of the lower side down to the cartilage, when the 
wound healed by first intenton and the lashes of the affected por- 
tion came into line with the others. 
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Case 5 — Was a typical case of complete inversion of the lower 
lid with the cilia rolled up in the lower cul-de-sae of the coujnnc- 
tiva — the patient had suffered from granular lids for twelve years. 
The old treatment of this case would have been either to excise a 
transverse fold ot the integument of the lid or to insert through 
the base of a transverse fold two or three ligatures. 

Tne most serious objection to either of these operations is that 
they depend for their success upon two conditions: — the contrac- 
tion of cicatricial tissue and the state of the integument upon the 
cheek; that is to say, we would have to rely upon one unknown 
quantity, an X as mathematicians would express it, for we cann6t 
know how much or how little the scar may shrink; we trust, there- 
fore, the ultimate result of the operation to an agency which is en- 
tirely beyond our control, and consequently should not be sur- 
prised if all of our calculations, based upon an unknown quantity, 
X, should deceive us in its results. Again, if the integument of 
the cheek be loose, the permanent success is still more likely to be 
illusory than before. 

In order to evert the border of the lid the integument has by 
the operation been shortened to produce the requisite traction, but 
to make this traction effective and successful, the opposite end of 
the contracting cicatricial band must be firmly and immovably fixed ;. 
if not, the traction will operate upon both ends and the greater the 
degree of mobility alone will decide which will be moved the 
most. 

If the integument of the cheek be firm, it forms a tolerably good 
basis for the traction; but if it be fiacid, as it is in old people, it will 
be seen that the skin will move upwards rather than the en- 
tropion will be overcome. Hence the advantage of Hotz's opera- 
tion on the lower as well as the upper lid, in that it attaches the 
integument to the border of the tarsal cartilage and thus gives a 
solid basis for traction. 

The next case did not differ in any material respect from case: 
four, except that I made the operation in only one eye. But case 
seven was the most interesting of all, since it gave the most perfect 
results. Male, age about thirty, who had been suffering from en- 
tropion and trichiasis for about eighteen years, the cilia of both 
upper lids had an abnormal position in the lower cul-de-sac, and if 
the lids were suflSclently opened to pull them from this position^, 
on closing them again a violent spasm of the orbicularis would 
follow and continue till the lashes were replaced under the lower 
lid. 

The result of this condition after so many years, was a dense 
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opacity of not only the upper portion of the cornea, but through- 
out its whole extent. 

On making a Hotz operation upon this patient, on account of 
the flabby condition of the integument of the lids, I made a conic- 
al incision and dissected out the intervening integument 

His vision was only 20-cc at the time of the operation, but in 
two months after the cilia had been lifted from the cornea his vision 
rose to 2o-]xx, and with a 10 glass it rose to 20-xl, and I have no 
doubt that as the opacity of the cornea gradually clears up his vis- 
ion, with a ten glass, will reach 20-xxx. 

The wound healed kindly, leaving the ciliae in a perfectly normal 
position, and only a small transverse cicatrix. 

To briefly recapitulate the advantages of this operation over all 
others: 

1. Less of the integument is sacrificed, and consequently the scar 
is less unsightly. 

2. The possibility of a relapse after the operation is inappreci- 
ably small. 

3. One operation is, as a rule, suflicient to correct the deformity, 
because the distal border of the cartilage gives a fixed point for 
traction. 

4. The wound, as a rule, heals by first intention, whereas when 
so much integument is sacrificed suppuration is the rule. 

5. Its superiority over all other operations is more marked in old 
persons with flabby and loose skin, because of the impossibility to 
otherwise gain a fixed point for traction in such cases. 



SYPHILITIC ULCERATION OF THE EYE-LID (CON- 
JUNCTIVA) IN THE INFANT. 

BY A. W. CALHOUN, M. D., 
Profeflsor of Kye, Ear and Throat Dimases in the Atlanta Medical College. 



In the adult, we are accustomed to seeing syphilis in some form 
or other, take hold of almost any and ever}' part of the body; and 
even in the infant, h. is not unusual that the disease manifests 
itself secondarily in various ways; but it is so seldom the case that 
syphilitic ulceration takes place upon the mucous membrane of 
the eye-lid, that I am induced to report the following history: 

It is now eight years since Mr. A. J. M. contracted primary 
syphilis. The disease progressed uninterruptedly till a portion of 
the upper jaw and a part of the bones of the nose were destroyed, 
without, however, much disfigurement. Upon the supposition 
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that he had been cured, he married four years ago, and in due 
course of time a son was born, who was, at birth, and up to the 
present remains, a specimen of robust health. 

One year ago another son was born, who, from birth, has been 
a typical specimen of hereditary syphilis.* Copper colored 
blotches first appeared over the entire body, then eczema upon 
the scalp with enlargement of the cervical glands, then ulceration 
of the right pre-auricular glands. Two months back, phlyctenu- 
lar corneitis began, the phlyctenules running together and break- 
ing down into deep corneal ulcers in each eye, causing the pain 
and photophobia and other distressful symptoms so often met with 
in children with so-called "scrofulous sore-eyes." 

The eve disease had been in existence two months when the 
child came under my observation, and in addition to the extensive 
ulceration of each cornea, the following condition of the lid ap- 
peared: The left upper lid was swollen and angry-looking, and 
extended downwards over and covered the lower lid. Upon 
everting the lid, a very characteristic syphilitic ulcer was found to 
occupy the centre of the conjunctiva, being near the size of a three 
cent silver coin. It had the ragged and undermined edges, the 
dirty surface and other marked appearances, which so readily dis- 
tinguishes the specific ulcer from all other varieties. Aside from 
the father's history and the general condition of the child, the 
ulcer itself left no doubt as to the diagnosis. 

The little patient was immediately put upon anti-syphilitic treat- 
ment. Iodide potass, was given in 2 grain doses and gradually 
pushed to 15 grains 3 times daily, with the happiest result. The 
sulphide of calcium was also given in J^ grain doses, mixed 
with a little sugar of milk, for its alterative efl^ect. As local appli- 
cations, the sulph. atropia (gr. j to 5J) was used upon the eyes for 
its curative influence upon the corneal ulcers, and an ointment of 
the yellow oxide of mercury (gr. y^ to 3j) applied to the edges of 
the lids which had become excoriated by the profuse lachrymation. 
The eyes *vere kept as free from matter as practicable, but through- 
out the treatment, no application was made Xo the conjunctival 
ulcer. The child has now been under treatment one month, and 
the syphilitic ulceration of the lid and every external symptom or 
the disease has disappeared, though the phlyctenular inflammation 
of the cornea still remains to a slight degree. 

The history of this case is recorded, not because of the rapid 
recovery under this particular treatment, but because of its unfre- 

*NoTS.-~No attempt will be made here to explain why the first child was free 
from syphilis, and the second had it. The mere fact is given. 
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^uent occurrence. In so far the case is of special interest. I 
liave met with a few similar cases amongst adult hospital patients, 
l)ut neither in a very large hospital experience, nor in a private 
practice of a good number of years and comprising many thous- 
:ands of patients, have I ever before seen the disease upon the 
mucous membrane of the eye-lid, in the infant. 



CASES IN PRACTICE. 



BY A. A. DAVIDSON, M. D., OF MILAN, TENN. 



Having recently seen interesting items in the Record, on 
^tropia, also on liquor ammonise, I send you the following cures 
which are at your disposal: 

Case I. — Convulsions — In July, 1876, John Cunningham, aged 
19 years, was attacked with violent convulsions from some trouble 
•of the biain-, they lasted him several weeks, and were so violent, 
at times, it would take four or five men to hold him still. Had 
nine physicians to see him during the time; all the remedies failed 
to have the desired effect, till I put him on large doses brom. potash, 
40 to 90 grains at a dose, in conjunction with extract belladonna, 
i *^ i g'*^*'^* which gave him immediate and permanent relief. 

During his illness I concluded to try the antagonistic properties 
t of opium and belladonna. I injected hypodermacally, 1-50 grain 

atropia, and in thirty minutes his pulse went up 30 beats; pupils di- 
lated ; countenance assumed a distressed expression, skin purple, 
with spots and rashes on it, and he seemed to try to tear himself 
to pieces; scarcely could restrain him from violence; so much sd 
that I became a little alarmed. I injected ^ grain morphine, and 
in twenty minutes his pulse fell to ninety, a reduction of thirty 
beats, and he became as calm as before. 

Case II — Injury to the Eye by Spirits of Ammonia. — I see 
in the last number of the Record an account of a lady losing her 
•eye by the explosion of an ammonia vial. About three months ago 
I received a box of drugs from Memphis, opened it and took out 
•a bottle of aqua ammoniae and put it on a shelf in my office, and it 
had a rubber cork in it, which excited the curiosity of my little 
"boy, aged seven years. He took the bottle down, and the stopper 
flew out, and the liquid flew in his right eye and over his face. I 
was a few hundred yards from the house; was summoned to come 
to him in great haste — found him suffering intense pain, and bath- 
ing his eye with cold water, I opened it and found the conjunc- 
tiva very red and swollen. As I had been a practicing oculist for 
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twenty years, I set about applying remedies. The first thing I did 
was to drop in a sohition of sulph. morphia to give ease; next I 
used atropia, two grains to ounce, two or three times a day; kept 
him on this prescription for several days; also used cloths dipped 
in tea water, on the lid, alternated with mucilage of slippery elm. 
bark. 

The most severe and intense photophobia came on immediatery„ 
in both eyes, so much so that I was not able for three days to see 
their actual condition. His eye was very much swollen and ex- 
ceedingly tender. On the fourth day he was able to dpen his eyes 
a little, from which time he recovered rapidly, with no bad results. 

I think iYiQ prompt and active treatment saved his eye. His face 
was not damaged. 

Case IH — Large doses Fowler's Solution without Fatal. 
Results — I had a case of typhoid fever, a young lady, a few years, 
ago, and her father came to get some medicine for her sister, older 
than herself, for tertian ague, of long standing. I gave him a half 
ounce vial of Fowler's solution, with directions to give ten drops 
three times a day; also sent my typhoid case four ounce bottle 
turpentine emulsion, to be given in teaspoontul doses every two 
liours. Her father forgot the directions, and reversed the direc- 
tions, and gave the Fowler's solution in teaspoonful doses every 
two hours till the young lady took three drachms in four hours,. 
She soon became greatly prostrated, eyes swollen, tongue enlarged 
and protruded, and became paralyzed all over, so much so she 
could net raise hand or foot. The first thing she remembered or 
desired was onions\ she ate some of them and soon recovered. 
She had no vemiting or purging, nor has she ever had any after 
unpleasant effects. 

Mr. Editor, will you or any one explain her rapid recovery from 
so poisonous an agent, or did the onions cure her? 



GRAPE SUGAR AND GLUCOSE. 



BY J. M. TALLMAN. 



The following sketch is not intended by the writer to be a com- 
plete description of the above named articles of commerce which, 
have recently become such important factors to the grocery, con- 
fectionery and brewing interests; but it will simply cover the im- 
portant features of the process of manufacturing and to give ta 
the outside world a litttle light respecting what will become, and 
in fact is, one of the important industries of the day. 

The terms grape sugar and glucose are used to designate the 
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two forms in which the article is sold by the manufacturer. Grape 
sugar is the solid and glucose the liquid form. It is made from 
starch by the action of sulphuric acid, or oil of vitrol. The first 
stage in the manufacture is the production of starch. This is made 
from the Indian corn of commerce ; that which possesses the 
largest amount of starch having the preference over corn of smal- 
ler kernels and consequently less starch. 

The corn separated from the cob is placed in large vats with 
boiling water, and there undergoes a steeping process of about 
forty-eight hours duration, during which time the water is changed 
occasionally ; this serves to swell the kernel to nearly twice its. 
natural size and softens it very materially. 

The mass is then run through mill-stones, which grind it to a 
fine pulp. With a large percentage of water in this, there are the 
starch, gluten and woody fibre, etc. In order to separate the 
starch from this, the pulp is run over large frames covered with 
bolting cloth, similar to that used in flour mills; several small 
streams of water are also introduced, and the water falling on the 
pulp as it passes over the sieve, separates the starch from the hull 
which passes off", the starch falling into a trough underneath, from 
whence it is cenveyed to tubs of larger size, where it is allowed to- 
settle, and the water, which has by this time accumulated large 
quantities of dirt, etc., is allowed to drain ofl*. Caustic soda is 
then added in about the proportion of 600 pounds to each bushel 
of corn; this serves to further separate the starch' from the gluten. 
From the settling tubs it is allowed to run through long inclined 
troughs of a very slight elevation. Whilft the water, containing^; 
large quantities of starch, gluten, etc., is passing over these tables, 
as they are called, the starch slowly settles to the bottom, allowing 
the dirt, gluten and alkali to pass away. 

The now solid mass of starch is taken from the tables and after 
being broken up thoroughly in water, is pumped into tubs and 
agitated thoroughly; this further cleans it The result of this last 
manipulation is a clean starch, such as is used on our tables in pud- 
ding, etc., and in our laundries to stiffen and improve our shirts 
and other articles. The starch mixed with water is then poured 
into a large tub called a converter^ and it is here that the starch 
loses its identity, and in a high temperature is converted by the 
action of sulphuric acid into either grape sugar or glucose. 

If glucose is desired the liquid is boiled until, by the application 
of the iodine test (known to chemi&ts as the method for determin- 
ing the existence of starch), it shows that it has very nearly lost 
its character as starch, and the conversion is then stopped by 
drawing off* the liquid. Should grape sugar be desired, the pro- 
cess is carried still further until not a trace of starch is visible, and 
the liquid is all converted into sugar. We will now follow it from 
the converting tub to another large tank in which it lies perfectly 
passive, but possessing in its muddy looking mass a powerful agent 
and the one source from which are derived the many ideas 
regarding its poisonous character. I refer to the sulphuric acid. 
Were the substance left as it now is, and the article put upon the 
market,it would certainly serve to be severely handled by physicians. 
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parents, and all interested in the health of the people at large. It 
is a well-known fact that if marble dust is introduced into a liquid 
containing sulphuric acid, a chemical change takes place, and if a 
sufficient quantity is introduced, the acid in its entirety is absorbed, 
-and the two together become sulphate of lime, a precipitaie easily 
removed. This is the course pursued in neutralizing the acid, and 
to this end a test paper is applied to determine when the neutrali- 
sation has taken place; when this is accomplished the liquid is a 
sweet water, quite dirty however ; it is then passed through filter 
cloths of various degrees of fineness, and they eliminate the portion 
of the dirt, including the sulphate of lime. This water is then al- 
lowed to run through a larger tank containing burnt bone or char- 
coal. This takes unto itself what dirt has escaped the former filt- 
ering medium, and the now clear liquid although nearly as thin as 
water, is quite sweet. It is then introduced into a copper pan of 
large capacity, called a vacuum pan, and the process of evaporation 
goes on. As the liquid is slowly evaporated under the influence 
of heat, it assumes a thick, gummy character of a density of thirty- 
«ight to forty- two degrees Beaume. It is now ready for cooling 
.and shipping. Should it be grape sugar it is drawn into barrels or 
-boxes, where it rapidly cools and becomes solid and perfectly 
white; should it be glucose, and intended for confectioners' use, it 
is drawn into barrels, from which, owing to its density, it is quite 
difficult to abstract it unless by heating. Should the manufacturer 
wish to fill an order calling for syrup, he mixes with the still warm 
glucose about ten per cent, of its bulk of cane syrup, a liquid ob- 
•tained from cane sugar during the refining process. This syrup 
serves to sweeten the not too sw^et glucose, and imparts to it a 
bright yellowish color called by grocerymen "golden, and so la- 
l)eled on their syrup cask. The grape sugar maker sells to out- 
side parties the sugar in solid form. They, by the use of patented 
machinery, cut it into minute pieces and mix it with the cofiee 
sugars of commerce, in the proportion of eighty per cent, cane 
sugar and twenty per cent, grape sugar. This proportion will vary 
.somewhat, but is in the main correct. .The appearance of the mix 
ture is a very decided improvement over the appearaoce of the 
pure cane sugur. due to the fact that the cane sugar, being of a 
yellowish color, is made to look much lighter, when mixed with 
the white gry>e. The consumer, unless very well posted, cannot 
detect the difference, and obtains sugar of much lighter color for 
the same amount of money than he would otherwise pay for a 
dark, yellow grade. 

The confectionery trade uses a large quantity of both glucose 
and sugar in the manufacture of all grades of confectionery. Brew- 
ers are very large consumers, as well as jelly and wine manufac- 
turers; printers mix glucose with glue and use it for inking their 
type. Thus it is rapidly becoming a popular necessity. It cheap- 
ens the food and when properly made does not hurt the stomach. 
There is only the one chance for it to be injurious to the human 
system, and that is in the existence of acid, which cannot occur if 
the manufacturer is careful to thoroughly neutralize it; if this is 
done it contains nothing that is harmful. It is estimated that the 
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entJi'e consumption of corn this ensuing year, for this purpose^ 
will be between ten and eleven millions of bushels, of which 
quantity Buffalo alone requires about six millions. — Phy. and Surff^ 
Investigator, 

REMARKS ON INTESTINAL PARASITES. 



BY F. P. HENRY, M. D. 

BeadbeforetheClinlcalSection of the Philadelphia COQDty Medical Society, Janu- 
ary 31, 1883. 



The subject of human parasites, upon which I was requested, at 
rather short notice, to make some remarks this evening, is so com- 
prehensive that, were I to undertake to refer to them all, within 
the limit of time allotted me, I could do little more than mention 
their names and those of the diseases to which they give rise. I 
have therefore decided to coniine myself to a few general observa- 
tions upon those varieties of worms which are most frequently 
found in the intestines of man. Of these the principal are the As- 
carts lumhricoides^ the Oxyuris vermicularis^ and the different 
kinds of tape- worm. The first two are by far the n»ost common, 
owing to their universal prevalence and the readiness with which 
specimens are obtained, we are thoroughly acquainted with their 
anatomy, both as embryos and as mature individuals. Neverthe- 
less, the most competent helminthologists acknowledge their com- 
plete ignorance of the manner in which the lumbricoid worm i&. 
first introduced into the system. Leuckart has fed dogs, pigs rab- 
bits and mice with the ripe eggs of the Ascaris lumhricoides^ and 
has made similar experiments on man, in both cases with negative 
results. It is probable that these worms are introduced into the 
stomach in an embryonic form. Niemeyer has suggested the pos- 
sibility of their finding entrance into the system through the use 
of bad flour, and refers to the observations of Stein, who found 
entozoa in weevils. 

The Oxyuris vermicular is is developed directly from the t^%^ 
and this is one of the reasons of its persistent stay in the intestines, 
for by self infection tbe eggs are constantly swallowed by children 
and others who are careless in regard to habits of cleanliness. Self- 
infection is caused by scratching the anus and neighboring partis 
and subsequently conveying the eggs into the mouth. This may 
happen in the case of persons who are tolerably cleanly in their 
habits; for Zenker has frequently found mature eggs under the 
nails of those afHicted with these parasites. 

It is thought by many that the principal habitat of th Oxyuris is. 
the rectum, and this theoiy has led to a treatment that is at best but 
palliative. " The generally -prevalent idea," says Heller, " and thai 
which is upheld in all the books, that the Oxyuris inhabits the rec- 
tum, is entirely false." The mature males inhabit chiefly the 
small intestine; the pregnant females chiefly the csecum, where 
they remain until they are distended with eggs. They then de- 
scend to the rectum and deposit their eggs. The young, when 
hatched, immediately migrate to the small intestine. 
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The treatment of the Oxyuris recommended by Heller is one of 
saline catharsis, and of enemata so administered as to reach the 
eascum. The cathartic part of this treatment is based upon the ob- 
servation that in choleraic conditions vast quantities of parasitic 
ova are often expelled. The appearance of these ova in the stools 
of cholera patients led to a curious blunder both in Germany and 
England, where they were regarded as a fungus peculiar to that 
disease. Another species of worm, the Trichocephalus dispar^ 
having been frequently found in the stools of typhoid fever pa- 
tients, has been regarded by some as the cause of that affection. 
The symptoms due to the presence of the round worm scarcely 
suffice for a diagnosis. There can be no doubt that in some cases 
grave disturbance of the nervous system, in others intestinal ca- 
tarrh, is casued by them, while in perhaps the most numerous class 
of cases they give rise to no symptoms that cannot be referred to 
ordinary causes. 

Formerly it was the custom to attribute almost every digestive 
disorder occurring during childhood to the presence of worms. 
Now there appears to be a tendency to go to the opposite extreme, 
and to deny that they are the cause of any symptoms whatever. 
Heller remarks upon this tendency, and warns against it, although, 
says he, " there is little likelihood of our going so far as to look on 
them as the guardian angels* of thildren, ever ready to help them 
in their time of need." 

The treatment of lumbricoid worms is too well known for me 
to comment upon it There is one point concerning it, however, 
which seems to me of some interest, and that is the fact that frac- 
tional grain doses of santonin retain their full activity after having 
passed through the stomach. Many physicians are sceptical as to 
the effect of small dosesof drugs administered with a view to pro- 
duce an alterative effect upon the small and large intestine; but 
facts like that above given should induce them to be cautious about 
rejecting any remedy upon mere hypothetical grounds. 

The most interesting fact concerning the tape- worm is the com- 
plexity of its mode of existence. Its ova, being discharged from 
the intestine of man, are swallowed by another animal, in whose 
tissues they reach the larval stage of their existence. These lar- 
vae, being in turn swallowed by man, reach the mature stage of 
their development in his intestine. This cyclical method of growth 
is in the highest degree opposed to the existence of the parasite, 
and is counterbalanced by its enormous fertility. According to E. 
Wagner, "in the case of the tape-worm, out of eighty-five millions 
of eggs, only one is developed again into a tape- worm." 

Though many species of tape-worm are known to exist, four 
only are of interest and importance to the practical physician: 
these are, Toenia solium^ Taenia mediO'Conellata^ Tcenia echinoccus^ 
and Bothriocephialus lotus. 

Of these, the designation of the first is very ill chosen, indeed, I 
have found it impossible to ascertain what Linnseus intended by it 

If, as some think, he means solitary, — an absurd supposition, in 
my opinion, — he must have been mistaken as to the habits of this 
parasite ; for when a number of tape-worms .inhabit the intestine 
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they are almost invariably of the solium variety. I have consulted 
a distinguished classical scholar of this city, a member of our own 
profession, who acknowledges his inability to interpret the term 
solium as used in connection with Toenia, Such, however, is the 
weight of authority that, notwithstanding the obscurity surround- 
ing this word, I shall continue to stultify myself by its employ- 
ment. 

Heller objects to the term medio- conellata applied to the second 
variety, on the ground that it is founded upon an erroneous ana- 
tomical idea; and employs instead the term saginata^ stout or well 
fed, which it had originally received from Goeze. 

The diagnosis as to the kind of tapeworm present in a case may 
.be made by inspection of the segments voided per rectum. It is im- 
portant that the variety of worm be clearly ascertained, for nervous 
.-symptoms occurring in an individual who is or has been the host 
of the Tcenia solium should lead to the suspicion of the presence 
•of the tape- worm larva, the Cysticercus cellulosoe^ in some portion 
of the nerve-centres. 

The chief seal of the Cysticercus is the intermuscular connec- 
tive tissue, after which come the brain and the eye. In the latter 
:situation Von Graefe was able in four cases to watch the develop- 
iment of th^ entoozoon from the time of itis appearance beneath the 
retina, which it pushes before it, causing a more or less extensive 
detachment, until its eruption into the vitreous humor, which, in 
the majority of cases, it makes its seat. An interesting case of in- 
traocular cysticerus recently occurred in the practice of Dr. James 
E. Garretson, of this city, and is reported by Dr. C. S. Turnbull in 
vol. xii. of the Transactions of the State Medical Society, to which 
I refe those interested in the subject. Another case of suspended 
intraocular cysticercus was recently exhibited by Dr. Garretson 
to the Pathological Society of Philadelphia. I had an opportunity 
of seeing it, and was struck with the remarkable similarity, 
both in size and shape, which it bore to a cysticercus. In reply 
to a note asking for the subse<^uent history of this case, Dr. 
'Garretson informs me that he has lost sight of the patient. 

When the Tcenia solium and its cysticercus are present in the 
:same case, what is the source of the latter ? This is an interest- 
ing question and one which has received different answers. Self- 
infection would be the answer of Heller, while Roberts consid- 
ers that they are derived from independent sources. The former 
method of the introduction of the cyst into the solid tissues of one 
who is the host of a tape -worm Seems to me the most probable. 
Self-infection may occur by detached segments being forced up- 
ward, during the act of vomiting, into the stomach, where, under- 
going digestion by the gastric juice, the eggs are liberated and are 
developed into cysticerci. Or it is perhaps permissible to suppose 
that such action may take place in the upper portion of the small 
intestine, within the sphere of the pancreatic secretion, which 
fluid, as is well known, contains a ferment called trypsin, which 
is capable of digesting proteids in an alkaline medium. The 
practical inference is to avoid as far as possible, in our treatment of 
^hose afl[licted with Tcenia solium^ such drugs as are likely to ex- 
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cite emesis. This is only important in the case of Taenia solium^, 
as the cysticerciis of no other variety is known to infest the tissues 
of man. 

The Tcenia cchinococcus is a parasite of the dog, existing only 
in its larval state in the human system. It possesses great interest 
to the pathologist, chiefly on account of the fact that in one of it^ 
forms. Echinococcuo multilocularis^ it was constantly mistaken for 
colloid cancer up to so late a period as 1856, when Virchow 
pointed out its true nature. 

The so-called hydatid cysts are rarely met with in this country^ 
But two specimens have been presented to the Pathological Society 
of Philadelphia, one by the late Dr. J. B. Mustin for Dr. Nancrede, 
recorded in vol. iii. of the Transactions; the other by Dr. Hutch-» 
inson, recorded in vol. iv. 

An exceedingly rare specimen of Tcenia^ the Tcenia nana, was 
exhibited by Dr. E. A. Spooner, of this city, before the College of 
Physicians in 1872. As far as I am aware, it had been previously 
observed only by Bilharz in Egypt. Heller, who had seen an ac-^ 
count of Spooner's specimen in a German periodical, was . in- 
clined, in the absence of a minute description of the head of thc^ 
animal, to regard it as a specimen of Txnia Jiavopanctata, which 
it is said to resemble. In length, however, and in the number of 
its segments. Dr. Spooner's specimen accurately corre^onds with 
the account given by Bilharz of the Tcenia nana. I am informed 
by Dr. Spooner that the patient who passed these worms h^s re- 
mained in good health ever since. 

There are other intestinal parasites to which I WQuld refer, did 
time permit. Among the most interesting of those remaining are^ 
the Jrichina spiralis and the Anchylostomum duodenale, Ii\ 
countries where the latter prevails, the cachexia to which it gives 
rise is liable to be confounded with pernicious anaemia; and evei\ 
in this country I would suggest that a careful search be made for 
this parasite in all autopsies in cases of supposed pernicious an- 
aemia. 

I have placed under the microscope the following specimens >— 
Trichina, free and in muscular tissue; proglottis oj Tcenia solium, 
Cysticercus cellulosce, Aearus scabiei, and Hchinococcus brood cap- 
sules, for the use of which, as well as for that of the microscopes, 
I am indebted to Mr. Walmsley, of the firm of R. & J. Beck. — 
Medical Times, 



THE TREATMENT OF DIPHTHERIA IN THE PAST 

EIGHT YEARS. 



Diphtheria has been of late one of the most written-up diseases 
in medicine. The diligent reader comes to regard the perennial 
flow of articles on the subject as a sad necessity of progress. 

Dr. Ernest Kormann, of Coburg, has done a work which is bet- 
ter than original. It is a review of the literature concerning the 
treatment of diphtheria in the past eight years. The number of 
contributions to this branch of the subject alone is very large, be - 
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ing nearly one hundred and seventy. It may be a source of grati- 
fication to know that Americans were authors of about one-eighth 
of these articles. The English contributions numbered only 
nine, and the French about the same. 

It would be impossible to give here any adequate summary of 
the many views expressed in these numerous papers, but some 
idea of their general tenor would be, we think, of interest. 

There are articles by twenty-four authors on the prophylaxis of 
diphtheria. These recommend various measures, most of which are 
known. The most complete harmony is on the subject of isola- 
tion and cleanliness. The next most unanimous recommendation 
is as to the value of frequent gargling. The agents oftenest recom- 
mended are potassium chlorate and lime-water. But many recom- 
mend salicylic acid, potassium, permanganate, astringents, myrrh, 
hot and cold water, carbolic acid, etc. Pencilling the throat with 
carbolic acid or other disinfectants is also^advised. Internal medicines 
receive fewer recommendations except m the case of infants who 
cannot gargle. Potassium chlorate, salicylic acid, iron, quinine, 
alcohol, are among the agents enumerated as of use. 

Upon the treatment of diphtheria proper there are one hundred 
and twenty-five contributions, with eighteen more upon the abor- 
tive treatment, making one hundred and forty-two in all. This rep- 
resents a great deal of futile activity; but fortunately science is 
helped by failures as well as success. 

A notable feature in the various contributions is that, no matter 
what the agent recommended, it is almost always an extremely ef- 
ficient one. The literature of the therapeutics of diphtheria is es- 
sentially constructive. Indeed it is too much so, and so judicious 
iconoclasm would be very useful. 

It is generally thought that when a disease has many drugs 
which are almost its specific, the real specific is nature. But Dr. 
Kormann suggests that this does not represent the whole truth for 
diphtheria. That disease may be in some cases or localities ver^' 
favorably influenced by a special remedy which is of less value at 
other times or places. However this may be, it is certain that no 
heterogeneity of remedial measures recommended will justify a 
physician in adopting an expectant plan ot treatment in the disease 
in question. 

And indeed, the diversity in modes of treatment is not funda- 
mentally at all great. 

We find that two authors recommend flowers of sulphur blown 
into the throat. Thirty-eight authors recommend the use of some 
disinfectant as the essential thing. 

Twelve give especial prominence to potassium chlorate; five to 
salts of iron; thirteen tomecury; four to local applications of chlo- 
ral hydrate : four to alcohol and other stimulants ; ten to the vola- 
tile oils and balsams (turpentine, eucalyptol, copaiva); twenty-six 
to pilocarpin; two to the application of digestive ferments. 

There is the largest number of contributions, as well as the 
greatest weight of authority in favor of some form of antiseptic 
and roborant treatment. 

The disinfectants recommended most are carbolic, salicylic, and 
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boracic acids. Permanganate of potassium, bromine, chlorine water, 
ozone, are also mentioned. 

But whether disinfectants are recommended or not, chlorate of 
potash is the agent oftentimes referred to in treatment. The tinc- 
ture of iron, so extensively used in America, receives less notice 
among the German writers. 

The use of pilocarpine is fully discussed. On the whole, it seems 
to be a failure. No one has gotten the result first claimed for it. 
It is not a specific, and several cases of collapse resulting appa- 
rently from its use are reported. 

The cases illustrating the action of the mercury salts (cyanide, 
bichloride, etc.,) are in some cases striking, but are too few for a 
satisfactory conclusion to be drawn regarding them. The methods 
of treatment by inhalation of oxygen, the use of digestive juices, 
fluoric acid, ^lime-juice, chloral, the balsams, etc., as yet have 
proved little for themselves. 

The abortive methods of treatment consist in the careful and 
complete removal of the first sign ot diphtheritic exudation; the 
very frequent spraying of the throat with weak solutions of salicylic 
acid, borac acid, or of brandy. The inhalation of steam with gar- 
gles of hot water, the local application of strong astringents, or of 
caustics, and the use of very large doses of alcohol, all of these va- 
rious measures received about equal commendation. 

It is apparent from a study of the literature which we have 
here referred to, thai diphtheria has no specific, nor is it likely to 
get one, until we find something which will cure all septic dis- 
eases. But, there has been progress made in the therapeutics of 
the disease, and an intelligent physician can save many lives by 
judicious treatment. — -A'^. jT. J fed. JRec. 



The Duties of Practitioners in Relation to their Profes- 
sional Services to Each Other, to their Families, Widows 
and Children. — All legitimate practitioners of medicine, their 
wives, and children while under the paternal care, are entitled 
( not as a matter of right, but by professional courtesy ) to the rea- 
sonable and gratuitous services — railway and like expenses ex- 
cepted — of the faculty resident in their immediate neighborhood, 
whose assistance may be desired. In the case, also, of near rela- 
tives who are more or less dependent upon a professional brother 
Mother than wealthy), it will likewise be well, at his request, to 
lorego or to modify the usual fee. On the other hand, a son or 
daughter altogether independent of the father, or the widow and 
children of a practitioner left in affluent circumstances, should be 
charged as ordinary patients, unless feelings of friendship or other 
special reasons render the attendant practitioner averse to profes- 
sional remuneration. In such case the rule need not apply. More- 
over, if a wealthy member of the faculty seeks professional ad- 
vice, and courteously urges the acceptance of a fee, it should not 
be declined; for no pecuniary obligation ought to be imposed on 
the debtor which the debtee himself would not wish to incur. — 
Proposed amendment to Code of Medical Ethics, British Medical 
Journal, 1882, p. 480. — Medical Times, 
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ABSTRACTS AND QLEANINGS. 



The Parasitic Nature of Tubercular Consumption. — Pro- 
fessor Tyndall has communicated to the London Times an account 
of results obtained by Dr. Koch, of Berlin, the investigation of the 
etiology of tubercular disease, as set forth by him in an address 
delivered March 24th, before the Physiological Society of Berlin. 

It was the aim of Dr. Koch to determine the precise character of 
contagion which previous experiments on inoculation and inhala- 
tion had proved to be capable of transferring, and reproducing 
tubercular consumption. 

In pursuing these investigations, Dr. Koch subjected the dis- 
eased organs of a great number ot men and animals to microscopic 
examination, and found, in all cases, the tubercles infested with a 
minute rod-shaped parasite, which, by means of a special dye, he 
differentiated from the surrounding tissue. It was, he says, in the 
highest degree impressive to observe in the centre of the tubercle 
cell the minute organism which had (Treated it. Transferring di- 
rectly by inoculation the tuberculous matter from diseased animals 
to healthy ones, he in every instance reproduced the disease. 

To meet the objection that it was not the parasite itself, but some 
virus in which it was imbedded in the diseased organs, that was 
the real contagium, he cultivated his bacilli artificially for long pe- 
riods of time, and through many successive generations. With a 
speck of matter, for example, from a tuberculous human lung he 
infected a substance prepared, after much trial, by himself, with 
the view of affording nutriment to the parasite. Here he permit- 
ted it. to grow and multiply. From this new generation he took a 
minute sample, and infected therewith fresh nutritive matter, thus 
producing another brood. Generation after generation of bacilli 
were developed in this way without the intervention of disease. 
At the end of the process, which sometimes embraced successive 
cultivations, extending over half a year, the purified bacilli were 
introduced into the circulation of healthy animals of various kinds. 
In every case inoculation was followed by the reproduction and 
spread of the parasite, and the generation of the original disease. 

In the course of his experiments Dr. Koch determined the lim- 
its of temperature between which the tubercle bacillus can develop 
and multiply to be 60° Fah., and a maximum of 104°. 

He concludes that, unlike the bacillus anthracis of splenic fever, 
which can flourish freely outside the animal body in the temperate 
zone, animal warmth is necessary for the propagation of the newly 
discovered organism. 

In a vast number of cases, Dr. Koch has examined the matter 
expectorated from the lungs of persons affected with phthisis, and 
found in it swarms of bacilli, while in matter expectorated from 
the lungs of persons not thus affected he has never found the or- 
ganism. The expectorated matter in the former cases was highly 
infective, nor did dying destroy its virulence. Guinea pigs infected 
with expectorated matter which had been kept dry for two, four 
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and eight weeks respectively, were smitten with tubercular dis- 
ease quite as virulent as that produced by fresh expectoration. Dr. 
Koch points to the grave danger of inhaling air in which particles 
of the dried sputa of consumptive patients mingles with dust of 
other kinds. 

Commenting upon this important communication from Prof. 
Tyrtdall, the London Times points out the significant fact that 
though the experiments of Dr. Koch seem as yet to have been 
carried no further than to the repeated cultivation of the tubercle 
bacillus in its original virulence, they will speedily be followed, as 
a matter of course, by attempts at cultivation in diminished intens- 
ity. The evidence even now, the Times continues, does not rest 
upon the labors of Dr. Koch alone, for Prof. Klebs, five 3'ears ago, 
declared the infective property of tubercle to be due to the pres- 
ence of a microphyte (practically a synomym for bacillus), and 
Dr. Schuller, of Griefswald, a resume of whose investigations was 
given by Mr. Simon to the International Medical Congress, has 
proved that the microphyte which characterizes tubercle charac- 
terizes also certain afl^ections popularly called scrofulous, such as 
diseased joints and glands, and that inoculation from any ot them^ 
or with a fluid in which the microphyte has been cultivated, will 
infect with general tuberculosis. Dr. Schuller, according to the 
same authority, has also made proposals for the treatment of tuber- 
cle on the basis of its micro-parasitic origin, and has shown the 
successful results of such treatment upon animals which he has 
inoculated. — Scientific American^ May 13th. 

• 

Prolonged Gestation. — In the May number of the New York 
Medical Journal and Obstetrical Review, Dr. Louis A. Roden- 
stein, of New York, reports four cases of prolonged gestation,, 
and remarks that the number of cases cited upon undouted au- 
thority by every writer on obstetrics, and the cases constantly re- 
ported as occurring under the personal observation of general 
practitioners, go to show that prolonged gestation is not a myth, 
and especially that it should not be explained away by questioning 
the virtue of the mother. How long the duration of the period of 
gestation can extend beyond the normal time is not yet determined* 
perhaps cannot be determined, but that it may extend over two 
months is apparently settled. The same principle is involved, 
whether the uterus tolerates the presence of the child three days, 
or one hundred and forty-five days (Prof Meigs' Report) after 
the natural term of gestation has expired. He believes that, after 
the uterus has performed its physiological function of gestation for 
the natural term, it rests from the work of gestation proper. Why 
does it not, then, exercise the function of expulsion? That ques- 
tion he does not attempt to answer, but believes that after gesta- 
tion has performed its proper and peculiar work the growth of 
the child is complete, and it thereatter lies dormant in the womb. 
Otherwise the child would grow to huge size, and its delivery in 
the natural way would be impossible; whereas in the case cited 
the size of the child at the expiration of the period of prolonged, 
gestation was normal. — Detroit Clinic. 
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Vehicle for Salicylic Acid. — I have been, for three years 
past, using the following: R. — Salicylic acid, ^ 5i 1^- acet. ammo- 
nia, Jij; syr. limonis, jij; aqua^, 3U« M- Sig. — One teaspoonful 
every hour. 

The amount of salicylic acid can be doubled in case it is neces- 
sary, without changing the amount of the other ingredients, and 
given as frequently. Sometimes the syrup of lemon is not at hand, 
«nd then I proceed thus: R. — Salicylic acid, Ji; liq. acet. ammo- 
nia, iviiy, aquae, 3^'"j- M. Sig. — One teaspoonful every two or 
three hours. 

As effervescence takes place when adding the acet. ammonia, it 
is best to make the mixture in some broad, tolerably deep vessel, 
and after subsidence pour it off. This is a most eligible prepara- 
tion, as the taste is effectually concealed, and it is, in fact, quite 
pleasant to take. By having the ammonia in the mixture, we sub- 
serve an important end, viz: the prevention of the formation of 
heart clots, which, it is said, is not of unfrequent occurrence in 
rheumatism, and the detachment of which produc'*s such dire and 
often fatal effects. Instead of the traditional "six weeks in bed," 
I usually have my patients able to hobble about in from four to 
eight days. One case in particular, in which all the joints of the 
iower extremity, and all of the upper, except the left shoulder, el- 
bow and wrist, were intensely swollen, so that it w'as inpossible 
for him to move in bed, yielded so rapidly to the effects of the 
remedy, that at the end of four days he could hobble about on 
crutches, and I discharged him on that day. As this was a severe 
case, I gave a tablespoonful of the second prescription every two 
hours. These prescriptions are not original with me, and, if I re- 
member aright, I copied them from the Brief some years ago, but 
the brethren will find them as reliable as I have. — IVm. W. Moorc^ 
M.D.^ in Medical Brief. 

Treatment of Hay-Fever, — Dr. Herman Hager, who has ob- 
served a case of catarrh with subsequent asthmatic trouble and 
loss of appetite, which closely resembled the hay-fever of Eng- 
land and the United States, thought of trying his catarrh-pills (i), 
prepared after .the following manner: 

R Quiridiae sulphatis lo.o gm. 

Tragacanthae 4.0 " 

Althaea rad i.o " 

Gentian, rad 8.0 " 

Glycerin ^.o 

Acid, hydrochloric 7-® 

M. Make 200 pills. Take three every two hours. 

(Comp. also New Remedies, 1880, 243; 1881, 254.) 

The condition of the patient improved in the course of the first 

•day, and on the second day the patient was well. Six months 

afterwards the attack again occurred, but yielded readily to the 

same treatment. 

Dr. Hager "thinks that hay-fever is caused more probably by the 

dust or spores of fungi, than by the pollen of phaenogamous 

plants. — Pnarm. Centralhalle^ JVo. IS. 
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Effect of an Overdose of Podophyllin — amount taken 
about sixty centigrams (ten grains). — Prof. D. W. Prentiss- 
reports the following case in the Medical Times: Mrs. H., aged 
about 45 years, a strong, healthy person, had been constipated for 
a week, and was feeling badly in consequence. Her husband was 
in "the habit of taking podophyllin for constipation, and had a bot- 
tle of it in the house. Mrs. H., knowing this circumstance, got the 
bottle, and took out as much of the medicine as could be held on 
the handle of a teaspoon, mixed it with a little water, and swal- 
lowed it. The dose was taken April 9, at 5 p.m. 

At 7 p.m. had cutting pains on both sides of the abdomen, with 
desire for stool. 

At 8 p.m. feeling very badly, went to bed. The pain had ceased; 
there was great exhaustion, with relaxed muscles and a feeling as- 
though the body was bathed in sweat, which it was not; then 
came a fearful pain in the occiput, as ** though the head was being- 
split open." This pain lasted about two minutes, and was followed 
by a dull throbbine ache and feeling of heaviness, so that the head 
could not be raised from the pillow. At 8:30 o'clock vomiting be- 
gan — first the contents of the stomach, then thin, bitter, dark-green 
fluid — from half a pint to a pint at each attack. Thei'e were six or 
seven spells of vomiting between 8:30 o'clock and 4 o'clock the 
next morning. With eaeh spell of vomiting the bowels moved — 
first constipated, then thin, watery stools, out no blood. Th'ere 
was no pain with the stools. Frequent sensations of heat passing 
over face and head were noticed. Wi4h each occasion of vomit- 
ing the exhaustion was so great that she felt as .though dying. 
Could not raise the head or assist in the act of emesis. 

I was called to the case at one o'clock in the night— eight hours 
after the podophyllin had been taken — when I found the patient 
in a state bordering on collapse: features pinched, extremities cold, 
pulse very feeble. Administered hypodermic injection of morphia 
sul. I centigram (gr. ^), atropia sul. ^ milligram (gr. 1-120) and 
followed it by sherry wine and lime-water, equal parts, small ta- 
blespoonful every fifteen minutes. Also left some morphia and 
atropia powders as above, to be taken every two hours if required- 
Hot applications to abdomen and extremities. There were two- 
attacks of vomiting in the night after my visit, but much less se- 
vere, and on the morning of the loth of April the patient was all 
right again, except the exhaustion. 

Therapeutic Effects of Damiana. — In Paris Medical, No. 48,. 
we read that damiana, turnera aphrodisiaca, is a herbaceous plant 
belonging to the portlaca family, and growing in Brazil and on the 
western coast of Mexico. Its flowers are white, and have the 
odor of buchu. It is gathered during August, while its stems are 
covered with an odoriferous gum -resin. 

Damiana has for a long time been used among the Mexicans as 
a tonic; its stems and leaves are made into a decoction, which is 
taken to restore strength and nerve energy. It is also given in 
cases of impotency in either sex. It exerts a specially tonic and 
stimulating eflfect on the genito-urinary organs of both sexes, and 
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when given in medium doses, acts as an aphrodisiac, an alterative, 
and a laxative, with a tendency to increasing the urinary secretions 
and developing sexual desires. In small doses, it appears to have 
specific tonic effects on all the pelvic organs, and gives increased 
activity to the secretions. It is also recommended as a nervine. 

Damiana could, therefore, be used as an aphrodisiac in sperma- 
torrhoea, in atrophy of the testicles, and in incontinence of urine; 
also as a powerful stimulant of the cerebral faculties, and in all ac- 
cidents attending premature labor, in difficult menstruation, and in 
the diseases following gestation. 

The effects of damiana are quite different from those of strych- 
nine, phosphorus, or cantharides, which are given in small doses, 
for the purpose of obtaining immediate results. It acts, not as an 
irritant, but as a stimulant of the brain, and a tonic of the nerve 
centres governing the urino-genital apparatus, and its use has to be 
continued for several weeks. Its effects are chiefly noticeable on 
the sympathetic nei*ve, and when taken in large doses, it produces 
a peculiar intoxication, attended with slight pains in the prostatic 
region. Its good effects on the kidneys, the bladder, and the geni- 
tal organs, are also manifest. 

In doses of a teaspoonful three or four times daily, continued 
for several days, damiana has a pleasant laxative efiect. The fluid 
extract is generally prescribed; it is combined with equal parts of 
pure glycerine, or syrup of tolu, or a fruit syrup of some kind. It 
may also be taken in wine. It is given in doses of thirty to sixty 
grains, three or four times daily. A solid extract is also prepared, 
of which the .dose is thirty to sixty centigrams, (=gr. iv ss — gr. ix). 
Med and Surg. Ref,^ Feb. 18, 1882. 

Vomiting in Pregnancy. — Dr. Crounse in Medical Annals, 
reports a case of obstinate vomiting in pregnancy which, having 
resisted many remedies, was relieved as follows — he remarks : She 
now insisted so strongly upon having an operation for abortion 
performed that I concluded to pretend to accede to her wishes, and 
accordingly introduced the speculum, and with a uterine sound 
(pointed) slightly irritated the os, intending, under cover of this, 
to try still further the effect of other remedies. I left her entirely 
satisfied, thinking the desired operation had been performed. 
Judge of my surprise upon being told at my next visit that the 
vomiting had been very slight, that she had taken and retained 
some liquid food, and the drooling had, in great measure, subsided. 
She continued in this condition four days, when the vomiting 
returned. I again introduced the speculum and irritated the os, 
this time so that a slight trace of blood was visible. The vomiting 
again subsided, and she was able to take and retain food both 
liquid and solid. There was no return of the vomiting for two 
weeks, when it began again, but subsided upon irritating the os 
as before, and thus it continued, with occasional attacks, each of 
which readily disappeared by the same irritating process. After 
the sixth month there was no return of the vomiting, and at the 
end of gestation I delivered her of a female child weighing 
pounds. 
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Bandage After Delivery. — In Wisconsin State Medical Society 
Dr. F. H. Day, of Wanwatosa, read a paper advocating and de- 
fending the use of the binder after confinement, as a support to 
the recently overdistended abdominal walls, controlling excessive 
mobility of the uterus, and aiding in the prevention of hemorrhage. 
The Doctor declared that he would no sooner neglect the uni- 
versal application of the bandage than neglect bandages and 
splints for a fractured limb. He would have the bandage worn in 
many cases for weeks, or even months, and would hold any prac- 
titioner to be criminally negligent who was careless or indifferent 
^s to when or how it was applied. He believed the bandage useful 
^Iso in preserving the form of the woman. 

Dr. Hunt said that, though he had been taught that the bandage 
'was an invaluable aid in preventing after pains, and in diminish- 
ing the danger from flooding, and though he had used it with those 
ideas during the first ten years of his practice, he had applied it 
but rarely for the last twelve or thirteen years, except in cases 
where the patient had ventral hernia, or was very corpulent. He 
did not believe it could be applied tightly enough to have any ef 
feet on hemorrhage without causing great discomfort. He always 
applied firm pressure over uterus during removal of placenta, and 
for five or ten minutes afterwards, which in most cases, insured 
permanent contraction. 

Dr. Griffin spoke particularly of the theory that the binder was 
useful in restoring and preserving the symmetry of the form, de- 
cidedly dissenting from that opinion. He believed the binder use- 
ful as a temporary support to the recently distended and now tired 
abdominal walls, but that its use was limited to a very short time, 
and that in most cases it became a discomfort and a nuisance to a 
w^oman after a very few days. 

Dr. Vivian believed the bandage wholly useless, except for the 
temporary feeling of comfort it gave the mother. 

Typhoid Diarrhoea. — Upon admission patient was somewhat 
prostrated; has diarrhooa and tenderness in the epigastric region; 
the tongue is slightly coated in centre, moist; appetite poor; pulse 
slow; no fever. Heart, lungs and urine normal. Ordered qui- 
nine gr. viij. daily. Hope's camph. mixt. f. gss. as needed, and 
liquid diet. 

April 20th. Diarrhoea has been checked, and he feels much 
better. 

April 25th. Feels very well; bowels regular; appetite good. 
Temperature has ranged from 98** F. to 98.5° F. 

Case V. Diarrhoea with typhoid prostration. M. Z., aged 39, 
born in Germany, laborer; admitted April 17, 1882; discharged 
April 25, 1882, cured. Eight days ago, while working at a sugar 
refinery, he began having diarrha?a and pain in the bowels, and 
these have continued up to the present time. 

Upon admission his face is slightly flushed, and he has a typhoid 
appearance; is somewhat prostrated; tongue coated in centre, 
moist; pulse slow, bowels were opened six times during the night. 
He has no fever, and there is no fullness of the abdomen. Exam- 



Souther Medicai- Regordrd. 225 

1 nation of heart, lungs and urine gives negative results. Ordered 
Hope's camphor mixture f Jss. to be given as needed, quinine gr. 
viij. daily, and liquid diet. 

April 23d. Feels very well; bowels regular; no pain; appetite 
good. Temperature has ranged from 98° F. to 98.3° F. 

Case VI. DiarrhoDa with typhoid prostration. M. W., aged 19, 
born in Germany, single, laborer; admitted April 24, 1882; dis- 
charged April 29, 1882, cured. Has generally been very healthy. 
Came to this country eight months ago; two weeks ago he began 
working at a sugar refinery; about two weeks ago he was taken 
with diarrhoea, which has since become worse; has not had any 
nausea or pain. 

Upon admission patient is slightly prostrated; face flushed; tem- 
perature also subnormal, 98^ F.; tongue slightly furred, moist; 
pulse slow; appetite poor; bowels loose. Examination of heart, 
lungs and urine gives negative results. Ordered Hope's camphor 
mixt. f Jss. to be given as needed. 

April 29th. Diarrhoea has been checked, aj^petite has improved, 
and he seems very well again. — Dr. Hutchinson in Boston Med, 
yoi4rnal. 

Treatment of Acute Dysentery with Aconite — Dr. William 
Owen (Indian Medical Gazette) reports one hundred and fifty- 
one cases of acute dysentery occuring in the Convict Hospital, 
Port Blair, India, which were treated with tincture of aconite. All 
the cases were typical examples of acute dysentery; and all, with 
one exception,, recovered. He states that he was led to give acon- 
ite a trial, as the remedy most likely to be successful, from the fol- 
lowing considerations: i. From its beneficial action in other acute 
inflammations; 2. From its efl*ects on the capillaries of the skin 
which it dilates, thus relieving internal congestion; 3. From its an- 
tipyretic action in febrile cases; 4. From its sedative action on the 
mucous membrane of the stomach and intestines, and its beneficial 
action in some forms of dyspepsia. In the first case in which he 
tried this remedy he was somewhat diffident, and he had ten cases in 
which a combined treatment of ipecac and aconite was used. 
However he soon discontinued the ipecac entirely, finding there 
"was no occasion for its use. 

Dr. Owen gives one minim every quarter of an hour for the 
first two hours, and a minim every subsequent hour, or thirty 
minims in twenty-four hours. This method he finds to be follow- 
ed by the best results, inasmuch as the action of the medicine is 
more rapidly established, and an eflect on the disease was more 
•quickly produced than by the other methods. — Med. News. 

I^iebig's Corn Cure. — Extract cannabis indica 5 parts; salicylic 
acid 30 parts; collodion 240 parts; mix and dissolve. It is applied 
with a camel-hair pencil, so as to form a thick coating, for four 
consecutive nights and mornings. The Indian hemp acts as an 
anodyne, and the acid disintegrates the corn, so that after a hot 
bath on the fifth day it will come out, adhering to the artificial skin 
of collodion on the toe. This causes no pain and is said to be very 
effective. — Mich. Med. Ncivs. 
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Rules of Practice in Operating upon Pregnant Women. — 

Dr. A. Verneuil (International Surgery, vol i., p. 334) gives the 
following: Operate at once upon those affections which immedi- 
ately endanger the life of the mother, and against which medical 
treatment would be certainly or almost unavailing. 

Operate also at a suitable time, and after having tried palliative 
or curative remedies, in those diseases which, though not immedi- 
ately compromising life, endanger it by their progress, and tend 
to become incurable if not met with energetic treatment Operate 
also in those affections which without disturbing pregnancy and 
without being aggravated by it, become at its terrtiination causes 
of dystocia. In these cases the surgeon may operate before or at 
the very period of delivery, upon the mother or upon the foetus, 
the premature expulsion of which may be induced. An attempt 
should be made to save both mother and foetus, but this being im- 
possible the latter must be unhesitatingly sacrificed to the former. 

Abstain as far as possible from every operation in those affec- 
tions which are uninfluenced by pregnancy — and which in turn 
only compromise pregnancy and parturition indirectly — by as far 
as possible allowing nature to act, and by aiding her by mild meas- 
ures. 

Abstain absolutely from every operation for affections which 
compromise only the form or function of the organs of secondary 
importance, or which are susceptible of spontaneous cure after de- 
livery. 

Avoid, as far as possible, every operation during the puerperal 
state. In case of danger, operate rather during pregnancy, and 
under opposite circumstances, postpone interference until a period 
sufficiently remote from delivery. — American Med. Weekly, 

Cholera Infantum. — Di-. S. Perry says, in American Medical 
Weekly, of cholera infantum : I used to be greatly troubled with 
this disease in my practice, and have tried most of the remedies 
suggested by medical writers; but with poor success. The reme- 
dy I find to answer the purpose, and worth all others combined, is 
sulphuric acid. After a dose of calomel and castor oil, the sulphuric 
acid, with a small quantity of quinine. In addition use starch and 
laudanum enemas. Whoever tries this remedy will not be ashamed 
of his success in the treatment of cholera infantum. I have tried 
sub-nitrate of bismuth, and many other articles. They are nothing 
compared with the acid treatment. 

I have practiced medicine for thirty years and have seen many 
remedies, and almost as many failures. 

Antidote for Strychnine. — The British Medical Journal of 
March II, 1882, stated that Messrs. Greville, Williams & Waters 
of the Royal Society, have discovered an antidote for strychnine. 
The substance is named lutidine,2Lr\d is obtained by distilling cin- 
chonine with caustic potash. The efficacy of the remedy has been 
tested by experiments on frogs. The results of the experiments 
are most promising and lend encouragement to the hope that, at 
least, a reliable antidote has been discovered. — Canada Lancet. 
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Treatment of Rabies with Hoang-Nan. — Hoang-nan is a 
creeper found in the mountains sedarating the kingdom of Annam 
from Laos. This plant belongs to the family of Loganiaceae. So 
says Dr. Lesserteur. It produces the same physiological effects as 
strychnia and brucia. However, under its influence, it is always 
the lower limbs which first are affected with tetanus, and in which 
the greatest amount of contraction is observed after death. 

The Tonqua remedy is prepared after the following formula: — 
Alum, I part; native realgar, 2 parts; bark of hoang-nan, 2. parts; 
the whole is powdered and made into pills containing each 25 cen- 
tigrammes of th^ mixture. 

Hoang-nan alone and the above mixture have been used as reme- 
dies for the leprosy, rabies, bad ulcers, scrofulidae, paralysis, etc. 
It is reported to have marvelous effects in leprosy, yet experiment- 
ers have not met with any success. It has the reputation of being 
infallible tor rabies, even when in its worst period, but such affir- 
mations have not scientific value. 

The Tonqua remedy was known at the beginning of the last 
century; it was then composed of cinnabar and musk. It seems 
to have rendered good service in the hands of the physicians of 
the time, in the treatment of rabies. — Paris Medical. 

The Proper Dose of Conium. — Seguin ( Archiv. of Medicine^ 
April, 1882), commenting upon the dose of this agent (he em- 
ploys the fluid extract, Squibb), says that to get any effect from 
it we must use much larger doses than are usually recommended. 
He says use it in chorea, spasm or paralyzed limbs, general irrita- 
bility, and insomnia. To obtain muscular relaxation as in chorea, 
after a few tentative doses of 20 and 40 minims, he gives 60, 80 or 
even 100 minims, which cause ptosis (sometimes diplopia) and 
paresis of arms and legs. He does not repeat until the effects 
have passed off — 12 to 24 hours. He has almost perfectly cured a 
chronic adult chorea of 14 years duration by teaspoonful doses 
daily for a month or more. Many cases of insomnia with wake- 
fulness in the first part of the night, more especially those with 
fidgets or physical restlessness are very much benefited by conium 
— m. XX with gr. xx bromide of potassium, to be repeated if nec- 
essary. The indications of conium can only be fulfilled by obtain- 
ing its physiological effects between which and the toxic effects 
there is a wide distance. — Md. Med. your. 

Relief of Pain in Lead Colic — Dr. Geneuil in a note to the 
Bulletin de Therapeutique, after alluding to the various means 
adopted for the relief of the terrible pains of lead colic, as rube- 
faction by synapisms, chloroform, electricity, and hypodermic in- 
jections of morphia, relates a case to which he was called in the 
country, where none of these means were at hand, and in which 
he succeeded in giving complete and permanent relief by a very 
simple procedure. Having directed a napkin to be heated at the 
fire, he first applied a towel wetted with almost ice-cold water to 
the whole surface of the abdomen, while the patient was shriek- 
ing with pain, and having retained it there for four or five seconds^ 
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rapidly replaced, it by the almost burning napkin. The effect was 
like enchantment, the pain instantly disappearing and sleep follow- 
ing, without any return of suffering. The cause of the colic was 
at first obscure, but was found to depend upon the patient, who 
was an inveterate smoker, and had very often in the clay to relight 
his pipe, which he did by means of matches colored with chro- 
mate of lead. — A^- T. Med. Record. 

Can a Man Have Syphilis Twice ? — ^The man whom we 
have just seen offers a remarkable example of the occurrence of a 
second chancre soon after the first. His second sore has been, as 
I have repeatedly demonstrated, characteristically indurated. He is 
quite candid, and made no doubt that this sore was the result of 
contagion; yet it is barely a year since he had his first chancre, 
and this was followed by an eruption, of which he had scarcely 
got clear when this second sore occurred. The case is proof that 
man may have an indurated sore on the penis within a year of the 
former one; but it is not proof that he may have syphilis twice; 
for this patient has not as yet had any constitutional symptoms as 
the result of the last chancre. If, however, you ask me for an 
answer to the general question, Can a man have true, complete 
syphilis twice? then I must reply clearly that he can. Such cases 
are rare — as rare, perhaps, as second attacks of small-pox — but 
they do occur.—; Cmcmnati Lancet and Clifiic, 

Unquestionably, a man may have syphilis again and again, and 
this fact is very strong as an argument in favor of the curability 
of the disease. Prof. Rosw^ell Fark, of Chicago, reports, in a re- 
cent number of the Southern Clinic, the case of a patient under 
his care with a second attack of syphilis. — [Ed. Southern Clinic. 

Wight on the Combating of Small-Pox. — This is a paper 
read before the Ann Arbor Sanitary Convention. As its author 
is the present efficient and able health officer of Detroit as he 
formerly was of Milwaukee, we have read his paper with more 
than usual interest. 

He shows that inoculation failed to be a satisfactory method of 
combatting small-pox. 

He calls attention to several groupings of facts showing that 
vaccination furnishes the best method for fighting small-pox: 

1. The great mass of enlightened people believe in it. 

2. Educated medical men are almost unanimous in favor of vac- 
cination. 

3. The governments of nearly all civilized nations favor vacci- 
nation. 

4. Statistics on a large scale demonstrate the utility of vaccina- 
tion. 

5. Special statistics also demonstrate the benefits of vaccina- 
tion. 

As to the degree of protection of vaccination when it is proper- 
ly performed, it is as complete a protection as small-pox itself — 
X)etroit Lancet. 
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Micro-Organisms and Disease. — Dr. Declat, with the object 
of going straight at the source of the mischief, suggested the vig- 
orous use of phenic acid, by injection into the veins and otherwise, 
as a means likely to prove effective against the organisms of yel- 
low fever and kindred acute forms of malarial poisoning. The 
suggestion went out to Brazil, and in June last M. DeLacaille, a 
French physician resident in Rio, wrote home his experience of it 
The first case in which he tried it was a young lady apparently on 
the point of death from the worst form of the disease — a fever at- 
tended with the fatal black vomit In three days she was out of' 
danger. "During the thirty years in which I have been employed 
in fighting yellow fever," writes M. De Lacaille, "this is the first 
patient whom I am certain of having snatched from death at such 
a period of the disease." In a dozen other cases the treatment was 
crowned with equal success: but in most of them, adds M. De 
Lacaille, '"the cure was so rapid that, notwithstanding my long ex- 
perience, I have asked myself if they could really have been yel- 
low fever. Called in at the period of incubation, the triumph is 
easy." — Cameron, Social Science Congress. — N. T. Med. Times. 

Pruritus Ani. — For twenty years I have suffered from that an- 
noying disease.pruritusani, and had placed myself under the care of 
various physicians at different times, but without the least benefit 
About two years ago, I noticed a brief paragraph in the Medical 
News, to the effect that balsam Peru would relieve that trouble. I 
tried it: and it gave immediate and entire relief. The disease still 
clings to me; but, when it becomes annoying, a single application 
of the balsam affords relief. Of all the medicines which I have 
tried, this is the only one that has had any effect. — Cin. Lancet 
and Clinic. 

Jamaica Dogvrood. — A writer remarks: I employed it 
with success in^ several cases in which opium could not be tol- 
erated. The necessity for an anodyne in these cases arose, respec- 
tively, from the pain following an operation, from idiopathic in- 
ffammation, and from neuralgia. I should regard its anodyne prop- 
erties, however, rather less powerful than those of opium, although 
its hypnotic action is more decided. I believe it will take rank 
between chloral and opium for its anodyne and hypnotic properties^ 
while it is devoid of objections peculiar to each of these drugs. 
Dose, half to one drachm. — Therapeutic Gazette. 

Treatment of Gonorrhoea. — Mr. W. Watson Cheyne, Asst 
Surg. King's Coll. Hosp., in British Medical Journal, states that a 
bougie composed of fifty grains of iodoform, ten minims of oil of 
eucalyptus, and eighty -five grains of cocoa-butter passed into the 
urethra and secured by pad and strap at the meatus, allowed ta 
dissolve and followed by an injection of boracic acid solution 
("saturated solution of boracic acid") or an emulsion of eucalyp- 
tus oil "(one ounce of eucalyptus oil, one ounce of gum acacia, 
water to 40 or 20 ounces) to be used for two or three days," wilP 
effect a cure in ten da vs. — Canada Med. Record, Oct. 1881. 
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Incompatibility of Salicylate of Sodium with Spirits of 
Nitrous ^ther. — A. W. Gerrard (Pharm. Journal and Trans., 
Nov. 8, 1881,) states that his attention has been called to a chemical 
reaction not generally known to prescribers, viz : that between 
salicylate of sodium and sweet spirits of nitre. The mixture 
gradually assumes a dark color, becoming at length nearly black, 
and letting fall a black deposit. The change takes place more 
rapidly in the light, and is brought about immediately by heating 
the mixture, although in that case the color does not become so 
dark. Together with the change in color there is developed an 
odor resembling that of gaultheria, so it is probable that there is 
formed in the reaction sodium nitrite and ethyl salicylate, but there 
must be also more complex changes to account for the darkening 
of the mixture. — Detroit Lancet. 

Beef Tea and Coca. — At Charity Hospital, New York, Miss 
Corson said: 

When a nutrient tonic is required, beef tea with coca infusion is 
one of the best known to the medical profession. Coca leaves, 
which come from South America, can be purchased at any large 
drug store. The coca is used to sustain strength and to stimulate 
the system when it is exhausted. To make the tonic, pour a half 
pint of boiling water on an ounce of dried coca leaves, and let it 
steep for an hour, keeping the water hot, but not boiling. Strain 
the coca infusion, and mix in equal parts with the beef tea, and 
the tonic is ready for the patient. It has a very unpleasant taste, 
judging^ from the faces of some of the ladies who ventured to in- 
troduce it into their mouths, but it is very effective. 

Giteau's body is to have a thorough post mortem performed 
upon it, with a view to settling the question of insanity. We are 
glad they are to settle it in this way. If all murderers who plead 
the insanity dodge, were only hung, and then the question of re- 
sponsibilit}' settled by autopsy, there would be fewer murders. 
Do so some more, Messrs. Lawyers. — Ex. 

Cause of the Decay of Teeth. — In a recent work by A. Weil, 
(*'Zur -/Etiologie der Infectious-krankheiten"), says Nature, the 
cause of the decay of teeth, whether external or internal, is stated 
to be the schizomycetous fungus, Leptothrix buccalis. The fungus 
can readily be detected by its acid reaction. — N, T. Med. Times. 

Chloral Enemata in Vomiting of Pregnancy. — Dr. Vidal 
(Paris Medicale) claims to have overcome vomiting of pregnancy 
by injecting 15 grains of chloral hydrate in infusion ot orange 
leaves, twice daily. Dr. Dussand, of Marseilles, also claims good 
results from the. same treatment. — Chicago Med. Review, 

Expert's Pees in Courts of Justice. — The Supreme Court 
of Boston has decided that a physician is not bound to give his 
professional opinion tor nothing, and that he can claim payment 
as an expert. — Boston Med. and Surg. Reporter. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



The Telephone is now made to serve the diver in reporting 
what he has discovered or in receiving instructions from above. 
One of the glasses made in the helmet is replaced by a sheet of 
copper, into which the telephone is fixed, so that the diver, when 
at the bottom of the sea, has only to turn his head slightly in order 
to receive directions. It was the custom formerly to pull the diver 
up at intervals for reports and instructions, which was more or less 
dangerous. — Mechanical News. 

How Fast Does Niagara Recede? — The river distance from 
the falls to the mouth of the canyon is about ten miles. If the, 
maximum estimate of our engineers of an inch per year is allowed, 
the falls have been 1,267,200 years in reaching their present posi- 
tion. The river distance to Buffalo is 2^^ times as long, an equiva- 
lent of 3,168,000 years. The bed ol the river from the falls to the 
outlet of Lake Erie was ascertained by thousands of soundings to 
be bed-rock, so that a natural drainage of the great lakes by the 
Niagara river need not be anticipated as long as man may be per- 
mitted to exist. — Mechanical News, 

Unexplored Countries. — According to an English geographi- 
cal writer, there are four vast areas still to be opened up or trav- 
ersed by civilized man, and w^hich, amone them, constitute about 
one-sixteenth ot the whole area of the globe. Of these, there is 
the ant-atctic region, which in extent is about seventy-five times 
that of Great Britain; the second lies about the north pole; the 
third is Central Africa, and the fourth is Western Australia. The 
south polar region referred to is almost conterminous with the ant- 
arctic circle. The vast African area reaches on .the west verv 
closely to the coast, and it is only near the equator that it has more 
than superficially been driven inland. In Australia, the great un- 
developed region is that which lies west of the track explored from 
North to South by Stuart, and which now forms the line of tele- 
graphic communication across that continent. — Mechanical News. 

Effect of Compression on Solids. — A German chemist has 
recently published an interesting memoir, giving the results of a 
series of experiments as to the effect of powerful compression on. 
various bodies. The substances experimented with were taken in 
fine powder, and submitted in a steel mould to pressures varying 
from 2000 to 7000 atmospheres, or about 7000 kilograms per square 
centimeter. Lead filings at a pressure of 2000 atmospheres, were 
transformed into a solid block, which no longer showed the least 
grain under the microscope, and the density of which was 11. 5, 
while that of ordinary lead is 11.3 only. At 5000 atmospheres the 
lead became fluid and ran out through all the interstices of the 
apparatus. The powders of zinc and bismuth, at 5000 to 6000 at- 
mospheres, gave solid blocks having a crystaline fracture. To 
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ward 6000 atmospheres zinc and tin appeared to liquify. Powder 
of prismatic sulphur was transformed into a solid block of octa- 
hedric sulphur. Soft sulphur and octahedric sulphur led to the 
same result as prismatic. Red phosphorus appeared also to pass 
into the denser state of block phosphorus. A certain number of 
pulverized salts solidify through pressure, and become transparent, 
thus proving the union of the molecules. At high pressure the 
hydrated salts, such as sulphate of soda, can be completely lique- 
fied. Various organic substances, such as fatty acids, damp cot- 
ton and starch, change their appearance, lose theii^ texture, and 
consequently undergo considerable molecular change. — Boston 
yoiirnal of Chemistry. 

M. Pasteur. — It required no ordinary moral courage for M. 
Pasteur, the distinguished biologist and investigator in the depart- 
ment of germinal organisms, to announce himself a spiritualist, at 
his brilliant reception at the French Academy, April 27th. His 
position was perhaps as enviable as any that a scientific man can 
hope for, surrounded as he was by an assemblage which embraced 
the most" learned and brilliant men of the age. It was the occasion 
of his introduction to the Academy, when he gave an address 
commemorative of M. Littre, to whose chair he succeeds. 

It is not supposable that, in the use of the term, he intended to 
have his associates understand that he has any afi^liations with the 
long-haired, peripatetic philosophers who exhibit as mediums in 
various parts of the world, but rather that he discovers in the 
psychical phenomena called spiritualistic the elements of fact. A 
more extended, careful, unbiassed study of this class of phenom- 
ena by scientific men has undoubtedly resulted in establishing in 
the minds of many a clear conviction of their verity; but there are 
few who have the courage openly to avow their belief. — Boston 
Journal of Chemistry, 

In the tropics of the Old World the annual rainfall is, according: 
to Dana, about 77 inches, while it is 155 inches in South America. 
In the Eastern United States, it is 40 to 50 inches; but west of the 
one-hundredth meridian, beyond the Mississippi to the Sierra 
Nevada, it is mostly 12 to 16 inches. The annual amount in Great 
Britain averages 35 inches; in France, 20 to 11 inches; farther 
from the coast, in Central Germany and Russia, only i^ to 20 
inches; but about the Alps, it is mostly 35 to 50 inches. — Ex. 

The degree of heat necessary to destroy trichinae in pork is a 
matter of importance as a safeguard against trichinosis. A Ger- 
man microscopist states that only the most thorough cooking of 
meat will insure perfect safety, as pork cooked to the degree 
known as "rare" may still contain the living parasites so muck 
dreaded. — Ex. 

The researches of P. Plantamour have shown that ever}- rise in 
temperature is accompanied by an elevation of the ground, and a 
fall of the thermometer is marked by a sinkingof the ground leveL 
The extent of the movements is in some cases quite remarkable— -£":«•► 
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PRAOTIOAL NOTES AND FORMULA. 

Cinchonic Mixtures. — 

RHEUMATIC MIXTURES. 

Sulphate of quinia 30 grains, 



Iodide of potassium 15 

Dilute sulphuric acid 15 dropSj 

Distilled water * • * • 4 ounces^ 

Simple syrup 1 drachm. 

Mix. Dose, a teaspoonful every two hours. 

SWEET QJJININE MIXTURE FOR CHILDREN. 

Sulphate of quinia 15 graiil?*. 

Cold infusion of coflee 3 ounces, 

Syrup ol chloroform 12 drachms. 

SYRUP OK CHLOROFORM. 

Chloroform 20 drops. 

Alcohol 90 minims, 

Simple syrup 3 ounces. 

Mix the chloroform and the alcohol, and to the solution add the 
simple syrup. A good addition to bitter mixtures and drops. • 

FEVER SYRUP FOR POOR PEOPLE. 

Qiiinoidine 30 grains, 

Citric acid 05 ** 

Alcohol 100 *' 

Syrup of coffee 2\ ounces. 

Dissolve the acid and the alkaloid in the alcohol, and add the 
syrup in the solution. — Mortthly Review of Med, 

Treatment of Eczema.* — In chronic eczema, especially in in- 
fants, and in eczema of the face. Dr. Lassar recommends an oint- 
ment. The formula for an ointment in eczema of the face, which 
cannot be rubbed off during sleep, is — 

Salicylic acid 3ss; 2.00 gm.. 

Oxide of zinc ) _ . 

Starch [''•'' Svjss; 25.00 gm., 

Vaseline o*^iUi 5000 gm. 

Diarrhoea. — In certain cases of diarrhoea characterized by a 
want of intestinal tonicity, A. W. Hagenbach, M. D., (Chicago 
Med. Jour, and Exam.) has used the following with marked suc- 
cess — 

R Olei tertbinth A. Sij; 8.00 fl. gm.. 

Tinct. opii fl. 3iij; 12.00 fl. gm.. 

Syrup kramariae fl. 2 ij: 60.00 fl. gm.. 

Aquae purae, ad * fl. siv; 120.00 fl. gm., 

M. Emulsif. Sig. A teaspoonful every three or four hours. 
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Treatment of Uterine Fibroids.— Fibroids of the uterus 
may often be successfully treated by the use of suppositories of 
ergotin, made according to the followmg formula: 

Ergotin gr. 1-12; 0.005 gm.. 

Coca butter gr. xxiij; 1.50 gm. 

Vaseline q. s. 

For one suppository. 

These suppositories are of equal use in cases of menorrhagia, 
metrorrhagia, and chronic metritis. — Le Progres Medicai: Loud. 
Pract. 

Hope's Camphor Mixture. — 

R Acidi nitrosi i drachm, 

Tinct. opii 40 drops, 

Aqua* camph 8 ounces. 

M. Dose, one or two tablespoon fuls in diarrha»a or dysentery 
every two to four hours. 

Pills for Constipation. — Lay. 

R Quiniae sulphatis 

Piperinae aa, gr. xv, 

• Hydrarg. submuriat gr. xii, 

Ext. nucis vomic gr. i v. 

Ft pills no. XXX. 

M. S. One pill morning and evening. — .V. O. Med. your. 

Treatment of Dysentery. — De-fize. 

R Decocti cinchonse .^ fl. Jvi, 

Potass, chloratis 5^^. J/. 

S. All to be taken in the course of twenty -four hours. — Lbid. 

Blue Ointment for Ring- Worm. — Claudat. 

R Adipis 3vi, 

Glycerinae, fl. 3ii, 

Sodii carbonat Si, 

Calcis pulv 3SS, 

Carbonis (liq.) pulv Jiss. 

M. S. Before applying this salve remove scabs by using starch 
poultices. Treatment should be kept up two or three months, in 
cases of tenia tonsurans. — Ibid, 

Treatment of Laryngeal Phthisis. — Cadier. 

Pencil the ulcerated surfaces with the following mixture: 

R Glycerinaj fl. §i — Jii. 

Alcohol, fl. Jv — Sviii, 

Creasoti m. xv. 

M.— a: O. Med. Jour. 



SouTiiKRX Medical Record. 235 

Oil of Turpentine in Mixtures. — Oil of turpetine is a medi- 
cament that few patients can take without disgust. Ordinary sul- 
phuric ether, luckily, has the property of modifying its persistently 
unpleasant flavor. The following mixture has been found to be 
very beneficial in vesical catarrh, neuralgia, and sciatica: 

Oil of turpentine 2 drachms, 

Sulphuric ether i drachm. 

Mix by shaking violently, and add 

Syrup of orange flowers i ounce, 

Water .4 ounces. 

A teaspoonful to be taken every two hours. — Drug. Cir. 

Hardy's Ointment. — This ointment, used in France to prevent 
falling oflTof the hair, is given as follows by Bourchardat (Ann. de 
Therap.) : 

Beef fat 17 drachms. 

Castor oil 6 " 

Gallic acid 30 grains, 

Vanilline, q. s. 

— DruggisCs Circular, 

Pills for Dyspepsia. — 

Diastase 10 grains, 

Pepsine 50 *' 

Extract of gentian 50 " 

Tartaric acid 50 " 

Powdered rheubarb 50 ** 

Gentian, sufllicient. Divide into three-grain pills. 
Dose, two to three pills during meals or shortly before. — Drug, 
Circular, 

Arsenical Treatment of Chorea. — M. Siredey, we read in the 
Revue de Therap. Med et Chirurg., has long had recourse to arse- 
nic in the treatment of rheumatismal chorea, and has had good re- 
sults from this medication. He uses the solution of Bondin : — 

R Ac, arsenious, gr. xv 

Aqua* destill., Oij. 

M. This is allowed to boil tor about a quarter of an hour, and is 
then ready for use. The extreme dilution of the solution is favor- 
able for its use among children. For a child from six to ten years 
of age, about one drachm and a half may be given daily, in divided 
doses, in sweetened water. In this way the medicament is gen- 
erally well tolerated. 

Dr. Sottmann, of the Breslan Clinic, constantly prescribes the 
^following solution in chorea : 

R Liquor Fowlere, m iv 

Aqua, 3ij. 

M. This quantity to be taken in divided doses daily. He gen- 
erally obtains a complete cure in from 16 to 21 days, 
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In some cases he adds from 8 to 15 grains of chloral to the pre 
scription. He has generally found that ansemic children, and those 
of hereditary nervous disposition, bear this form of medication 
well. — Med. & Sur. Reporter, 

New Treatment for Vaginitis. — M. Terrillon proposes a meth- 
od of treatment which consists essentially in the introduction into 
the vagina of the following ointment : 

R Ac. tannic, 50 grams. 

Amyli, 150 grams. 

Ung. pctrolei, 150 grams 

M. This ointment is placed in a sort of speculum, so arranged 
that the ointment can be forced out as the instrument is withdrawn 
from the vagina. If the vulvar opening is large a small tampon of 
cotton may be introduced. 

Generally from fifteen to twenty grams of the unguent is suffici- 
ent at one application, and it need not be repeated for seven or 
eight days. — Med, Surg, Record, 

Boils. — Boracic acid applied to boils before or after incision, 
says an exchange, will promptly arrest their development. 

Quinidia Combination for Intermittents. — Reed recom- 
mends the following formula in the treatment of intermittents : 

R QuinidiaB sulph .' grs. xxx 

Oleo-resina; capsici gi"S. iij 

Morphiai sulph gr. j 

Syrupi q. s 

M. Ft. pill., No. X. Sig. One every three hours. 

He says that if a cholagogue cathartic be given at the start, and 
a full opiate (preferably a hypodermic injection of morphia) an 
hour before the expected paroxysm, this combination has been 
uniformly successful in his hands, even in most obstinate cases of 
intermittents. 

In cases of malarial cachexia he finds that many recover under 
the influence of sea air, without any medication. When the latter 
is necessary he has seen excellent results from small dosts of nux 
vomica combined with the sixteenth of a grain of podophyllin, or 
one-fourth of a grain of blue pill, and repeat every four or six 
hours. — Med, and Surg. Reft. Jan. 10, '80. 

Hot Water for the Heart. — Dr. A. Paggi records the fol- 
lowing observation: He states that in Paris he saw a case in which, 
unde^ the inhalation of chloroform, the heart ceased to beat, and 
artificial respiration for ten minutes failed to restore circulation, 
when Dr. Labbe dipped a cloth in boiling water and applied it in 
the region of the heart, with the result of immediately restoring 
the action of that organ. — N, T. Med. Times, 

Quinia in the Treatment of Cholera Infantum. — Dr. Otis 
T. Manson, of Richmond, says he has not lost a case of this dis- 
ease since employing quinine in conjunction with calomel. Qiii- 
nine is given until full physiological eflTects are obtained. — Cincin- 
nati Obstet. yournal. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



Don't put it off longer or forget to remit your back 
dues on subscription. 

Go THOU AND DO LIKEWISE. — Dr. A. K. Davis writes: 
"It has just occurred to me that I have not paid for my 
Journal for last year, and now half the present year is 
gone. Accept the enclosed four dollars, and excuse 
me, for I have treated you badly." [Let all our friends 
who are in the same category, take counsel of Dr. D.'s 
good resolution and do as he did. — Managing Editor.] 



Southern Medical College — Sec the advertisement of tliis 
Institution in the present number of this journal. 

Jefferson Medical College. — We invite attention to the 
advertisement of the above Medical College in this journal. 

People's Cyclopedia. — Don't fail to read the advertisement 
of this great book and notice the proposition of the editor in con- 
nection with it. 

Dr. Jno. Til ad. Johnson, one of the editors of the Atlanta 
Medical Register, has resigned his connection with that journal, 
which is now wholly conducted by Dr. J. B. Baird, of this city. 

The PiiARMACOPCEiA. — The Publication of the revised Pharma- 
copGca has been awarded to Wm. Wood & Co., of New York. 
There bid was ten percent, royalty, and a guarantee of the sale of 
ii,ooo copies the first year. 

The Southern Dental Journal, edited by B. H. Catching, 
D. D. S., and published in Atlanta, Ga. This is a beautiful and 
ably edited Journal. All men of the Dental profession in the 
South should take this Journal. We note in it many articles 
of value and interest to the Medical Practitioner. 

Correction. — Dr. Arch Dixon, author of the interesting arti- 
cle on Malarial Coma, in our May number, asks us to make the 
following corrections in said article. On page 167, nine lines from 
the bottom, read wllk pulmonary etc., and in the line below this 
i nstead of valuable remedies read valuable time. 
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Transactions of the Michigan State Medical Society 
FOR THE Year 1881. — We have been favored with the above by 
Recording Secretary Geo. E. Ranney, M. D. Late but welcome. 
The following are the officers of the society for the ensuing year : 

President — Dr. J. H. Jerome, of Saginaw city. 

Vice President — Wm. T. Breakey, of Ann Arbor. 

Secretary — Geo E. Ranney, of Lansing. 

The report is creditable and contains a number of valuable and 
interesting papers. 

The meeting for 1882 was held in Ypsilanti on the second Mon- 
day in Ma^i last. 

PLANK SIDE WALKS— THEIR EFFECT UPON 

HEALTH, 

Dr. R. L. Hinton, writes: 

Mr. Editor. — Will you allow me space to ask for information* 
in reference to plank side- walks, as regards their effect upon the 
health, when extensively used. Information from any of my pro- 
fessional brethren who have had sufficient observation to give any- 
thing like a positive and definite reply, will be thankfully received. 

Respectfully, etc. 

R. L. Hinton, 
President Board of Health, Prescott, Ark. 

[Will be pleased to have a response to the above inquiry, and if 
Dr. H. himself has any special view on the subject, we hope he 
will give them to the Profession through our Journal — Ed.] 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 

The Trustees of the Southern Medical College, Atlanta, have 
secured the Central Hotel property, on Ivy street, forhospital pur- 
poses, to be under the medical supervision of the faculty of said 
institution. It is being now rapidly repaired and fitted up, and will 
go into speedy operation. The building is a large one, and the lot 
on which it stands connects with the college lot and will be very 
convenient to the students of the Southern Medical College, to 
whom it will give special advantages in the acquirement of 
practical instruction in the line of their studies. 



FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH 

OF AUGUSTA, OA. 

For a copy of this able and interesting report we are indebted 
to Dr. Eugene Foster, the able and indefatigable President of the 
Board. "The report includes the annual address of the President 
of the Board; the annual report of the Secretary; the mortuary 
tables for the year 1881; the expenses of the Board for the past 
year; the estimate of expenses for the year 1882; details of the 
principal acts of this Board for i88i, with detailed reports of the 
Sanitary Inspectors." 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

As we go to press we have not received the full proceedings of 
the American Medical Association, which assembled, the present 
year, at St. Paul, Minnesota. As was anticipated, the late action 
of the New York Medical Society in relaxing the code of ethics in 
the matter of consultations was denounced,and the old established 
code reaffirmed. The right of the New York deligates to seats in 
the Association was early introduced and referred to the Judicial 
Council, who reported adversely amid loud and repeated applause 
of the body. 

Several State societies havfi taken similar action, condemning 
the action of the New York society, and nearly all the medical 
journals have likewise denounced the measure. The New York 
<^Iedical Record being almost alone in its support of the new de- 
parture. ^ 

JO URNALISM IN THE SO UTH. 

In former times the rule was failure in respect to all efforts of 
medical journalism in the Southern States, and even now the dif- 
ficulties of the Southern journalist are far greater than in the 
Northern States. It may well be asked why is this the case? To 
this question we have to make the humiliating answer that a 
great many practitioners do not take the journals, and do not read 
or encourage the medical literature of their section. And the ma- 
jority of those who do read take the Northern journals in preference 
to Southern journals, under the mistaken impression, perhaps, 
that they arAetter, or frequently because they are cheaper. The 
duty of sustaining the literature of their own section is disregarded, 
and the important fact that the diseases and the practice at home 

are different does not seem to be considered. While this is true of 
the Southern physicians, the reverse has not been the case with 
Northern physicians. Southern doctors take Northern journals, 
but Northern doctors do not take Southern journals. 

We are glad to report some recent indications of improvement 
upon the points mentioned — a growing appreciation of the ability 
and practical features of the Southern journals and of their superior 
adaptation to the wants of the Southern practitioner. While an oc- 
casional new subscriber from the North shows that even they are 
beginning to discover that something good ma}'" come out of Naza 
reth. Let the friends of the Record stand by us. Let them write 
for us, sending short, interesting and practical articles; and let them 
use their influence in extending our circulation, that our journal 
may, in the future, as in the past, maintain a growing and con- 
stantly increasing interest and usefulness as an exponent and rep- 
resentative of medical literature in the South. 
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«, .;88l--Dr8. D. 8. Ellis, M. B. WilUa, H. Thomas. R. L. Baker, E. N. Barton, H. ll. 
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Speed, J. B. Gordon. B. B. Dee, R. B. McCants, D. Maxwell, W.Jones, Charles U. 

McManaway. 



S P E C I A L ]Sr O T I C E S. 

THE art of sugar- crating pills so as not to impair their solubility, but to preserve 
the composition, keeping it soft and plasUc, has acquired for Heaairfi. Mrarner A 
t o.. a world-wide reputation. Physicians may rely upon the purity of the drugs 
used, and upon the mathematical nicety in which their pills, '^granules.'* and 
"parvules" are divided. Every doctor may^be his own drunlBt, and at the same 
lime save himself the drudgery of it by using WARNER'S preparations. A bottle 
of Quinine Pills recently sent us by this firm satisfies us that this firm Is lully maln- 
iHlnlng its reputation.— ^ortA OaroUna MedicalJoumal, July, 1879. 

PARK E, I>ATIS A CO.— The enterprise of this great house, located at Detroit, 
MlchlKan. is perhaps unprecedented. Their efforts in bringing new and foreig{i 
remedies before the Profobsion. despite the opposition which has been made, have 
iMjen eminently successful, and their late enterprise. The Working BuUetin, in which 
ihev wi41 give and put upon record the botany and description of drugs, with ex- 
periments and reports as to their properties and eflects, must prove of essential and 
pennanctit interest and usefulness to the Profession and to Science, adding to the 
aininmeutarlum ot the practitioner and enlarging our pharmaceutical literature. 

_ Louis vii^uE. Kt. 

/ have used Cklerina in several cases of general nervous debility in female con- 
victs at the City Work House, and can say from the results in these cases I consider 
U surpasses Bromides and Hydrate Chloral. I can cheerfully recommend it to the 
nie<lical profession, and will continue Its use at City Work House. 

M. K. AIJ.EN, M. D. 
Physician in charge City Work House. 

NOW that the father of antiseptic surgery has placed carbolic acid under ban, 
nnd recommended eucalyntus as an efilcient substitute for it, we would advise phy- 
sicians to give L.ISTKRINE a trial. Eucalyptus is one of its constituents ; and the 
prei)art\tiou,l)einga perfect solution, is presented in a form most convenient lor 
general use.— Ix>ki«v^u« Medical iVeu*4, Jutie 25lhf 1881. 

More of EIXIOTT'S SADDLE BAQ8 are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to different parts of the country since Jan- 
uary Ist. The proprietor invites a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Bjig in the market. The U. S. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOIT. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. MELLIER. 709 Washington Avenue, St. Louis. Mo. 

(*. H. F. RoiTH, M. D., Senior Physician to the Samaritan Hospital for Women and 
Children, etc., 52 Montague Square, London, 17th April, 1878, writes:- 1 have made 
careful and repeated trials of your Fluid beef, and am eminently satisfied with it. It 
afibnls sustenance, and is well borne by weak stomachs. It seems to me to fulfil a 
desideratum long sought for, and I leel much obliged to you for bringing it before 
ray notice. I trust you will have depots In London soon« for a Beef Tea containing al- 
bumen and fibrine in such lange quantities, and in such a readll}' assimilable mix- 
ture, will prove of the greatest value to the treatment of disease. 

IITDROLEINE.— Dr. Truesdale, of ML Jackson, Pennsylvania, writes : I have 
used "Hydroleine" in a number of cases in my practice for the last three or four 
months, and where it has been thoroughly tesied, am well pleased with its etKjcts. 
1 am satisfied it is much superior to Cod-Liver Oil— that its effect are more perceptible, 
and that it Is devoid of that disagreeableness and unpleasant eructation wliich almost 
uniformly attends the use of Cod- Liver Oil. I am satisfied that it is an admirable rem- 
<^dy in the treatment of phthisis."— See Kidder A Laird's advertisement. 



<(alnine 0ypofl«nnleally.— Quinia 

own weight of Doillng diHtilled water. 



Bi-Mariatioa Cardamidata ; soluble in its 



Dr. McCoy, house physician of Bellevue Hospital, in the Medical Record of August 
7th, 18^, cited 88 cases in which he subcutaneously administered this remedy with 
themost satisfactory results, and without the sequence of a single aboess. He em- 
ployed a fifty per cent, solution of Bl-Muriate Quinla with Urea; and in one case, 
which he cites, found that 40 grains of the salt, when given at one time, produced 
ciuchonism in one hour, the temperature being decreased four degrees in five hours. 

McKesson & Robbins, of New York, well known as the introducers of gelatine* 
coated pills, manufacture the salts, and sell it in one, two and four gramme vials, 
and also the fifty per cent, solution whicli they put up in one -eighth ounce and one 
ounce vials. 
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ELECTRICITY IN ITS RELATIONS TO GENERAL 

PRACTICE. 



BY THOMAS F. HOUSTON, M. D., CLARKESVILLE, GA. 



Introduction. 

There is no agent in the Materia Medica of greater importance, 
or that can be successfully applied to more varied diseases, than 
this; and there is not one of which the bulk of medical men show 
more ignorance. There are several reasons for this fact: Our col- 
leges almost ignore the subject, and after entering the busy round 
of professional life, its importance not being understood, they 
neglect it for studies that they consider of more practical import- 
ance. Speaking of his specialty, Emmet says: '^Success in the 
treatment of diseases of women lies wholly in attention to minute 
details." This also is the secret of successful electro-therapy. 
The choice, direction and strength of the current, the duration of 
the sitting, the size and location of the electrodes, etc., are all ele- 
ments of success or failure. Yet, how is the busy practitioner to 
acquire this practical knowledge, without which it is labor thrown 
away — success being the veriest accident — and not only casts un- 
merited shame upon this valuable remedy, but degrades the physi> 
cian to the level of the qu.ack. Take up that most magnificent 
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treatise, Beard and Rockwell on Electricity, and it will take 
months of arduous study to acquire a practical knowledge of its 
therapeutical application. 

The chief objection to the various epitomies, and I nave five of 
the best on my table, is that they fail in being elementary enough. 
Electricity is so profound a science, and has so many technicalities, 
that it can almost be said to have a language of its own. The 
scientists who write these manuals are so familiar with their use 
and meaning that they torget to come down to the level ot the 
iminitiated. 

My papers upon this subject will not present treasures of origi- 
nal research and profound thought, nor are they intended for the 
perusal of electro-specialists, but as stepping-stones, as an alpha- 
bet, to the larger and more complete works. As I am lunited in 
space, I cannot discuss conflicting theories and opinions, but must 
conflne myself to those points that have a practical bearing upon 
general medicine. And if for the same reason — want of space — I 
should seem dogmatic and egotistical, this will serve as my expla- 
nation and apology. With this introduction, let us plunge in 
media s res and take up 

Electro-Physics. 

Electricity, like heat and light, is a variety of molecular motion. 
For the sake of illustration, we compare it to a fluid — hence we say 
the current flows. This motion may be constant — the galvanic 
■current; or interrupted — the faradtc; or a succession of sparks — 
the frictional. We will take them up in the order mentioned, re- 
\ erving the discussion ol frictional electricity to a separate chapter. 

Thk Galvanic or Constant Current. 

The simplest means of producing the galvanic current is to 
plunge two dissimilar metals, connected by a wire— say coppei and 
zinc — into a dilute acid, sulphuric for instance. This is called a 
galvanic couplet^ or element^ or combination^ or cell. The impuri- 
ties in commercial zinc prevent the formation of a current, hence 
it is necessary to amalgamate it, i, e.^ rub it with quicksilver after 
washing it in dilute sulphuric acid. Two plates of the same metal 
will not produce a current, because the chemical action taking 
place at both poles of the battery, the current that commences to 
be generated by each is neutralized by that of the other. One of 
: the plates in the element is the generating plate or pole; the other 
the conducting plate or pole. In the example given above the zinc 
is the generating i^\9X^\ sulphate of zinc being found is dissolved 
in the acid, this chemical action evolves a current of electricity 
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which passes through the fluid to the copper (the conducting 
plate) and around the wire to the zinc; thus completing the cir- 
cuit. For convenience of discussion we call the conducting plate 
and its wire the positive pole, and the generating plate and its 
wire the negative pole. Hence we say 'the current (meaning that 
portion external to the battery) flowsyV(?/w the positive to the nega- 
tive pole. This fact is of great clinical importance, and I will dis- 
cuss it fully when speaking of electro-physiology. The volume of 
.the current is in proportion to the amount of chemical action, and 
this is determined by the amount of surface area in the generating 
plate. The intensity 0/ the currefit has reference to its capability 
of overcoming resistance. All substances offer a certain amount 
of resistance to the passage of the electric current, and this is what 
is meant when we say a body is a good or bad conductor. It has 
been determined by actual experiment that the resistance offered 
•to the passage of the current from one hand to the other is seven 
times greater than that of the trans- Atlantic cable (vide Beard & 
Rockwell, page 82) or four million times that of a copper wire. 
To illustrate the difference between volume and intensity: Take 
twenty elements like that described above, connect the positive 
pole of the first with the negative pole of the second, and so on 
completing the circuit by the union of the first and twentieth cells. 
As the current traverses the cells it is not increased in volume, but 
•each cell adds its pro rata to the intensity of the passing current. 
So ire get a current of small volume but great intensity, there- 
fore capable of producing valuable therapeutic effects. This can 
be reversed: connect the similar pole of each cell to an electrode 
and'we get a current of great volume but of so low a tension that 
it is therapeutically worthless. The simplest form of battery is 
the one already described, having two metals and an acid solution. 
It is also the most portable, hence most useful to the general prac- 
titioner. For this reason we will confine our attention to the single 
fluid elements. The Grenet cell is the best of these. Zinc and 
carbon are the elements, and an acid solution of bichromate of 
potash the fluid. I will describe this fully in the future, and will 
leave the galvanic and briefly discuss 

The Faradic Current. 

The battery which produces this current consists of a single 
galvanic element, generally a Grenet cell. It consists of a glass 
cup containing an acid solution of bichromate potash. Fastened 
to the lid are two plates of carbon that are always immersed in the 
fluid. Between them is a plate of amalgamated zinc attached to a 
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hinged rod of brass. When the battery is to be used the zinc is 
lowered into the fluid, chemical action commences and the current 
flows to the carbon and completes the circuit. The connecting- 
wire is insulated, and is sufiiciently long to form a helix — called 
the induction coil. In the center of the induction coil is another 
coil of soft wire wound around a bundle of insulated soft iron rods 
of the size and shape of knitting needles. The inner coil is called 
the secondary coil^ and the bundle of insulated rods the core. At 
the instant the circuit is completed in the induction coil there is a 
momentary but entirely independent current generated in the sec- 
ondary coil running in the opposite direction. At the instant that 
the primary current is interrupted, there is again a current gene- 
rated in the secondary wire, this time running in the same direc- 
tion as the primary. Let us now introduce into the primary cur- 
rent a rheotome, or current interrupted, and we get in the secon- 
dary wire a to and fro current that is far stronger than that of the 
single galvanic cell and is of great therapeutic value. All secon-' 
dary currents possess; the power of generating in a third coil a 
tertiary current flowing in an opposite direction and of lower ten- 
sion and less volume. This can be repeated again and again, the 
direction of each current being reversed and decreased in strength 
until exhausted. When the connecting wire of a galvanic ele- 
ment is insulated and wound around a bar of soft iron while the 
current is passing, it is converted into a maget, and it is possil>le to 
make them of very great power for the length of time that the 
current is passing — its power merely depending upon the volume 
and intensity of the electric current. This is called an electro- 
magnet. At the instant that the encircling current is closed and 
opened an electro-magnet possesses the power of generating, by 
induction, a momentary current of electricity in any coil ot wire 
that is near enough to be affected by it. 

The rheotome, or current interrupter, is generally some modifi- 
cation of Neers hammer. This hammer terminates in a spring 
whose pressure holds it in place, thus completing the circuit. At 
the instant that the circuit is completed the core becomes a magnet 
and attracts the hammer, this breaks the circuit and stops the first 
induced current, and the second is generated. As the circuit is- 
broken the core becomes demagnetized and the spring throws the 
hammer back to its place, again completing the circuit. Again the 
first faradic current is generated, the core becomes a magnet, acts 
on the hammer, etc. The first induced current is the weaker of 
the two from this fact. The core becoming a temporary magnet 
by the closure of the circuit, generates in the secondary coil a cur^ 
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rent flowing in the same direction as the primary current, i.e., op- 
posite to the induced but occupying the same wire. The opposite 
direction of these two currents neutralize to a certain extent each 
■other. Thus the first induced current is made weaker. On the 
•other hand, the second induced current is strengthened, because 
upon the opening of the circuit the core again generates in the 
secondary coil a current flowing in the same direcion as before 
and parallel to the second induced current. Thus we have in the 
secondary coil, upon the closure of the circuit, two currents gene- 
rated flowing in opposite directions impeding each other; in the 
opening of the circuit two currents flowing in the same direction 
strengthening each other. At the same time that these currents 
are being generated by the core the turns of the primary coil act 
upon each other by induction, and other currents are produced, 
called by Faraday the "extra currents." These are collected in the 
faradic batteries now in use, and are what is meant when we speak 
of the "primaay current of Faradism." 

With this exposition of electro-physics, I will leave the subject, 
simply adding this thought: Electro-physics is the foundation- 
stone of successful electro-therapy, and unless we lay our founda- 
tion broad and deep, and make the next row of stones equally as 
secure in wa.y/^r/«^ electro- physiology, our edifice will always be 
shaky, and (to drop the metaphor) we can hope for but little 
success. 

THE THERAPEUTICS OF TEA AND COFFEE. 



BY F. e! STEWART, M. D., PH. G., N. Y. CITY. 

Tea and coffee are used as beverages throughout the civilized 
world, and their eflfects have been studied with no little interest. 
The fact of their universal use has been employed as an argument 
to prove that man has a special need of them. But this can hardly 
follow, for a perfect development can be reached without their aid. 
That they aflfect the system, there can be no manner of doubt, but 
whether this effect is beneficial or otherwise has formed a subject 
of much animated controversy. 

To prove the value of a therapeutical agent it is necessary to 
first observe the results of experience in its use. Guided by that 
•experience, experiments may now be advantageously undertaken 
to prove the scientific reasons for the results attained, and to prove 
or disprove the correctness of the observations which have been 
made empirically. The empirical and physiological researches 
with regard to the eflfects of tea and coffee have given them a com- 
paratively certain and definite place as therapeutic agents. But 
more than empiricism and phvsiology was necessary to account 
for all of the actions attributecl to them. Chemistrv, how^ever, has 
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solved other problems pertaining to the study of the properties of 
these agents, and vsome of the reasons why they act so differently 
at different times on tlie same person. What, then, does empiri- 
cism, physiology and chemistry teach us about the therapeutic 
value of tea and coffee.'^ 

The experience of those who use coffee and tea show us that 
they are stimulating in their action, and that coffee is more so than 
tea. Both are asserted by some to be nutritious, which may, or 
mav not be attributed to the fact that thev remove the sense of 
fatigue and hunger, and allay the mental unrest produced by ex- 
haustion and anxiety. 

If used to excess they derange the organs of digestion and cause 
acidity, eructations, flatulence, pyrosis, etc. Functional disturb- 
ances of the nervous system are also caused by their excessive 
employment, and headache, vertigo, tinnitus aurium, and confusion 
of mind are the results. 

A cup of coffee after dinner facilitates digestion. Those who> 
take a cup of coffee in the morning suffer with a headache if they 
neglect it. Coffee is a laxative, tea is an astringent. The use of* 
either frequently produces wakefulness. -^ 

The above is what is taught empirically with regard to the effects 
of tea and coffee. But the reason why these effects are producedi 
must be looked for beneath the surface of empiricism, and now 
science has before her the important question to decide. Chem- 
istry and physiology are appealed to for the solutions. Will the 
chemical composition and physiological actions of tea and coftee 
account for the results of experience in their use? 

Tea and coffee are stimulants. Chemistry tells us they botb 
contain volatile oils to which their aroma is due; physiology 
teaches us the functions of the nervous system, and we know that 
volatile oils stimulate the nerves. Both tea and coftee are asserted 
to be nutritious. Physiology has revealed that the products of 
waste are elminated from the system by the organs of excretion,, 
and that much of this waste finds its way out through the urinary 
apparatus in the form of urea. Some agents are known to de- 
crease the amount of urea eliminated. These agents are classed 
with the nutrients for that reason, though they do not necessarily 
take into the blood with their administration anv considerable 
amount of nutritious material. It is said that tea and coffee de- 
crease the amount of urea, and that, therefore, they belong to the 
nutrients. They allay mental unrest and remove the sense of 
fatigue. In doing so they but share with the other stimulants a 
property common to a greater or less extent to them all. Alcohol 
will do the same thing. Stimulants, as a rule, if taken in small 
doses, promote the appetite and increase the digestive power by 
stimulating the gastric follicles. 

But if used to excess tea and coffee derange the organs of diges- 
tion and excite functional disturbance of the nervous system. This 
is also accounted for both chemically and physiologically. Both 
contain tannin. The mucus of the stomach plays the part of a 
ferment and acts on the starch taken as a constituent of the food,, 
and it undergoes the acetic fermentation. This process is greatly 
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'facilitated by the presence of a quantity of weak alkaline solution. 
The eructations are gases formed by the chemical decomposition. 
The headache, vertigo, contusion of mind, etc., are the effects pro- 
duced by over-stimulation of the nervous system. 

A cup of coffee after a meal facilitates digestion, and those who 
take it in the morning suffer with headache for their neglect if they 
omit their ordinary cup. The effects of stimulants on the diges- 
tive functions have already been referred to. The stimulant also 
hastens the intestinal movements, and assists the morning evacua- 
tion, which, if retained, causes headache from the reflex irritation 
on the brain, due to the presence of fecal matter in the rectum. 

Coffee is a laxative, but tea is an astringent. How can this be 
accounted for.^ It has been observed that the effects of tea and 
coftee are thus far identical, but in this they difler. As usually 
prepared, tea is subjected to long boiling, which extracts a large 
amount of the tannin from the leaves. Coftee, on the contrary, is usu- 
ally prepared by infusion, and is either not boiled at all, oris subjected 
to the action of water but a short time before us^d. The amount 
of the tannic acid present accounts for the difference of eftect. 
There are other reasons, but'this one is sufficient for the illustration. 

The similar effects of these two beverages have also been ans- 
wered by chemistry. Tea and coffee derive their activity not only 
from the volatile oil which they contain, but from a very important 
constituent known by the names of caffeine, or theine. The effect 
of this alkaloid on the economy when isolated, is very similar to 
that of tea and coffee. Relative to its physiological action, Bartho- 
fow reports as follows: 

"Caffeine, in small medicinal doses, promotes appetite, increases, 
the digestive power by stimulating the gastric glands, and relaxes 
the bowels slightly. On the heart it exerts at first a decided stimu- 
lant action, and raises the arterial tension; but these effects are 
succeeded by weakened cardiac movements and diminished blood- 
pressure, cardiac muscle, and its contained ganglia being both 
probably paralyzed by it. Respiration ceases before the heart 
stops in animals poisoned by caffeine." 

"As regards the cerebral effects, it may be stated that, at first, 
drowsiness occurs; but this is soon followed by wakefulness, ex- 
citement, muscular trembling, confusion of mind, hallucination, and 
delirium. The cerebral effects terminate in deep sopor, but this is 
probably the result of exhaustion. Rise of temperature, convulsions, 
general paralysis, occur when toxic doses are administered to ani- 
mals; but the temperature declines when paralysis supervenes." 
supervenes." 

The point of this article is to call attention to the importance of 
studying therapeutics as directed toward the drug. Every drug 
has activities pecular to it, and therapeutics can never be a science 
until the reasons for those activities can be accounted for. This 
can only be accomplished by first studying the drug empirically, 
then physiologically, and chemically. Physiological therapeutics 
are dependent on the knowledge obtained from empiricism to 
guide its researches, and chemistry is essential in the determina- 
tion of the active principles of drugs — Therafeutic Gazette. 
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THE TREATMENT OF CARBUNCLE. 



UY S. ilARLCII, M.I)., X. Y. CITY, 
Ex-Presldeut and Honorary Member S. C. Medical Association. 



There are few diseases which have been subjected to more 
varied methods of treatment than carbuncle. The able essay by 
Dr. McF. Gaston on the latter subject, which appeared in the 
September number of your Journal, refers to a certain mode of 
management so nearly akin to that which I regard as the most 
successful, that I am led to write this brief, practical communica- 
tion. 

The crucial incision, with its various modifications, so glowingly 
advocated by Syme, CoUis and others, has had its day and, to- 
gether with depleting measures, has passed into desuetude. Re- 
garded as a disorder due to or accompanied by conditions of de- 
bility, there is n6w little difference of opinion with reference to- 
the admissibility, nay, the necessity, of general and local support- 
ing measures. 

In the course of an experience ot twenty years, the following 
treatment of carbuncle has gradually developed into a successful 
mode of management. 

Beginning with the classical crucial incision, I did not fail to 
recognize its great utility in the amelioration of pain. I have no 
<loubt that I have transposed patients from the throbbing agony 
so characteristic of carbuncle to a condition of great comfort, by 
freely laying open the tense and brawny tissues. But the relief 
^vas temporary, the disease was not checked, the loss of blood 
from the turgid vessels occasionally prostrated the patient, and al- 
together the result offered an analogy to the depleting treatment 
formerly adopted in pneumonia. 

In fact, the analogy between the management of the latter dis- 
ease and the management of carbuncle struck me, as time passed 
on. Just as Bennet inveighed against bloodletting in pneumonia, 
and with Dietl intr^uced the expectant plan, so did Paget elo- 
quently plead for an expectant treatment of carbuncle. 

But the latter progressed step by step, until now it presents the 
same modified form, bearing the impress of careful study and at- 
tention to detail which has made the former a- more manageable 
disease. 

In August, 1863, Dr. Prichard published in the British Medical 
Journal an article in which he suggested the value of collodion 
combined with iodine and iod. potass., as a support, with absorbent 
action in carbuncle. Pressure by strips of adhesive j>laster has 
been advocated by some, but in my experience the collodion which 
I have long used without iodine is superior, inasmuch as it adapts 
itself to the uneven surface of the tumor, and by gradual compres- 
sion supports the paretic coats of the vessels, aids in expelling the 
liquid detritus, and affords comfort to the patient which is remark- 
able. I have often noticed after the crucial incision, liquid and 
«iemi-solid matter oozing from the exposed surface, so soon as the 
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collodion began to contract. The hemorrhage, too, was moderated, 
and the relief from tension, inaugurated by the incision, became 
more lasting. 

For the next improvement in the treatment of carbuncle we are 
also indebted to an Englishman. In Braithwaite's Retrospect of 
July, 187 1, Dr. Murray recommended the use of potassa fusa in 
lieu of the incision. TThis caustic had been formerly recommended 
for the purpose of avoiding the pain of the incision and faciUtat- 
ing the sloughing. But Dr. Murray presented it for a different 
purpose, viz: to abort the carbuncle, and I can testify to the suc- 
cess of the ''crucial scoring'' of the unbroken surface of a begin- 
ning carbuncle. When a patient presents himself in the incipient 
stage, ere vesicles are fully formed, I apply the solid potassa fusa 
in two crucial lines, gently rubbed into the tense integument as 
far a« the duskv discoloration extends. Even when the vesicles 
^re formed, but before sloughing has commenced, this crucial scor- 
ing will be useful; but the pain resulting from it inJfchese cases has 
deterred me from frequently resorting to it. Collodion is next 
brushed in three or four successive coals upon the diseased surface, 
excluding the crucial lines. A light flaxseed poultice, warm and 
soft, is applied over the whole, and in many instances the relief is 
marvellous. Pain ceases at once. In a few days, the central por- 
tion of the tumor sinks, a thin tegumentary slough separates and 
the carbuncle seems to melt awav. 

In more advanced cases a different course is pursued. The re- 
commendations of Dr. Eadc, of London, (who regards carbuncle 
as a parasitic disease) to introduce carbolic acid within the tumor, 
has proven a boon to me in these trying cases. The pure carbolic 
acid liquefied and held in liquid form by a few drops of glyce- 
rine, is frequently carried by means of a camel's hair brush into 
every open point, after the slough channel has been cleansed by a 
pointed tent of linen. This application must be made thoroughly, 
but very gently. If properly done the pain will not be severe, and 
its daily repetition, which is necessary, will not be dreaded by the 
patient. After this application, collodion is freely brushed in three 
or more successful coats, over the entire diseased surface, extend- 
ing a few lines beyond the outline even, -^doubled piece of 
linen, having a central opening to admit the sloughing portion of 
the carbuncle, is now laid upon the collodion -covered surface. A 
light flax-seed poultice is placed over the former, and renewed 
several times a day. Tincture of iron and quinine, milk, any other 
nutriment the patient can be induced to take, are freely adminis- 
tered, anodynes are prescribed whenever necessary, with a view 
to allay pain and prevent loss of sleep. The latter are rarely needed 
after the first day. If the case progresses favorably, the collodion 
dressing is continued daily, but the carbolic acid may be omitted 
€very other day. Patient is urged to go out into the open air, or 
to be carried out when unable to move without pain. 

Under this management carbuncle may be carried to its termi- 
nation, with a minimum of pain to the patient and a maximum of 
satisfaction to the surgeon. — A me. 3 feci. Bi- Weekly. 
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TREATMENT OF CONSUMPTION INDICATED BY 
THE DISC0VP:RIES of KOCH AND OTH- 
ERS OF ITS PARASITIC ORIGIN. 



BY M. L. JAMES, M. D., 

Professor of Mat«ria Medlca and Therapeutics in the Medical College of Virginia 

Richmond, Va. 



The ranking of consumption among the zymotic diseases, which 
seems at least now to be proper, the next question is the remedy 
for it. Perhaps in time this may be secured, in the form of pro- 
phylaxis, by innoculating with germs of the disease of mitigated 
virulence, as in the case of vaccination in small-pox, and Pasteur's 
method for splenic fever. Pending its discussion, no other subject 
of more pressing importance in medicine or the political or social 
economy of our race can engage the attention' of the profession 
than measures at once to lessen the destructive force of this, the 
deadliest disease of all that *'flesh is heir to." 

For many years the natural history of tuberculosis, and the 
therapeutic results which I have observed from the use of reme- 
dies of germicidal power, has excited in my mind suspicions of its 
zymotic nature. These suspicions have gradually grown upon 
me into strong and positive convictions, though I have not had 
the opportunity of detecting parasitic growth by microscopic ob- 
servation. Four years ago, in a paper entitled ''Consumption: 
the Question of its Curability and Treatment," which I had the 
honor to read before the Medical Society of Virginia, and which 
was published in its Transactions, I called attention to the promi- 
nence of the febrile phenomena of phthisis and to the salutary 
results of remedies addressed especially to that feature of the dis- 
ease, citing several cases of distinctly defined phthisis which, 
chiefly under the use of such remedies, had secured periods of 
exemption from the disease ranging from one to nine years, and 
seemed in all respects to be cured. 

Subsequent observations have so strengthened my convictions, 
that for the last three years my treatment of consumption has 
been almost exclusively confined to agents belonging to the anti- 
zymotic class, and in view of the curative results I had secured, I 
had felt authorized to declare, as I did, to our classes in the Medical 
College of Virginia, my belief that consumption was essentially a 
zymotic disease, and that its proper therapeutics is founded in such 
recognition. 

Within the past thirteen years I have kept the record of twenty- 
three cases of phthisis of well marked diagnosis occurring in my 
private practice, which have been relieved of all constitutional" 
symptoms and physical signs for periods ranging from eighteen 
months to now thirteen years, most of the subjects exhibiting as 
high a present degree of physical health and strength as average 
persons in the community. All the patients whose cases ended 
thus favorably fell under my charge in the first stage of the dis- 
ease, and most of them with the earliest positive Expressions, ex- 
cept two. In these two cases a cavity of the size of a walnut had 
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occurred to one, and two smaller ones had occurred to the 
other. 

Besides the twenty- three cases, one other seemed to be well for 
a period of nine years, who had a subsequent attack and died. It 
would seem to me, however, as illogical to conclude that this case 
was not cured, with all traces of the disease absent for so long a 
time, as to conclude that a person cured of malarial fever, who^ 
had at such an interval had a subsequent attack of malarial fever, 
was not cured in the first instance. 

It is, perhaps, proper for me to say that 1 have kept the record 
of sixty-two other cases, treated at various stages of the disease, 
fifty-one of which have died, and the issue of eleven others is yet 
undecided, they still being under treatment. 

My earlier successful cases were treated chiefly by quinine, car- 
bolic acid in form of inhalation, glycerine and alcohol; by rest, 
pure air, timely exercise, and suitable food, all of which measures 
are, under varying circumstances, to a greater or less extent, anti- 
zymotic. / 

In addition to these remedies, in difterent conditions, I now also 
use salicylic acid, salacin, sulphur and its compounds, especially 
the hyposulphites, arsenic, and paintings with iodine, some of 
which is absorbed, and besides its counter irritant efl?ect, exerts 
antiseptic power. I regulate, as far as practical, with mathemati- 
cal precision, the external temperature — never allowing it to be 
high enough to promote fever or debility, or low enough to pro- 
duce congestions or colds. Further experience will enable us to 
determine which of the anti-zymotic remedies is most efficient, 
just as we now know that quinine is the specific for malarial fever, 
and sulphur for itch; or if the researches in pathology shall estab- 
lish different forms of tuberculosis, then which remedy is best 
adapted to individual pathological types. 

If asked to explain how these remedies act, I will answer dis- 
tinctly, what has been implied already, probably by destroying the 
organic parasite which produces the disease, just as we know that 
sulphur does in a case of scabies, and its compounds do in scald- 
head and fermentative indigestion, and quinine probably does in 
malarial fevers. 

Pressing engagements prevent my giving at this time the details- 
of the treatment I employ. I will say this, however, that ordina- 
rily, as I have before intimated, I build my hopes of success on 
early treatment. It has, at least, not as yet been my good fortune 
to successfully grapple with the difficulty of this dangerous 
zymotic poisoning, complicated with structural disorganization of 
vital organs. And for the reason that I believe that this cannot 
be done, and the earlier treatment is commenced, the greater the 
chances of success, I know of no more important subject in prac- 
tical medicine than the early diagnosis of tuberculosis. Happily, 
with the present resources of our art, this may, in almost all in- 
stances, be made demonstrative. But to compass it will, in many 
instances, require a ready familiarity with the significance of the 
whole range of constitutional symptoms and physical signs. The 
accurate recognition of fever, its degree and variations, is espe- 
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cially important. This can of course only be done by the use of 
the thermometer. In taking charge of a case of tuberculosis, I 
always see that the patient or his attendants are provided with a 
tested thermometer, instructed in the proper use of it, and required 
to keep a record of the temperature at all periods of the twenty- 
four hours, impressing the importance of care by telling them that 
the success of the management of the case will depend upon the 
ability to control the fever. My experience justifies me in saying 
that in a considerable proportion of cases this may be done, and 
the morbific agency, whatever it may be finally settled upon as con- 
sisting in, may be destroyed. 

The Materia Medica, in its more limited range in the drug-stores, 
and its wider range in the universe of matter and mind, must be 
boldly but practically handled, and the patient watched w-ith cease- 
less vigilance. I attend my cases of tuberculosis, at least the more 
acute forms of it, almost as closely as I do my cases of typhoid 
fever, ready to combat at once all hurtful changes. 

To patients favorably situated, in the earliest stages, where the 
digestive or^ns will tolerate for a considerable length of time 
^ maximum doses of the anti-zymotic agents mentioned, I believe 
that a larger number of favorable final issues may be expected 
than I have yet been able to report. My proportion of cures in 
recent vears much exceed those formerly, as I understand better 
the plan of treatment, and employ it with more courage and de- 
<:ision. 

Unhappily for the doctor, he is usually not called in the earliest 
stages of tuberculosis, or if so, the digestive organs of the patient 
will not tolerate the remedies in sufficient quantities and for a suf- 
ficient length of time to enable him to destroy the morbific cause. 
In such cases he must exercise a practical ingenuity by introdcing 
them in other than the usual channels. Inhalations now, then 
enemata, then hypodermic injections, epidermic methods, or other- 
wise. 

It is proper for me to remark, that while my chief reliance is 
placed upon remedies of the anti-zymotic class, in the changing 
-conditions which are liable to occur in this disease I do not ignore 
entirely the remedies that have been more usually employed. And 
I wish here to reiterate my abiding confidence in the value of a 
succession of blisters. 

And I will take occasion to say that ordinarily it is best that the 
friends otthe patient and the patient himself should be frankly 
informeaas to the nature of his malady. A wise discretion should 
of course be employed here as to the subjects, the time, and the 
manner of making this announcement, but I do not remember 
ever seeing any but ultimate good results come from such a com- 
munication properly made. It will produce some shock and mo- 
mentary depression with the patient, but that will be all. For a 
patient to be permanently despondent, is almost pathognomonic of 
the absence of phthisis. While if properly informed with such 
assurances as we may rea8onat)ly and truly give him, his courage, 
his hopes and his exertions will usually exceed even those of his 
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doctor. Hopefulness with a consumptive amounts to a monoma- 
nia, but it is a monomania which his physician may utilize. 

If time allowed I should be glad to refer to other facts and con- 
siderations in connection with this important subject. — Virginia 
Afed. Monthly. 

THE SUCCESSFUL REDUCTION OF A BACKWARD. 

DISLOCATION OF THE RADIUS AND ULNA 

SEVEN MONTHS AFTER THE 

INJURY. 



BY GEORGE E. BREWER, M. D., OK BL'FKALO, N. Y. 



A backward dislocation of the elbow of seven months' stand- 
ing, reduced by Dr. Julius F. Miner, of Buffalo, recently came un- 
der my observation. 

The extreme rarity of such cases, and the readiness with which 
reduction was accomplished, led me to a careful study of the sub- 
ject as presented by surgical authors. 

I was very much surprised to see how little was said in our 
books, or published in our journals; the whole subject being dis- 
missed with the almost unanimous conclusion that such reductions 
were impracticable if not impossible. 

I was also much surprisecf to find how uniformly unsuccessful 
had been the efforts of even the most experienced surgeons in at- 
tempting to better this condition, some authors even going so far 
as to assert that it should not be attempted after the sixth week. 

Hamilton, in his valuable work on fractures and dislocations, 
cites but two instances of its successful reduction after seven 
months, one in his own practice and one reported by Starch. 

With Dr. Miner's permission I report the followmg case, trust- 
ing that it may prove instructive to those interested in the subject 
of old dislocations. 

Edward McCarty, aged twenty-one, of Crawford county, Penn- 
sylvania, in August last, received a fall which resulted in a back- 
ward dislocation of the radius and ulna. The injury was such a^ 
to baffle all attempts at reduction made by neighboring physicians. 
March 15th, about seven months after the injury, he consulted 
Dr. Miner, who found, upon examination, that the dislocation was 
complete, both bones of the forearm being distinctl^felt resting 
on the humerus about three inches above their normai^Dsition, the 
coracoid process of the ulna firmly imbedded in the olecranon 
fossa, ana the arm immovably extended. 

The patient was at once given a private room in the Buffalo 
General Hospital, when, on the following day, Dr. Miner, in the 
presence of, and assisted by, many of his professional friends, re- 
newed the attempt at reduction. 

The patient was thoroughly etherized. Forcible extension was. 
then made upon the arm. This was followed by an unsuccessful 
attempt at flexion, clearly showing further extension necessary 
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before flexion could be accomplished. The tendon of the triceps 
was now divided about an inch above its attachment to the ole- 
cranon. Very powerful extension was then made (the combined 
etTorts of four men), this, with forcible flexion, pronation, and 
supination was continued for nearly three-quarters of an hour. 
Then measurement, the ease with which the arm could be flexed 
and absence of deformity, all indicated that the dislocation had 
been successfullv reduced. 

The arm was dressed at rigrht angles, without a splint, and the 
patient placed in bed. 

March 17th. — Considerable swelling of the parts. Passive mo- 
tion attended with pain. Pulse, 110; temperature 99^. 

March 19th. — Patient sitting up. Passive motion. Pulse, 90; 
temperature, 98*^. 

March 22d. — One week after the operation. Motion without 
pain, but limited, owing to the oedematous condition of surround- 
ing tissues. Patient left the hospital and went to his home in 
Pennsylvania, with every indication that complete recovery and 
good motion would eventually be obtained. 

In these old dislocations of the forearm, especially where the 
displacement is considerable, the contracted triceps ofters the chief 
muscular resistance to replacement. 

Dixi Crosby, of New Hampshire, successfully replaced two old 
luxations of this kind by fracturing the olecranon. This method 
has also been successfully practiced by Hamilton and others. Sub- 
cutaneous section of the tendon of the triceps seems to possess all 
the merits, while it lacks some of the disadvantages attending the 
fracture of the olecranon. 

Since the above was written, Dr. Miner informs me that in Oc- 
tober, 1869, assisted by his friend and colleague, the late Professor 
Sanford Eastman, M. D., he reduced a similar dislocation in the 
name manner. Dr. Harrington, who also assisted Dr. Miner at 
that time, says that the dislocation was of nearly a year's standing. 
As no record was made of the case at the time, he is unable to 
state positively just how much time had elapsed since the injury. 

Dr. Miner suggests that the reason more cases of the kind have 
not been reported, is not that such dislocations have not been re- 
<iuced, but, as in his first case, no records were preserved. — A^, T. 
Med, Record, 



WASHING OF THE STOMACH. 



Tnnmlated for the Chicago Medical Journal and Examiner 
BY AUSTIN C. KAMSBV, CHICAGO. 



Washing of the Stomach, — With the perfection and simplicity 
•of the instrumental outfit, the washing of the stomach is going to 
take an important part in the practice of medicine. It constitutes 
jx precious resource against anections of the stomach, and all the 
physicians who have tried it unanimously report happy results. 
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The instruments lor that operation are all . well known. The 
pump of Kusslmaul, the Dujardin-Beaumetz instrument, the 
Siphon-tube ot* Fancher, have all been presented to the readers of 
the Revue Medicale. Dr. Fancher's instrument seems to be the 
best, for two reasons: 1st. The facility of its introduction, which 
even the patient can do himself after a few operations. 3d. Be- 
cause most everywhere it can be improvised — for a piece of rubber 
tubing of 1.50 long and 10 to 12 millimeters in diameter can almost 
.always be had, and every household has a common funnel which 
can be used. Before speaking of the therapeutical indications for 
the washing of the stomach, we will describe the operation: 

The patient should be sitting, the head looking directly forward 
at almost a right aagle with the vertebral column. Some physicians 
prefer reversing the head backward, in order to introduce the 
sound verticallv. 

For pusillanimous patients the dorsal decubitus might offer cer- 
tain advantages. In the first operation, to establish the habit and 
overcome the spasms of the pharynx, the use of the rigid sound 
is preferable; the common ccsophagial sound answers the pur- 
pose well. But when, after repeating the operation a few times 
the patient knows how to introduce the rigid sound without push- 
ing it, but by the simple action of deglutition, then the common 
red rubber tube must be substituted for the sound. The tube must 
be well oiled. The tube for females ought to be of smaller cali- 
ber than for males. A mark on the tube at 45 or 50 centimeters 
from its free extremity will indicate, when touching the lips, that 
the stomach has been reached. But this generally is known by 
a spasm of the cardia, which react to a slight pressure and causes 
an effort to vomit. Sometimes, but rarely, there is a sudden 
escape of gases, and of the contents of the stomach; this must 
be borne in mind in order to protect the patient's clothing. To 
fill the tube the funnel must be raised one meter above the level of 
the stomach, and filled with liquid to the amount of from one to 
two liters; then, by bringing it below the epigastric region, the 
ffuid injected can be seen filling the funnel and holding in suspen- 
sion the matter contained in the stomach. Dr. Constantin Faul 
advises the use of cold alkaline water, terminating the operation 
with warm water. The antiseptics, etc., are highly spoken of. 

The operation terminates with the introduction of from 2 to 300 
grams of milk in the stomach, and, to prevent the pyloric dilata- 
tion, the abdomen must be compressed with a large bandage, or, 
when possible, have the patient walk for a few minutes. 

Such are the details of the operation according to Dr. Paul. We 
will see now what benefits we can derive from its use. 

The washing of the stomach will instantly suppress the pains in 
cases of neuralgia and chronic gastritis; it will calm the consecu- 
tive oppression in cases of dilatation of the stomach. 

It stimulates the appetite, and brings a rapid augmentation in 
weight Drs. See, Buocquoy, Ferrand and Paul, have had sur- 
prising results from it in cases of gastritis, hysterical vomiting, 
dyspepsia, ulcers and cancers of the stomach; in this last, it is true, 
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the relief is only temporary. Dr Paul has even utilized it in a case 
of strangulated hernia, to save the patient the disagreeableness 
of faecal vonniting. 

Its use in cases of recent poisoning need not be commented on^ 
— Revue Medical.-^ Chicago Med. your. 



N 



ILLNESS CAUSED BY FILTH IN MILK. 



Dr. C. A. Cameron, Chief Medical Officer of Health, for Dub- 
lin, reports, in the Dublin Journal of Medical Science, the follow- 
ing interesting facts concernhig a hitherto scarcely noted cause of 
m;lk impurity: A specimen of milk was submitted to him for ex- 
amination, which was believed to contain a taxic substance of 
some kind, for the following reasons: Three children who were in 
the habit of drinking largely uncooked milk, were taken sick* 
They presented furred tongues, and gastric symptoms, such as are 
usually present in the earlier stages of enteric fever. Tempera- 
ture 104-5° ^- '^'^^ house was new, in a healthy location, and no 
bad odors had been noticed. The sanitary arrangements were in 
goood order. The children had been healthy two days before. A 
general examination of the mild in stock was made; It presented 
a peculiar appearance, the cream which had risen to the surface 
having a deep brown color. A short time before the childrenV 
illness a similar brown stratum had been observed on the milk. 
Generally the milk presented no peculiar features. The composi- 
tion was found to be: 

Water 87.10 per cent. 

Fats 3.56 per cent. 

Other solids 8.34 per cent. 

Total 100.00. 

It was, therefore, milk of good quality; but a microscopical ex- 
amination of the cream taken from this milk revealed the presence 
of cow's hairs, minute particles of straw, and debris of organic 
matter in great abundance. There were numerous nomads, vibrios 
and bacteroid bodies. The odor of the cream was slightly but 
distinctly unpleasant. A subsequent visit to the dairyman was 
made. He at firse loudly protested that he sold only pure milk. 
The cows were examined and found healthy; no cause whatever 
could be discovered for the impurities. Finally, on pressing the 
milk vender for an explanation, he stated that the cows were 
milked early in the morning, by his nephew, who had no light 
with him, and omitted to wash the teats of the cows before allow- 
ing their milk to flow into the milk pails. As some of the cows 
had lain down all night in such a way that their udders were in 
contact with the manure in or close to the channel courses, their 
teats were covered with filth. (A word to the wise is sufficient; 
this report demonstrates how easily good, pure milk can be ren- 
dered poisonous, and the remedy suggests itself at once to every 
intelligent man. — Ed.) — Med. and Surg, Rep, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 



A LETTER FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT AT THE. 
AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 



Mditors Southern Medical Record: 

Being appointed by our State Society a delegate to the Ameri- 
can Medical Association at its meeting at Saint Paul, I arrived 
there on Tuesday morning in time to register before the 1 1 o'clock 
a. m. session. 

Owing to the absence of the President, Dr. Woodward, who is 
in Europe on account of health, the Annual Address was deliv- 
ered by Dr. Hooper, of Arkansas, First Vice-President. As far 
as I heard an opinion expressed, it was universally admitted to be, 
not only pertinent to the occasion, but masterly in elocution and 
beautiful in diction; and I think, with all the learning and research 
of our worthy President the occa ion could not have been made 
more interesting or entertaining had he been present. 

Doctor Hooper, our excellent fro tem^ is a gentleman of fine 
presence, portly and dignified, and seemed to be at perfect ease 
under all the dignities of his office. He presided with a great 
deal of courtesy, and seemed to be just in all of his decisions. He 
might, with propriety, be classed as a model Southern gentleman. 

There was an unusually large attendance at Saint Paul — only fall- 
ing short a very few of one thousand delegates — I think 9S0 be- 
ing registered the third day. 

This large number being present in that comparatively sparcely 
settled country, perhaps, may be accounted for to some extent, be- 
cause the Northern railroads offered such great inducements for 
the members to travel in the great Northwest. Then, again, pos- 
sibly, many had never been to Saint Paul, and availed themselves 
of that pleasure, as well as to attend the meeting o. the Associa- 
tion. 

I can assure you, in speaking for myself, that a visit to the 
Northwest affords no little pleasure at this season of the year, to 
say nothing of being present at our meeting. 

The morning sessions were well attended, the hall being gener- 
ally crowded; many ladies availing themselves of the opportunitv 
of seeing a big meeting of doctors. 

The credentials of the delegation of the New York Stata Socie- 
ty were referred to the Judicial Council, which reported that the 
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New Code of Ethics adopted by said Society at its last meeting 
was so diametrically in opposition to that of the Association that 
said delegation could not be received. This decision of the Judi- 
cial Council was received by the Association with great applause. 
It would not be surprising if the physicians of New York, at the 
next annual meeting of their Society, rallied in sufficient numbers 
to reconsider the work of its last meeting, and as far as the amend- 
ment or change of the Code of Ethics is concerned, abrogate it 
entirely. The adoption of that change was only effected by a very 
small majority of a very small portion of membership. I think 
there were only about 76 members present, and the amendment to 
the Code, allowing consultation with Homeopaths, was carried by 
:some 39 or 40 votes. It will be observed that this was a very 
meagre majority of a very small number present of so numerous 
a body as the Medical Society of the State of New York. It is 
charged that Dr. St. John Roosa, of New York city, introduced 
the amendment in the interest of the specialists of the city. This 
I can hardly believe of Dr. Roosa, as I regard him as being en- 
tirely above any such selfish motives. As far as my limited ac- 
quaintance with him extends, I regard him both as a gentleman 
and honorable man; and have no doubt he was sincere and honest 
in his resolutions respecting the Code of Ethics. 

But if we are honest, the question might be asked how can we 
•consult with our Homeopathic friends? I am somewhat at a loss 
.in being able to formulate an answer to this question. In fact, if 
both sides are honest, I cannot see how it is possible for us to con- 
sult. What is there to consult about ? 

If the patient is sick enough for either side to want counsel, he 
needs medical treatment, and as our opponents don't profess to 
•give anything but Hahnemann's decillionth doses, an understand- 
ing between us could not be arrived at. 

Therefore, unless we could convince them of the necessity of 
imedication, there would be no understanding or agfreement — con- 
sequently, as before remarked, nothing to consult about. Were 
we to succeed in convincing them that our plan was essential, then 
their theory would be destroyed and their occupation gone. 
But, remarks some one, there is a split among them, some still ad- 
hering strictly to the Hahnemannic theory, while others are prac- 
ticing pretty much as we do. The first are termed the high school, 
or you might say Bourbons. They are the straight-laced, high- 
toned, . aristocratic Homeopaths. The others claim to be more 
liberal, and where purely homeopathic remeilies are not indicated, 
or fail to do good, they assume the privilege of using what they 
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term Allopathic Medicines. Although, as a rule, we should be in 
favor of advancement in any tiepartment of science, yet we should 
contend for honesty at the same time. Therefore the Bourbons of 
homeopathy, I think, are more entitled to our respect for practic- 
ing the principles they profess, than those who cLaim to be follow- 
ers of Hahnemann biit practice to the contrary. It strikes us very 
plainly that if a man sets himself up as a Homeopath and prac- 
tices as a regular, he is practicing a fraud on the credulity of the 
people. 

Doctor Dennison, of Colorado, introduced a resolution to the 
■effect that as the regular pi ofession arc called Allopaths by the 
Homeopathists, and the laity, in many instances, entertaining the 
«ame view, of course ignorantly, the Association should take some 
steps to declare our proper status, so that all would know that we 
"belong to no particular school, or practice no special dogma, but 
obtain our remedies from all sources and kingdoms — vegetable, 
mineral and animal alike, and reject nothing by which good can 
Ije derived in the treatment of disease. This resolution was re- 
ferred to the Judicial Council, which reported that it did not come 
under its jurisdiction. 

When it came up for discussion it was tabled by a small majoii- 
ty, on the ground that our profession was so well established in 
principles that it needed no resolutions explanatory, and that such 
resolutions would only tend to magnify the matter in the estima- 
tion of our opponents. A resolution of this kind was afterwards 
adopted in a modified form. 

Take the meeting as a whole, I think it will compare favorably 
in the way of scientific work with a majority of our previous as- 
semblies. 

The reports from the various sections were quite able, and 
evinced a great deal of research. 

In the sections, many papers of great interest were read and 
discussed. 

I had the pleasure of meeting a few of the big- men of your 
State, prominently among whom were Drs. Campbell and Batty, 
They both took quite an active part in the discussion of gyneco- 
logical matters in the section on obstetrics, and Dr. Batty gave us 
a very able impromptu report of his observations in Europe last 
year. He was a delegate to the International Congress at London. 
This report pertained mostly to the progress making in his special 
department. He was not only interesting but quite amusing. 

I had hoped to meet your eminent citizen. Dr. T. S. Powell, 
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whom I had the pleasure of becoming acquainted with at Rich- 
mond last year. 

The Association never enjoyed a more pleasant meeting than at 
Saint Paul. Our brethren of that city and State of Minnesota 
vied with each other how hospitably they could treat us. We 
were entertained on a scale both magnificent and munificent. Al- 
though we surpiised them with numbers, the committee of ar- 
rangements proved themselves equal to the emergency, and made 
us all comfortable and happy. 

It would be impossible to speak in too high terms of the cour- 
tesy of Dr. Stone, chairman of the committee, and the onerous and 
almost incessant work he performed for our accommodation and 
welfare. He is an energetic, whole-souled gentleman. 

After adjournment on Friday afternoon, many of the members- 
left on a Northwestern tour, all having passes on the various 
Northwestern railroads. Your humble servant visited Lake Supe- 
rior, passed west through Minnesota, Dakota and into Montana on 
the Yellow Stone as high as Miles City, being 500 miles west of" 
Fargo on Red River. Thence on our return we visited the city of 
Winnepeg, in Manitoba, 63 miles north of the British line. This 
city is in the 50th degree of north latitude. The weather, during 
all this trip, was fine, and I did not use my overcoat on account of 
cold. We passed through a great deal of fine agricultural and 
grazing country. 

On inquiry of the Doctors, at most of the towns I visited, I 
learned the more prevalent diseases were rheumatism, neuralgia, 
typhoid fever, and in the spring some lung troubles. This was the 
case in Fargo, Bismarck, Miles City, Mondar and Winnepeg. I 
attribute the prevalence of typhoid fever in those towns mainly to- 
the want of proper drainage. 

Everything in that vast country is on such a boom that the peo- 
ple have but little time to devote to sanitary matters. The country 
is full of people waiting for houser,, and so they get a house to 
shelter in, whether it is built over a mud-hole or not, they seem to 
be satisfied. 

They have very severe winters up there, but the atmosphere 
is so very dry, they say the cold is not very disagreeable. The 
mercury frequently gets as low as 40° below zero. 

Ord, Kentucky, June, 1882. T. B. Greenly, M. D. 



A Quack Doctor, on his death-bed, willed his property to a 
lunatic asylum, giving as a reason for so doing that he wished his 
fortune to go to the liberal class wiio had patroni/^^d Wkw. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Pathology and Microscopy. — In a report on Pathology and 
Microscopy, read before the North Carolina Medical Society, by 
H. W. Lilly, M. D., of Fayetteville, N. C, it is remarked : 

We are indebted to the London Lancet for the following gen- 
'cral resunie of recent investigations in Pathology : * 

The researches of the year which have most attracted attention 
are those of Pasteur, in France, which have reference to bacterial 
pathology. He has made extended investigations and experiments 
in this direction, and together with the contributions of Touissaint, 
Klebs, Arloing and Thomas, he now includes quite a large number 
of diseases in that class which is thought to depend upon the ex- 
istence of special organisms and to which the practice of prophy- 
lactic inoculation is applicable. Typhoid fever has for some years 
been thought to be related in some way to a special organism, and 
the researches of Pasteur and Klebs have tended to confirm this 
to a great extent. A great many of the pathological changes 
which mark this disease are thought by them to bear to this or- 
ganism a very intimate relation; and the idea is well borne out by 
the experiments of Branlecht, which were made during an epi- 
demic of typhoid fever, and which resulted in the discovery of an 
organism in the drinking water very similar in its nature to that 
noticed by Pasteur and Klebs. 

Diphtheria has been produced by Talamon by means of inocu- 
lation, the inoculating matter being obtained from the throat, lungs 
and kidneys of a diphtheritic patient. This shows the existence 
of a special organism. 

Investigations have been made by Cornil and Neisser which 
show conclusively that leprosy depends upon the presence of a 
special bacterial organism; and by a close study of the manner 
and growth of these organisms, the peculiar development of the 
bacteriae is thought to account for the strange lesions by which the 
disease manifests itself. 

In syphilis, there has been discovered by Aufrecht a specific 
micrococcus which is thought to be the pathogenic agent. This 
view, however, has not been supported. It seems, therefore, that 
bacterial organisms are not confined exclusively to acute diseases; 
and their recent detection as morbid agents in the production of a 
few chronic disorders has given birth to the hope that a great 
many chronic diseases, enveloped now in mystery, may be traced 
to a similar origin, and be amenable, therefore, to a moie rational 
and decided plan of treatment. 

So great has been the interest and enthusiasm manifested by in- 
vestigators in bacterial pathology during the past year, that it has 
tended to divert their attention from other important subjects. 

But in the Annus Medicus we find a condensed account of the 
labors of pathologists in other directions. It is little more, how- 
•ever, than a mere index to their work. 

Among chronic diseases, tuberculosis has been afresh studied in 
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its aspect as an infectious disease by RindBeisch and Creightony. 
but with no very important additions to the literature of the sub- 
ject Some interesting and rare forms of local tuberculosis of the 
mouth and throat have been described by Russner and Echhoff^ 
and ot the urinary organs by Finne, while the histology of tuber- 
cular disease of the testes has been carefully studied by Wald- 
stein. The relation of tuberculosis and scrofula has been the sub- 
ject of animated discussion in Paris, but, while it directed attentioa 
to the subject and stimulated further study of the two kindred dis- 
eases, it was productive of no new developments. The study of 
structural blood -diseases has been mainly confined to their connec- 
tion with blood formation in bone-marrow. 

Lyon has examined the changes in the blood in traumatic anse> 
mia, and the result has established the fact that it constitutes a dis- 
tinct variety of ansemia, but its exact nature was not satisfactorily 
determined. Compared with the progress of previous years^ 
very little of importance has been discovered in regard to the* 
localization of nerve centres in the brain. What new facts have- 
been noticed have increased rather than lessened the difficulties- 
which before existed in the correct interpretation of experimental 
facts. 

In diseases of the spinal cord, it has been established by Dresch- 
field that locomotor ataxia may be due to sclerosis( primary) of the- 
lateral, as well as of the posterior columns. It has heretofore 
been the accepted idea that the posterior columns alone were in- 
volved in this afiection. When the lateral columns are the pri- 
mary seat of disease, the ataxis is accordingly modified in its mani- 
festations. 

The discussion regarding the relation existing between syphilis, 
and locomotor ataxia has been continued during the present year 
by Erb, Gowers and others; and it has been conceded that a syph- 
ilitic individual is especially predisposed to ataxic disease. 

Brown-Sequard has continued his investigations in regard to« 
the production of paralysis and contractures through the agency 
of the peripheral nerves, and has clearly demonstrated that me- 
chanical irritation of the medulla oblongata may give rise to pul- 
monary emphysema through the agency of the pneumogastric 
nerves. 

Hereditary Alcoholic Appetite. — A gentleman farmer, liv- 
ing in the northern part of England, was much given to strong; 
dnnk. He was fond of good living and good company. After 
his marriage he became more intemperate than before, and sit last 
died a confirmed sot, from paralysis and kidney disease. He left 
six childien, three sons and three daughters, who all in time be- 
came drunkards; but the eldest son, born when the habits of his^ 
father were not so intemperate, was less addicted to it than the* 
others.. The second son, while studying law, fell into every kind 
of debauchery, finally came to America, and died a sot in a hos- 
pital in New York. The third son was brought up for the minis- 
try, and gave much promise of ability and moral worth, but he- 
also fell into dissipated ways; and often went drunk into the pul- 
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pit. Expelled from his ministerial office, he lived a short life of 
poverty and drunkenness, and died in a workhouse. The eldest 
daughter tapped a barrel of I'um in her husband^s absence, and 
was found by him dead under it. The second daughter died in a 
fit of delirium tremens. The third daughter was not so violent a 
drunkard as her sisters, but nevertheless got drunk whenever she 
had an opportunity. 

The eldest son succeeded to his father's property, and, while he 
drank more moderately than his brothers, was still spoken of as- 
intemperate. He died a violent death, leaving two sons and three 
daughters. His eldest son, after a short life of dissipation, died a 
drunkard. The second son committed a murder under the influ- 
ence of drink. The eldest daughter had a delicate constitution, 
and died in giving birth to her first child. The second daughter 
died of consumption. The third daughter was confined in an in- 
sane asylum soon after her marriage. 

It is not too much to say that all this ruinous train of circumstances, 
arose from the condition of drunkenness in one man. It not un- 
frequently happens that generally temperate parents have an in- 
temperate or an idiotic child. This may result from one or both 
parents having been under the influence of drink when the child 
was begotten. 

Carpenter mentions a case in which a child begotten when both 
parents were partially intoxicated (but who were generally tem- 
perate) was completely idiotic. 

'*A child, begotten the night its mother had returned from a ball, 
when she had indulged in considerable wine, early manifested a 
strong love for drink, and died a drunkard, although none of her 
other children were addicted to its use." 

If we consider the nature of this appetite, we shall find that to 
a certain extent it is a natural one. An appetite tor a stimulant of 
some kind has been natural to all men, m all countries and ages. 
Opium, Indian hemp, tobacco, betel-nut, tea, coffee, and oil, are 
but diflferent articles used by different people as substitutes for 
alcohol. The craving for alcohol and the condition of habitual 
drunkenness are but abnormal and excessive developments of this 
desire for stimulants. — Dr, Grisivold in iHd, Prac. 

Mercury Used in Dentistry. — Dr. Eugene S. Talbot, of Chi- 
cago, in American Medical Association, read a paper on *'The In- 
jurious Effects of Mercury used as in Dentistry." The paper was 
confined to the use of amalgam fillings in natural teeth. 

There can no longer be doubt that amalgam fillings in teeth will 
sooner or later produce mercurial poisoning. The dire effects of 
this metal are not always seen immediately after the fillings are in- 
serted, years sometimes elapsing before the injurious effects were 
felt and noticed. 

The history of two well-marked cases were here given by Dr. 
Talbot, ihe persons aflfected having called upon him for treatment. 
The amalgam fillings were removed, and gutta percha temporarily 
substituted, these in turn being replaced with gold, after which all 
symptoms of mercurial poisoning disappeared. A detailed ac- 
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count of a series of experiments made by him were then presented, 
the conclusions and results being as follows: 

1st. Mercurial vapor is given off from amalgam fillings at all 
ages and from all varieties, even from fillings sixteen years old, 
the vaporization being sufficient in quantity to respond to chemical 
tests. 

2d. Minute doses of mercury, if taken internally three times a 
<lay, are capable of producing decided eftects." 

3d. Mercury when inhaled into the lungs is far more active than 
when taken into the stomach. 

4th. If small doses taken into the stomach occasionally are ca- 
pable of producing marked effects, and the vapor is much more 
active than the solid preparations of the metal, is it not a necessary 
consequence that amalgam fillings which are constantly giving oft* 
mercurial fumes to be inhaled into the lungs, not a few times daily, 
but always, without cessation, day or night, is it not a necessary 
consequence that in many sensitive persons such fillings must pro- 
duce deleterious effects? 

5th. When tons of this material are consumed annually, is it not 
credible that many constitutions are aftected? 

6th. Physicians in treating dyspeptics, anemics and perso.s suf- 
fering from nervous debility, would do well to examine the mouths 
of patients and know if artificial teeth on red rubber or fillings of 
natural teeth have in their composition mercury or any of its com- 
pounds. — Detroit Cliftic. 

The Autopsy Upon the Body of Guiteau. — We have the 
pleasure of presenting to our readers the fullest and most authentic 
report «s yet obtainaole of the autopsy held upon the body of 
Guiteau. 

It is already known that the arrangements for the examination 
were deficient in many respects, owing either to lack of opportu- 
nity or of knowledge on the part of those directly responsible. 
With every wish, no doubt, for the contrary, there was an utter 
failure to arrange for a thorough and scientific study of the brain. 
We would not deprecate the value of our correspondents' work, 
however. , All the facts of scientific value, and they are many, 
that could be gleaned between the tumbling of the brain into a 
grocer's scales and the final distribution of fragments are presented 
herp by them. 

We learn that the membranes were slightly diseased. This dis- 
ease was of a character which indicated nothing regarding Gui- 
teau's insanity. 

As to the brain itself, and its convolutions, there was a high de- 
gree of fissural ornamentation, a well-marked symmetry of fis- 
sural arrangement on the two hemispheres, and an absence of the 
confluent fissural type. There was a well-marked fissural and 
general development of the frontal lobes. These also, we are told, 
had a peculiar shape. There was no gross evidence of disease 
anywhere in the brain-tissue. It is not at all likely that the micro- 
scope could have revealed anything. Under the unfortunate plan 
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of unsystematically cutting the brain in pieces, hardly anything 
-can be expected from the microscope now. 

On the whole, therefore, the evidence gathered by Drs. Morton 
and Dana shows that the brain had probably no detectable disease, 
that it had a somewhat peculiar fissural arrangement, and that it 
was of rather a high type. The cause of Guiteau's morbid mental 
state lay in structural or chemical deviations too delicate for detec- 
tion with our present knowledge. — A'". K Med, Record, 

Oxyuris Vcrmicularis. — Dr. James P. Kingsley writes about 
these worms in the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal. They 
may exist in considerable numbers, and for a long time, in a child, 
without attracting notice by any symptoms of importance. The 
most frequent symptom is scratching of the anus, especially at 
night, after the child has become warm in bed, an increased 
amount of mucus at that time favoring the movements of the 
worms. There are frequent attempts to evacuate the bowels, which 
in manv cases, results in the discharge of a small quantity of mu- 
cus. Often there is such violent straining at stool that the bowel 
becomes prolapsed. Sometimes the worms migrate into the 
vagina, and there excite great irritation, inflammation of the vulva 
and leucorrhcea. In the male they may cause erection and some- 
times balanitis, also pain upon micturition and defecation. 

Since these parasites inhabit the large bowel only, and usually 
the lower portion of it, they can readily be removed by the use of 
proper enemata. The best treatment is the daily injection of two 
or three ounces of lime watpr into the rectum, together with the 
occasional administration of a mild purgative, either a teaspoonful 
of castor oil, or one grain of calomel rubbed up with five grains of 
sugar, at^ bed-time. A solution of common table salt injected 
daily answers an admirable purpose. 

When there is a relaxed condition of the bowel, evidenced bv 
its protrusion when straining at stool, an astringent injection 
should be used. In such cases he uses the following — 

R Ferri sulphatis 3j, 

Infus. quassia?, Oj. 

M. Sig. Inject four ounces every morning. 

The mother or nurse must be careful to wash away all the para- 
sites she can find in the folds about the anus. The great itching 
that comes on after the patient has gone to bed may be effectually 
relieved by an application, to and within the anus, of the follow- 
ing ointment : 

R Iodoform, o ss, 

Ung. zinci. oxid 5 ss. 

M. In addition to local treatment, tonics are usually required, 
more especially in strumous children. The preparations of iron 
are decidedly beneficial. — Med, and Surg. Rep, 

Student. — "How is it, Doctor, that I always take cold in my 
head?" Doctor. — "It is a well-known principle, sir, that a cold is 
most likely to settle in the weakest part!" 
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Dr. Byrd on Surgery. — The following is an extract from Dr, 
Byrd*s address on Surgery, Excisions of the Alimentary Canal^ 
etc., at Ameaican Medical Association: 

The history of excisions of portions of the alimentary canal by 
the surgeon, dates back but a few years, and may be said to be the 
result of evolution beginning with McDowell's first ovariotomy- 
In cases of obstruction from stricture, medicine had failed forages 
to afford relief, and surgery offered no hope. Occasionally where 
the constriction was caused by the strangulation of an extended 
bowel in hernia, the intestine would slough and be thrown out 
through an abscess, and nature would form an artificial anus. The 
great fear of entering the peritoneal cavity deterred the surgeon 
from hopine for anything better or resorting to any more radical 
means for the relief of the poor sufferers. Dr. Nicholass Senn, of 
Milwaukee, in a very able and exhaustive report to the Wisconsin 
State Society on the recent progress of surgery, says: The re- 
sults of the cases of excision of the stomach may not seem prom- 
ising, but when we come to review the earlier history of anatomy 

the picture is nearly as dark, 
and it must be taken into consideration that many of these opera- 
tions were undertaken after extensive adhesions had formed and 
neighboring tissues become involved. May we not hope with ear- 
lier and more accurate diagnosis that the diseased mass may be re- 
moved so as to restore the patient to years of health and useful- 
ness? The details of the technique of the operation are so well 
described in a report of Dr. F. J. Lutz to the St. Louis Medical 
Society and published in June, 1882, that I forbear to quote. The 
remarks of the late Dr. John T. Hodgen relative to the operations 
were quoted in length. From the cases and the analogous ones 
which the author has studied he draws the following conclusions: 

First — Resections of the small intestine may be done to a con- 
siderable extent without interfering in any appreciable degree 
with digestion. 

Second — Practiced under suitable conditions the operation is to 
be considered perfectly legitimate. 

Third — ^The resection may be performed by bringing the divided 
ends directly into apposition and closing the abdominal wound, by 
forming an artificial anus. The second and third procedure expose 
to less subsequent danger. 

Fourth — Resection of fibrous and cicatricial structure which are 
probably more frequent than is generally supposed may cause a 
radical cure, and the same is^the case with epithelioma. On the 
contrary, resections of cancerous obstructions gives only tempo- 
rary relief, and at a greater risk. 

Fifth — By proper diet after the operation the risk of fecal ex- 
travasation may be reduced to a minimum, and the best diet for 
this purpose is one containing as little fiuid as possible. 

Sixth — By introducing liquids per anum, and drink in the same 
way, water is absorbed as by the mouth and there is no sense of 
thirst; the flow of intestinal fluids is less considerable and the pa- 
tient is more comfortable. 

My first case was that of a farmer at Seehorn, 111., aged fifty- 
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five. For years he had been treated for strangulated inguinal her- 
nia, which could not be reduced 

Found him with clammy sweat, almost pulseless and uncon- 
scious. Cut for the hernia and found eight inches of the ileum 
and a piece of omentum the size of my hand gangrenous. The 
bowel had separated at the junction of gangrenous and living por- 
tions, permitting extravasation of fecal matter. The omentum was 
ligated just above the gangrenous portion and the gangrenous part 
cut off. The ends of the ligature were left long so as to hang out 
of the wound. The sound omentum was dropped into the abdo- 
men. The two ends of the bowel were stitched into the abdom- 
inal opening so that any fecal matter would be passed to the out- 
side. They resembled to some extent the muzzle of a double-bar- 
reled gun presenting at the openine. The opening was left large 
enough to permit the insertion of the nozzle of a syringe into the 
abdominal cavity so that it might be washed clear of any bits of 
fecal matter or inflammatory products. The cavity of the abdo- 
men was syringed out with tepid water, a teaspoonful of table salt 
and carbolic acid to the gallon, night and morning. Quinine and 
nourishing diet was ordered liberally. The'patient rapidly recov- 
ered, and two months later was operated on for the cure of the ar- 
tificial anus. ***♦♦♦ « « * 

Heretofore the closure of the artificial anus in many cases has 
been looked upon as a very difficult thing to accomplish, but I 
think the plan devised for its cure will make the cases few indeed 
where it cannot be done. — Detroit X2linic, 

Syphilitic Infection of the Finger by Medical Men. — Prof. 
Fessenden N. Otis, M. D., communicates to the Independent 
Practitioner of March particulars of eight cases of syphilis con- 
tracted by physicians in making digital examination of the vaginae 
of syphilitic women. The initial lesion of this form of syphilis is 
described as being uniformly a papule, "coming soon to be of a 
deep red color, and presenting a superficial abrasion, becoming cir- 
cular and deeper by a slow molecular necrosis; not by ulceration 
with formation of pus; the secretion thin and serous, and drying 
into a scab which is soon displaced by the fluid accumulating un- 
derneath." He also remarks "the entire absence of induration; in 
its place a slight, flat, juicy-looking, boggy swelling, or elevation, 
about like a small peppermint in size and thickness." 

As proof of the efficacy of treatment, which was continued in 
five of the cases for one and a half to two and a half years, he 
states that subsequently "eight healthy children have been born, 
and both they and the parents have continued free from any evi- 
dence of syphilis." — Med, and Surg. Jour. 

Iodoform in Gastric Ulcer. — Dr. M. J. Redmond (British 
Medical Journal) uses iodoform in the treatment of gastric ulcer, 
one three-grain pill three times a day. The vomiting of blood, 
which had been persistent, diminished under the influence of this 
drug, and finally ceased; pain and tenderness decreased, and 
within a month the patient had entirely recovered. — Detroit Clin. 
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Treatment of Acute Tonsilitis by Ice and Quinine. — To 

•conclude our exercises this morning, I will show you a case, not of 
very great interest itself, but one that is frequently encountered in 
private practice, and therefore important for you to see. 

This man is suffering with violent acute tonsilitis; the tonsils, as 
you see, are still inflamed; they were enormously swollen. He had, 
when he came in, eight days ago, considerable fever; the temper- 
ature at one time was 103^*^, but it did not long remain at this 
height. The attack began with a chill, soon followed by fever, 
mucous expectoration, sore throat, but nothing like a diphtheritic 
deposit upon the surface. Both tonsils were swollen; he had high 
fever. It was a case of more than average severity, and in such 
cases the attack usually terminates with suppuration of the tonsils. 
It is rare that treatment will succeed in making the inflammation 
subside without it. 

We gave him ten grains of quinine daily at first, in a single 
morning dose; afterwards in divided doses. We allowed him to 
suck ice freely, and, also, bearing in mind our recent case of paro- 
tid swelling, we applied the ice in bags to the outside of the throat, 
assiduously. This was carried out very effectually; for in place of 
the profuse suppuration which usually takes place in such cases in 
the tonsils, it has only been superficial and very slight, and has af- 
fected only one tonsil. Therefore we have reason to be pleased 
with the effects of the ice and quinine treatment in this case. Oth- 
erwise nothing locally was done; he used a little water as a gargle 
but no astringents; we relied solely upon the ice which he sucked 
and had applied to the angles of the jaw. 

Now, gentlemen, this is a frequent disease and Ns very painful; 
if suppuration occur it is prolonged. I have called your attention 
to it solely with regard to its therapeutics; it presents no difiiculty 
in diagnosis, though obscure in its pathology. In severe cases I 
believe that the treatment followed in this patient jn'omises very 
satisfactory results. — Med, Summary. 

Poisoning by Winslow's Soothing Syrup. — In the Sani- 
tary News, December 15, 1881, there is a report of another death 
of a child eight months old, from the administration of a teaspoon- 
ful of "Mrs. Winslow's Soothing. Syrup," the symptoms of pois- 
oning by morphia being well marked. Analyses of this danger- 
ous nostrum have shown that each ounce of the syrup contains 
one prain of morphia; so the dose, according to the directions on 
the bottle, for a child eight months old, contained one-eighth of a 
grain of morphia. It is about time that legal proceedings should 
prohibit the sale of such dangerous compounds, when advertised 
as inoffensive. — Eclectic Med. yournal. 

Tlie Abortive Treatment of Buboes. — Dr. M. K. Taylor, 
(American Journal of Medical Sciences, April, 1882), claims good 
results in the abortive treatment of buboes by injections of car- 
bolic acid. He reports twenty cases in which he obtained remark- 
able success, and states that within the last seven years he has 
treated nearly one hundred and fifty cases of various forms of 
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lymphadenitis, arising from specific and non-specific causes; and 
"where he saw the cases before the formation of pus was well es- 
tablished, he had not failed to arrest the process immediately, and 
allay the pain in a few minutes. His method is to inject from ten 
to forty minims of a solution of eight or ten grains to the ounce of 
carbolic acid directly into the interior of the inflamed gland. This 
treatment is of course not original with Dr. Taylor. — Chicago 
Afed. Review. 

Necrosis from Arsenic. — Dr. Goodwillie, in American Medi- 
cal Association, (Detroit Clinic.) called attention of the section to 
cases of necrosis from arsenic, and illustrated them with wax 
models. 

Case 1 shows, by two models, necrosis of lower jaw from each 
ramus forward. The case before and after, with a new deposit of 
bone without any deformity. Photograph of the lady also 
shown. 

Case 2. Two models showing a case of poison by arsenic and 
necrosis of right superior maxillary. 

a. Showing case one week after removal of necrosed bone - 
Without, in the least, disturbing the soft tissue. Also showing the 
formation of new bone. 

b. The new bone complete and the mouth perfect; and no ex- 
ternal deformity. 

Case 3. Upper maxillary showing abscesses formed at nearly all 
the teeth, the result of applying arsenic to destroy sensibility of 
the dentine before filling the teeth. 

The above will serve to show the sad results of the improper 
use of this powerful agent in devitalizing dental pulps. 

Neuralgia. — Dr. Reginald G. Alexander, writing in the Lancet,, 
makes the statement that it is now a well established fact that neu- 
ralgia is a disease arising from debility, and since it is very often 
mistaken for rheumatism, gout, spinal irritation, etc., he gives the 
following diagnostic points by which it can be differentiated: i. 
Neuralgia occurs when general debility exists, is increased by fa- 
tigue, mental or bodily, but is relieved by food, and sometimes bv 
stimulants. 2. The pain, which is sudden, darting and excruciat 
ing, exhibits remarkable intermissions, especially in the earlv 
stages of the complaint, and the constitutional disturbance is slight 
(temp., pulse, etc., frequently normal). 3. It is usually unilateral. 
4 As the disease advances, tender spots are formed in the course 
of the aflected nerves. Realizing that debility plays so important 
a part in this disease, he says, as would be supposed, that the treat- 
ment m'ust be directed in every case toward improving the gen- 
eral health. Pure air night and day, great cleanliness and spong- 
ing with sea salt and water. Hypodermic injections of morphia 
give immediate relief and are really curative, since by allaying 
pain they allow the tonic measures to be carried out. — MciL and 
Surg Rep. 
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Oral and Dental Surgery. — Dr. D. H. Goodwillie, of New 
York, chairman of the section on oral and dental surgery, at the 
American Medical Association, spoke of the two divisions in this 
department of the healing art: ist, dental art or prosthetic dentis- 
try; 2d, oral surgery. 

The first is nearly all of a mechanical nature, while the latter 
treated of all the diseases of the mouth. 

He believed that the teaching of this specialty should be from 
established chairs in medical colleges, where all students, before 
graduating, should be examined on the principles and practice of 
this department. Besides practical instruction should be given in 
an infirmary or hospital devoted to this class of afiections. He 
gave illustrative cases from his personal experience of diseases of 
the mouth and associate parts, such as inter-oral extirpation of the 
maxilla with reproduction of bone and no deformity; inter-nasal 
extirpation of bones of the noSe; a new operation for closure of 
the hard palate and lip in early infancy; treatment of abscesses of 
the jaw and neighboring parts, etc. These cases were illustrated 
by diagrams, instruments, and over twenty models in wax. 

He closed by saying that he hoped the time was not far distant 
when there would be endowed universities where every branch of 
the healing art and allied sciences would be theoretically and prac- 
tically taught. — Detroit Clinic. 

Vaccination after Small-Pox. — Dr. C. F. Armstrong, of 
Corunna, Mich., writes: 

"I had small-pox in 1856, treated by Prof. Sagar, of Michigan 
University. A few days since, I was vaccinated by Dr. H. B. 
Shank, of Lansing, and have as nice a vaccine pock as any one 
would care to see. I have treated many cases of small-pox in 
hospital and camp, also in private practice without taking the dis- 
ease." — N. T, Med. Record. 

Two physicians applied a galvanic battery to a colored boy in 
Richmond, Va., who was said to have been struck dumb for lying 
to his mother, and he quickly b^gan to talk, in the most distinct 
and emphatic manner. — Ex. 

Prescription for Membranous Dysmenorrhcea. — Dr. Wm. 

H. Mussey, of Cincinnati, Ohio, in the Transactions of the Ohio 
Medical Society, 1879, gives the following prescription for mem- 
branous dysmenorrhcpa, which we have once before published, 
but which we are requested to republish: 

R Pulveris guiaci resinae ) ^ 

Terebenthinae canadensis ) * ^•'' 

Olei sassafras f. 3ij. 

Alcoholis f oviij. 

M. Macerate for seven days and strain. 

Then add: 

Hydrargyri chloridi corrosivi gr. x. 

Sig. Take twenty drops in wine or sweetened water, night 
and morningr. — J ^a. Med. Monthly. 
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There is apparently no limit to the activity of American invent- 
ors. During the first five months of the present year, there were 
filed at the Patent Oflfice 131244 applications for patents, being 2,- 
307 more than for the same period in 1881, and 3,039 more than 
for the corresponding months of 18S0. The receipts of the office 
for the same time were $428,805.65, being an increase of $64,623.- 
55 over 1881, and $90,660.85 over 1880. The total receipts for the 
present year, should the rate here shown be maintained, will be 
over one million dollars, and the number of applications more than 
36,000. Of this multitude of inventions, covering every field in 
which human intelligence is at work, a large proportion, of course, 
will be of questionable or trifling utility. But a respectable per- 
centage, at least, are of genuine value, and here and there in the 
list will be found such fruits of genius and patient labor as become 
landmarks in the history of the world's progress. One has only 
to reflect upon the astonishing number of these yearly contribu- 
tions to the resources of science and art, to realize in what a preg- 
nant age we are living, and how swift is the march of civilization 
toward a future of which the most sober estimates seem like the 
play of an extravagant fancy. — Mechanical News. 

A Demonstration of a New Method. — Some time ago a 
most interesting demonstration of a new method of preserving 
meat was given at York terrace. Regent's Park, England. In- 
stead of steeping the meat in an antiseptic, the preservative com- 
pound >yas introduced into the veins of the living animal, and 
from them into every part of the body. The sheep upon which 
the experiment was performed was first stunned by a blow on the 
head given with a wooden mallet. The left jugular vein was then 
laid bare, a pint of blood drawn oflf and about two pints of the 
preservative, dissolved in warm water and kept at blood heat, was 
injected into the opened vein. The sheep was then killed in the 
ordmary way, the whole occupation not occupying more than four 
minutes. The antiseptic used in this experiment was boracic acid, 
which did not in the slightest degree aflTect the quality or flavor of 
the meat, while the results of later experiments show that meat so 
treated will keep perfectly good without the use of ice or refrige- 
rators for five or six weeks in summer and two or three months 
in cold weather. — JVew Tork World, 

There is something stimulating to the imagination in the esti- 
mate of two million horse-power as the useful capacity of the 
American Fall at Niagara — in the ponderous machinery which it 
is proposed to erect on the brink of the falls for converting this 
power into electric energy — and in the 10,000 miles of copper ca- 
ble by which this force is to be distributed to sixty-five leading 
American cities and used by them for heating, illuminating and 
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general industrial purposes. The scale on which this enterprise- 
is projected ought to satisfy the most ardent enthusiast; and the 
statement has been made so many times that the author of the 
scheme has bought the twelve acres known as Prospect Park, as a 
preliminar}' step to getting his Archimedean lever in position, that 
it would be hardened skepticism to disbelieve it any longer. But 
the unpleasant reflection arises that the work of getting the pro- 
ject on paper, which is all that has yet been done, is at once the 
easiest and most inspiring part of the job. The prosaic details of 
the actual performance are yet to come, and will be much more 
tedious than the bold sketching of the outline. If nothing more 
is intended, however, than to create a company, and induce a suf- 
ficient number of credulous capitalists to put their good money 
into the undertaking, after the fashion of the Keely Monor stock- 
holders, there are no mechanical obstacles to be overcome, and the 
Niagara genius has smooth sailing before him. — Mech, News, 

A New Theory of the Formation of Coal. — After a pro- 
tracted microscopic study of coal. Prof. Reinsch has come to the 
conclusion that coal was not derived from land plants, but chiefly 
from microscopic forms of '"a lower order of protoplasm." He 
holds that plants of a higher order have contributed but a fraction 
of the mass of coal veins, however numerous they may have been 
in some instances. In a recent lecture, stating his conclusions, 
Prof. Reinsch referred to the fact that Dr. Muck, of Bochum, held 
that algae have mainly contributed to the formation of coal, and 
that marine plants were rarely found in coal because of their ten- 
dency to decompose, and that calcareous remains of molusks dis- 
appeared on account of the rapid formation of carbonic acid du- 
ring the process of carbonization. — Indepctident Practitioner. 

Metalic Writing Pencils. — These pencils consist, according 
to the Industrieblatter, of an alloy of lead, bismuth and quicksil- 
ver. The ingredients vary according to desired hardness of the 
pencils. The ordinary proportions arc: Lead, 70; bismuth, 90, 
and quicksilver, 8 parts by weight. A larger proportion of lead 
and quicksilver makes the pencil softer, and produces darker 
marks in writing. The lead and bismuth arc melted together and 
allowed somewhat to cool, when the quicksilver is added and the 
composition cast in proper moulds. — Druggists Circular. 

Baptiste-Jacob, the New Siamese Twins. — The brothers 
Tocci, born in Turin in 1S77, are considered to be even more cu- 
rious than the famous Siamese twins. Thcv have two well formed 
heads, two pairs of arms and two thoraces, with all internal or- 
jrans; but at the level of the sixth rib thcv coalesce into onebodv. 
—Ex. 

A RECENT (jerman improvement in grain-cleaning machines 
consists in making the casings of stoneware made of ferruginous 
clay. The advantages claimed by the inventor for this covering 
over metal are that it lasts longer and works better, as the work- 
ingf-surface will not wear smooth. — IZx. 



i 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULJ;. 



A Common Error that should be Corrected. — G. G. Roy, 

M. D., Professor of Materia Medica in Southern Medical College, 

Atlanta, Ga., sends us the following practical hint, which it is well 

to observe: 

We frequently see in print formulas thus expressed: (Copied 
from the Medical and Surgical Reporter, Philadelphia.) 

B Creasoti, /« xx ad f. jss, • 

Zinci oxidi, 3iss, 

Ungt. simp, benzoat, Ji. M. 

Now, the books teach, and we teach in our classes, that a minim 
(m) is equivalent to two drops; and young graduates (and many 
of the older) who have been so instructed, might very naturally 
make a serious, if not a fatal mistake in prescribing poison- 
ous liquid medicines, if the druggist gave the value of the minim 
as equivalent to two drops, when it was intended to represent one 
drop; or the patient might suffer, and the physician be disap- 
pointed in the eflTect or want of effect of the medicine, if he in- 
tended the minim as 2 drops and the druggist used one. 

It is true that in the above formula the "ad. f. 3ss" shows that 
the minim is intended to represent a drop — since, if representing 
two-forty drops would be used, which is more than half a fluid 
dracnm — but it is not always thus written. The minim is rarely 
used with us, and the mistake not likely to occur with our drug- 
gists; but in using a prescription, which has proven valuable in 
the hands of other physicians, where the minim is directed in- 
stead of "^//" — the physician borrowing it would not know which 
was intended (unless the formula is similar to the one quoted 
above) and of course could not enlighten the druggist. 

The minim should be used only to represent two drops, (the 
books teach this) or it would be best to write "^//" altogether, as 
all know that this symbol means a drop. 

Uniformity in a matter apparently so simple as this, is never- 
theless very desirable, and may sometimes prevent serious, if not 
fatal consequences to the patient,' and relieve the physician and 
druggist, to say the least, of much severe criticism and even 
criminality. 

Treatment of Uterine Fibroids. — Fibroids of the uterus may 
often be successfully treated by the use of suppositories of ergotin 
made according to the following formula: 

Ergotin gr. i - 1 2 ; 0.006 Gin. ; 

Cacao butter gr. xxiij; 1.50 Gm.; 

Vaselin q. s. 

For one suppository. 

• These suppositories are of equal use in cases of menorrhagia, 
metrorrhagia, and cHronic metritis. — Le Prog: Med.; Lon, Prac. 

3 
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Chronic Ulcer. — Dr. Erichsen, in Detroit Clinic, reports a case 
of chronic ulcer cured as follows — 

John G., aged 58. This man had a small ulcer on his right leg. 
No specific history. The cause could not be ascertained. His 
general health was good. I prescribed — 

B lodoformi, ^ drachm, 

Balsam Peru, q. s, 

Cerati simp i ounce. 

M. Ft. unguentum. 

Sig. To be applied to ulcer night and morning. 

Improvement took place rapidly, and in five weeks the man was 
relieved of his trouble. 

Comedone W^ash — 

Cologne 100 parts, 

Benzoic acid 5 parts, 

Balsam Peru i part, 

Mix and add : 

Alcohol 300 parts, 

Cone. acet. acid 500 parts. 

ANOTHER ONE. 

Ac. oxalic 5 parts, 

Borax 10 parts, 

Rosewater 135 parts, 

Glycerine 50 parts. 

These might replace the secret or patented Comedone washes. 
— New Idea. 

New Treatment for Vaginitis. — M. Terrillon proposes a 
method of treatment which consists essentially in the introduction 
into the vagina of the following ointment — 

R Ac. tannic 50 grams, 

Amyli 150 grams, 

Ung. petrolei 150 grams. 

M. This ointment is placed in a sort of speculum, so arranged 
that the ointment can be forced out as the instrument is withdrawn 
from the vagina. If the vulvar opening is large a small tampon of 
cotton may be introduced. Generally from fifteen to twenty grams 
of the uneuent is sufilicient at one application, and it need not be 
repeated for seven or eight days. — mea, and Surg. Rep, 

Mercurial Salivation. — For the prevention of it. Professor 
Panas prescribes the following — 

Powdered cinchona 3 parts. 

Powdered rhatany i part, 

Powdered chlorate of potash i part. 

Rub the gums ten or twelve times a day. — Ibid. 
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Camphorated Dover Powders.— Dr. A. H. Chcnoweth, of 
Olney, Missouri, says: I have been using for three or four years 
an anodyne and diaphoretic powder of my own invention, made 
after the following: 

R Powdered opium yi scruple, 

Powdered ipecac i scruple. 

Powdered camphor 2 scruples, 

Powdered potassa bromidi 8 scruples. 

Throw together in a mortar, and rub into a fine powder. Dose, 
the same as the old powder. — Brief, 

Treatment of Amenorrhcea. — A large number of remedies 
have been credited with emmenagogue properties, many of them 
being inert, and some of them simply irritant poisons whose em- 
ployment has frequently resulted fatally, especially when used with 
criminal intent, as abortifacients. Strychnia affords excellent re- 
sults in many instances. A favorite with me is the following — 

fi Strychnia; sulph g^- .i» 

Quiniae 5 j, 

Ferrum per hydrogen ) .. 

Asafetida pulv )" «* 3 >J» 

Ext qussise q. s. 

In pil. No. 60 div. Sig. One four times daily. 

I usually add at bed-time ten drops of Squibb^s fluid ext ergot 
in water; and a forcible Jet of cbld water along the spine every 
morning on rising for a ^w minutes, with brisk friction of the ab- 
domen, succeeds admirably in many cases. Exercise in the open 
air, equestrianism particularly, with attention to a normal action of 
the skin, kidneys, and bowels is essential. — Med. Summary. 

Ring Worm. — 

R Adipis 6 drachms, 

Glycerina; 2 drachms, 

Sodii carbonat 'i drachm, 

Calcis pulv yi drachm, 

Carbonis (liq.) pulv i^ ounces. 

M. Sig. Before applying this salve remove scabs by using 
starch poultices. Treatment should be kept up two or three 
months in cases of tinea tonsurans. — N, O, Med. jour, 

Chordee. — 

R Chloral hydrat % drachm, 

Camphorae, 12 grains, 

Morph. acetatis 2 grains, 

01. theobroma q.s. 

M. Ft suppos. no. 6(15 grains each). 

Sig. One every hour in rectum until relieved. — Med. and Surg, 
Rep&rter. 
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EDITOBIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



PLEASE NOTICE. — Subscribers in arrears please remit 
without further delay. 

Subscribers Receipted will appear in our next 

See the advertisements of two Medical Colleges in this Jour- 
nal. 

The next meeting of the American Medical Association is ap- 
pointed for Cleveland, Ohio, June, 1883. 

Correction. — In Dr. Hobbs' article in the June number of our 
Journal on Entropion and Trichiasis in 23d line from the end 
read eliptical for conical, and in 17th and 19th lines from the end 
lo and ten should read — 10. 

Southern Medical College, Atlanta. — The curriculum 
in this new and progressive Institution is now complete — the fol- 
lowing additional lecturers having been appointed: 

H. F. Scott, M. D., Lecturer on Dermatology. 

H. H. Catching, D. D. S., Lecturer on Dental Surgery. 

W. C. Jarnagin, M. D., Auxiliary to the chair of Obstetrics and 
Diseases of Women and Children. 



''MEDICAL COLLEGES AND QUACKEBY.'' 
lender this head the editor of the Atlanta Medical Register, in 
the July number, after some very timely and sensible comments 
touching the duties of Medical Colleges in properly and thoroughly 
training the students under their care, and the just expectation of 
the profession and the public that only correct principles be incul- 
cated and enjoined upon those receiving diplomas, thus remarks: 

** Having one6 felt these impulses, and being sUll Imprened with the value of soch 
t »fluenoe«, onr astonishment can be imagined when, only a few days ago, we diaoov- 
ered In the list ol reoent gradoates of an old and weU-known Medical College the 
name of a notorious nestmm vendor. Standing side by side with aspiring and wor- 
thy young men, he reoeived the indorsement of a corps of dignified proftssors and 
was aent out to the world with theaeal of the InsUtutlon upon him, not to practice 
medicine, ah, no ; not that, no such drudgeiy tor him ; but, under cover of a diploma, 
unconditionally granted, to eontlnue to ply his vocation undisturbed, and to con- 
ttnue to dispense his secret compound without the l^ar of the law before hla eyes. 

We are not apprtosd of the arguments advanced by these i^tlemen, if any there 
were, to explain or excuse this act We are merely dealing with the teet as it ap- 
pears in their printed announcement and with the principle which theaetlnvolves, 
and whatever motive may have prompted them to lend their aid to ttie aoeompllsh> 
ment of this unhallowed end^ we emphatically sewirt that it was not oonalcieBate of 
theelaas; it was not complimentary to the atussni; it can aearcely reflect credit 
upon the Ccatege, and It surely will Qpt tu»d IQ exalt the standing of the medles' 
pro »nrtoo . 
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As the name of the Institution against which the above charge is 
brought is not given, we feel it just and proper to inform the pro- 
fession that it does not apply to the Southern Medical College of 
this city, with which two of our editorial corps are connected; 
and we take occasion to say in behalf of the Faculty of this Insti- 
tution (the new school) that no "notorious nostrum vendors" can 
be found among their list of graduates; and we take occasion to 
repeat, what has often been avowed by the founders of the South- 
ern Medical College, that they have earnestly and dilligently la- 
bored to elevate the standard of medical education in the South, 
and that it is their aim to establish a great leading, central Institu- 
tion in Atlanta for the Southern States; one of which the profes- 
sion will be proud, and whose diploma will convey to its possessor 
a title to high and honorable recognition in the ranks of the med- 
ical profession everywhere. 

It is hoped that the friends of medical education will appreciate 
these pledges, and will give to the new Institution their hearty co- 
operation and support. 

OFFICERS OF AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OX NOMINATIONS. 

President, Dr. John L. Atlee, Lancaster, Pa.; First Vice-Presi- 
dent, Dr. Eugene Grissom, Raleigh, N. C; Second Vice-Presi- 
dent, Dr. A.J. Stone, St Paul, Minn.; Third Vice-President, Dr. 
J. A. Octerlony Louisville. Ky.; Fourth Vice-President, Dr. H. S. 
Orme, Los Angelos, Cal.; Treasurer, Dr. R. J. Dunglison, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; Librarian, C. H. A. Kleinschmidt, Washington, D. C. 

Judicial Council to fill vacancies — Dr. N. S. Davis, III.; Dr. T. 
M. Brown, U. S. N.; Dr. X. C. Scott, O.; Dr. M. Sexton, Ind.; 
Dr. N. C. Husted, N. Y.; Di\ Wm. Lee, Md.; Dr. J. E Reeves, 
West Virginia. 

The next place of meeting — Cleveland, O. 

Chairman of Committee of Arrangements — Dr. X. C. Scott, 
Cleveland, O. 

Section in Practice of Medicine — J. H. Hollister, of Chicago, 
Chairman; John G. Lee, Philadelphia, Secretary. 

Section in Surgery and Anatomy — W. F. Peck, Davenport^ 
Iowa, Chairman; Paul F. Eve, Nashville, Tenn., Secretary. 

Section in Obstetrics — John K. Bartlett, Milwaukee, Wis., 
Chairman; G. A. Moses, St Louis, Mo., Secretary. 

Section in Medical Jurisprudence and State Medicine — Foster 
Pratt, Kalamazoo, Mich., Chairman; Thos. L. Neal, Dayton, O., 
Secretary. 

Section in Ophthalmology, Otology and Laryngology — A. W. 
Calhoun, Atlanta, Ga., Chairman; Carl Seiler, Philadelphia, Pa., 
Secretary. 

Section in Diseases of Children — R. F. Blount, Wabash, Ind., 
Chairman; J. H. Sears, Texas, Secretray. 

Section in Dentistry — D. H. GoodwiJlie, N. Y., Chairman; T: 
W. Brophy, Chicago, 111., Secretary, 
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Committee on Necrology — J. M. Toner, D. C., Chairman. 
Committee on Publication — W. B. Atkinson, Chairman. 
Assistant Secretary— Dr. I. N. Hines, Cleveland, O. 
Committee on State Medicine — D. C. Ewing, Ark., Chairman. 

Dr. J. E. Janvrin, of New York, requests us to call the atten- 
tion of our readers to the fact that a "System of Gynaecology by 
American Authors" is in process of preparation, and it is intended 
that this shall be as nearly encyclopaedic as possible, and that to 
him has been allotted the task of writing the chapter on the "His- 
tory and Statistics of Ovariotomy," and he asks information from 
medical brethren on this subject. It is desirable, too, to have all 
material ready for the press by the end of this year — so that the 
sooner the returns are made, the lighter will be the task of the 
editor. Please request all who wish their cases published, to send 
me the reports before September i, prox. 

May I request your earnest co-operation in the matter, that the 
work may be worthy the great subject in hand. The questions to 
be answered are as follows: 

1. Name of Operator? 11. Longor short incision? 

2. Age of Patient? 12. Adhesions or other compli- 
3- Nationality? cations? 

4. Married or single? D^^^le or single Ovariotomy? 

5. Aspiration or previous tap ,> .1 , . i5 . ^ i- .^ 

pine? ^4- Pathological features of Cyst? 

6. Duration of Growth? ^S- Treatment of the Pedicle? 

16. With or without Drainage? 

7. Laparotomy or vaginal Op- 17. Duration of Operation? 

eration? 18. Complicated or Uncomplica- 

8. Condition of patient at time ted history of Operation? 

of Operation? 19. Anti-Pyretics used, if any? 

9. Were antiseptic precautions 20. Result'Causeofdeath, ifany? 

used? 21. Primary or secondary opera- 

10. Was the spray used? tionr 

Let the answers be as concise as possible. In many cases a 
simple yes or no will suffice. 

All communications should be addressed to him, 191 Madison 
Avenue, New York Citv. 



DR. JNO. O. WESTMNBELAND AND THE A JLANTA MEDI- 
CAL COLLEGE 

The following card appeared in the Atlanta Constitution of 
July 2d, 1882 : 

To THE Public. 

More than a year aco I resigned my ohair of Materia Medioa and Therapeutios in 
tbe Atlanta Medical CoUege, which I had ooonpied finom the oiganimtionln 1S55. 
By that act, as the Faculty were well apprised, my connection with the Institution 
was nominally and practically severed. In the sacoeedlng oatalogae my name was 
retained as Emeritus Professor, as I supposed to show an honorable separation ftom 
the Faculty, and of course was not ol^ected to. It is, howeyer, inserted again In the 
catalogue of the present year, without my knowledge, desire or consent, or any 
vaUd reason, as I conceive. 

M7 resignation was Ibunded on ot(jeotlons to the policy adopted by the Faculty 
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of Uzing the stndents and Faculty with lUll fees for a young man to act as olerk for 
the Dean and whlppeMn for the College, and I do not, therefore, intend to retain 
even a nominal connection, though nearly a quarter of a century of the prime of my 
life was spent in the organisation and sneoessfnl operation of the Ooliege. If the 
continuance of my name is intended as an honor to me. I respectfaliy decline it, 
and if for other purposes my duty to the public requires this nouce. 

J. Q, WESTMOREIiAND. 



TffE GARFIELD DOCTORS' BILLS. 

We copy from a newspaper the following extract from Senator 
Vest's address, relative to the fees in the Garfield case: 

" It anything \b established by hunum testimony, if anything is creditable in re- 
gard to this case, it is that the late lamented President 01 the United States was— I 
will not use the word *butehered'— but unquestionably malpractice was had upon 
him in his last illness, producing his death. It Is adnutted by the medical authori- 
ties who had charge of the case, and the autopsy put it beyond any sort of question, 
that be was treated for a pus cavity, while the wound which hurried him to the 
grave never for a moment came under the attention of those eminent surgeons. I 
allude to this in no spirit of malevolence ; but I allude to it as a matter of legitimate 
discussion, to show that these gentlemen, from a medical and sdentlflc point of 
view, are not entitled to the enormous fees which they now bring as a claim against 
the (Government of the United States." 

We do not propose to enter into an argument to defend the 
course and practice of the medical gentlemen who treated Presi- 
dent Garfield; enough has already been said on the subject. As a 
journalist we wish to place a protest upon record against the se- 
vere and unjustifiable abuse of the medical men in this case, based 
upon the fact that they failed to trace the course of the ball. We 
insist that all the surgeons in the world, had they been there, could 
not have traced the devious track of the ball by any means now 
known to surgery; and if they could have done so, and located it 
in the exact spot where the autopsy found it, nothing could have 
been done to remove it or to change the result. That the case was 
a fatal one from the beginning there is now no doubt, and as little 
doubt that his life was prolonged and his sufferings greatly allevi- 
ated by the physicians. For this, and for the care and dilligence 
they bestowed upon the illustrious patient, they are entitled to the 
gratitude of the American people. 

As to the fees, we do not favor any extortionate charges; nor 
do we understand that the medical men have made any charge — ^ 
the matter being referred to a committee of Congress. 

If so liberal a fee were to be conferred upon some Govern- 
ment agent, or some shrewd and distinguished attorney acting for 
the Government, in some matter of public interest, it would be 
thought legitimate and right; but when a member of the medical 
profession happens once in a century to fall in the way of receiv- 
ing a bounty, then it is pronounced an outrage and a shame. Gen. 
Grant, already possessed of a large fortune, and loaded down 
with honors, has had bounties lavished upon him; and Mrs. Gar- 
field was made the recipient of hundreds of thousands, and no 
word of conplaint is heard; but now that two or three conscien- 
tious and faithful medical men, bearing the unjust censure and 
abuse of half the nation, are to receive a somewhat liberal fee, a 
howl of indignation and wrath is heard throughout the country. 
Shame! We do not favor exagerated allowances; but if they are 
to be tolerated in any case, why not to a doctor as well as to any- 
body else? 
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The Southern Dental Association will assemble the present 
year at Baltimore, August 8th next. 

Death from Chloroform. — Mr. George Allen, a citizen of 
Binuingham, Ala., died on June the 2d from inhaling chloroform 
to have a tooth extracted. 



SPECIAL NOTICES 



PARBE, DAVIS A CO.— This great drug house, of Detroit, Mlohigan, have at- 
tained to a very high reputation as wholeBale.dmggLT^s and manufactunng chemists. 
Their Indomitable enterprise In the Importation and presentation of new drugs to 
the Profession Is worthy of all praise, and their numerous reliable and elegant prep- 
arations have the confidence of the public and of the Medical Profession every- 
where. See their advertisement in this Journal. 

THE art of sugar-coating pills so as not to Impair their solnbHltyi but to preserve 
the composition. Keeping It soft and plastic, has acquired for Measrs. banter A 
Co.. a world-wide reputation. Phydclans may rely upon the purity of the drugs 
used, and upon the mathemaUcal nicety In which their pnis, ^^granules,*' and 
"parvules" are divided. Bvery doctor may be his own druggist, and at the same 
time save himself the drudgery of It by using WARNER'S preparations. A bottle 
of Quinine Pills rerwntly sent us by this firm satisfies us that this firm is luUy main- 
taining Its reputation.— iVorf A CaroUna Medical Journal, Juijf, 1879. 

KEED A CABVBICK.— The polite and intelligent agent of this excellent house 
called at our ofllce and exhibited a number of samples prepared by them. For neat- 
ness, beauty and excellence of combination they cannot be surpassed. We ask our 
readers to read their advertisement on next to last cover page in this Journal, and to 
test their preparations. We have found them very usefm in practice. 

OELEBIIIA.— Examine the advertisement of this agent by J. C. Richardson in 
this Journal, it is very highly extolled as a Herve Tonle of rare quailty, adapted 
to low, debilitated conditions of the system firom any cause- especially in cases of 
mental, nervous or sexual exhaustion. Among the multitude of new and useful 
agents now being introduced, it is regarded as a very valuable addition to the arma- 
mentarium of the physician. 

HTDROI4BINE.— Br.E. H. Trenholme, 82 Beaver Hall, Montreal, Can., says: My 
experience with Hydrolelne has been more than satislisctory, and I know no rem- 
edy like it in cases of a scroftadous or tubercular jdiathesls. In some of my cases the 
eflect of Hydrolelne has been really marvelous. I wish you to send me half a dozen 
bottles for my own personal use, as I wish to continue taking it myiMlf. 

NOW that the father of antiseptic surgery has placed carbolic acid under ban, 
and recommended eucalyptus as an eflldent substitute for it, we would advise phy- 
sicians to give IjISTERIJnB a trial. Eucalyptus is one of its constituents ; and the 
preparation, being a perfect solution, is presented in a form most convenient tor 
general MB^^Louvsviue Medioal Neiot, June 2&^, 1881. 

More of ELIilOTT'S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to different pcurts of the country since Jan- 
uary 1st. The proprietor invites a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Bag in the market. The U. S. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. MELLIEB;, 700 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

JOHBSTOH'S FI«1TID BEEF. 

C. H. F. RouTH, M. D., Senior Physician to the Samaritan Hospital for Women and 
Children, etc., 62 Montague Square, London, 17th April, 1878, writes :— I have made 
careftil and repeated trials of your Fluid beef, and am eminently satisfied with It. It 
aflbrds sustenance, and Is well borne bv weak stomachs. It seems to me to ftiifil a 
desideratum long sought for, and I teel much obliged to you for bringing it before 
my notice. 1 trust you will have depots in London soon, for a Beef Tea containing al- 
bumen and flbrlne in such large quantities, and in such a readily assimilable mix- 
ture, will prove of the greatest value to the treatment of disease. 

<|«liiine flCypod^miieally.— Qninla Bl-Mnrlatlca Cardamldata ; soluble In Its 
own weight of boiling dUtllled water. 

Dr. McCoy, house pnyslclan of Bellevue Hospital, in the Medical Record of August* 
7th, 1880, cited 88 cases in which he subcutaneously administered this remedy with 
the most satlsfttotory results, and without the sequence of a single abcees. He em- 
ployed a fifty percent, solution of Bl-Muriate Qulnla with Urea; and In one case, 
which he cites, found that 40 grains of the salt, when given at one time, produced 
dnchonism in one hour, the temperature being decreased four degrees in five hours. 

McKesson A Bobbins, of New York, well known as the introducers of gelatine- 
coated pills, manufacture the salts, and sell it in one, two and four gramme vials, 
and fldso the fifty ^> er cent, solution which they put up In one*elghth ounce and one 
ounce vials. 
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CLINICAL REPORT 

Of a Compound Comminuted Complicated Fracture of the Supe- 
rior Maxilla^ and Compound Complicated Fracture of the Infe- 
ferior Maxilla, Successfully Treated. 

By Drs. Hayes Bhps., Marianna, Ark. 

Read before the Lee County Medical Association, at the June Meeting, by W. 0» 

Hayes, M. D. 



Maj. C , aet. 52, married, a planter, was a subject of chronic 

diarrhoea while in the army; except with threatening attacks of it 
since from time to time, health has been otherwise good. 

Gentlemen: As this case is a peculiar one and nothing like it 
has attracted my attention, either in the authorities or journals, I 
am permitted to hope that a brief history of it will be neither un- 
interesting nor uninstructive. 

Dec. i8th, 1881. Sunday evening at 3 o'clock we were called 

in great haste to go ^\^ miles in the country to see Maj. C , 

who had been thrown from a buggy by a runa »vay team, upsetting 
the buggy and throwing the two occupants out 

The Major was thrown with great force against the end of a 
fence rail, which came in contact with the right side of the face^ 
was taken up insensible and carried to a neighboring house, where 
we found him one hour and a half afterwards. He complained of 
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our delay, and thought we had put him of! too long. We found 
him covered with blood, his face badly mangled and swollen, his 
mouth clotted, his speech very imperfect, and the blood running 
anteriorly and posteriorly from the nose. 

It was a horrible sight to witness, and distressing in prognosis. 
After removing the blood trom the face, we proceeded by trim- 
ming close the beard. On first sight we found two gashes in the 
cheek, each about two and a half inches long and extending to the 
bone; one beginning directly beneath the right nostril and extend- 
ing irregularly to;i point about the centre of the cheek; the other 
divided the lower lip half way between the centre and the right 
corner of the mouth, extending downward and to the right. 

After a brief but satisfactory examination (under sponge and 
water) of the fractured jaws, we promptly closed the lacerations 
by stitches. 

The right cheek was badly complicated, the superior maxilla be- 
ing comminuted — also the malar on the same side. The teeth on 
this side were easily moved separately, and were held in position 
with the crushed bone only by the gusm, which were not lace- 
rated. 

The gash made in the laceration of the Levator muscles also 
severed branches from the mouth and nose, and soon he vomited 
a large amount from the stomach, and was relieved of the nausea 
that he had been complaining of, and then rested quietly under a 
close of chloral until we could get an ambulance to take him home. 

On arrival, at 8 o'clock, p. m., had a free natural action from the 
bowels; was put to bed with pulse feeble and breathing difficult, 
which was due, in part, to clotted blood in the nose, that we 
would not remove for fear of fresh hemorrhage. 

Treatment as indicated, whisky and carb. ammonia, chloral hy- 
drate and warm appliances; bowels acting again at 11 o'clock, free, 
bilious stool; quite restless all night. 

Monday, 19th. Deglutition difficult this mornings-due to swell- 
ing of soft parts and complication of fracture: spitting or blowing 
out large quantities of coagulum. At 10 o'clock an action from 
the bowels, all blood, and due to a deposit which had been accu- 
mulating in the stomach since 5 o'clock the evening before, the 
time at which he vomited freely. 

In consideration of the complications in this case, Dr. W. B. 
Rogers, of Memphis, was called, who met us at this date; and on 
close examination (the coagulum having passed from the mouth 
and the patient well rested) he discovered a fracture, also, on the 
left side, in the superior maxilla, passing transversely across the 
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facial surface, near the canine fossa, and downward in front be- 
tween the canine and incisive teeth. 

The consideration in this council (in which Dr Sumpter was in- 
vited to take part) was, first, the demand for an operation to take 
away all comminuted bone from the right cheek. 

Second, the possible repair of bone, if properly adjusted and 
supported in a vulcanized rubber plate, to be prepared by a skill- 
ful surgeon dentist 

Yet, age and condition, long and tedious treatment, and doubt- 
ful repair were opposing features in this plan. It was neverthe- 
less agreed upon, though reluctantly; yet we never had reason af- 
terward to regret it. 

Treatment: Bitter wine of iron, dose Jss. ter die; chloral hy- 
drate, pro re nata. Listerine as a disinfectant and antiseptic. Nose 
and mouth syringed out frequently, with much discharge of clots 
and muco-pus. 

Tuesday, 20th. Rested well last night; is now taking beef tea, 
maltine and cream. Listerine used freely to mouth and nose; 
breathing some better; deglutition improved on account of ban- 
•dage being tightened, and supporting action of jaws. Was exam- 
ined by Dr. N. N. Hayes, dentist, of Helena, who discovered still 
another fracture that had escaped our notice up to this time (al- 
though it had been suspected). This was a fracture of the shaft 
of the inferior maxilla, just in front of the mental foramen of the 
right side, which corresponded with the gash of the lower lip that 
has already been described. The discovery of this fracture very 
materially increased the difficulty in our plan of treatment. We 
were now deprived of the leverage and support of the lower jaw ; 
and it was necessary to contrive a plate, so as to act as a stay, both 
to the upper and lower jaWs. The patient was anaesthetized and 
the impression taken. 

Wednesday, 2ist-. Rested badly last night; troubled by dis- 
placement of bandages; swallowing difficult; patient low-spirited 
and fearful of being strangled. Temperature having been very 
little above normal up to this time, is now exaggerated into 
fever. 

Thursday, 22d. Seems better this morning, taking nourishment 
and tonic with more ease; is troubled about the adjusting of the 
plate that is to be put in the mouth this morning. The dentist 
who had been laboring constantly and skillfully for two days, was 
now ready. The plate, which is before me for inspection, has two 
surfaces — an upper and lower, with sockets fitted for the stay of 
upper and lower teeth when the parts of fracture are evenly ad- 
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justed, and resembles somewhat a long piece of "popping" wax or 
chewing-gum that a girl would pull from her mouth, "V" shaped^ 
showing the impression of every tooth in the head. You may ob- 
serve that on the lower margin of this plate there is a correspond- 
ing gap to the one made in the lower jaw by the evacuation or 
the five teeth we have already described; this gap in the plate was 
made as large as possible, for through it only could we have in- 
gress to the mouth. 

The plate was introduced by the dentist, and as the intelligent 
assistance of the patient was needed in placing it, he was not an- 
aesthetized, but was compelled to endure the adjustment of frac- 
ture and setting teeth in the plate with much pain, which he did 
with more complacency than we expected. 

The skillful arrangement of this plate adapted itself to the jaws,, 
approximating a natural position. After applying our bandages 
and an isinglass plaster passed across the chin to carry off the 
fluids from the mouth, he was permitted to rest. 

Through the. gap describee!, we were able to pass the nozzle of 
a syringe, and with antiseptic solutions his mouth and nostrils- 
were frequently cleansed; and a tablespoon could enter sufficiently 
to turn in its liquid contents. The treatment as already given, was- 
kept up with very little variation for two months. 

On the eighth day there was a rise of temperature, with a more 
liberal discharge of muco-pus, and much complaint of pain in the 
jaws. This high inflammatory action lasted until the 13th day, 
when it began to subside. At this time, being the ist day of Jan- 
uary, we removed bandages with much care, cleansed and re- 
dressed the face, with intention to let the plate remain in situ for 

a few more days, but next day found plate entirely dislodged, af- 
ter a spell of coughing, which was produced by imperfect deglu- 
tition. The plate was then removed, dressings re-applied, and af- 
ter taking two stitches in the hair-lip that was forming from the 
gash below, we congratulated. our patient that union was rapidly 
being completed in the fractured parts. 

Feb. 1st. He began to eat soft eggs, rice, gelatine and other 
semi-solids. At this time a small spicula of bone was taken from 
the mouth, and an abscess formed beneath the fracture of the 
lower jaw. Thi^ abscess was kept open for three months as a 
drainage; one small spicula passed in the meantime. 

Four months after injury the light bandage was taken off. The 
beard having grown out sufficiently, leaves no deformity when the 
mouth is closed, except the cicatrix across the levator muscles. The 
action of these muscles and sensitive nerves are left imperfect, but 
are improving by use. He can now eat any well prepared food;, 
health good; attentive to business, and .is grateful for the results 
in the case. 
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IODOFORM AS A DRESSING TO FRESH WOUNDS. 



By Lindsay Johnson, M. D., of Ga. 



Last February I was called to see a young man at Bartow Iron 
Works — a station on the W.* & A. R. R. — who had, the evening 
before, been run over by a freight train, his right ankle being so 
•badly mangled that amputation ot the lower third of the leg was at 
once performed. At the time of the operation no antiseptic pre- 
<:aution whatever was taken. Patient was very much exhausted 
from loss of blood, long suffering (eighteen hours having elapsed 
-since reception of injury) and shock. Wound was simply dressed 
with cold cloths, and directions left with the nurse to keep dress- 
ing wet till my return next day. Primary dressing was then re- 
moved and iodoform well sprinkled over surface of wound, the 
stump enveloped by a wide piece ot smoothe cloth, greased with 
vaseline to prevent sticking, and over the whole a rpUer bandage, 
to be unmolested for four days. At the expiration of this time I 
returned, and upon removing the dressing found wound perfectly 
■ sweet, presenting a healthy, granulating surface with slight sero- 
. sanguineous flow. Sutures were all removed, wound cleansed and 
dressed in same way. Directions left with nurse to continue the 
use of iodoform, removing dressing and reapplying once in twenty- 
four hours. 

After this I saw patient every four days. No pain or muscular 
twitching in attendance; slept well without the aid of an anodyne 
or hypnotic; appetite good throughout; suppuration slight, and 
from first to last not the faintest odor ever perceptible. In two 
weeks from date of accident patient was up and on crutches; no 
untoward symptom having shown itself during treatment, and no- 
thing used as a dressing save the iodoform. 

Again: Virgil Cox, aet 22 years, an employee of the W. & A. R. 
R., while engaged in coupling cars at Cartersville, Ga., on the 
night of April 8th, had his clothing caught in a brake and was 
thrown beneath the cars, one wheel passing obliquely over right 
leg between the knee and ankle. The cars being in motion he 
was carried the distance of forty feet, receiving in his passage over 
the track-railing and ends of cross-ties, deep lacerations on either 
side of the perineum, besides numerous superficial abrasions and 
contusions. When I first saw him it seemed almost a forlorn hope 
to attempt surgical interference; yet not feeling satisfied to stand 
passively by and make no effort at saving a valuable life, had him 
4aken from the oflSce floor of a hotel, where he had been borne by 
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friends, and placed upon a table. Ably assisted by Drs. W. W- 
and R. W. Leake, I amputated thigh at the lower third, about 
12 o'clock — two hours after reception of the injury. With all the 
unfavorable circumstances surrounding such an operation at such 
an hour — the profound shock, excessive exhaustion from previous- 
loss of blood, it appeared almost impossible that patient should 
survive even a few hours. Stump and other wounds all dressed, 
our full energies were employed in reviving patient from chloro- 
form stupor, and establishing general reaction. Suffice it to say, 
he at length "came around." For the first few days carbolic acid 
in conjunction with iodoform was used as a dressing and general! 
disinfectants. 

About the fifth day sutures were removed; wounds, stump and 
peripeum presenting fresh and healthy granulating surfaces. After 
this iodoform alone was used, previous experience having thor; 
oughly convinced me that as a local anaesthetic and antiseptic, and 
as a remedy against painful muscular jerking, this agent was par 
excellence. At each dressing the wounds were well cleansed of 
the sero-sanguineous matter which invariably follows amputations 
and wounds of like character, and a fresh supply of iodoform 
sprinkled over the surfaces, covered with several layers of soft 
cloth, and the whole length of stump enveloped in a roller ban- 
dage. This method was persisted in during the whole course of 
treatment; and, as in the case previously mentioned, not the 
slightest odor, at any time, could be detected, nor was pain pres- 
ent in a degree demanding the employment of an anodyne. The 
perineal wounds, which gave us most concern, healed with great 
kindness and rapidity. Indeed, I have yet to see a case that, all 
in all, resulted so satisfactorily. Notwithstanding the intervention 
of acute rheumatism, thejyoung man was able to take crutches and 
walk the distance of seventy yards, get upon the cars and go to 
his home, about forty miles distant, the 4Sth day from the time of* 
injury*. His wounds all healed, and in geod general health and. 
spirits. 

Now, in taking a retrospect of the action of iodoform in 
this last mentioned case, when the patient was subjected to power- 
ful shock, numerous a^brasions and contusions, deep lacerations in 
and near vital organs, and an exhaustive operation, I am forced to 
the conclusion that most of what has been said of the intoxicating- 
and poisonous effect of this agent is all "io^^." Not for a single 
moment could elevation of temperature, headache, depression^ 
loss of appetite, or other untoward symptom be ascribed to this- 
remedy. That some individuals may exhibit an idiosyncrasy in. 
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respect to iodoform, I have no doubt; while in a great majority of 
cases I am led to believe nothing of a toxic nature could be im- 
puted to its employment. As in opium, ipecac and various other 
drugs, if unfavorable constitutional peculiarities should arise, the 
discontinuance of its use would at once, I am sure, put a stop to 
the trouble. 

I will only add, that in a recent case of deep knife wound — 
penetrating the thoracic cavity from behipd — I used iodoform 
alone as a dressing, receiving from its use the full benefit of a safe 
antiseptic, a reliable local anaesthetic and rapid promoter of healthy 
granulation. Am now treating a serious gun-shot wound with 
much satisfaction, with this agent alone. 

In a great number of other cases, differing in character, yet all 
fresh wounds, I have employed the iodoform to my full and entire 
satisfacion. 

GONORRHCEA. 

By T. H. Logan, M. D., of Ga. 

As I have had the benefit of several articles on the treatment of 
gonorrhoea in your Journal, I wish to give to the profession my ex- 
perience through the same channel. I have used some of the 
various remedies laid down for the treatment of gonorrhoea with 
various results, some have proved successful in my hands, in some 
cases, while in others they have failed. (What is one man's meat 
is another's poison). As far as my experience goes in the treat- 
ment of gonorrhoea, there is nothing that can truly be called a 
specific. The treatment I have had most success with and that 
which seems to be nearer a specific than any other, is as follows: 

R Calamine grs. Ixxx, 

Pow'd kin grs. xxx, 

Sulph. zinc grs. x, 

Sulph. morphine grs. viij, 

Boiling water O. j. 

M. Sig. Shake and inject a syringeful every two hours, urinat- 
ing each time before injecting. The injection should be retained 
two full minutes, then allowed to escape slowly, so as to leave the 
sediment in the urethra. The kino must be pulverized and dusted 
through a fine cloth so as to free it from lumps. 

Out of 18 cases treated with the above, there was not a single 
case in which a cure was not effected inside of 14 days after com- 
mencing treatment. Cases seen early in the attack yielded in half 
that time. 
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One case especially, that of a young married man of high social 
standing, consulted me on the 24th of April last; said he had no- 
ticed a slight discharge with a burning sensation in the meatus the 
day before. In my eagerness to try the remedy again, I prescribed 
the injection only, and impressed upon his mind the importance 
of using it promptly every two hours; he did so throughout the 
day and entire night. Next morning he expressed himself well. 
I gave him a dozen capsules and told him to write to me in two 
or three days; at the end of that time I received a letter from him 
stating that not a single symptom of the disease remained. In 
this case the remedy had a fair trial, and cured the disease in 
twenty-four hours, though as a general thing it takes a longer time. 
I use no internal medication until the inflammation has subsided, 
then a dozen or two capsules will generally suflfice to clear up the 
urethra and remove all remaining traces of inflammation. 

The advantage of this treatment over all others I have used is: 
1st The stomach is not crowded with nauseating potions, thereby 
interrupting digestion. 2d. It is perfectly painless, and* not fol- 
lowed by stricture. 3d. The promptness and certainty with which 
it acts. In none of the cases treated did chordee become a trouble- 
some symptom and not requiring any anodyne treatment, and 
after a few injections the pain, on urinating, was almost or entirely 
removed. In chronic cases, when other remedies had failed, it 
acted like a charm. Occasional coition and horseback exercise 
did not arrest the progress of cure. Stimulating drinks and articles 
of diet should be avoided. 

This treatment is not original with me, but I have never seen it 
in any of the medical works. I would like for some of the medi- 
cal brethren who have never used it to give it a trial and report 
through the Southern Medical Record, and tell me if I am 
right in pronouncing it a specific. 



THE DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS OF THE CAUSE 
OF SUDDEN UNCONSCIOUSNESS. 



By R. O. Beard, M. D. 



It is a matter of wonder that to a subject of such grave importance, 
as "The DiflTerential Diagnosis of the Cause of Sudden Uncon- 
sciousness," so little distinctive attention has been paid, for though 
unconsciousness be but a symptom of diseased or perverted action, 
it is one of such vital consequence, often one of such imminent 
danger, that a fortunate or fatal, issue frequently turns upon the 
pivot of the prompt diagnosis and inteUigent care of the physician. 
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Even granting that in any given case all idea of an immediately 
fatal tendency is eliminated — supposing that the conditions point 
to nothing more serious than ordinary inebriation — it must not be 
forgotten that upon the doctor's diagnosis and the expression of 
his opinion may hinge not only his own reputation, but also the 
moral character of a, perhaps, hitherto innocent individual. 

Mistakes of this nature have been made, even by reputable prac- 
titioners, and more than one victim has in consequence, suffered 
-death in forced confinement, without care or treatment, and found 
vindication only in an autopsy which revealed an organic lesion as 
the cause, first of coma, and subsequently of disease. 

The need of a careful study of the various causes productive of 
this phenomenon is thus prominent, because their differentiation 
is apt to be so obiscure that physicians of undoubted ability have 
found themselves baffled. 

In this paper I propose to consider only those conditions in 
ivhich unconsciousness is of sudden occurrence, unattended by 
marked or continued prodromata, and sufficiently complete to ren- 
der the patient incapable of furnishing subjective evidence or prior 
history. I shall endeavor to outline the distinctive* symptoms ob- 
servable in these cases, and as the readiest means of studying these 
I shall append a summarized table'which may prove of some diag- 
nostic value. 

The possibility of the co-existence of two or more diseases giv- 
ing rise to this condition, or of the complication of disease with 
4iccident, or vice versa^ must always be borne in mind. Apoplexy 
■or sunstroke may supervene in a state of acute alcoholism; cere- 
bral congestion or embolism may be accompanied by slight hem- 
orrhage. An apoplectic attack has been known to follow an epi- 
leptic seizure, and contusion, concussion and compression of the 
brain may be combined as results of severe injury. 

Under the generic term of Apoplexy^ a relic of the old-fashioned 
nomenclature, is grouped a class of cases almost involving coma, 
"but with variations sufficiently distinct to indicate the differing seat 
and character of the causative lesion. These are, (i) cerebral con- 
gestion, (2) cerebral hemorrhage, and (3) meningeal hemor- 
rhage. In 

cerebral congestion 

unconsciousnesi is rarely of primary occurrence. It is usually 
preceded by general hyperaemic symptoms, and only in occasional 
'cases is the initial evidence of disturbed function. Its distinctive 
features are : a partial paralysis, frequently bilateral but rarely, if 
ever, hemiplegic, contracted pupils with feeble reaction, tempera- 
ture continuously higher than normal, respiration slow and labored 
but lacking the stertor and peculiar expiratory puffing of the lips 
and cheeks observed in cerebral hemorrhage, venous distention of 
the face and neck, and the comparatively rapid restoration of men- 
tal and muscular power. 

This condition is not unfrequentiy superinduced by sunstroke or 
alcoholic stimulation, and if prolonged may end in serous effusion 
at>d death. 
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The existence or non-existence of hypertrophy of the heart, as 
an exciting cause, should be determined, and may serve as a valu- 
able aid in diagnosis. 

The opinion held by Trousseau that so-called apoplectiform con- 
gestion is always epileptic in character is certainly untenable, not 
only because many of the general symptoms are essentially differ- 
ent, but also because an epileptic attack in which coma is as pro* 
longed as it is in many cases of cerebral congestion must consti- 
tute the graver form of the disease and must involve convulsions, 
so pronounced as to render mistake impossible. 

CEREBRAL HEMORRHAGE, 

unlike the foregoing, is always marked by sudden unconsciousness. 
The probable age of the patient is a question valuable in diagnosis, 
as hemorrhage rarely occurs before forty. The generally complete 
?)Uspension of intellection, sensation, voluntary and reflex motion, 
the occurrence of true hemiplegia, the relation or paralysis of the 
sphincters, the stertorous and pufling character of the respiration, 
the varying temperature, the inequality and insensibility of the 
pupils, and the frequent lateral deviation of the eyes and head to- 
ward the non-paralyzed side, are its most important character- 
istics. 

Those rare cases in which the Pons Varolii is the seat of hem- 
orrhage are most diflicult of diagnosis, because the pupils are apt 
to be equally contracted, the respiration lacks the characteristic 
stertor, and paralysis is long delayed and often di-facial. This 
condition is, in particular, closely simulated by opium narcosis. 

MENINGEAL HEMORRHAGE 

although of rare occurrence, is a distinct cause of sudden and pro- 
found coma. Its symptoms differ little from those of cerebral 
hemorrhage. 

A tendency to a remission and recurrence of the attack, the usual 
appearance of a general motor and sensory paralysis instead of 
hemiplegia, and the non-impairment of reflex action, are the only 
differential points we can observe, and whilst these may indicate 
an involvement of the meninges, it is not easy to determine 
whether the meningeal lesion is a primary one or whether it is. 
consecutive to a cerebral hemorrhage by process of invasion. 

CEREBRAL EMBOLISM 

is another usual cause of sudden unconsciousness. Although pos- 
sible at any age, yet the youth of a patient attacked should be re- 
garded as presumptive evidence in favor of an embolus opposed 
to hemorrhage. The existence of endocarditis or of a valvular 
heart lesion also offers good grounds for a suspicion of embolism. 
A right-sided hemiplegia generally appears because the left 
middle cerebral artery is the usual seat of impaction. This, with 
a partial loss of sensation, and the general symptoms, as detailed 
in the summary appended, make up its distinctive features. Er- 
lenmeyer may be quoted as authority for the stated normality of 
the pupils. 
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Recovery is usually not long delayed, and the paralysis disap* 
pears coincidently with the return of consciousness. A complete 
absence of paralysis and the occurrence of a variety of epilepti- 
form convulsions have been reported in a few cases. 

CEREBRITIS 

w^ould not require mention in this connection, but that some excep- 
tional cases are on record, in which coma has been suddenly in- 
duced by the rupture of an abscess and escape of its contained pus 
into the cerebral substance. In these instances slight unilateral 
convulsions have been noted, and the appearance of the discharge 
through the auditory, nasal or orbital openings, and the general 
evidence of inflammatory action, are sufficient diagnostic signs. 

SYNCOPE 

is so familiar a condition that it is quite unnecessary to enter into 
its description. Its consideration here is only valuable on account 
of its relation to other causes of unconsciousness. It is in all cases 
due to an arrest of function in the cerebral cortex thro.ugh failure 
of its arterial blood supply, whether that failure is incident to a 
general or local anaemia, to sudden failure of the circulation, tem- 
porary arrest of the heart's action, or to extensive hemorrhage 
from any source. 

EPILEPSY 

it is equally needless to describe in detail. Its symptoms are well- 
known, and in ordinary cases easily recognizee!. After the stage 
of convulsive action has passed, and coma has depended, its re- 
cognition may, however, be more difficult. 

The formerly livid countenance takes on a pale ashen hue; the 
pulse becomes feeble and irregular; temperature remains high — in 
some cases as high as loj® F. — the pupils contract, and frothy 
saliva, sometimes streaked with blood from the bitten tongue, is 
found upon the lips. 

Paralysis is never proper to epilepsy, but it should be remem- 
bered that "a paroxysm of epilepsy may act as an exciting cause 
of an apoplectic seizure." A case of this kind is reported in a re- 
cent number of the New York Medical Record. 

CATALEPSY ♦ 

is the cause ot a peculiar form of unconsciousness comparatively 
easy to differentiate. 

Almost invariably peculiar to the female sex; paroxysmal in 
character; of uncertain duration and constant recurrence; and at- 
tended with remarkable muscular rigidity and contortion, it is lit- 
tle apt to offer any possibilities of error. 

The feeble, but regular, pulse and respiration; normal tempera- 
ture; dilated and sensitive pupils; open and tremulous eyelids; 
anaemic retina, are points worthy of remembrance. 

CEREBRAL HYSTERIA, 

in certain rare cases, is characterized by a sudden loss of conscious^ 
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ness, which may continue for several hours, with slight intervals. 
It is almost without exception confined to women. It is not ac- 
companied by paralysis, and involves only a partial suspension of 
intellection, sensation and special sense. The patient can be mo- 
mentarily aroused, but suffers an immediate relapse. There is lit- 
tle evidence of disturbance of the circulation or respiration. Con- 
sciousness is speedily restored on the application of the cold 
<louche. 

INSOLATION, 

or sunstroke, although easy of recognition by means of the pres- 
ence and prevalence of its exciting cause, is obscure in its path- 
ology. It varies, of course, in duration and intensity. In certain 
cases cerebral hemorrhage is induced, when paralysis and other 
symptoms proper to the latter appear. 

The pulse always varies; the rapid and somewhat stertorous 
respiration is sometimes accompanied by a low moaning sound; 
the temperature ranges from 108^ to no® F.; the skin is peculiar- 
ly harsh and hot, and the pupils contracted and insensible. Vomit- 
ing and purging are dangerous symptoms. — Chicago Med, Jour, 

[To be Gontinaed in September Number.] 



ON CHOLERA INFANTUM. 



By W. F. Hamer, M. D. 

I shall not enter into the general details of this subject, as every 
practitioner knows what infantile cholera is, but will simply report 
$ome cases as they have occurred in my practice. 

Case I. — I was called to see M. E., aged eleven months, July 10, 
1 88 1, at 10 a. m., and found her vomiting, the bowels acting every 
ten minutes, the discharges being very watery; pulse 140, temper- 
ature 104°. There was considerable stupor. She was placed in a 
mustard bath from six to ten minutes, and afterward rubbed dry 
and laid in bed. The following was ordered: Iced gum- water 
freely as a drink alternately with sub-nit. of bismuth and saccha- 
rated pepsin, of each ten grains, given in ice- water every one or 
two hours. A poultice of mustard and flaxseed was placed over 
the abdomen and cold applications made to the head. I called at 
2 p. m., and found the patient resting easy. The bowels had 
moved four times and there had been some vomiting; pulse 130, 
temperature 102^®; treatment continued. I saw her at 7 p. m.; 
pulse 130, temperature 102°; had vomited two or three times; 
bowels had acted three times since i o'clock. The bath was again 
resorted to and the following prescription was given: 

R Tinct. opii deodorat gtt. x, 

Bismuth subnit 3 ij. 

Syrup simpl 2 ss. 

Mist, cretag g jss. 

. Mix. Sig. Teaspoonful every two hours alternately with the 
:gum-water. Iced brandy was also prescribed. 
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Called at 6 a. m., July nth; patient resting easy; treatment con- 
tinued. Called at 1 1 a. m. There had been some vomiting, but 
the bowels were easier; pulse 102°. The bath was again given 
and treatment continued. At 2 p. m. patient was resting well. At 
8 p. m. pulse 130, temperature 102^*^; bath again given and treat- 
ment continued. 

At 7 a. m., July 12th, patient had rested well, vomited but twice 
during the night; the bowels had moved three times; pulse 115^ 
temperature 100°. At 3 p. m., still improving; medicine to be 
given at longer intervals. 

July 13th, at 8 a. m., still improving. Case discharged. 

Case II. — R. H., aged fourteen months. I first saw him on 
July 14th, at 3 p. m. The bowels were acting frequently and the 
patient had vomited several times; pulse 120, temperature 103^°; 
the stools were thin and watery. I ordered the following — 

B Bismuth subnit 3 ijss, 

Pulv. cret. camph c, 

Opii 3 ss. 

Pepsin sacch 3 ij. 

Mix and divide into ten powders. One powder to be taken 
every two hours in ice- water alternately with gum-water. A poul- 
tice of flaxseed and mustard was applied over the abdomen, mois- 
tened with an infusion of hops. Cold applications were made to 
the head. 

At 9 p. m. pulse 130, temperature 104°. A mustard bath was 
given and iced brandy ordered to be given alternately with the 
powders. 

At 6 a. m., the 15th, the bewels were easier, but the patient had 
vomited three or four times; pulse 120, temperature 102°. Treat- 
ment continued. At i p. m. resting at ease. At 7 p. m. pulse 115,. 
temperature loi®; the bowels had moved three times since my 
last visit; patient had vomited once. 

At 8 a. m., July i6th, still improving. Case discharged. 

Case III. — Z. E., aged sixteen months. I visited him on July 
17th, and learned from the parents that previous to my call he had 
had simple diarrhoea for a week or more. At the time of visit the 
vomiting was persistent, the bowels acting at short intervals; stools 
very watery and in considerable quantity at each passage; pulse 
130, temperature 104®; patient very restless. Inuring this visit the 
patient was seized with a convulsion, which lasted about twenty 
minutes. The mustard bath was given and the following pre- 
scribed — 

R Potas. brom 3 ij, 

Aquas menth. pip 3 ss, 

Aquae destil 5 jss. 

Mix. A teaspoonful every twenty minutes until quiet is re- 
stored. A poultice of mustard and flaxseed was applied over the 
whole abdomen, and as soon as he became quiet the following 
prescription was given : 
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R Bismuth subnit ) 

Pepsin sacch J ^ ' ■'' 

In ice-water, to be repeated every two hours. Cold applications 
to the head were also ordered. 

At 5 p. m. the patient was easy; pulse 120, tempeiature 102*^. 
Bath again given and treatment continued. 

I saw him again at 7 a. m. the iSth. He had vomited some 
three or four times, and the bowels had moved four times; pulse 
115, temperature 101°; treatment continued. At i p. m. bowels 
were acting more frequently and the vomiting continued. The 
bath was again resorted to and the following was prescribed : 

R Bismuth subnit ) 

Pepsin sacch j ^ ' ^ 

Pulv. Dover gr. ss. 

Mix. To be given in ice- water every two hours; also iced gum- 
water alternately. At 8 p. m. the patient was resting well; he had 
vomited twice and the bowels had acted three times; pulse 115, 
temperature ioi)4^. Treatment continued. 

At 7 a. ni., July 19th, I found that his bowels had moved but 
three times during the night, and that he had vomited once; pulse 
no, temperature 100°; treatment continued. Saw him at 5 p. m., 
he was still improving, and I discharged the case. 

Case IV. — On August 13th, at 2 o'clock a. m., I was called in 
haste to see H. R., aged fifteen months. I found him in a violent 
convulsion, which lasted about thirty minutes; bowels acting very 
freely, and there was much vomiting. I gave chloroform by inha- 
lation aud had a large mustard poultice applied over the bowels, 
with smaller ones around the wrists and ankles. The convulsion 
being under control, he was put upon the following : 

R Potass, brom 3 ij, 

Aquse menth.* pip 5 ss, 

Aquae destil 3 jss. 

Mix. A teaspoonful in ice- water every thirty minutes until the 
patient becomes quiet. 

The bismuth and pepsin, as prescribed in the other cases, were 
given every hour or two in ice-water. Cold applications to the 
head were also made. At 8 a. m. there was some vomiting, but 
the bowels were easier. The potass, bromide mixture was ordered 
to be given every two or three hours with iced gum-water and 
brandy, and pepsin and bismuth every hour or two. 

At I p. m. the patient was easy; treatment continued! At 8 p. 
m. had vomited but twice since my last visit; his bowels had acted 
four times. 

August 14th, 7 a. m., he had rested well during the night; treat- 
ment continued. At 5 p. m patient still improving. I ordered the 
medicine to be given at longer intervals, and on the next day dis- 
charged the case. — Louisville Med, News, 
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HYDROCYANATE OF IRON IN THE TREATMENT OF 

NEURALGIA. 



By Chas. K. Gardner, M. D., Laurinburg, N. C. 



For several months prior to my experience of the therapeutic 
-effect of the above agent in the treatment of this malady, my at- 
tention was directed to an interesting article published in the 
American Medical Bi- Weekly, Vol. XIII, No. 9, lauding its efti- 
•cacy, and without a previous knowledge of the medicine, it being 
non-officinal, I determined its trial in my next case of neuralgia. 

Mrs. R., jet. 47, generally anaemic, with every existing symptom 
of phthisis, had long been an extreme sufferer of periodical at- 
tacks of neuralgia, often of a week's duration, always superven- 
ing upon the slightest meteorologic change. These exacerbations 
<:ontinued throughout the period of inclemency, with but trivial 
amelioration, despite the myriads of domestic remedies considered 
so potent tor relief among the non -professional. As ascertained, 
no physician had been consulted for several years, all attempts at 
-cure having proved futile; and had there not been an aggravated 
condition of the pulmonary symptoms, the result of undue ex- 
posure, cough, slight pain on respiration, etc., my presence at 
the bedside, in the patient's estimation, would have been unneces- 
sary, for she had long since abandoned the assistance art endea- 
vored to afford in the treatment of her obstinate case; and on 
making inquiry upon which to base my diagnosis, I was told, that 
although suffering with neuralgic pains of the head and face, my 
presence was desired only to afford relief to the pulmonary symp- 
toms, the former being of such frequent recurrence, and from 
-which she had so long suffered, that all treatment had proven futile, 
being almost content to endure the pangs of torture awaiting a 
spontaneous recovery. 

For the lung symptoms I only prescribed an anodyne cough 
mixture, using upon the thorax oleum tiglii to pustulation. My at- 
tention was then transferred to the neuralgic lesion. The pain 
radiated from the anterior aspect of the right ear across the cheek, 
involving the globe of the eye and upper lid; the auriculo-tempo- 
ral branch of the inferior maxillary and the ophthalmic branch 
divisions of the fifth pair of nerves being evidently involved. As- 
suring my patient of the much hope I entertained of her recovery, 
and having preceded my treatment by mild catharsis, I ordered 
the following : 

R Fern hydrocyanatis, ) 

Quiniae sulph [ ^a 3 ss 

Strychnia gr. ss, 

Ext. belladonnse gr- v, 

Ext. gentianse q. s. 

M. Ft. pil. No. xxx. 

Sig. One before each meal. 

The next evening I visited the patient, four pills having been 
taken. Found a decided improvement; pain ameliorated; patient 
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unusuall}' quiescent, with a tendency to sleep. This treatment 
was pursued until there was a final disappearance of the neuralgia, 
which, despite its periodic nature during inclement weather, did 
not return, eighty pills, or the part of three prescriptions, havings 
effected a cure. During this course of treatment, no untoward 
symptoms resulted from the sedative or depressing influence of 
the hydrocyanate, the appetite being increased, anjd digestion more- 
vigorous under its tonic properties. 

In conclusion, this valuable medicine should receive its merited 
encomium, by being consigned to the physician's armamentarium 
as potent for the relief of this painful disease. — Southern Clinic^ 



REMEDIES FOR SLEEPLESSNESS. 



By W. E. Green, M. R. C. S., Eng. 



Alcohol is of great value in producing sleep. Its first eflect is to- 
relieve the mind of sad and gloomy thoughts; its second is that of 
quickening the action of the heart, which it does by producing 
vasomotor paralysis. This is a most valuable remedy for the sleep- 
lessness of old people, and of those who suffer from cold extrem- 
ities after going to bed. Brom pot. Its special advantage lies ia 
its utility where cerebral activity is kept up by far away periphe- 
ral irritation, especially where this is connected with the pelvic 
organs. It may either be given alone, with opium, or choral. It 
increases the effect of balladonna, hyoscyamus, Indian hemp, ether 
and chloroform. Its constant use leads to diminished brain activ- 
ity, and to intellectual lethargy. Cannibis indica produces a pleas- 
ing and refreshing sleep, but is so uncertain in its action that it is 
not much used, and moreover, often requires to be given in very 
large doses; eight grains being sonietimes necessary. Chloral is- 
useful in conditions of vascular excitement, either alone or com- 
bined with opium; in all cases of sustained high blood pressure,, 
or where there is distinct pyrexia, it is the most useful remedy. It 
should not be given in cases where the sleeplessness is caused by 
worry or brain exhaustion. Where sleeplessness is owing to pain 
it is inferior to most hypnotics. Croton chloral is more servicea-^ 
ble in cases when pain is combined with the insomnia, but it is 
necessary to give it in large doses (3 i.) Hyoscyamus and lupu- 
lin take rank with opium, and are serviceable where this drug or 
its alkaloids disagree. They are both most useful in cases of albu- 
minuria when chloral cannot be taken. Ether and chloroform in 
full doses are sometimes of use, as is also a solution of nitro-glyce- 
rine, which may be given as a substitute for alcohol. Opium, with 
its alkaloids, is one of the most useful hypnotics, and especially in 
those conditibns which are associated with pain. When vascular 
excitement exists, it is better combined with tartar emetic, aconite, 
or other remedies which depress the circulation. The time for 
giving it should be carefully chosen, the best being that at which 
the patient is naturally inclined for repose. It should never be 
given in cases of chronic insomnia, unassociated with other nota- 
ble disease. — Birmingham Med, Rev. — N, T, Med. Ahs, 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Hot Water in Therapeutics.^Dr. Douglas Morton, A. M., 
M. D., of Louisville, Ky., in Medical News, says:* 

The use of hot water in the practice of gynecology has come to 
occupy so important a place as to make it hard for us to realize, 
looking back, that we could do without it; and although my own 
experience of its value in this department corresponds in the full- 
est degree with that of others, I yet wish to assert emphatically 
that in certain therapeutic applications its valu** appears to be even 
greater. 

Several years ago I learned in my own personal experience that 
no agent relieves nausea and vomitmg so satisfactorily and prompt- 
ly as water as hot as can be drank. Since then I have used it in a 
large number of cases, and no remedy that I ever administered in 
any condition has proved more uniformly reliable. I have pre- 
served records of many of these cases, but to transcribe them here 
would prolong this paper to a tedious length. I make, therefore, 
the following classification: 

1. Cases in which nausea and vomiting occurred at the onset or 
during the course of acute febrile disease. 

2. Cases in which these symptoms were caused by overloadine 
the stomach when its functions had been impaired by protracted 
disease. 

3. Cases in which they were produced by nauseous medicines 
(not emetics) at the time they were taken. 

4. Cases of acute gastritis caused b}' the ingestion of irritants. 

5. Cases in which these symptoms were purely reflex. 

6. Cases of chronic gastritis. 

7. Cases of colic in newly-born infants. 

8. Cases of flatulent distention of the stomach in adults. 

Class I contains a number of cases in which the value of hot 
water was most strikingly illustrated. Among them is a case of 
diphtheria and one of puerperal septicemia. 

I might include also a case of tuberculosis in which the stress of 
the disease fell on the digestive apparatus. In each of these a half 
glass of hot water always gave prompt relief when every other 
remedy had failed. 

Of all, however, the cases in which the use of this remedy 
seemed to produce the most impressive and the most permanently 
beneficial results were those of cholera infantum. In these it 
would often happen that hot water would not only itself be re- 
tained when absolutely everything else was rejected, but would 
immediately render the stomach toleranl of food. Taking advan- 
tage of this effect my manner of using it is to give a few teaspoon- 
fulls as often as it is necessary to administer food, and, immediate- 

* Read before the LoulsTllle, Ky., Medico-Chlrurglcal Society, Aag. 4, 18K2. 
8 
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ly afterward, while the stomach is fully under its sedative influ- 
ence, to give food in small quantities. I have seen a number of 
children get well whose recovery I am confident was due solely 
to this treatment. 

In class 3 there are cases in which the stomach had rejected all 
medicines for many hours together, but retained them readily 
when given in hot water as a vehicle. 

In class 4, a victim of alcoholism, after a prolonged debauch, 
during which an enormous quantity of whisky had been drunk, 
had reached a point at which the stomach would no longer toler- 
ate whisky or anything else. Hot water was given and retained, 
and the stomach rendered tolerant of food immediately. 

In class 5 the patients were the subjects of vomiting in preg- 
nancy. The effect produced in these cases was much less satis- 
factory than in others, yet sufficiently favorable to justify the posi- 
tive statement that hot water is a remedy of considerable value. 

Concerning classes 6, 7 and 8, which include cases of patients 
who were the subjects of various manifestations of indigestion, it 
suffices to make the general statement that the administration of 
hot water constituted a very important part Of their management, 
and was followed almost invariably by good results. In the treat- 
ment of dyspepsia my rule is to order hot water in every case, to 
be taken before each meal, and as often at other times as suits the 
patient's convenience. I have found that this draught before 
meals causes a discharge of any undue amount of gas in the 
stomach by eructation. One of my dyspeptic patients told me that 
whenever he took food his stomach was distended by the gaseous 
products that came from the imperfect digestion of his last meal 
as to be incapable of getting the proper "grip" upon what he ate. 
This gentleman thinks that hot water did more toward curing him 
thany any of the many remedies he had tried. It affords relief in 
the same manner to young infants who suffer from colic, and I 
rarely have occasion to prescribe anything else for them. 

In the case of another dyspeptic, who is the victim of gout also, 
attacks of indigestion were accompanied by very distressing pal- 
pitation of the heart. I saw this patient once during an attack 
which happened at night, and she was in a sad plight indeed. 
Her heart was beating with an irregularity of force and of rythm 
such as I had never seen before, and a horrible sense of impend- 
ing dissolution made sleep impossible. I asked her to drink a 
large quantity of tepid water, hoping it would cause her to throw 
up the contents of her stomach. The water brought, however, 
was decidedly hot; but she drank it, and almost instantaneously 
the palpitation was relieved, and in a surprisingly short time, she 
passed into a tranquil sleep. 

The Bromides. — ^The combinations of bromine occupy the 
prominent position which* they do in modern medicine because of 
their influence over the nerve centres, whether through influen- 
cing their vascular supply or through some direct influence on the 
tissue itself, or through a combination of such action is not yet 
positively known. But through their modus operandi may not 
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have been deffinitely determined, the fact nevertheless stands out 
that in the treatment of affections of the nervous system this class 
of remedies occupies a prominence not accorded any other drug 
in the pharmaopoeia. It has largely supplanted opium in the 
treatment of nervous diseases, and is almost as indispensible in 
this direction as is quinine in the treatment of the effects of mala- 
ria. 

In view of this extensive applicability it becomes important to 
know the methods, if there is a difference in methods, of its ad- 
ministration. That a variety of results may be secured through 
various methods of its exhibition scarcely admits of a doubt, and 
we have been much interested in an article on this division of the 
subject which appeared from the pen of Dr. Geo. M. Beard in the 
July, 188 1, issue of the Journal ol^ Mental and Nervous Diseases. 
The article calls attention to the fact that the bromides are by no 
means innocent agents or incapable of mischief, and that to secure 
their effects they must be intelligently prescribed and with cir- 
cumspection. Much mischief has resulted from their routine ad- 
ministration : 

Dr. Beard has submitted a number of propositions bearing on 
this question of the bromides, which are of much practical impor- 
tance : 

First. The object of using the bromides is usually to produce a 
deffinite effect — bromization, in a greater or lesser degree. Bro- 
mization acts therapeutically through being itself a disease, which 
operating on the tissue}* involved renders them less susceptible 
to our disturbing causes. It is of different degrees, varying from 
veiy mild sedation to profound stupor and even death, for the bro- 
mides may be pushed to the extinction of life: 

Secondly. Differences in the degrees of individual susceptibil- 
ity render it impossible to specify the quantity of the drug neces- 
sary to bromization. In those nervous affections in which it is 
necessary to induce a profound impression, as in epilepsy for in- 
stance, the remedy must be pushed until the effect is. secured, and 
that regardless of the dose specified in the books. 

Thirdly. When it is necessary to create a profound impression, 
care must be taken*not to continue it too long. This rule does • 
not apply with so much force in epolepsy and epileptiform affec- 
tions. In any case it is not safe to give large doses unless the pa- 
tient can be held sufficiently under observation to have the effects 
noted. 

Fourthly. When the affections for which they are given render 
necessary the continued use of the bromides, they should be com- 
bined with tonics. This has been long understood in the treat- 
ment of epilepsy, but it is not less necessary in other affections. 

Fifthly, It is an advantage to combine a number of the bro- 
mides, and Dr. Beard gives preference to the following: Bromide 
of potassium, which contains 68 per cent, of bromine; bromide of 
calcium, containing 80 per cent; bromide of sodium, containing 
80 per cent.; bromide of ammonium, containing 81 per cent, and 
bromide of lithium, which contains 92 per cent of bromine. Bro- 
mide of sodium has the advantage of being less liable to cause 
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gastric irritation. The bromide of camphor, bromhydric acid, 
bromide of quinine, bromide of zinc and bromide of iron are also 
eligible combinations, and may, under certain circumstances, be 
substituted for those of the primary list. 

Sixthly. There are persons who, although they may not have 
epilepsy or be subject to epileptoid conditions, find it necessary to 
continue in the use of the bromides to overcome or obviate at- 
tacks of nervous perturbation. 

The condition of the circulation in the various parts affected 
must be considered in discussing the applicability of the bromides. 
It is the general conceptioti that they act by creating an anaemia 
of the brain and cord, but Dr. Beard is of the opinion that they 
exert an influence sui generis. While they are not so markedly 
valuable in an anaemic condition they may nevertheless be g^ven 
with benefit for a limited time in cases in which their employment 
would seem to be indicated regardless of the blood supply. In 
such cases, however, their use should not be long continued. They 
doubtless relieve passive congestions of the nerve centres, and 
through this same property it would seem that they should aggra- 
vate the anaemic condition. 

There is a large field for the employment of the bromides in 
modern practice, and the propositions here given will assist the 
reader to an intelligent appreciation of their nature and the cases 
demanding their temporary and continued use. — Ther, Gaz. 

Koch at the German Congress for Internal Medicine. — 

At the Congress for Internal Medicine, recently held at Weisba- 
den. Dr. Koch presented microscopic sections showing his tubercle 
bacillus. He also described his work, and announced again his 
'conclusions. 

The ensuing discussion was somewhat disappointing, owing, 
no doubt, to the fact that no one had time or opportunity to repeat 
Dr. Koch^s experiments. 

Drs. Aufrecnt and Klebs accepted the demonstrations of Koch. 
The former even went so far as to assume that the centre of true 
miliary tubercles is filled, not with degenerated cells, but with 
micro-organisms, partly rod-bacteria, partly micrococci. Aufrecht 
had seen the organisms in tubercle like those found by Baumgarten 
as well as by Koch. Professor Klebs said that he had for some 
years occupied himself with the question of the infectiousness of 
tuberculosis, and he had tried to discover a disease-bearing organ- 
ism. He was gratified at Koch's success, but warned him of the 
severe attacks his views would have to encounter. 

Dr. Seitz asked some pertinent questions with regard to how 
Koch would explain, on his theory, the existence of hereditary 
phthisis, and of the frequent occurrence of phthisis in certain dis- 
eases, cff,^ diabetes. 

Dr. Ruhle followed with a similar inquiry, and said that even if 
Koch's facts regarding inoculation of the tubercular bacilli were 
correct, the etiology of human phthisis would yet be unsolved. 

Koch replied to these gentlemen, and, as his answer contains a 
very clear statement of his views, we give it quite fully. 
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It is, he said, a well-known fact that the development of micro- 
organisms is greatly influenced by the character of their nutritive 
media. Human bodies do not always offer equally good nurture 
ground for pathogenic bacteria. Some persons may, while most 
do not, inherit a system which is well calculated for the develop- 
ment of the tubercular bacilli. These former are the hereditarily 
disposed to phthisis. The distinction between phthisis and miliary 
tuberculosis must, said the speaker, fall to the ground. For such 
distinction only depends upon the mode and amount of bacilli in- 
fection. In acute miliary tuberculosis large numbers of the patho- 
genic organisms are poured into the blood. In phthisis, however, 
only one or a few get into the lungs. Thus in the lower animals, 
when a very few tubercular organisms are inoculated in the ante- 
rior chamber of the eye, there is a slow and perhaps local tubercu- 
lous infection. If large numbers, however, are inoculated, the 
animal soon dies of a general tuberculosis. 

The above account includes the most important part of the de- 
bate, which afterward drifted off into a discussion regarding phthisis 
in children. 

It will be seen that our German brethren take Dr. Koch's dis- 
covery calmly, and ai*e riot as yet inclined to consider it an epoch- 
making affair. By Dr. Koch's own explanation it is shown that 
the existence and infective power of a oacillus does not solve en- 
tirely the problem of the etiology of phthisis. This bacillus only 
grows upon suitable ground, t, c, in the phthisically predisposed. 
We have yet to find exactly what constitutes or brings about this 
peculiar predisposition. Again, according to these experiments the 
inoculation ot the bacillus always produces tuberculosis in lower 
animals. Must we infer, therefore, that lower animals are always 
predisposed.^ We shall be very glad to find that Koch's conclu- 
sions are justified by further studies and experiments. But the 
evidence at present calls for much caution in interpreting their 
significance. — JV, K Med. Record, 

New Method of Inducing Sleep. — A French writer, accord- 
ing to the Cincinnati Lancet, says that if the eyelids be closed and 
opened as fast as possible twenty or thirty times, an irrisistible in • 
clination to sleep will follow in a few seconds. The plan is best 
adapted to insomnia from nerve troubles. W^ have tried it with 
some advantage, but not so much as the statement implies. The 
point to be gained by men of busy heads in order to induce sleep, 
is to divert the current of cerebral action away from all exciting 
and disturbing thought. This may be done by any one of a thou- 
sand expedients which have been contrived, to occupy the atten- 
tion by some trivial exercise of memory or imagination which will 
crowd out the perturbing themes and substitute others neither ex- 
citgig nor disagreeable. Such are the counting of an imaginary 
flock of sheep jumping one by one over a fence; counting the 
vibrations of an imaginary pendulum; counting your own respira- 
tions, giving one or two to each inspiration and each expiration; 
counting a hundred backwards; repeating the alphabet back- 
wards; calling to mind all the names of persons beginning with 
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the several letters of the alphabet, etc. This plan may be utilized 
by applying it to geography, history, biography, botany, and other 
branches of knowledge; recalling as far as possible all names of 
rivers, or cities, or lakes beginning with A, then B, and so forth; 
or the names of distinguished men in like manner, or of plants. 
A medical student or a physician might trace the arteries or nerves, 
or recount the bones of the skeleton, if he desire a very dry and 
sleepy subject. All these exercises wear out in time and must be 
changed and newly contrived ones substituted, for there is no 
limit to their range. Mental recitations of poetry or prose may be 
resorted to. There are also mechanical methods of overcoming 
insomnia, particularly if the "fidgets" be present. Such are get- 
ting out of bed and applying the flesh brush freely; friction with 
a coarse and wet towel. Franklin used to take what he called an 
air bath, stripping himself completely and walking back and forth 
over the floor briskly. Some mechanical methods act indirectly 
on the brain, as the opening and closing of the eyes above men- 
tioned. Dr. Hartshorne's method of inducing anaesthesia by rapid 
breathing may furnish some hints in this direction. Most persons 
have felt the effect on the head of blowing at a fire with the mouth 
and lungs — what dizziness and approach to unconsciousness it in- 
duces. Similar movements favor sleep. We have often induced 
sleep by a few exhalations and inhalations, both as complete as 
possible. It is singular how long the lungs will remain quiescent 
after these forced movements, before the call for oxygen rene .vs 
the normal action of the respiratory muscles. — Pacific Med. Jour. 

Vesico Vaginal Fistula. — Dr. Muscroft ha recently devised 
and performed a new operation for closing the vulva in incurable 
cases of VQsico-vaginal flistula. The patient upon whom the ope- 
ration was performed was a primipara twenty-three years of age, 
who had been delivered of a dead child after a sever labor of 
three days' duration. The result had been a vesico- vaginal fistula, 
and separation of the urethra from the bladder. The vagina was 
much contracted, and the buttocks and thighs were excoriated by 
the action of the urine. General treatment and bougies were tried 
for some time, and after the lapse of nearly a year from her en- 
trance into the hospital, where she came under the author's notice, 
an unsuccessful attempt was made to attach the remnant of the 
urethra to the bladder, which was followed by further sloughing 
of the urethra. About four months later, as her condition was un- 
ijHi|Mroved> tbe author decided to close the vulva, leaving an orifice 
fer the escape of the urine at its posterior commissure. The anaes- 
thetic used was chloroform. The mucous membrane was re- 
moved from the labia majora, the clitoris and the nymphae were 
excised, and the opening was closed with ^vq sutures of polished 
annealed steel wire. The thighs were bound together, and a solu- 
tion of sulphate of iron, of the strength of half a drachm to a pint 
of water, was applied externally by compresses, and injected into 
the vaginal and pelvic cavity. The sutures, with the exception of 
the one nearest the outlet, were allowed to ulcerate away. The 
urine escaped constantly for a time, but by degrees the opening 
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contracted, ilnd the patient began to have control of the urinary 
discharge. When she was discharged from the hospital she had 
retentive power for two hours at a time. The clitoris was removed 
because the operation was thought to be neater by this procedure, 
and more likely to succeed, and because it might have a tendency, 
to repress venereal desire. The patient's general health was very 
good when she was allowed to go home. 

[The paper of which the foregoing *is an abstract, was read be- 
fore the Cincinnati Academy of Medicine, and called forth some 
deservedly adverse criticism. It is a step backward to resort to 
mutilations like this, in view of the careful and successful opera- 
tions of Emmet, Bozeman, and others, in the worst possible cases 
of fistula.]— iV. T, Med. yournal. 

How to Count a Rapid Puls^. — Dr. Abbott, in N.Y. Medical 
Record, says: I notice an item referring to a statement by Prof. 
Pribram, that "he had a case of *vagus neurosis' in which the 
pulse 1 cached three hundred beats per minute." In the context is 
an inference that such a pulse cannot be counted. In 1870, while 
experimenting upon the action of alcohol on birds, I found myself 
unable to count the rate of the heart's action by the usual method 
when the contractions were over two hundred and forty per min- 
ute (the heart's action is very distinct in birds). By the following 
simple method I was able to count to two hundred and eighty 
without difficulty: ]>uring a definite part of a minute, one-fourth 
usually, with a common lead pencil, dots were made upon a sheet 
of paper synchronous with the heart-beats, as heard over the car- 
diac region. The dots were then counted, and the number calcu- 
lated for the whole minute. A pulse of four hundred could be 
taken in this way, provided each pulsation were distinct enough 
to be discriminated by the touch. The indistinctness of the sepa- 
rate pulsations of the heart alone fixes the limit to the use of tnis 
method, as the human hand is capable of making intelligently and 
with accuracy, at the rate of four hundred and fifty dots per min- 
ute, for thirty seconds, which rate is probably beyond not only 
that of the human heart, but also of the pulse of any of the lower 
animals available for experiment. I have had a sufficient experi- 
ence with this method to know that it is of practical value, espe- 
cially with children. 

I have been astonished at the actual rapidity of the heart's ac- 
tion, in a few cases which I should have considered as beyond 
counting by any other method. All who have used the sphygmo- 
graph know how difficult it is to get a tracing when the heart is 
beating to one hundred and forty even; so that this instrument, to 
say nothing of the fact of its expense and inconvenience, is not 
nearly so well adapted to the taking of a very high pulse as even 
the simple finger and watch method. By the method described 
above, all movements, whether of the body or not, that can be 
seen, felt or heard, can be counted up to four or ^vq hundred per 
minute, provided they are sufficiently distinct to be discriminated. 
Fortunately, the appliances are always at hand, and their use so 
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simple, and at the same time so accurate, that it need never be 
said that a pulse is "too rapid" for counting. 

Sunstroke. — ^The New York City Boat d of health has issued 
the following circular on the prevention of sunstroke, which we 
reprint for the benefit of our readers: 

Sunstroke is caused by pxccssive heat, and especially if the 
weather is "muggy." It is more apt to occur on the second, third 
or fourth day of a heated term than on the first. Loss of 
sleep, worry, excitement, close sleeping-rooms, debility, abuse of 
stimulants, predispose to it. It is more apt to attack those work- 
ing in the sun, and especially between the hours of eleven o'clock 
in the morning and four o'clock in the afternoon. On hot days 
wear thin clothing. Have as cool sleeping- rooms as possible. 
Avoid loss of sleep and all unnecessary fatigue. If working in- 
doors and where there is artificial heat (laundries, etc.), see that 
the room is well ventilated. 

If working in the sun, wear a light hat (not black, as it absorbs 
the heat), straw, etc., and put inside of it, on the head,* a wet 
cloth or a large green leaf; frequently lift the hat, from the head, 
and see that the cloth is wet. Do not check perspiration, but 
drink what water you need to keep it up, as perspiration prevents 
the body from being overheated. Have, whenever possible, an 
additional shade, as a thin umbrella when walking, a canvass or 
board cover while working in the sun. When much fatigued, do 
not go to work, but be excused from work, especially after eleven 
o'clock in the morning on very hot davs, if the work is in the sun. 
If a feeling of fatigue, dizziness, hea((ache or exhaustion occurs, 
cease work immediately, lie down in a shady and coel place, ap- 
ply cold cloths to and pour cold water over head and neck. If 
any one is overcome by the heat, send immediately for the nearest 
good physician. While waiting for the physician, give the person 
cool drinks of water or cold black tea or cold conee, if able to 
swallow. If the skin is hot and dry, sponge with or pour cold 
water over the body and limbs, and appl}' to the head pounded ice 
wrapped in a towel or other cloth. If there is no ice at hand, 
keep a cold cloth on the head, and pour cold water on it, as well 
as on the body. 

If the person is pale, very faint, and pulse feeble, let him inhale 
ammonia for a few seconds, or give him a teaspoonful of aromatic 
spirits of ammonia in two tablespoonfuls of water with a little 
sugar. — Jour, Chem. 

Where is a Man's Stomach ? — One would suppose that by 
this time the position of the human stomach should have been 
definitely settled by physiologists, but according to Dr. Leshaft, 
Professor of Anatomy at St. Petersburg, the statements on this 
point in the text-books are erroneous. The Lancet gives the fol- 
lowing summary of his conclusions, based on careful obser\*ations 
upon more than twelve hundred bodies: 

The stomach does not, as is usuallv asserted, lie horizontallv in 
the abdominal cavitv, but vcrticallv, «»o that the fundus touches the 
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diaphragm; the smaller curvature and pylorus are to the right, and 
the larger curvature is to the left. Its position is in the left hy- 
pochondrium, and the situation of the pylorus is in the vertical 
line formed by a continuation of the right margin of the sternum. 
If the stomach is enlarged, no one part can be alone displaced, 
but all parts are equally moved by the distention. The arrange- 
ment of the muscular fibres of the stomach is such that food en- 
tering it is moved toward the pylorus, 'where it can be most 
thoroughly mixed with the gastric juices, and in them passes back 
along the centre of the cavity to the fundus, where the resistance 
is least. This movement of the food along the wall to the pylorus, 
and back again along the centre is rendered possible by the form 
of the organ, and it is probable that it is to this movement that the 
peculiar shape of the fundus is due. As is well known, the fundus 
is absent in newly-born children. Thus the shape of the stomach 
determines the long retention of food in the organ for the purposes 
of digestion, and its slow passage through the pylorus. If the 
transverse colon is distended with gas, it may rise to the left of the 
stomach as high as the fourth intercostal space, and even as high 
as the fourth rib. If the coils of the small intestine are similarly 
distended, the lower part of the stomach may be pressed forward, 
and the stomach may assume a more oblique position. Even a 
large stomach, accustomed to dietetic repletion, maintains a verti- 
cal position, but the pylorus is moved a little upward and to the 
right. — your, Chcm. 

Elixir lodo. — Dr. O. Millard, of Flint, Michigan, says: Under 
the name of "Elixir lodo," said to be a chemical compound 
and patented in July, 1882, we were struck with the utter 
inconsistency of the specification and claim of the patent, and also 
disgusted with the loose way in which that portion of the patent 
office at Washington pertaining to chemistry is run. Henry A. 
Tilden, in his specification states that the iodide and bromide pro- 
duced, are combined with chloride of calcium, and is based upon 
certain reciprocal chemical equivalents; and further on, in the same 
specification, he states that he does not limit himself to the precise 
proportion of the iodide, bromide or chloride. 

If the compound was based upon the known laws of chemistry 
and upon certain reciprocal chemical equivalents, it would be im- 
possible to change their proportions ad libitum. 

The real fact of the matter is that Mr. Tilden exposes his igno- 
rance of chemical law in the specification, which in itself is prima 
facie evidence that no chemical compound of the kind has been 
discovered, but in its stead a mixture, such as any physician might 
chance to make in a single prescription at any time. The gentle- 
man states that he has invented a new and useful "chemical com- 
pound." Isn't that cheek ? / invented / 

The first man who made a barrel of common salt (chloride of 
sodium) by evoporation must have invented the same chemical 
mixture if he made the salt at Saginaw. 

The "lodo" is not a chemical compound any farther than the in- 
dividual salts are concerned; taken as a whole it is a mixture of 
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chemicals. Iodide and bromide of calcium, iodide and bromide of 
magnesium do not unite chemically with chloride of calcium, and 
the amount of cheek necessary to make the claim staggers us. — 
Therafeuiic Gazette. 

Digestive Wine. — Professor Schmitt, Lille, offers to supply a 
formula for a digestive wine, equal, if not superior, to the most 
vaunted products (L'Union Pharm., November, 1880). He re- 
commends pharmacists to make their own pepsin. He advises 
that the rennet solution, -after the preliminary treatment of the 
Codex, should be treated with a mixture of sulphate and phos- 
phate of soda instead of hydro-sulphuric acid, as those salts, in 
excess even, are rather likely to be of advantage than otherwise. 
This solution should be evaporated in a sand-bath to the consis 
tcnce of a firm extract. In this he incorporates 10 per c6nt of the 
purest glycerine. This will keep soft, and this he calls pepsin ex- 
tractive. 

Next he takes malt and crushes in a linseed mill or in a marble 
mortar, macerates it for 24 hours with ten times its weight of cold 
water, and afterwards presses through linen. Strong alcohol is to 
be added to the liquid until 45° is marked on the centesimal alco- 
holmeter. The liquid becomes turbid, and yi«*lds a considerable 
precipitate. After standing for another 24 hours the liquid is fil- 
tered, and alcohol is again added until 66® is marked. After stand- 
ing another 24 hours the liquid is to be carefully decanted, and 
may be distilled for the recovery of the alcohol. The muddy pre- 
cipitate deposited is to be evaporated to a firm consistence, 10 per 
cent, of glycerine is to be added, and a maltine extractive is ob- 
tained. 

. For the preparation of a wine of pepsin and diastase of maltine^ 
take — 

Grammes. 

Pepsinc extractive 5 50 

Maltine extractive 5 50 

Common salt 5 00 

Good brandy 45 00 

Old Chablis wine 400 00 

Grenache wine 500 00 

Each teaspoonful of this wine would contain about 20 centi- 
grammes of digestive ferments. — Monthly Review, 

Two Hundred and Fifty Cases of Malaria Treated with 
the Tincture of Iodine. — Dr. Robert B. Morison, in Maryland 
Medical Journal, says: The use of iodine in the treatment of in- 
termittent fever is by no means new. 

Stille and Maisch, in their dispensiitory, under the head of iodine 
and its uses, say: *^In intermittent fever iodine displays decidedly 
curative virtues, both in tropical malarial regions and in those of 
temperate zones. The tincture has been given in doses of from 
fi\Q to fifteen minims largely diluted." 

So successful have we been with iodine we always onh?r it now 



Southern Medical Record. 307 

in intermittent fever of the acute sort We give it to pregnant or 
nursing women; we give it where there is diarrhoea or constipa- 
tion, and we have only heard, out of these 250 cases, from 2 where 
the chills have not been controlled by it. The dose is a pleasant 
one, and the opinion of the patients is decidedly in favor of taking 
it instead of the bitter malarial mixture. In only one case was 
nausea caused by it. In this case the dose was decreased to one- 
half the regular dose and a cure effected. We had no case of 
iodism, nor did we discover any albuminuria. The patients, as is 
natural after an acute disease, generally need a tonic, and this we 
always order in the form of iron or one of the bitters. 

In conclusion, I will say, the treatment is an established fact at 
the dispensary, and is carried out by the experience of others else- 
where and in private practice. Dr. Hoffman has tried it at the jail 
with success and is, after having seen it so often given, quite as 
much convinced as I am of its efficacy. 

LrUtldine as an Antidote for Strychnia. — Messrs. Greville 
Williams and Waters have discovered (British Medical Journal) 
an antidote for strychnia in the organic base, first prepared by the 
former, by distilling cinchona with caustic potash, and to which 
he assigned the name beta lutidine. Having ascertained, by expe- 
riments upon frogs, that beta lutidine causes a distinct increase in 
the tonicity of both cardiac and voluntary muscular tissues; also 
retardation of the heart's beat; that it arrests the inhibitory power 
of the vagus; and that by its action upon the nerve-cells of the 
spinal cord, it, in the first place, lengthens the time of reflex action, 
and then arrests that function; they proceeded to test its direct 
counter-action to strychnia. The brains of frogs were destroyed 
in the usual way. An animal was then treated with beta lutidine 
till reflex action disappeared, when the subsequent administration 
of strychnia was not followed by the usual results. To another 
frog strychnia was given till strychnia tetanus was produced, when 
it was ix>und that the subsequent administration of lutidine caused 
the tetanus to pass off. The almost simultaneous administration 
of the two bases was not followed by tetanus. It is not unlikely 
that a substance so powerful will have some positive therapeutical 
value. — N, T, Med, Record, 

Criteria of Insanity. — One of the pupils of Esquirol asked his 
teacher to furnish him with a sure criterion for distinguishing the 
limit that separates reason from insanity. The nqj^t day Esquirol 
invited to dinner his pupil and two individuals, one of whom was 
most correct in his appeatance and in his language, while the 
other was very loquacious, full of himself, and of his future. 
When taking leave the pupil reminded his master of the criterion 
which he asked of him on the previous evening. "Answer the 
question for yourself," said Esquirol. *'You have just taken dinner 
with a madman and a sane individual." **0h," answered the pu- 
pil, "the problem is not difficult; the sane man was that distin- 
guished and well-informed man; as to the other, he was a chat- 
terer and a fool who ought really to be shut up." "Ah," replied 
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K^quirol, **you are making a great mistake; the one you took to be 
no s^xy winCi believe* himself to be God the Father, and affects in 
k\\% manners the reserve and dienity which he believes belong to 
hii position; he \% a patient at Charenton. As to the young man 
whom you took to be a fool, in him you see one of the most illus- 
trious of French authoos — he is M^ Honore de Balzac. — British 
Med, Jour, 

Bacilli in Tubercle.— Z^;/cr.' On May Sth, Messrs. Watson, 
Cheyne & Nelson, in the Pathological Laboratory at King's Col- 
lego, demonstrated the bacilli in tubercle which have recently 
caused so much excitement in medical circles. Dr. Goltdammer 
— Dr. Koch^s private assistant — has brought over to England sev- 
•cral specimens of bacilli prepared by Dr. Koch, and these were 
submitted for the first time to the inspection and criticism of Eng- 
lish pathologists. In addition to bacilli in tubercle, those of lepro- 
sy, of scpticivmia, and of erysiplatous inflammation, the bacillus 
anthruclH was shown. Among the pathologists present were Mr. 
Lister, Drs. Wilks, Payne, Pye-Smith, Beale, etc., and altogether 
about seventy gentlemen minutely examined the specimens. There 
can be no doubt whatever as to the presence of the organisms in 
tubercle* formations and in the diseases referred to, although their 
exact significance may still be questioned. Dr. Goltdammer also 
showed a test-tube in which the tubercle- virus was being culti- 
vated in blood-serum. The same specimens weie also exhibited 
at the soiree of the Royal Society on the loth inst, and attracted 
a largo amount of attention from the biologists as well as from the 
pln'Hicians and surgeons who were present. — Mich. Med. News. 

Calabar Bean in Obstinate Constipation. — We notice a re- 
port of the cfticacy of calal>ar bean in the Berlin Klin. Wochen- 
schrit^ which illustrates the process of reasoning based on a 
knowlcilge of the physiological action of drugs. It is known that 
calal^r bc^m prinluces tetanus of the intestinal muscular coats in 
animals^ and hence will brin^ alH>ut the forcible expulsion of the 
contents of the luK^stines, Dr. Shapter ha«i on this ground em- 
pK\ve\) it in obstinate constipation depending on atony of the mus- 
cular ct>at?s such as is ot>en olvserved in women, and in old men. 
l^e ivsult^ justitieil his expectations, for severe cases have yielded 
in less than ^4 h\mrs at\er administration of the drug, lie 
|^\\>s a sv^lution ot the R^llowing formula: Extracti phys< 
VV05 jijnn.: s>lycenni, icvoo ^nns. Six dn»ps every three hovr^ du- 
nn^thedax. l"1^e e\litv>r would suggest the combinatk>n erf dxis 
a^j<^U ^hh cAScam sjigravlji in those case< where that drug does 
n\^ |x»\Hluoe swt^vient peri^t^iStrc act»-.>i»- Sach a coenbtwarinw 
•n>5jht pfv^w v^f a\l\ani3tge by secunng^ m ;ftdditkkQ to the aictioo of 
the caUK*r b<N»n the r<>:wl'jir ^r:'>?uU:tng actkxi on the secietncj 
vv^**.s cw*^^ectc\l W':r. the ar::^e::Mry cacjiL irh>ch Has nude so 
"*«ch ^i<*>ef\v\5 nrrt.tarVn r>r :'"^c ba-v v^f the rhx-r-^as T^iz^^kiaaj. 

Acmricms m the Tt eatm ent oC Wsght^Swi eaiMc .— Dr. Wo^"- 

e 'A-^t "^ v^ t m: Jl — «r Ji \ «fV- exccvrr -e^-^It-^ mber £:iTea i:r 
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doses of 1-70 of a grain. It is, however, a dangerous drug to use, 
on account of its poisonous properties. Dr. Wolfenden therefore 
prefers to eiuploy agaricus, which is of equal value to atropia, 
"while it is quite harmless, since ten grains too much or too little 
produce no toxic effects. Agaricus is a light, bulky, brown pow- 
der, of very bitter taste, and is best administered m the form of 
confection, with a little jam. Twenty grains are usually quite sufi- 
cient given at bed time, though thirty grains may be necessary to 
check the sweating Completely, the only inconvenience attenciing 
the administration of large doses being the great quantity of the 
powder. Patients, however, make no objection to the bitter taste, 
etc., when they find how much benefit they receive from its use. 
Dr. Wolfenden has administered it in nearly forty cases-of phithisis- 
Avith complete success. The only ill effects which have been 
noticed are, first sickness, which stops on elimination of the dose; 
secondly, diarrhcea, which can be averted by combination with one 
or two grains of Dover's powder. — Glasgorw^ Md,^ yournaL 

Congress of German Surgeons. — Among the subjects dis- 
cussed by this Congress during its meeting in Berlin last June 
were the treatment of wounds and the possibility of finding a 
dressing which shall possess both disinfectant and absorbent prop- 
erties. Charcoal, sand, and *^glass wooF' steeped in sulimate, pa- 
per ashes, and dried peat were among the materials recommended 
for this purpose. One surgeon was of the opinion that the iodo- 
form era in surgery was over, the general impression being that 
iodoform does not meet the demands of a model dressing. 

For the radical cure of hernia the use of alcohol as an injection 
near the sac was advised in place of the oak-bark solution em- 
ployed in America. 

A case of spleen extirpation was reported by Crede, Jr., and the 
use of the esophagoscope and gastroscope was demonstrated by 
Mikulicz. 

There was an exhibition of excised stomachs, and reports were 
read on excision of the thyroid, the transplantation of muscle, and 
the resection of the lung. 

The characteristic feature of nearly every paper read was some- 
thing new in pathology or therapeutics or operative procedure. — 
Ex. 

The Effect of Thapsia Garganica on the Skin. — Two cases 
in which an eruption on the face was produced bv the application 
to the chest of a plaster made from the root of tKapsia garganica 
have been recorded by Comby. These plasters are a popular rem* 
edy in France. A local irritant effect is produced in a few hoqrs^ 
and the next day myriads of small vesicles and pustules are pro- 
duced at the spot and in its vicinity, the skin between them being 
bright red. In one of the cases described there was also, when 
the plaster was removed, swelling of the face, which rapidly in- 
creased to such a decree as to close the eyes, and on the redaened 
skin vesicles and bullae appeared. There was no fever or enlarge- 
ment of the glands, and the eruption gradually subsided. In the 
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other cases two plasters had been applied to the chest, and a very 
similar eruption appeared on the face, which ran a similar course. 
The eruption appeared simultaneously in all the parts affected, and 
did not spread as does erysipelas. — Lancet. 

The Influence of Certain Remedies upon the Milk« 
•Secretion. — As the result of a clinical and experimental investi- 
gation. Dr. Max Stumpf, of Munich, gives (Deut. Arch, fur Klin. 
Med.) the following as his observations of the effect of certain 
remeaies upon the secretion of human milk : 

I. — Alterations in quantity of the milk: 

1. Iodide of potassium causes a considerable decrease in the to- 
tal quantityof milk. 

2. Alcohol, morphia, and lead do not alter the quantity se- 
creted. 

3. Salicylic acid appears to increase slightly the flow of milk. 

4. Pilocarpin is not a remedy furthering the milk-secretion. 
II. — Alterations in the quality: 

1. Potassium iodide disturbs the glandular functions so much as 
to lead to uncertainty as to its qualitative effects. 

2. Alcohol and alcoholic drinks increase only the fatty constituents 
of the milk. As dietetic agents for the purpose of increasing the 
milk are therefore to be discarded. 

3. Lead, morphia and pilocarpin scarcely, if at all, affect the 
quality of the milk. 

4. Salicylic acid appears to increase the sugar. 

III. — Discharge of poisons in the milk: 

1. Iodine appears quickly in the milk, and in man rapidly dis- 
appears after the discontinuance of its administration, but in the 
herbivora it is more persistent. As regards the proportion of the 
iodine discharged in this way, it bears no constant relationship to 
the dose taken, and varies in different individuals. "The thera- 
peutic application of iodized milk is therefore out of the question.'' 
The drug is discharged not in the form of alkaline salt, but in some 
-combination with casein. 

2. In the herbivora alcohol does not pass over into the milk. 

3. Lead appears only in traces, but remains for several days 
after the ingestion of the remedy has ceased. 

4. Salicylic acid, when given in large doses, appears also in very 
slight quantity in the milk, in man rather more than in the lower 
a n 1 mals — Med, Times. 



Jaborandi. — Dr. Ryder says: "I believe jaborandi to possess 
the power of eliminating from the human system almost any spe- 
<:ific poison, by means of the skin, if resorted to at once and be- 
fore ihe poison has had time to set up its peculiar action." 

Sensible. — "There is no greater blunder than to object to a 
journal on account of its large advertising department. The size 
of this department is the key to a journal's success and the index 
of its prosperity." It was a wise man who wrote these words. — 
Exchange, 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



Brown Sugar Under the Microscope. — Dr. Wm. Jones, in 
Medical Tribune, says : I will, with your permission, state what 
I have frequently seen in a few grains of raw, brown, unrefined 
sugar, when placed under an objective of four hundred diameters 
of the microscope. 

I fear, however, the great objective power of the instrument 
will forever set you against all sweets, but especially that of aweet- 
ening your tea and coffee with brown sugar. The intensity of 
horror that came over me as I viewed the ugly -looking creatures, 
<and observed the fearful battle that was going on in the few grains 
of sugar which lay before me, was , anything but soothing to my 
nerves. It was such a sight as no one can conceive, who has not 
had an opportunity of observing what I will make an effort to de- 
scribe. 1 have seen dozens, I am sure, of the most horrible-look- 
ing insects, in less than twenty grains of sugar, which appeared 
(under the power mentioned), as large as fleas, and somewhat re- 
sembling lobsters. Their legs or arms were provided with four 
joints each, with pinchers at the end, and covered with short, 
shining hair. Their heads were incased w^ithin a ring of ten or 
twelve spear- like tentacula^ from the end of their nose (or what 
appeared to be their nose), had twelve to fifteen long, worm-like 
feelers, which they kept in continuous motion, for the purpose (it 
seemed to me), to ward off danger from any and all directions. 
And from their hinder-parts were presented ten or twelve spear- 
like bristles; I presume for protecting themselves from danger in 
that direction. Their bodies were about yi of an inch in length, 
with dark lines on each side, similar to a head louse or acarus 
scabies^ and they were in continual motion, throwing their ill- 
looking limbs in every direction, hitting their fetlows, who seemed 
to resent the freedom indulged in, and perfect bedlam seemed to 
exist among them, for I never saw them when they were not 
fighting one another, and tearing each other in a terrible manner. 
I do not know that these insects are natives of the sugar men- 
tioned, or only invited from its want of cleanliness. 

I have never been able to find any insects in refined sugar, but 
have observed them occasionally in the poorer quality of figs, and 
also in some prunes, and other foreign truits. 

• 

Transmission of Motive Power. — We have already referred 
to the transmission of motive power from the mines to the centers 
where it is required, by means of electric wires instead of the 
transportation of coal as now practiced. Sir Henry Bessemer is 
credited with making a proposition of this kind with reference to 
London. He says : 

"What a magnificent vista of legitimate mercantile enterprise 
this simple fact opens up to our country. Why should we not at 
once connect London with one of our nearest coal fields by means 
of a copper rod of one inch in diameter and capable of transmit- 
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ting 84,000 horse-power to London, and practically bring up the 
coal by wire instead of by rail ?" 

Concerning this proposition an English exchange, assuming that 
each horse- power can be generated by consumption of 3 pounds 
of coal per hour, and that the engines work six days and a half 
per week, estimates "that there would be required an annual con- 
sumption of coal equal to 1,012,600 tons to produce the result. 
Now all this would, in the case assumed, be burned at the pit's 
mouth at a cost of, say, 6 shillings per ton for large and 2 shillings 
per ton for small coal; that is, at less than one-fourth the cost of 
coal in London. This would immensely reduce the cost of the 
electric light and of the motive power now used in London for 
such a vast variety of purposes. At the same time it would save 
the city from the enormous volumes of smoke and foul gas which 
this million of tons of coal would make if burned in the city." 

Following up this train of thought the same authority argues 
that a I -inch diameter copper rod would cost about ^533 per mile^ 
and if laid to a colliery 120 miles away, the interest at 5 per cent, 
on its first cost would be less than i penny per ton on the coal 
practically conveyed by it direct to the house consumer. These may 
appear to be visionary ideas at the present time, but with the rapid 
advance that is being made in electrical science, and in the appli- 
ances for utilizing the electric curient, there is no saying what will 
be accomplished in the early future. — Mechanical Istews, 

Photo Printing in Colors. — Some specimens of color printing^ 
in Herr Albert's studio deser\'e mention. Herr Albert has been 
experimenting with some success on the method which is usually 
connected with the name of Ducos du Hauron. A painting is 
photographed three times; the first negative is taken through a red 
screen, the second through a blue screen, and the third through a 
yellow screen. Albert employs colored liquids for his screens^ 
and in this way he secures three negatives, in the taking of which 
respectively the rays of the three primary colors have been ab- 
sorbed. The negative taken through the red screen is then printed 
upon red carbon tissue, and the other two negatives printed re- 
spectively with blue and yellow tissue. Then the three prints in 
red, 3*ellow and blue are superposed, and the picture is finished. 
By working in this way Herr Albert claims to have reproduced a 
colored picture of Lemercier, which had been produced from ■ 
eighteen stones (and therefore contained eighteen different tints )^ 
in all its prestine beauty. As the original was not at hand for 
compaVison, it was impossible to say how far success had been se- 
cured, but certainly the Albert pictures are very pleasing and 
interesting. — Exchange, 

Dynamite. — It is said that the 15 dynamite manufactories now 
under the control ot M. Nobel turn out about 5,000 tons a year. 
In this country and in Europe it is estimated that the production 
of explosives containing nitro-glycerine is between 7)^^^^ ^^^ 
8,000 tons a year, and this quantity has the energy of at least 45,- 
000 tons of ordinary gunpowder. — Boston your, of Chem, 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULAE. 

In Dyspepsia with Acid Eructations and Debility — 

B Ammoni. carbonat gps. 5, 

Tiuct. aurantii 31, 

Infus. chirttejE 3 i, 

Aquae : ad § 2. 

Make a draught, to be taken night and morning. — Western 
Med. Reporter, 

Or: 

B Soda bicarbonat grs. 120, 

Spts. ammon. aromat 3 i, 

Tinct. zingiberis S i, 

Infus. gent, co ad 5 S. 

Mix. A sixth part three times a day. — Ibid. 

In Pyrosis and Gastrodynia. — 

» B Liq. bi.smuthi et ammon. citrat 3 i, 

Infus. quassias 3 i . 

Make a draught, to be taken three times a day. One drachm of 
the solution of bismuth is equal to 20 grains of powder. — Ibid. 

Camphorated Chloro-Tannate of Iodine is the name given 
by Dr. Q. C. Smith, of Austin, Texas, to the following prepara- 
tion which is used as a topical application to bleeding ulcers and 
cancers ot the cervix uteri: 

B Chloral hydrate 3 i. 

Iodine 3 ss, 

Oil of Camphor 3 vi. 

Dissolve and add sufficient tannic acid to bring the mixture to 
the consistence of thick syrup. — South. Prac. 

Injection for Sciatica. — Lereboullet recommends in cases 
where morphia is badly borne the following solution for hypoder- 
mic injection — 

B Morphise hydrochlor gr. ^, 0.03 Gm., 

Atropiae sulph gJ*- ^» 0.012 Gm., 

Aquae destillat fl. Sijss, 10.00 fl. Gm. 

Ten to fifteen minims every six hours. — Union Med.; London 
Praci. 

Treatment of Phagedenic Ulcers. — Dr. Vidal, in Concours 
Medical, recommends — 

B Vaseline 3 x, 

Pyrogallic acid 3 j. 

M. Make into an ointment and apply morning and evening. — 
Med. and Surg-, Rep. 
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Incontinence of Urine. — For incontinence of urine in chil- 
dren, Dr. Janev/ay, in N. Y. Medical Record, recommends a com- 
bination of ergot, belladonna and iodide of iron. We suggest the 
following formula — 

B Tinct. ergot S ij, 

Tinct. belladonna 3 j, 

Syr. iodide iron 3 j» 

Simple elixir 3 j. 

M. One teaspoonful morning, noon and bedtime to a child lo 
years old. 

In Heart-burn and Acid Eructations. — ^The following loz- 
enges are superior to the officinal bismuth lozenges — 

B Bismuth subnitrat grs. 720, 

Magnesias carbonat 3 2, 

Calcis carbonat. pra^cipitat 3 V 

Sodse bicarbonat grs. 1800, 

Sacchari albi 3 14, 

Acaciae gummi grs. 220, 

Mucilag. acacise 3 ^' 

Divide into 360 lozenges, and dry them with a moderate heat. 
From one to six lozenges may be taken at a dose. — Id/d. 

Iodoform in Uclers. — Dr. Wade, in Detroit Clinic, says: In the 
treatment of ulcers, the cause, if possible, being otherwise re- 
moved, I have found no other application to equal the following: 

Take of 

Iodoform, powdered grs. 30, 

Sub-nitrate of bismuth grs. 60, 

Chloral hydrate grs. 15, 

Glycerine 3 2, 

Oil of rose geranium gtt. 10, 

Water to make fl. 3 3. 

Mix and write. Shake and apply. 

Purpura. — 

B Vin. ferri 3 >v, 

Liq. arsenicalis m xx, 

Sry. zingiberis, 3 U* 

M. Sig. One-sixth part, with three tablespoon fuls of water 
three times a day, after meals. — Afed. Gaz. 

Dyspnoea of Phthisis and Emphysema. — 

R Ext. stramonii grs. iij, 

Ext. hyoscyami grs. xx, 

Ext. lupuli grs. xl- 

M. and divide into twelve pills; one to be taken every four 
hours until relief is obtained. — Afed. Gaz. 
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Iodoform in Lung Disease. — The recent developments in the 
pathology of lung infiltration, and in its antiseptic treatment by 
continuous inhalations, have given me hope to expect that the 
continuous action of so potent a local remedy as iodoform, when 
precipitated upon the surface of the minute ramifications of the 
lungs, may develop more than has recently been anticipated to ac- 
crue in the local treatment of consumption. I have not* yet had 
an opportunity of furnishing clinical evidence in support of this 
theory, and I bring up the subject in the interests of a cooperative 
test. This is the formula I use: 

Take of 

Acetic ether fl* 5 4» 

Iodoform grs. 5, 

Glycerine fl» 5 4» 

Chloral hydrate grs. 5 to ro. 

Mix. Dissolve the iodoform before adding the glycerine. The 
acetic ether should be chemically pure, which may not be found 
in the shops. I have not had a^atisfactory article, until it was made 
with reference to purity by Swift & Dodds, of Detroit, especially 
for this purpose. Some samples would not mix with glycerine, 
and the impure goods rapidly change the iodoform to free iodine. 

Acetic ether quite effectually covers the odor of iodoform, at 
least so that the inhalation is not at all disagreeable. I have now 
used iodoform in this manner several hundred times, and I have 
not yet observed any undesirable effects, either local or constitu- 
tional. — Dr. Wade in Detroit Clin, 

Prevention of Diptheritic Infection. — M. Hager, in the 
Pharm. Centralblatt, recommends lozenges, composed after the 
following formula, to persons who are exposed to the infection of 
diphtheria: 

B Cetae alb. (white wax) 3 v. 

Colophon, (rosin) . . ; 5 iss. 

M. Melt together, and then add — 

R Tolutan. bals 3 iiss, 

Pulv. aromat 3 iss, 

Sacch. alb 3 v, 

Ac. benzoic 3 iss-iiss. 

M. Reduce to fine powder, and aromatize with— 

R 01. cinnamomi /« x, 

Creasot 3 j. 

M. After the mass has cooled divide into 100 pastilles. 

One of these lozenges should be very slowlv niastic^ted four or 
five tiip^s daily .-«i^r^». <ind Surg', Rep, 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



_ The. Red Cross on your Journal shows that you are in 
jrr rears for subscription. 

SURGEON O ENSEAL OF THE UNIIED STATES. 

Sugeon General Barnes being sixty- four years old has been 
placed on the retired list. He has served as Surgeon General for 
twenty-two years. 

The officer appointed to fill his place is Dr. Charles H. Crane, 
of New York, who has been acting as Assistant Surgeon Gen- 
eral since the close of the late war. 



PREVALENCE OF CANCER. 

The death of Senator Hill, of Georgia, which took place on 
the i6th inst, suggests to our minds the increased prevalence of 
cancerous aflections in this country and the humilliating fact that 
we have yet no remedy for the disease. Another fact may as well 
be confessed by the profession, and that is, that the knife which 
has been claimed as the best method for removing cancerous 
tumors is, after all, a very questionable method, even in the milder 
cases where life is expected to be prolonged by removing the 
tumor, as experience shows that it more frequently hastens the 
fatal result either by enlarging the surface upon which the diseased 
process is renewed, or by causing the development of the malady 
in some internal or more vital part of the system. 

DEATH OF DR. A. S. HEATON, OF DETROIT. 

A private letter conveys to us the sad intelligence of the death 
of Dr. A. S. Heaton, Professor of Clinical Medicine in the Detroit 
Medical College. We made the acquaintance of Dr. Heaton and 
his excellent lady at the time of our visit to the American Medical 
Association at Richmond in 1881, and was most favorably im- 
pressed with him as a gentleman and as a medical man of intelli- 
gence and fine attainments in the profession. His death took place 
on the 9th ult. from disease of the heart. A meeting of the physi- 
cians of Detroit was called on the following day in honor of the 
departed brother, and the following resolutions passed: 

Whekbas, It has pleased Divine Provldenoe to remove, in aooordance with the 
order of nature, oar brother physician and townsman, Abram &. Heaton, 

Betolvedt Tnat the profession of this city and State has lost one of its most din- 
tiugnished and valaed members, and this commonlty a capable and highly esteemed 
practitioner. 

/ZesoZvod, That we sympathize with the bereaved family, and with those who 
have been acoastomed for so many years to rely upon his aiavioe and assistance in 
times of sickness. 

Dr. Heaton was in his 54th year, and was an active business 
man and a progressive practitioner. We tender our sympathy to 
the wife and family of our deceased friend and brother. Peace 
to his memory! P. 
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The Texas Pharmaceutical Association held its fourth 
annual meeting in Fort Worth, May 9th and loth, the Second 
Vice-Presi*lent, Leo Preuss, of Eunis, presiding. The Secretary 
read the annual address, containing valuable suggestions for the 
future welfare of the Association. Among the business trans- 
acted was the application for a charter, and the election of a Com- 
mittee of Trustees. The following officers were elected to serve 
for one year: President, E. M. Wells, Fort Wortii; Vice-Presi- 
dents— W.T. Morlcy, of Austin; T.W.Powell, of Fort Worth, 
.and C. F. Hall, of Bryan; Treasurer, E. W. Lancaster, of Marshall; 
Secretary, W. H. Murdock, of Dallas. The next meeting will be 
held in Austin, the capital, on the second Tuesday of May, 1883. 
— Exchange, 

Gynecological. — We invite attention to the card of Drs. 
Taliaferro & Noble, in reference to their Infirmary, located in this 
city for the treatment of diseases of women. The Infirmary is 
pleasantly located, is commodious, airy and convenient — located 
adjacent to the Doctor's residence, and supplied with suitable ap- 
pliances, nurses, etc. The general practitioner often finds it de- 
sireable, in obstinate cases, requiring special and unusual attention, 
to refer his patient to a specialist who is experienced and reliable, 
and who is provided with suitable appliances and conveniences 
for such cases. 



The attention of Doctors' wives is called to the advertisement 
of the Patti Hand Attachment to sewing machines in this issue. 

Cincinnati Sanitarium. — See the advertisement of this ex- 
cellent institution in this Journal. 

Celerina. — Read the new advertisement of this excellent pre- 
paration commencing with this number of our Journal. 

The American Pharmaceutical Association will hold its thirtieth 
annual meeting at Niagara Falls, commencing September 12th. 

BOOK NOTICES. 

Diseases of the Rectum and Annus. By Charles B. Kelsey, 
M. D., Surgeon to St. Paul's Infirmary for Diseases of the Rec- 
tum, etc.; etc. New York: Wm. Wood & Co. 

This is an illustrated work of 288 oc. pages, well gotten up and 
contains a great amount of valuable, practical information upon a 
department but. little understood by the profession at large. It is 
well adapted to both the student and the general practitioner. 

Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian 
Institute, showing the operations, expenditures and condition of 
the Institution for the year 1880. Washington: Government 
Printing Oflice, 1881. 

The work exhibits the financial affairs of the Institution, etc. 
The Appendix contains a record of recent progress in the princi- 
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pal departments of science; astronomical observations, etc., for the 
past year from the various Observatories in the United States are 
given. 

Principles of Human Phvsiologv. By Wni. B. Carpenter, 
M. D., F. R. S., F. G. S., F. L. S., Registrar to the University of 
London, etc. Edited by Henry Power, M. B., F. R. C. S., Lon- 
don, Examiner in Natural Science, etc., etc. A new American 
from the Eighth revised and enlarged English edition, with 
notes and additions by Frances G. Smith, M. D., Professor of 
Institues of Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania, etc. 
.Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea, 1876. 

We can recommend the above as one of the best works extant 
on Physiology. Suited to both the general practitioner and to the 
student of medicine. 

Electricity in Sugery. By John Butler, M. D. Boericke & 
Tafel, New York, 145 Grand street. Philadelphia, loii Arch 
street, 1882. 

A work of 109 pages. Practical, and based upon the author's 
experience, and designed for the use of the specialist and general 
practitioner. 

Fourth Biennial Report of the State Board of Health of 
Maryland, 1882. 

We are indebted to Dr. C. W. Chancellor, Secretary, for a copy 
of the above interesting Report. The following are the officers of 
the Board, to- wit: 

J. Robert Ward, M. D., President, Govanstown. 

C. W. Chancellor, M. D., Secretary, Baltimore. 

James A. Stewart, M. D., Baltimore. 

Hon. Charles J. M. Gwinn, Baltimore. 

J. Crawford Nelson, C. E., Baltimore. 

St. George W. Teackle, M. D., Baltimore. 

Transactions of the American Gynecological Society, Vol. 6, 
for the year 1881. Philadelphia: tienry C. Lea^s Son & Co. 

This volume contains the index to the Gynecological and Ob- 
stetric literature of all countries, for the year 1880, prepared with 
the co-operation of Dr. J. S. Billings, U. S. A., in charge of the 
National Medical Library, Washington. 

Mental Pathology and Therapeuoics. By W. Griesinger, 
M. D., Professor of Clinical Medicine and of Mental Science in 
the University of Berlin, Homorary member of the Medico- 
Psychological Association, membre Associe Etranger De La 
Societe Medico-Psycologique De Paris, etc., etc. Translated 
from the German (Second edition) by C. Lockhart Robertson, 
M. D., Cantab, Medical Superintendent of the Sussex Lunatic 
Asylum, and James Rutcherford, M. D.. Edin. 

A work of 361 oc. pages, in which are treated with much ability 
the various forn^s of insanity, melancholia, mania, dementia, and 
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other complications. Interesting and important information on 
psycology, idiocy, cretinism, etc., are given, and other matters 
pertaining to mental disorders are treated in a manner at once 
forcible and interesting. 

MuLTUM IN Parvo — the best Pocket Anatomist Founded upon 
Gray — By G. Henri Leonard, A. M., M. D., Professor of the 
Medical and Surgical Diseases of Women and Clinical Gyne- 
cology in Michigan Medical College, etc. 

Eleventh revised edition. A useful little work for students at 
the dissecting table. Price, 75 cents. C. H. Leonard, 89 Miami 
Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 

The Incidental Effects of Drugs: A Pharmacological and 
Clinical Hand Book, by Dr. L. Lewin, Assistant at the Pharma- 
ceutical Institute of the University of Berlin. Translated by 
\V. T. Alexander, M. D. New York: William Wood & Co., 
1882. McGarity & Laird, Agents, Atlanta, Ga. Octavo, 239 
pages. 

This work is one of unusual interest, and should be carefully 
read by the practitioner, who will here find a solution of many 
conditions and symptoms not heretofore understood, and supposed 
to be different phases of disease, when in reality they are the re- 
sult of the incidental effects of the medicines used. In the case 
of quinine, for instance, we sometimes see ^'headache, deafness, 
general muscular excitability, chilliness and vertigo disappearing 
in the horizontal position. Sometimes periodical anxiety, fainting 
or symptoms of collapse." A species of urticaria is also not un- 
frequently seen, and other forms of eruption. It will be a useful 
and interesting work of reference, and should be in the library of 
every practitioner. 

Transactions of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of the 
State of Maryland, at its eighty-fourth Annual Session held at 
Baltimore. 

The volume is a neat one, and contains many able and interest- 
ing papers, of which we have not space to malce special mention. 
The President elect for the present year is Dr. Wm. M. Kemp. 

Vice-Presidents: Dr. Tho. S. Latimer and Dr. Richard Mc- 
Sperry. 

Recording Secretary: W. L. Register, M. D. 

What to do in Cases of Poisoning. By William Murrell, M. 
D., M. R. C. P., Lecturer on Materia Meclica and Therapeutics 
at Westminster Hospital, Assistant Physician to the Royal Hos- 
pital for Diseases of the Chest Second edition. Detroit, Mich., 
U. S. A., 1883. Geo. S. Davis, publisher. 

A little work of much useful and practical information. 
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SPECIA-L NOTICES. 



PARHBf DATIA 4fc CO.— This great drug house, of Detroit, Michigan, have at- 
tained to a very high reputation as wholesale druggists and manafttctnnngchfimlsts. 
Their Indomitable enterprise in the importation and presentation of new drugs to 
the Profewiou is worthy of all praise, and their numerous reliable and elegant prep- 
arations have the oonfldence of the public and of the Medical Profession every- 
w here. See their advertisement in this Journal. 

TIIE art of sugar-coating pills so as not to impair their solubility, but to preserve 
the composition, keeping it soft and plastic, has aoquired for Messrs. ^t 



C'O., a world-wide reputation. Physieians may rely upon the purity of the drugs 
used, and upon the mathematical nicety in which their puis, **gTanuleB,*' and 
**parvule8" are divided. Every doctor may be his own drugi^t, and at the same 
time save himselfthe drudgery of it by using WARNER'S preparations. A bottle 
of Quinine Pills recently sent us by this firm saUsfles us that this firm Is fully maln- 
taluiug Its reputation.— ^or^A CaroUna MedUocU Journal, July, 1879. 

REED A CARlf BICK*— The polite and intelligent agent of this excellent house 
called at our office aud exhibited a number of samples prepared by them. For neat- 
ness, beauty aud excellence of combination they cannot be surpassed. We ask our 
readers to read their advertisement on next to last cover page in this Journal, and to 
teHt their preparations. We have found them very useful in practice. 

I^EIiBBIH A.— Examine the advertisement of this agent by J. G. Richardson in 
this Journal. It is very higbly extolled as a Herve Tonis of rare quality, adapted 
to low, debilitated conditions of the system trom. any oauso-especlally in cases of 
mental, nervous or sexual exhaustion. Among the multitude of new and useftil 
agents now being introduced, It is regarded as a very valuable addition to the arma- 
mentarium of the physician. 

HYDROLBIITE.— Dr.E. H. Trenholme, 88 Beaver Hall, Montreal, Can., says: My 
experience with Hydrolelne has been more than satlsfiactoiT, and I know no rem- 
edy like it in cases of a scrofulous or tubercular diathesis. In some of my cases the 
etfect of Hydrolelne has been really marvelous. I wish you to send me half a dosen 
buttles for my own personal use, as I wish to continue taking it myself. 

NOW thatthefatherof antiseptic surgery has placed carbolic acid under ban, 
and recommended eucalyptus as an efficient substitute for It, we would advise phy- 
sicians to give IjJSTJSRINJS a trial. Eucalyptus is one of its constituents ; and the 
preparation, being a perfect solution, is presented in a form most convenient lor 
general use.— XiOiumUe Medioal New, June 25tA, 1881. 

More of EIJL10TT*S SADDLE BAQ8 are sold than all olher patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to different parts of the country since Jan- 
uary Ist. The proprietor invites a thorough Investigation and comparison of every 
Bag in the market. The U. S. Government did this In 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. MELLIEH, 7U9 W^hlngton Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

JOHH9TON*S ri.VID BEEF. 

O. H. F. RouTH, M. D., Senior Phyflclan to the Samaritan Hospital for Women and 
Children, etc., 52 Montague Square, London, 17th April, 1878, writes :— I have made 
careful and repeated trials of your Fluid beer, and am eminently satisfied with it. It 
affords sustenance, and is well borne bv weak stomachs. It seems to me to fUifll a 
desideratum long sought for, and I feel much obliged to yon for brlns^ng it befbre 
ray notice. 1 trust you will have depots In London soon, for a Beef Tea containing al- 
bumen and flbrine in such large quantities, and in such a readily assimilable Uilx- 
ture, will prove of the greatest value to the treatment of disease. 

Qnlnlne Hjrpodsmitoalljr.— Qulnla Bi-Muriatica Cardamldata ; soluble in its 
own weight of Dolling distilled water. 

Dr. McCoy, house phvsloian of Bellevue Hospital, in the Medical Reoord of August 
7th, 1880, cited 88 cases in which he subcutaneously administered this remedy with 
the most satisfactory results, and without the sequence of a single aboess. He em- 
ployed a fifty percent, solution of Bl-Muriate Q^uinla with Urea; and in one case, 
which he cites, found that 40 grains of the salt, when given at one time, produced 
cinchonism in one hoar, the temperature being decreased four degrees In five hours. 

McKesson A Bobbins, of New York, well known as the introducers of gelatine- 
coated pills, manufacture the salts, and sell it in one, two and four gramme vials, 
aud also the fifty ^i er cent, solution which they put up in one'eighth ounce and one 
ounce vials. 
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OTALGIA FROM REFLEX DENTAL IRRITATION. 



By a. G. Hobbs, M.D., 

Pro/, of Eye, Ear and Tiiroat Diseases In Southern Medical College, Atlanta, Ga. 



Otalgia from reflex irritation is probably of more frequent 
occurrence tJian many have supposed. 

Not to mention the commonly observed phenomenon of pain in 
the ear, accompanying acute afTections of the tonsils, it is well 
known, also, as a not unusual and extremely painful complication 
of tubercular, cancerous and syphilitic disease of the pharj'ngeal 
region. 

Otalgia due to malignant or syphylitic disease of the pharynx 
has olten been treated locally for a considerable length of time be- 
fore the pharyngeal complication has been discovered. 

The most remarkable feature of these reflex neuralgic symp- 
toms is that they sometimes occur upon the opposite side to the 
point of irritation. 

As an illustration of this feature, I will cite the following case 
described by Dr. D. B. Delavan, of New York : 

"The patient was a finely-developed, well-nourished girl of 
about twenty, with clear complexion, active circulation and every 
apparent indication of robust health. Her family history was ex- 
cellent, and there was no suggestion of any heredity. She had 
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always enjoyed perfect health, with the exception of an attack of 
double stitis 7nedia^ at the age of seven. At this time there was a 
purulent discharge from both ears. Since then she has always 
been slightly deaf in the right ear. The present attack began with 
^ pain in the right ear, which was constant and throbbing, with an 
occasional paroxysm of lancination, and was much more severe at 
night. This condition grew worse, producing almost complete in- 
somnia. 

"She was first seen four days after the beginning of the attack. 
Examination with the otoscope revealed both t^'mpani in a healthy 
condition, with no sign whatever of inflammatory action either of 
the external or of the middle ear. Rhynoscopic examination failed 
to discover any cause in the pharynx. The upper teeth were per- 
fect. In the lower jaw the right second molar was slightly carious, 
while the right wisdom tooth had not yet made its appearance. 
On the left side the wisdom tooth was through, but the second 
molar was wanting. Patient stated that several ye.irs ago this lat- 
ter tooth had decayed and come out. 

"Applications of heat and anodynes effected no relief The otal- 
gia was apparently reflex, and seemed due, in all probability, to 
irritation from the developing wisdom tooth of the right side, or 
from thc'carious second molar of the same side. 

" The patient was seen in consultation by Dr. Samuel Sexton, 
who agreed with this hypothesis. At his suggestion she was re- 
ferred to a competent dentist, who discovered that the deficient 
.second molar of the left side had onlv lost its crown, while the 
-roots were still impacted in the jaw, although completely covered 
by mucous membrane. With considerable difliculty three large 
froots were removed and an abscess of large size was found at the 
extremity of one of the roots. The wound caused by the remov- 
jil of these fragments soon healed, and the otalgia quickly disap- 
peared. Since the operation — two months — the carious right sec- 
ond molar has not been filled, nor has the right wisdom tooth yet 
finished its irruption: nevertheless, there has been no return of the 
otalgia whatever.'' 

Two cases of reflex dental irritation have occurred in my prac- 
vtice during the last three years. One was a young man about 
twenty years of age, who presented himself to me with what he 
called an " earache," which attacked him — usually at night — with 
lancinating pains that lasted several hours. He had been subject 
;to these attacks for several months. An examination of the 
.ear revealed nothing abnormal; the appearance of the pharyngeal 
ojnd of the eustachian tube was quite natural; so I was at a loss to 
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know what caused his ear-trouble until, after questioning him 
closely, he toUl me that, just before his car attacks, he always felt 
^ dull, aching pain in a back jaw tooth. I took him to a dentist, 
who found the crown of a wisdom tooth badlv decayed: he ex- 
tracted it, and the voungr man told me six months afterward that 
he had never had a return of the earache. The left ear was af- 
fected, and }et the extraction of a decayed right upper wisdom 
tooth cured the ear. This was a typical case of dental reflex 
irritation. The other case was a married lady about 'i6 years of 
age, who applied to me with an acute catarrhal inflammation of 
the middle ear. I employed the usual remedies, which should 
have cured her in a week; but her ear got no better, and the par- 
oxysms of pain became even more frequent and more severe. She 
suffered with a toothache at the same time. A dentist killed the 
nerve of the 2d molar tooth and plugged it. I continued the same 
applications to the ear, and in three days the discharge had ceased, 
the perforation in the membrana tym/^ani had healed and her hear- 
ing was entirely restored. The aching tooth in this case was on 
the same side of the head with the aching ear. 

Few instances, if any, have been reported where irritation, not 
only far removed, but actually upon the side opposite to the neu- 
ralgic manifestation, has resulted as in the case cited by Dr. D. and 
in my first case; and yet, from the almost immediate relief which 
followed the operation in both instances, there can be no reasona- 
ble doubt as to the relation of cause and effect between the dental 
irritation and the neuralgia. 

It would appear, therefore, that a disordered condition of the 
teeth may exert a powerful influence upon part« with which they 
seem to have but little nervous connection, and the inference is 
forced upon us that, in many cases of cephalic neuralgia, the true 
cause lies in dental irritation, so that relief is not likelv to be af- 
forded until the irritation has been removed. 



A CASK IN PRACTICE. 



Bv R. L. IIiNTON, M. D., rREscoTT, Ark. 



July 1st, R. T., an Irishman, a?t. 27, living ik miles from town, 
presented himself at my oflfice tor treatment — said he had rheum- 
atism; but, having observed his gait, as he approached me, I had 
already made up my mind that he must be paralyzed in the right 
leg, which, upon examination, I found to be true, the entire limb 
being devoid of sensibility and motor-power to about a level w^ith 
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the hip joint. Said he first felt, about a week before, a numbness, 
and tingling in the foot, as " though his foot was asleep," which 
had gradually extended up. Temperature of the limb, also of the 
body, normal; pulse, natural; tongue, heavy brown coated. Said 
he had sufTered, in the last few days, considerable pain *Mn the 
small of the back." I learned from him, which was afterward 
corroborated by his friends and relatives who had known him 
from birth, that he had always been stout and healthy, that he had 
never had syphilis, scarlatina, or any of those diseases known or 
supposed to have anything to do with the causation of paralysis. 
Having seen several cases of local, temporary paralysis in connec- 
tion with our malarial fevers — though I confess I was puzzled to 
class this with these cases — yet, being unable for the time being to 
trace any other cause, unless it be in some of the nerve centers, I 
gave him a mercurial for to-night and to-morrow-night, to be fol- 
lowed by quinine each morning, and advised to keep up the qui- 
nine, about two six-grain doses every morning, making the doses 
four hours apart. 

July 4. He comes in again; walks much better; feels much bet- 
ter; flatters himself that he is getting well; tongue cleanhig off; 
skin clearer; pulse and body-heat normal; complete insensibility 
in the entire limb, as before. Same treatment continued. 

July 7. Condition about the same, only he feels a tingling and 
numbness in the left foot, same as in the right foot at first. Add 
to former treatment 

B Tr. digitalis, 

Fl ext. nux vomica aa 3 j. 

Mix. Take six gtt. every six hours, to be increased or decreased^ 
according to symptoms. Counter-irritation to the spine. 

He reported to me no more, till on the idth I was called to se^ 
him. I found him flat of his back in bed, both sides paralyzed to 
about top of the sacrum, involving bowels and bladder; suffering 
considerably from retention of urine, and some from overloaded 
bowels. The former promptly relieved by catheter; the latter with 
some difficulty, after the repetition of cathartics and enemas. 
There was no sense of feeling, on pricking or pinching the skin, 
up to the point mentioned on the back; slight^ on the lower part 
of abdomen. The tongue slightly coated brown; temperature and 
pulse natural, after relieving bladder and bowels. Appetite good, 
and had been about all the time. He now tells me he was taking 
his medicine, and thought he was getting along very well till, about 
three days ago, he commenced nursing a very sick relative — was 
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up day and night till he took his bed the day before sending for 
me. In conversation with the family during this visit, I learned 
that he received a severe blow on the head about the 2d of April 
last; that he had not been entirely well since; that the wound was 
dressed by Drs. Jordan and Sloan, who gave him attention at their 
•office; for six weeks. From this date to the time of my first seeing 
him, about two weeks, he had been at work on the streets, spad- 
ing, where the sun was very hot, and he constantly stooping, as 
his work required. On my return to town, I called on Dr. J., who 
confirmed the statement about the blow on the head; said it was 
very severe, having cut the scalp to the bone, through a heavy cot- 
ton or wool hat, to about three inches in length, just to the right of, 
and diagonally across the posterior end of the sagital suture; said 
he was an office patient of his till about the 15th June, during which 
time he had erysipelas of the scalp, with deep-seated pain in the 
head, w^ith considerable disturbance of the nervous system, so much 
so that he had found it necessary to keep him under the influence 
•of the bromides and other quieting remedies all the time, both be- 
fore and after erysipelas had subsided. As this article is already 
becoming tedious, I will state that there was nothing very unusual 
in the symptoms or treatment from this on; digitalis and nux vomica 
were continued; blisters to the spine, with relieving of the bowels 
and bladder; also, a trial of electricity, which produced twitching 
in the muscles of the lower limbs, as did, also, the strychnia. lie 
died at 2 o'clock p. m. on the 20th. I saw him at 9 o'clock a. m. 
the same day. The paralysis had then reached to a little above the 
points of the scapula. He was as calm and rational as ever. No 
change in the general symptoms, only the breathing was a little 
labored. He remarked to me that the disease was gradually going 
upward. 

On the 2 1st I was summoned to attend a jury of inquest, and, with 
the assistance of Drs. Jordan and Sloan, made a post mortem examina- 
tion. On removing the hair, there was the scalp- wound, as already 
mentioned, now healed. Putrefaction had been very rapid, and the 
stench was almost intolerable, in spite of disinfectants. Neither 
plate of the skull was fractured. There was slight adhesion, about 
the size of a half-dollar, directly under the scalp-wound, of the 
plamater to the brain; might have been more apparent, had not de- 
cay done its work so rapidly. 

Here we have a case of progressive paralysis; a man dying by 
the inch; the work accomplished in twenty days from the first 
jymptom. Will some one or more of our surgeons, who have a 
more extended field for observation, be kind enough to comment 
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on this case ? Tell, at least, whether or not they believe the blow 
upon the head had anything to do with the disease and death of 
this man. I, ol' course, have my views, but it is not best to express 
them here, as I want the unbiased views of abler ones of the pro- 
fession. I want it for my own satisfaction and information. The 
verdict of the jury released the man that struck the blow. 



THE DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS OF THE CAUSE OF 

SUDDEN UNCONSCIOUSNESS. 



By R. O. Beard, M. D. 



{Concluded from August Number.) 

ur.*:mic poisoning 

is a questionable cause of sudden unconsciousness, but certain 
cases are reported in which the usual prodromata are said to have 
passed unnoted, until the abrupt occurrence of convulsions and 
coma. 

The convulsions are of the epileptiform type, and liable to re- 
mission. The presence of anasarca; the urinous odor of the 
breath; the dilated, indolent pupils; slow, stertorous respiration of 
a peculiarly labial character, distinguishable from the guttural 
sounds characteristic of cerebral haemorrhage and compression; 
and the progressively falling temperature, reaching in some cases 
91.5** F., furnish sufficient diagnostic evidence. If urinalysis is 
possible, the discovery of albilmen and casts will settle the ques- 
tion of cause. 

I cannot overlook the fact that a remarkable difference of opin- 
ion exists on the part of Professor Flint, as to the temperature of 
this condition. He claims that a marked elevation, sometimes 
ranging as high as 105'' F., is observed in these cases. This state- 
ment is supported in Ziemssen^s Cyclopoedia, where its explana- 
tion is attempted by a reference to the epileptiform nature of the 
convulsions, and the correspondingly high temperature of true epi- 
lepsy. But, although epileptiform^ the convulsions are not epilep- 
tic^ and the analogy fails in view of the wide difference in both 
causes and effects of the two diseases. 

Neither can the excessive muscular exertion thus induced be re- 
garded as sufficient cause for this reported elevation. Considering 
the fact that all other toxic agents which induce coma, among 
which uremic poison may properly be classed, invariably occur 
with lower temperature, the above statement appears still more 
doubtful. In the apparent absence of post-mortem facts to sus- 
tain the clinical evidence, I would venture to suggest the occasional 
occurrence of meningitis as a complication of, uraemia, and a pos- 
sible cause of high temperature, and hence of these conflicting 
observations. 
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ASPHYXIA 

is properly ranked among comatose conditions of toxic origin, but 
is too familiar to need anything beyond mention in this connec- 
tion. 

It is well-defined as ''a suspension of animation, due to the non- 
conversion of venous into arterial blood." The indications point 
to primary disturbance in the lungs rather than the brain. 

ALCOHOLIC COMA 

would appear, at first thought, to be of all forms of unconscious- 
ness the most easily diagnosticated, and yet no other condition has 
been so fruitful of mistake, and of -injury as the result of error. 

A medical verdict of '* intoxication " has too often consigned an 
innocent sufferer from far more serious ills to a course of treat- 
ment which involved either irretrievable physical mischief, or a 
form of moral injury equally impossible of repair. 

The odor of alcohol thrown off by the lungs is a valuable aid to 
diagnosis, but even in the presence of this indisputable evidence ot" 
inebriation, it should be remembered that accident incurred while 
in a drunken state may cause concussion or compression of the 
brain, or that cerebral haemorrhage may supervene in this condi- 
tion. The absence of paralysis, the presence of a complete mus- 
cular relaxation and anaesthesia, and the state of the pulse, the res- 
piration and the skin, are all worth}' of note, but the condition of 
the temperature and the pupils furnish the most valuable and dis- 
tinctive evidence. A low temperature, sometimes markedly low, 
is not absolutely peculiar to acute alcoholism, as opposed to other 
forms of unconsciousness, but in none, save that of uracmic poison- 
ing, is there so frequent and so considerable a fall. 

Dr. Wm. MacEwen, of Glasgow, Scotland, records a thermic 
test in fifty cases, noted under many varying circumstances, which 
shows a downward range of temperature from 97-9** to 934*^ F.- 
These figures represent rectal temperatures, which, according to 
Wunderlich, should be reckoned from a half to one degree higher 
than in the axilla. It may, therefore, be stated that in alcoholic 
coma the temperature has a latitude of 5° below normal. The 
same observer claims the demonstration of an absolutely pathog- 
nomonic sign in the condition of the pupils, which, as far as my 
observation and inquiry have extended, has proved a reliable aid 
in the diagnosis of doubtful cases and the exclusion of any coinci- 
dent injury or disease. 

In alcoholic coma undisturbed, he states that the pupils are in- 
var iably contracted^ but that on the application of any external 
stimulus, suflliclent to partially arouse the patient they at once di- 
late^ again relapsing into a contracted state as unconsciousness re- 
deepens. Dr. MacEwen reports the observation of ^^ty cases, 
of which number forty-eight answered perfectly to the test, con- 
traction recurring in from fiXQ to thirty minutes after stimulation. 
The two exceptions to this rule proved, on subsequent inquiry, to 
have formerly suffered with disease of the iris, which had resulted 
in complete fixity of the pupils. Since th^ publication of these 
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items I have endeavored, as opportunity ottered, to test their accu- 
racy, and in some eight cases I have noted the behavior of the pu- 
pils has been in perfect accord with the facts stated. This alter- 
nation is, I believe, characteristic of no other comatose condition, 
and is, therefore, if supported by further investigation, an inval- 
uable diagnostic sign. 

OPIUM NARCOSIS 

is so rapidly fatal in its course that it especially demands prompt 
recognition. In the early stages of its action the patient can be 
momentarily aroused. The odor of opium on the breath can usu- 
ally be detected. The complete muscular relaxation, the suppres- 
sion of all secretions except th*at of the skin, which is very pro- 
fuse, the usually persistent vomiting, the markedly contracted and 
insensible pupils and slightly reduced temperature, with other 
general symptoms, should be borne in mind. 

The symptoms attending the narcosis of other soporific poisons 
are similar to the above. In the case of chloral, dilatation instead 
of contraction of the pupils is observed when poisoning results 
from the slow cumulative action of the drug. 

In closing the discussion of these causes of sudden unconscious- 
ness, let me refer briefly to those surgical conditions known as 

CEREBRAL CONCUSSION, CONTUSION AND COMPRESSION. 

Any attempt to difl\;rentiate their peculiar symptoms is neces- 
sarily limited by the fact that the occurrence of either of these dis- 
tinctive forms of injury uncomplicated with one or both of the 
others is exceedingly rare. Indeed, Dr. Bryant explicitly stated 
that "concussion and contusion of the brain are always asso- 
ciated in fatal cases;" and the Rei>orts of Gu^^'s Hospital, London, 
for fifteen years, record "no case of death from concussion with- 
out change of brain structure." 

Compression doubtless often happens alone. The possibihty of 
an apoplectic or epileptic seizure occurring in a position likely to 
provoke a suspicion of accident, or even inducing a fall, should al- 
ways be remembered." 

Cerebral Concussion, pure and simple, is believed by many sur- 
geons to be little more than a momentary disturbance, and cer- 
tainly cases on record in which coma has persisted for hours or 
even da^'s can hardly be regarded as uncomplicated. The loss of 
consciousness resultmg is usually immediate and complete." 

Cerebral Contusiofi is defined to be "a sudden and violent at- 
trition of the brain substance, attended with more or less lacera- 
tion and effusion of blood," generally \x\ the form of minute haem- 
orrhagic points.' It does not necessarily involve injury, actual or 
apparent, to the calvaria. Its symptoms, as apart from those of con- 
cussion and compression, are not well differentiated. 

Cerebral Compression, of traumatic origin, may depend upon 
the pressure of fragments of the outer or inner tables of the skull, 
or of a blood-clot formed beneath the seat of injury. 

A short interval usually elapses between the infliction of the in- 
jury and the appearance of the profound unconsciousness which 
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follows. The general identity of its symptoms with those attend- 
ant upon cerebral haemorrhage in its idiopathic form, indicates that 
the results are substantially the same in the two cases. For the 
general symptoms observable in these surgical cases, as well as in 
the other foregoing morbid conditions, I would refer to the sum- 
marized table appended to this sketch, which offers a readier means 
of rapid comparison than it would be possible to give in any other 
form. 

It cannot but be observed that, in manv cases, the means of dif- 
ferentiation we possess are at present very limited, and even those 
most clearly defined are often clouded by varying complications. 

There only remains to allude briefly to the modus operandi of 
the causes which result in this general effect of unconsciousness, 
and on this important but obscure question I shall venture but a 
few simple suggestions. 

The post-mortem evidence recorded throws but little light upon 
the working of these causes; but, applying the few facts thus ob- 
tained to the clinical history we possess, the indications seem to 
point strongly to opie pathological condition necessary to the pro- 
duction of unconsciousness in any of its forms, viz.: a deficiency 
•of arterial or oxygenated blood in the ve«isels of the brain. If this 
point be well taken, we have at once an explanation of the diffi- 
culty we meet in attempting to differentiate these conditions, in the 
'fact that, though induced by exciting causes of widely varying 
nature, in many varying ways, and in greatly varying degree, the 
ultimate result, manifested in the loss of consciousness, is in each 
and all the same. 

Thus, in syncope, probably the simplest form of unconscious- 
ness, we find an anaemia of the cerebral cortex, whether caused 
•by arrest of the general circulation, by profuse haemorrhage from 
■other parts, or by a chronic anaemic condition. In catalepsy and 
cerebral hysteria, the symptoms point to the same result, depend- 
ing upon deranged nervous function, probably manifesting itself 
through the vaso-motor system by inducing a tonic contraction of 
the cerebral arterioles. In concussion of the brain, the theory of 
vascular paralysis affecting the vessels of the cortical portion of 
the cerebrum and producing arterial amemia, with consequent ve- 
nous stasis, offers the best explanation of the phenomena observed ; 
and, seeing that we have no knowledge of the long continuance 
•of such vascular paralysis, it accords well with the opinion that 
true concussion is but of short duration. 

Insolation furnishes us with an instance of more complicated 
action, but it is probable, as Niemeyer observes, that the febrile 
condition of the blood, caused by the excessive heat and exposure, 
involves the loss of its oxygenating power. 

Epilepsy has hitherto been very obscure in its pathology, but 
leading neurologists support the theory that the coma is due to gen- 
•eral cerebral anaemia, while they refer the attendant convulsions to 
the excitation of a ** convulsive center'* by means of a local hy- 
peraemia or congestion. This question doubtless requires further 
demonstration. 

In the toxic conditions we have reviewed, we can distinctly trace 
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the disturbance of cerebral function to the inHuence of the toxic 
agent, cither directly upon the blood, as in uramiia and asphyxia; 
upon the heart and vessels through the agency of the nervous sys- 
tem, as in opium narcosis; or upon both, as in alcoholic intoxica- 
tion. 

By whatever mode of action, the results seem to be in each in- 
stance the same — that is, either the destruction or impairment of 
the oxygenating power of the blood, or an interference with the 
circulation in the cerebral substance. 

In cerebral and meningeal haemorrhage, and in traumatic com- 
pression, a similar end is reached by means of mere mechanical 
pressure. 

Dr. Bryant observes that ''unconsciousness in these cases,whether 
from injury or haemorrhage, appears as soon as commencing intra- 
cerebral pressure impinges upon the capillaries of the cortex,'"* 
and it is probable that it ensues even before that point is reached. 

The rupture of an abscess into the brain substance has the same 
mechanical effect, and embolism, obstructing the cerebral aiteries,. 
induces partial piessure, and causes a more circumscribed anaemia, 
which, in its turn, accounts for the slighter and more transient 
symptoms. 

The unccrtaintx* which evidently surrounds this question in the 
minds of scientific observers, and leaves room for these imperfect 
suggestions, ofters a wide field for patient investigation and re- 
search. — Cliicaj^o Med. Jour, and Hxatur. 



m LSATILLA IN INFLAMMATION OF THE TESTIS. 



By G. Frank Lydston, M.D. 



Altiiough the use of pulsatilla in the treatment of disease has- 
been chiefly confined to the homeopaths, attention has been called 
to its efficacy, particularly in inflammatory afl^ections ot the testis,, 
by several members of the regular profession. Dr. Piflard having 
especially commended it. 

A short time since, having a hospital service in which there were 
abundant opportunities to test its efficacy, I began its use in such 
cases. I had previously employed the ordinary methods of treat- 
ment, such as applications of ice, hot fomentations, tobacco poul- 
tices, etc., thus having ample scope for the coniparison of the re- 
sults derived from the different procedures. The results of the 
remedy were very gratifying, and in most instances, whether given 
alone or in combination, superior to the ordinary measures for re- 
lief of the above inflammations. The records of the cases so 
treated at that time I did not retain, but they contained a large 
number of cases. I have been fortunate enoueh to have a series 
of ?i\^ pronounced cases within the last few months, the histories 
of which I have, and will recount, hoping that they may prove of 
interest. 

Case I. — itonorrh(xal epididymitis. — Patient is a plethoric sub- 
ject, at. •^3; stated that he contracted a severe gonorrhoea some 
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three weeks previously, which ran the usual course until two days 
before consultation, when the right testicle began to swell and be- 
came very painful, the urethral discharge having ceased. He com- 
plained greatly of ^Iragging pain along the cord. The epididymis 
of the anected side was cxtremelv swollen and of almost stonv 
hardness, and the tunica vaginalis greatly distended: the tender- 
ness on pressure was very marked. He was ordered a mercurial 
cathartic, and ir. pulsatilla* in 10 m. doses, every two hours. The 
testes were supported upon oakum. On the following morning 
the pain had entirely ceased and the tenderness was perceptibly 
less. There was no change, however, in the bulk of the testicle,, 
although the fluid in the tunica vaginalis seemed less transparent. 
At the end of twenty -four hours the Pulsatilla was stopped. There 
was no recurrence of the pain, and on the fourth day the tender- 
ness was so far reduced that strapping was admissible, and was 
continued imtil the organ had regained its usual size. 

Case H. — Rheufnatic orchitis, — Patient a carpenter; set. 24. De- 
nied having had venerial disease of any description, and stated 
that he contracted his present trouble by sitting upon a cold stone 
step for some t'me, he having on thin pantaloons. The pain was 
especially severe, and was accompanied by considerable nausea 
and fever. There was also some tenderness and swelling of the 
ankle joints. The body of the testis was swollen and tender; the 
epididymis somewhat enlarged, with slight effusion into the tunica 
vaginalis. He was given a saline cathartic and put upon tr. pul- 
satilla? m. v. every lioin*. In twenty-four hours the pain, which had 
been so severe that I had thought seriously of subcutaneous incis- 
ion of the testis, had considerably abated, and on the third day had 
disappeared, leaving, however, some tenderness and no apprecia- 
ble change in the swelling. Hot fomentations and poultices were 
now ordered and continuously applied, until the induration had 
disappeared. 

Case IH. — Efididyntitis from passage of sounds for relief of 
stricture and g'feet^ oj long standing. — Patient, engineer; had had 
gleet for over a year, and had previously had a number of attacks 
of gonorrhoea. On the day following a somewhat prolonged in- 
strumentation of the urethra, pain and great tenderness of the left 
testicle developed. The same treatment was adopted as in the pre- 
ceding case, with, however, in addition, x minims of fl. ex. jabor- 
andi every hour, he having considerable fever and complaining 
greatly of thirst. On the third day pain had entirely ceased and 
poultices were ordered. 

Case IV. — Gonorrhceal epididymitis. — History of previous at- 
tack in same testicle, which laid the patient up for four weeks. 
The same line of treatment was adopted as in previous cases, and 
with marked success, the pain ceasnig in twenty-four hours, and 
the gentleman being at his work again on the eighth day, the tes- 
ticle, however, being strapped to produce resolution of the swel- 
ling and support the organ, thus preventing a relapse and enabling 
the patient to attend to his business, which compelled him to be 
ufK>n his feet a great deal of the time. 

Case V. — Somewhat similar to preceding case. Swelling anct 
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intense pain of neuralgic character in both the inflamed and sound 
organs, this pain having severe exacerbations shooting along sperm- 
iitic chord and down the inner aspect of thighs. There was also 
considerable pain in the back. F'ifteen minims of the tincture 
Pulsatillas were given every second hour, with the usual prelim- 
inary cathartic. In forty-eight hours the pain was markedly dimin- 
ished, there being, however, some increase of the swelling. The 
remedy was stopped on the third day and poultices applied. 
There was a slight recurrence of the pain on the fifth day, which 
was again readily controlled, in a few hours, by the pulsatilla. 

From observation of the action of pulsatilla upon the above 
cases and others, which, though caiefully noted as to the effects of 
the remedy, were not recorded, I have been led to the conclusion 
that it is of gfeat value. The drug has long borne the opprobrium 
of being a homeopathic preparation, and has been highly recom- 
mended by the small-pill fraternity; they, however, have admin- 
istered it only in infinitesimal doses, in which it is obviously im- 
possible to obtain its physiological effects, so that it would be prac- 
ticable to determine whether their so-called beneficial results were 
due to their small doses of the drug or were really the natural 
course of the- aftection, they never having applied rational meas- 
ures of treatment, and being consequently devoid of data for com- 
parison. They do not give any explanation of its action, but speak 
in a vague manner of its specific effect upon the mucous mem- 
branes, the female generative organs and the cerebro-spinal axis. 
It is probable that its effects are manifested principally through its 
influence upon the nervous system. It seems to have a specific 
action upon the testis itself, as evidenced by the speedy relief of 
pain and tenderness, although it has no effect upon the induration 
of the inflamed organ, and does not appreciably diminish tlie se- 
rous effusion attendant upon such cases. The beneficial effects of 
the drug in gonorrhoea! epididymitis may possibly be due in some 
measure to its action upon the inflamed urethral tract, which con- 
stitutes the source of most of the cases of that disease. 

I can not reconcile my obnervations to those of Dr. Piffard, who, 
in some of his earlier investigations of the subject, found that five 
minim doses of tr. pulsatillae aggravated epididymitis, while the 
same drug, in doses of one- tenth of a minim every three hours, 
rapidly cured the disease. The doctor evidently has great faith in 
infinitesimals. 

I am not aware to what extent regular practitioners have inves- 
tigated the action of pulsatilla, nor to what extent it has been writ- 
ten upon, but I trust that it may receive a fair trial, and if it be 
found to be as valuable as I have been led to believe it, that it may 
«nter more extensively into the pharmacopoeias of legitimate phy- 
sicians, thus rescuing a useful drug from the obscurity of homeo- 
pathic practice. — Chicago Afcd. Jour, and Exan^r, 



Cause and Effect. — A lady visiting a friend just confined re- 
marked to the grandmother: "But how small the child is!" The 
old lady replied,** Well, we had a* homoeopathic doctor.'' — Cincin- 
Jiati Enquirer. 
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ON THE TREATMENT OF CHRONIC DYSENTERY 
BY VOLUMINOUS ENEMATA OF NITRATE 

OF SILVER. 



By Stephex Mackenzie, M.D., F.R.C.P., Physician to, ani> 
Lecturer on Medicine at the London Hospital. 



In the treatment of ulceration of mucous membranes within 
reach of sight and touch, all practical physicians and surgeons are 
convinced of the great importance of local applications, whether 
the seat of the disease be the pharynx, the larynx, the eye, the cer- 
vix uteri, or elsewhere. In these situations, whether the ulcera- 
tion be of constitutional or local origin, we employ local treatment, 
with or without internal medication, and as the effects of treat- 
ment can be observed, no one doubts its efficacy. All practical 
surgeons are assured of the beneficial influence of applications of 
nitrate of silver, and other mineral astringents and mild escharot- 
ics in treating inflammations of mucous membranes. How diflfer- 
ent is the treatment of d3'sentery from that of inflammation of the 
upper part of the alimentary tract. It may, of course, be remarked 
that treatment which is obviously beneficial to such parts as our 
hands can reach, cannot, on account of physical difficulties, be ap- 
plied to the length of the colon. But this difficulty is not wholly 
real. With a view of rendering our practice in the treatment of 
dysentery more successful, and more in accordance with our pro- 
cedures elsewhere. Dr. Horatio Wood, of Philadelphia, has sug- 
gested the use of a large enemata of nitrate of silver, so as to bathe 
with a solution of this salt the whole mucous membrane of the 
colon. This treatment he has appropriately designated *'the rational 
treatment of dysentery." I am aware that enemata have long been 
employed in the treatment of dysentery, but the importance of 
large enemata has not been insisted on, and their use is not gen- 
eral. Ringer, Gairdner, Bristowe, Niemeyer and others recom- 
mend the employment of enemata, and, in some instances, of ni- 
trate of silver, but none enjoin the use of such large enemata of 
nitrate of silver as recommended by Dr. Horatio Wood. 

"The disuse of local applications in dysentery is largely, no 
doubt," Dr. Wooil observes, "the result of our former inability to 
make use of application^ to any other than the extreme lower por- 
tions of the colon. By the use of forced enemata, so-called, we 
are now, however, able to reach every part of the large intestine. 
In giving such injections, it should be first remembered that the 
name is a misnomer; that no force should ever be us«d. The pa- 
tient should be brought to the edge of a hard bed, placed in a po- 
sition somewhat resembling that for lithotomy, his buttocks resting 
upon a hard pillow in such a way as to elevate the pelvis, and 
cause the injected fluid naturally to flow downward and inward. 
A well-oiled, smooth, somewhat flexible, hard tube, with openings 
at the side (an cesophageal tube will answer well), and a closed 
end* must then gently and slowly be introduced from eight to 
twelve inches into the rectum. The tree outer end of this maybe 
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connected wilh a Davidson's svrinijc. and the tliiid thus be slowly 
pumped in. A better plan is to unite it with a flexible india-rub- 
ber tube, in the end of which a funnel is inserted. This being ele- 
vated five or six feet, the water is poured in, and by its own 
werght, with irresistible gentleness, forces its way into the gut. 
Instead of a funnel being used, the tube may be so arranged as to 
-empty a bucket or other reservoir of water, placed five or six feet 
above the patient. A direct connection may be made, or the prin- 
ciple of the syphon taken advantage of. Finally, the so-called 
fountain syringe may be substituted. In any case the liquid 
should be about the temperature of the body, so as not to provoke 
peristalsis by the stimulus of heat or cold." 

Dr. Wood writes that, whilst some considerations would lead 
us to expect variety in the character and strength of the applica- 
tions that would be likely to be serviceable, his experience of throat 
affections led him to select nitrate of silver in the first instance, and 
he has been so satisfied with its results that he has employed no 
other. Drachm doses have, in his hands, never occasioned consti- 
tutional symptoms, and less than forty -grain doses have not ac- 
complished much good. In one of my own cases, to be narrated, 
a single enema of thirty grains of nitrate of silver in three pints 
of wat»r caused the complete cessation of chronic dysentery that 
had lasted two years. This I regard as exceptional. I believe 
that, as a rule, at least a drachm of nitrate of silver to three pints 
of water should be used, and I have employed as much as a 
<lrachm and a half of nitrate of silver to this quantity oP water 
with good result and without danger. Dr. Wood properly dis- 
cusses the possible efiects of the application for a longer period 
than occurs elsewhere of so large a dose of nitrate of silver to an 
absorbent surface, but has never seen the least inconvenience aris- 
ing from it. My experience is in entire accord with it. He sug- 
gests that, in case of the enema being retained, and fear arising as 
to the toxic effects of a large dose, a solution of common salt 
should be at hand to inject, and neutralize the nitrate of silver. In 
two cases in my absence, my house-physician thought it desirable 
to do so. 

I, myself, have been led to try pcrchloride of iron instead of ni- 
trate of silver, as the former would be wholly destitute of the 
dangers entailed by the use of the latter, and any absorption which 
took place would be an advantage rather than the reverse. But 
my results have not been nearly so good with iron as with silver. 
I have not experienced any practical difficulty, inconvenience, or 
the least danger with these large and comparatively strong injec- 
tions of nitrate of silver, whilst the results have been so encour- 
aging that I am anxious the treatment should be tried on a larger 
scale, and by other observers. 

It will, of course, be understood that this plan of treatment is 
not suitable for diseases of the intestines above the ileo-cjtcal 
valve.— /.(7;/r^/, April H^ 1S82. p. 641. 
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AN INTERESTING OBSTETRICAL EXPERIENCE. 



Very early one March morning, two years ago, I was called 
twelve miles northwest of this city to attend Mrs. ^f., in labor. 
I had never seen Mrs. M. before, in fact had never lieard of such 
a person before, and consequently knew nothing of her previous 
history, or very likely I would have invented some excuse to have 
remained at home. Before that Sunday had wholly passed I had 
been tempted fully a dozen times to commit suicide in order to es 
<:ape the dreadful burden of my existence then and there. 

Mrs. M. was a small, emaciated, frail, exceedingly nervous wo- 
man, about thirty years of age, and this was her second confine- 
ment. The first, I learned by snatches during the day, was at- 
tended by a physician ni Illinois, from whence the family came, 
who devoted several days to its completion, and whose moral char- 
acter, in consequence, was forever wrecked thereb}-. 

Mrs. M. was in bed when I arrived, neatly encased in a highly 
'embroidered night-gown, frilled and tucked, and inserted with 
lace, quite up to her ears, and surrounded by the entirely matronly 
force of the neighborhood, her large, black, searching eyes blink- 
ing like live coals, and her tongue going at the rate of one hun- 
dred and twenty strokes to the minute. The manner in which she 
had all of those women employed in waiting upon her would have 
outwitted the ingenuity of mortal man. Her pains were not worth 
speaking of, but as they came straggling along at the rate of one 
•every half hour, she dextrously managed to overcome the whole 
loss of valuable time during such intrusions by drawing down the 
side of her lace furthest removed from her friends, and nodding 
and smiling and endeavoring to keep up an unflagging interest in 
the general conversation with the side nearest to them. When- 
ever I attempted to make an examination, in order to determine, 
from time to time, how we were progressing toward some ultimate 
hope, she flinched and screwed herselt in bed, and made things so 
decidedly uncomfortable for the entire household, that I had to de- 
sist and take mv observations mentallv. Moreover, such efforts al- 
ways " chased away the pains," as she expressed it, and she would 
He, in consequence, for hours, frequently, without even a twitch to 
disturb the muscles of her face. I passed the first few hours, un- 
til dawn, in fact, in desperate efforts to count the " ticks " of the 
clock. I was never so thankful for dawn in my life. 

If there had not been some material changes in her pains about 
this time I truly believe I would have gone insane; but, as it was, 
however, these became a little more severe and prolonged, and I 
was thereby saved from an untimely grave. Her tongue, how- 
ever, never ceased for a moment its usual rate o( speed, and her 
perception of touch was more keenly alive than ever. Vainly, 
time and again, did I endeavor to administer ergot. The mere 
smell of the drug brought her stomach in such close proximity to 
her mouth, and her tongue so nearly assuming an attack of St. Vi- 
tus' dance, that I feared danger and desisted, only to resume my 
mental observations. By the time the child was born, near nine 
.o'clock that night, my hands were a mass of raw flesh, from my 
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wrists to my elbows, from the prolonged pulling they had received 
from time to time at the hands of that woman; my coat was nearly 
off my back, in pieces: part of my suspenders gone; one whole 
sheet used up in the same pulling; the entire neighborhood com- 
pletely worn out and speechless, from sheer exhaustion, and the 
woman herself only the ghost of a possibility. Moreover, the 
child was ateleciacic; quite dead, I thought; placed in an old shawl 
for ten or fifteen minutes and laid by for dead, and only discov- 
ered to possess the faintest trace of life some time afterward, acci- 
dentally. By throwing cold water into his face frequently and re- 
peatedly, however; by prolonged expansion and compression of the 
chest; by breathing into his mouth at intervals, and by spanking 
him lively over various portions of his body, sufficient life was 
manifested during a half hour's earnest work to insure safety. The 
child is well and hearty to-day, and I vaccinated him this sum- 
mer. — C harlcs II. Miller^ AI.D., in Med, and Snrg. Rep, 



ON THE TREATMENT OF ECZEMA BY BANTINGISM. 



By Balmanno Sqjjire, M. B., Lond. 



It is familiar to every practitioner that eczema is specially com- 
mon amongst infants, and particularly amongst lymphatic infants; 
that is to say, fat and pasty-looking infants. I do not refer only 
to those instances in which the very fatness of the infant is the me- 
chanical cause of the complaint; that is to say, where a '*fold" of 
skin in the fat infant becomes raw and discharging (intertrigo); 
but I refer to the well known fact that infants of this constitution 
are more liable than others lo eczema (of the scalp and other parts), 
not coming under the head of " intertrigo," and that their eczema 
is more profuse in its discharge, whether that discharge be serous 
or purulent, than it is in other infants; it is also more obstinate 

I recently recorded in the Journal some experiments I had made 
with iodoform as an application in such cases, and which suc- 
ceeded very well as a means of reducing the eczema of such in- 
fants from the discharging to the dry condition pretty rapidly. As 
to that, I was supported by other writers. 

But from some observations I have recently made, I have reason 
lo think that Bantingism as applied to such infants is as rapid in 
its effects, and, if sustained, is of more permanent efficac}'. Some 
years ago the late Mr. Banting was under my care for eczema, and 
I had an opportunity of conversing with him pretty frequently on 
the system of which he was the apostle. It is through this acci- 
dent that the idea suggested itself to me. 

I have used the word infant for the sake of convenience, but I 
refer rather to very young children. To Bantingise a suckling in- 
fant is, of course, not very practicable, but a child of two or three 
years old can be dieted very readily. It does not appear neces- 
sary to the end in view that the diet should be restricted in quan- 
tity as well as in quality, which, of course, was essential under the 
regime laid down by Mr. Banting, or rather by the late Mr. Har- 
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vey (the aurist) for him. It is simply necessary to limit the fat- 
producing elements of food for the amelioration of eczema in lym- 
phatic young children. At least, so I have found. By this means 
their excessive obesity becomes diminished and their eczema very 
remarkably improved within ten da3's of commencing the regimen, 
and that without any injury whatever to their general health, so 
far as I can judge. 

In place of pure milk, they should take milk diluted with an 
equal or even a double quantity of water. In place of bread and 
butter they should take dry toast or dry biscuits; and with these 
particular articles of food they may be supplied indefinitely. All 
the fat is to be carefully cut awa}- from such meat as they may 
partake of, and they should not be allowed pork, veal or lamb. 
They may have poultry or game or fish, except the oily kind of 
fishes, such as herrings, salmon, eels, etc.; and the fish they par- 
take of should be broiled (not fried). They may eat boiled vege- 
table tops, but not vegetaUe roots, such as potato, parsnip, beet- 
root, turnip or carrot. Beef- tea (the melted fat being carefully 
skimmed off) is permissible in any quantity, and so also toast and 
water. Cooked fruit (not sweetened) may also be allowed. 

But the principles of the Banting treatment are universally 
known. It only remains for me to say that cod-liver oil (the fa- 
vorite remedy y par excellence, for the condition of which I am 
speaking) is quite incompatible with the treatment I am advocat- 
ing. Of course, the health of the child should be watched; and 
it should be weighed at the commencement of its dieting, and af- 
terward from week to week. — British Medical yournal, April 
8, 1882, p. 499. 

A LABORATORY STUDY OF LISTERINE. 



By Frank M. Deems, M. D., Ph. D., 

President Augusta (Ga.) Academy of Medicine: formerly Laboratory Infltructor in 
the Medical Department of tbe university of New York; Member of tlie New York 
Microscopical Society. 



Herewith I submit the report of the investigation I have made 
with the antiseptic combination known as Listerine. The prepara- 
tion itself is a clear liquid, of an acid reaction, a powerful, fra- 
grant, aromatic odor and pungent taste, both of which are rather 
pleasant and agreeable than otherwise. Its specific gravity is con- 
siderably lighter than that of water, with which, however, it is 
readily miscible in any proportion. 

Listerine is anti-zymotic in the strict sense of the word, as de* 
rived from the Greek anii, against, and zumosis, fermentation. 

Without entering here into a discussion of the question as to 
whether or not fermentation of every sort (be it alcoholic, acetic, 
lactic, mannitic, butyric, ammoniacal, or putrefactive) is due to the 
action, and lormed under the influence of, living organisms on the 
material undergoing change, '' it will be admitted on all sides, first, 
that these living entities are the invariable accompaniments, under 
ordinary circumstances, of fermentative processes; second, that 
substances which poison or kill these germs likewise avert these 
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processes."* Anti-zymotics, therefore, are substances used for 
the purpose of preventing decomposition, but their most import- 
ant use is to kill disease-germs — to destroy the activity of the living 
particles which constitute contagion. In this sense I believe Lis- 
terine is, from numerous, varied and repeated tests — the details of 
which I append to this report — a powerful and trustworthy anti- 
septic agent. It prevents the various fermentations. 

Meat keeps inc^efinitely in Listerine. It is a swift and sure de- 
stroyer of infusorial life. It destroys the activity, growth and mo- 
tion of low forms of vegetable life. Owing to this property, com- 
bined with its non-toxic effect on the human system in quantities 
medicinal and not excessive, it has the great advantage over car- 
bolic acid in that it may be administered internally ix% well as used 
with freedom either by injection, lotion, or spiay in the natural 
-cavities of the body, such as the ears, nose, mouth, throat, larynx, 
trachea, bronchial tubes, rectum, vagina, urethra and bladder. 
Even in full strength Listerine does not coagulate the albumen of 
the flesh. I believe that, owing to it* germ-destroying power and 
non-poisonous action, it is peculiarly adapted to the treatment of 
diseases affecting these parts, especially to those calling for an 
antiseptic remedy. Inasmuch as there is a great difference between 
the environment of germs in ordinary fermentations outside of the 
body (as in the experiments below recorded) and those in the or- 
ganism, it is evident that doses and dilutions of antiseptics gener- 
. ally, and of Listerine in particular, harmless to the former, may 
have very great effect against the latter, because in the artificially- 
prepared fluids of the laboratory the micro-organisms only find 
comparatively inert matter, whereas in the organism they have to 
contend against the vitality of the globules, "which are in them- 
selves a sort of living beings." 

I have endeavored, as far as possible, to indicate the dilutions 
required in practice, but this^ point can best be settled by experi- 
ence. Keeping the above statement in view, however, 1 believe 
the experiments warrant somewhat greater dilutions than those re- 
corded in the experiments and conclusions. Pending my investi- 
gations of its power over ferments, I have used it in my daily 
practice, and so far my clinical experience has confirmed my ex- 
pectations of its efficacy. It is an agreeable and perfect tooth 
and mouth wash. I have used it with success in purulent con- 
junctivitis (diluted one-third), and two cases of leucoiThea yielded 
promptly to its use. I shall look for excellent results from its ad- 
ministration during the summer in the various diarrheal diseases of 
that season, and especially in those aftecting children. 

CONXLUSIONS. f 

Listerine up to a dilution of ten per cent, prevents putrefaction 
and preserves animal tissues. This solution being "sterilized" is 
analogous to the conditions of a freshly-made wound, and indicates 

fWe have careftiUy examined Ihe tables reporting the conditions of Dr. Deems^ 
experlnientB, and they fully Justify these conclusions. We reoret we have not space 
for the tables, which are very complete and elaborate.— jGdf. LouisvUle Med, News, 

♦Prof. H. C. Wood. 
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the safety of Listerine when employed to prevent the introduction 
-and growth of germs. 

Animal tissues are preserved in it (full strength), and no putre- 
faction can occur in tissues immersed in it. 

A twenty-five- per- cent solution of it prevents the development 
of bacteria and fungi in urine, and a fi ve-per- cent, solution retards 
the usual change.^ which this excretion undergoes. This seems to 
recommend for cystitis and other vesical diseases a dilution of 
from one to four to one to ten parts as an injection into the bladder. 

Fresh milk mixed with it, in the proportion of one of the latter 
to ten of the former, will keep wholesome for a week during 
warm .veather. One to twenty will retard the changes sufficiently 
to make it a desirable article in the sick-room. This indicates an 
important use in typhoid fever and intestinal troubles generally. 

A thiriy-three-and-a-third-per-cent. solution of it prevents the 
<levelopment of bacteria, and consequently the decomposition of a 
vegetable infusion. 

A fifty- per-cent. solution of it arrests the development of bac- 
teria in a vegetable infusion. 



A New Method of Embalming Bodies and Preserving 
Tissues. — Dr. Virodtzefl^(Bal8amirovanie, pp. xi, 164, St. Peters- 
burg, 1881) recommends the following preparation as an efficient 
iigent in the embalming of bodies and the preserving of tissues: 

Thymol 5 parts. 

Alcohol 45 " 

Glycerine 2, 160 " 

Water 1,081 " 

It is cheap, innocuous, free from unpleasant odor, possesses the 
property of keeping the body soft, elastic, fresh and lifelike, and 
does not ruin instruments. Thymol is salected as being superior 
to other antiseptics, and glycerine is added, both on account of its 
own preservative qualities and to retard the evaporation of the 
fluid. For the preservation of tissues, the same solution is em- 
ployed. If the cadaver be quite lean, or the tissues very delicate, 
•equal parts of water and glycerine (1,620 of each) are combined 
with the above quantities of thymol and alcohol. To inject a body, 
half its weight of the fluid is necessary. A properly embalmed 
cadaver may be preserved indefinitely under ordinary circumstances, 
gradually shrinking and mummilying without putrefaction. Speci- 
mens arc either to be injected with, or macerated in this fluid. 
Maceration must not be too prolonged; the appearance of the 
specimen should act as a guide. The part, after having been thor- 
oughly cleansed with water, and prepared, may then be exposed 
for months to the air without losing its consistency, form and color. 
Permanent specimens may be enclosed in a hermetically sealed 
glass vessel containing a little of the same solution. Dr. reabody 
has used this preserving fluid, with excellent results, in the New 
York Hospital Museum. — Londoji Medical Record, April 15. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Mangifera Indica, or Mango. — The value of this as a thera- 
peutic agent has in my hands proved of so great efficiency that I 
look upon it as a duty to make known its usefulness to the medi- 
cal profession. So many new remedies have been introduced 
within a few years, and so many virtues ascribed to them, that it 
becomes a delicate subject for a physician to laud a new remedy,, 
for fear that he may be classed as an empiricist. This, however^ 
can not be attributed to me when I tell you that I have no interest 
in the sale of the article further than the good it will do to suffer- 
ing humanity, and the benefit the physician who prescribes it will 
derive. However, I take a certain amount of credit to myself for 
being the first to introduce it to the medical profession. An ex- 
cellent description of the article is given in the Supplement to the 
American Dispensatory. 

I have used this drug for upwards ot ten years, and can assure 
that it has never disappomted me in its action. I have experi- 
mented with it largely, and have found it an astringent of pecu- 
liar power. This bark contains tannin, but it differs from tannic 
acid in that it will not cause constipation of the bowels. It can be 
given during active inflammation without the slightest danger. It 
can be used with great advantage in cholera, typhoid fever, chol- 
. era infantum, diarrhoea, and all diseases with liquid discharges front 
the bowels. My first experiment with this bark was in uterine in- 
flammation and in ulceration of the cervix, by painting the ulcer- 
ated surface with the fluid extract (full strength}, and using a weak 
solution as an injection. I have been enabled to overcome the 
most obstinate diseases of this nature. In gynaecological thera- 
peutics the Mangifera'is a most valuable agent. It lessens cata- 
menial pain, cures leucorrhoeal discharge, diminishes profuse men- 
strua] evacuation, and corrects menstrual disorders in general. In 
nasal catarrh a weak solution used with the spray atomizer is, by 
far, the best agent I have ever used. As an internal remedy for 
hemorrhage of the uterus, bowels or lungs, and also in muco-pu- 
rulent discharges from either, I know of no agent equal to it. 

In diphtheria this remedy has, perhaps, its largest therapeutic 
value. I apply it in the form of the fluid extract (full strength) to 
the fauces with a camel's hair brush, and use a weak solution of it 
as a gargle. I can honestly assure the medical profession that it 
has never disappointed me. I do not wish it to be understood 
that this agent alone will cure all cases of diphtheria, but I do as- 
sert that I know of no remedial agent in the whole materia medi- 
ca that will meet the requirements as well as the Mangifera 
Indica. 

As an antiseptic agent, internally or externally employed, it will 
prove of great value, as it is decidedly opposed to decomposition. 
Prof. Howe says: "I have found the Mangifera of marked ser- 
vice in the treatment of profuse and exhausting menstrual fluxes. 
In uterine hemorrhage following miscarriage, the agent exerts a 
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powerfully restraining influence upon the hemorrhagic waste. In 
the sanguineous losses which often occur about the change of life, 
^nd when uterine tumors are developing, the Mangifera is the 
most potent and reliable medicine ever introduced to the notice of 
the medical profession. I prescribe the fluid extract in five-drop 
doses every three or foyr hours. In a short time the influence of 
the medicine is observed, and in a few days the desired effect is 
realized. No remedial agent of so great value for the purpose 
named has been introduced to the profession; it is as near a spe- 
•cific for profuse menstruation and uterine hemorrhage as may be 
•desired. I might report ten or twelve cases in which the medicine 
•exerted just such an action as was wished." 

Prof. Moss says of it: "I have tried the fluid extract of Mangi- 
fera Indicff, and find it to be an astringent of superior power. 
There is a property in it not found in ordinary astringents. I had 
a case of chronic diarrhoea of long standing, attended with indi- 
gestion, debility, and much pain in the umbilicus. I suspected 
ulceration, and gave the patient hydrastis and bismuth, but only 
with partial relief. About this time I secured the Mangifera In- 
•dica, put the patient upon it, and cured the diarrhoea. I have 
waited for several weeks, and find the eflfect so far permanent. I 
am much pleased with it, and predict that it will prove a valuable 
■acquisition to our list of astringents." 

It has the following advantages over other astringents: The dose 
is small, easily taken, has no disagreeable taste, does not derange 
the stomach; hence, it is well adapted to infants and persons with 
fastidious stomachs. It is rapid in its action, and more certain in 
its eflfects than most other remedies. 

For the benefit of humanity, I introduce this remedial agent to 
the medical profession, hoping that my brethren will try and prove 
its value from their own standpoint. — Eclectic Medical JournaL 

Surgery and the Doctrine of Evolution. — C. Pittfield Mitch- 
ell, M. R. C. S., of Orange, N. T., contributes to the " New York 
Medical Journal and Obstetrical Review " for September, 1882, an 
•essay, entitled, "An Evolution Aspect of the Healing of Wounds, 
with Deductions as to Treatment." As the author tells us in a 
prefatory statement, this is an application of the Spencerian doc- 
trine of evolution to some of the phenomena of reparative action. 
The essay sets out with a classification of methods of repair from 
the standpoint adopted. Next, the grounds for this classification 
are given, and incidentally we are introduced to an important con- 
ception — arguing that, since whatever is profitable to an organism, 
in the way of structural or functional variation, will be taken ad- 
vantage of by heredity and natural selection, the functional changes 
naturally involved in recovery from disease will come within the 
sphere of their operations. With the zymotic diseases, for in- 
stance, natural selection may segregate, and heredity may fix, both 
the physiological peculiarity which insures immunity, and the 
physiological activities which establish the status quo when the 
disease has been contracted. Entering upon the immediate topic 
-of the paper, the phenomena elicited by an incised wound, as the 
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occlusion of arteries, the organization of plastic lymph, the devel- 
opment of granulations, and the physiological adjustment of the- 
tissues to new external conditions, are • viewed as non-specific 
functions of the tissues injured superadded to their specific func- 
tions. Deducing the evolution of these phenomena from the known, 
action of physical forces, the shares taken by natural selection and. 
sexual selection as factors are then dwelt upon. Special attention. 
is directed to the protective value of the plastic lymph forming on 
the surfaces of wounds, and the evolutional steps are described by 
which this function is acquired. Passing from the structural, the- 
evolution of certain more strictly functional adaptations is next 
considered. Knowing, in general terms, the atmospheric^nd other 
forces to which wounded tissues in the past must have been ex- 
posed, the corresponding accommodations of function are inferred. 
Thus, the general conclusion is drawn that " the molecular consti- 
tution of wounded tissues should fit them, on the average, for con- 
tact with a mean atmosphere, and certain moderate deviations- 
from this mean." It is pointed out that, although traumatic inju- 
ries are not necessary accompaniments of life, they are of such 
frequency among the lower animals and man as to give validity to* 
this conclusion. An absence of organized adjustments of function. 
to the remaining forces commonly incident upon wounds is in- 
ferred from the inconstancy, diversity and nature of these forces. 
Such deductions are shown to harmonize with experience, and 
certain principles of treatment for healthy wounds are presented 
as corollaries. The gist of them is, that, so far as the exigencies of 
practice will permit, wounds should be shielded from the inci- 
dence of any force to which we may know a priori there cannot 
exist an organized adaptation. A normal atmosphere should be 
maintained, and cleanliness should be absolute at every step. Be- 
lieving that the plasma exuding from the severed.tissues is, by "its^ 
chemical and mechanical properties, and contact with environing 
forces during evolutionary time, specially fitted to protect the less, 
stable cells which lie underneath," much importance is attached to- 
the preservation of its integrity. *' Wounds should remain open 
until the surfaces have become glazed, and all interfering applica- 
tions should be scrupulously withheld." Finally, a verification of 
these inferences is found in the facts disclosed by Dr. McVail, in 
his paper in the "British Medical Journal," for July 23, 1882, on« 
the results of ''Ten Years' Surgery in Kilniarnock Infirmary." 
The method of dressing employed (dry-dressing) essentially ful- 
filled the above-mentioned theoretical requirements, and gave, on. 
comparative analysis, the "best general results covering a length- 
ened period of time that have ever been recorded in the history of 
British hospital surgery;" and the last group of cases reported — 
numbering 421, including 90 operations, 23 major amputations, 45. 
injuries, 52 abscesses and 7 compound fractures — showed not a 
single fatality from any cause. 

Colostrum in the Milk as a cause of Cholera Infantum.— 

Dr. Gilbert, in Louisville Medical News, says: "Another common 
cause of intestinal irritation in infants, which of course comes un* 
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der the general head of " bad food," is the presence of colostrum 
in the mother's milk. There are various conditions of the mother 
under which this substance — which is not only indigestible, but a 
decided irritant — may make its appearance in the milk, viz.: men- 
struation, pregnancy, mental anxiety, etc.; but a condition which^. 
under my observation, has caused the appearance of large quanti- 
ties ol colostrum in the milk is prolonged sexual excitement; and,, 
so far as I am aware, attention has not heretofore been called to • 
this fact. I will report a few cases from some notes in my mem- 
orandum-book. 

Two summers ago Mrs. B., of Nashville, visited this city, bring'- 
ing with her a healthy infant six months of age. After about 
three weeks time her husband visited her, and on the morning fol- 
lowing his arrival their child was attacked with a severe serous 
diarrhoea, complicated with convulsions, which terminated iii 
death in thirty-six hours. On inquiry the mother admitted that at 
three successive intervals during the night she and her husband 
had indulged in sexual intercourse, and that the child had been 
put to the breast immediately after each act. 

Another case was that of an infant wet-nursed by a mulatto wo- 
man for a delicate lady. The nurse had remained at the lady's 
house, day and night, caring for the infant exclusively for a period 
of five weeks, during which time the child remained in perfect 
health. The husband of the nurse having returned from a pro- 
tracted trip to New Orleans as porter on a steamboat, she was per- 
mitted to go home and spend the night with him, upon promise to 
return early next morning; which promise she kept, returning 
fagged and weary (as the lady described her), and immediately 
gave the breast to the infant. In an hour or two thereafter this in- 
fant was .seized with severe symptoms of cholera infantum. I was 
asked to see the child, and, after hearing the history of the case, at 
once suspected colostrum in the nurse's breast, consequent upon a 
night of vencry, which the nurse admitted on interrogation. The 
microscope showed an abundance of colostrum in a sample of her 
milk obtained as late as 9 o'clock upon this day. 

I will mention still another case occurring during the heated 
teim of last month (June, 1882.) The husband (a stout laboring 
man) of a healthy Irish woman with an infant ten months old, had 
been absent about twenty days, but returned early on one Sunday 
morning. During the day and evening he had sexual intercourse 
several times with his wife, and the infant was put to the breast 
and allowed to nurse freely during the intervals between the sexual 
acts. Two hours before daylight on the following Monday morn- 
ing I saw the child presenting a typical case of cholera infantum, 
which came very near terminating fatall}'. 

I could report a number of other cases similar to the above, but 
believe these sufficient to suggest, if they do not demonstrate, this 
theory of causation. 

In conclusion, I would suggest that while we are busy in cor- . 
recting the various conditions which have hitherto been admitted ' 
as causes of cholera infantum, it would be well to caution the . 
nursing mother against protracted sexual excitement, and especially^ 
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against putting her infant to the breast very soon after such indul- 
gence; possibly in three or four hours after sexual intercourse the 
milk may regain its normal condition. We should not lose sight 
of the fact that during dentition the physiological process known 
as development of the gastro-intestinal follicles is also taking 
place, which causes a gr««t determination of blood to the parts, 
thus rendering the intestinal mucous membrane hypersensitive and 
more easily deranged by any indigestible substance in the infant's 
food, no matter how produced." 

Pasteur's Investigations on Rabies. — The Paris correspond- 
ent of the British Medical writes of M. Pasteur: 

This eminent biologist has made some most important contribu- 
tions to science, and his/iame will ever be connected with his in- 
genious researches on fermentation, and other important discov- 
eries; but he has drifted into a more speculative kind of scientific 
experiments. As an example of this may be mentioned his recent 
experiments with the saliva from the mouth of a child with rabies, 
with which he innoculated rabbits and guinea-pigs. Ail the ani- 
mals died, and their blood was found to contain myriads of micro- 
organisms, which he concluded to be the specific germs that pro- 
duce hydrophobia. He then performed a second series of experi^ 
ments, by innoculating other rabbits with the blood of those that 
had succumbed from the first innoculation. These also died, and 
their blood was found to contain the same micro-organisms. He, 
however, soon discovered by further experiments, out this time 
with the saliva of children who had died from other diseases, that 
the results were precisely similar to those observed with the saliva 
of the child. In pushing his experiments still further, but with 
the saliva of a healthy adult, he met with the same results and the 
same germs as in the preceding cases. This rather puzzled the 
persevering experimenter, but he is not so easily beaten; and if he 
has not yet discovered the real nature of the virus of rabies, he 
fancies he has laid his hand on the organ that secretes it. Accord- 
ing to him, the virus of the rabies is not secreted by the salivary 
glands, but by the brain^-or rather, the latter is the seat of the 
malady; and, in support of his thesis, he innoculated a small por- 
tion of the bulbous extremity of the medulla oblongata of a rabid 
animal under the cerebral covering of a healthy animal. The lat- 
ter became rabid. These results were recently communicated to 
the Academy of Medicine, in a paper read by the general secre- 
tary for the learned experimenter, which called forth some trench- 
ant remarks from M. Bechamp, who positively refused to accept 
the principle on which M. Pasteur has hitherto founded most of 
his theories, and added that it is not outside the body that one 
must look for the germs or elements of destruction; but they are 
to be found in our body, in the form of microzymes, which are the 
only cause of all fermentation, and the lowest element to which 
our organism can be reduced. Nothing daunted, how,ever, M. 
Pasteur continues his parasitic warfare with unbroken zeal; and, 
by further experiments with human saliva, he has made the start- 
ling discovery that the saliva of a person fasting is venomous, as it 
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contains the same parasites as those found in the saliva of children 
above described; but that, on the person breaking his fast, his sa- 
liva is deprived of the venomous quality, as the parasites are taken 
into the stomach with the food. All this is terrible to contemplate; 
and even M. Pasteur was confounded, as the result of his experi- 
ment was as awful as it was unexpected. The learned biologist 
made no attempt to offer any explanation, but said that he would 
for the present only point to the fact, which, he added, was in it- 
self very suggestive. — Med. ard Surg. Rep. 

Treatment of Snake-bite. — Dr. Vincent Richards. (Indian 
Medical Gazette, January) offers the following suggestions as to 
the treatment of snake-bite: i. In the case of the bite being on a 
limb, a ligature should be at once applied above the bitten part, 
care being taken that it is sufficiently tight to prevent any blood 
being taken up into the general circulation from the distal end; 
give a full dose of opium (forty minims of the tincture, or half a 
grain of morphia) hypodermically. 2. Inject hypodermically, into 
the bitten part, a solution of the permanganate of potash (one grain 
to a drachm ),and well press the part with the fingers. 3. Open a vein 
below the bitten part, and wind roimd the limb an elastic bandage, 
so as to exsanguinate the limb below the bitten part. 4. Cut 
through the bitten part, and, when dry, apply pulverized perman- 
ganate, and then loosen the ligature. In the case of a person bitten 
on the trunk, any treatment, however prompt, may be useless; but 
it would be well to inject the part with permanganate, and give a 
full dose of opium. " It may not be generally known to the mem- 
bers of the profession that a poisonous bite may be easily ascer- 
tained by cutting through the punctures into the areolar tissue be- 
neath, when, if a red-currant-jelly-like appearance be observable, 
the bite is poisonous. The merit of pointing out the diagnostic 
value of this local appearance is due to Dr. Wall." — Med. and 
Surg. Rep. 

A Dose of Quicksilver. — One night at about one o'clock, the 
writer was summoned to visit a •patient, who, the messenger re- 
ported, had been sick ten or twelve days, and, as he seemed to be 
quite dangerously ill, requested immediate attendance. He had 
been attemled by two physicians of considerable note, who diag- 
nosticated the case as one of intussusception, and, after exhausting 
all other means within their knowledge, resorted to the final one 
of administering about two tablespoonsful of quicksilver. After 
watching the opposite orifice for the appearance of the lively ff uid 
about three hours, without realizing their hopes and expectations, 
they gave it up as a bad job, and pronounced sentence of death on 
the poor victim; for, they informed the friends, if he did not die 
from the effects of the disease, he certainly would from the medi- 
cine, and they left instructions to make him as comfortable as pos- 
sible as long as he lived, for they could do no more. We found 
the patient a man of about 65 years of age, tall and spare, sufl^er- 
ing great pain all over the abdomen, which was very tender to the 
slightest touch and considerably distended; the knees were drawn 
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up; there \v«as an anxious expression of countenance, a slow, fee- 
ble pulse, cold perspiration and a coated tongue. The case hacT 
the general appearance of one suffering from peritonitis and we 
Ko treated it. Instead of using cathartics to force the contents 
through the paralyzed intestines, the bowels were kept perfectly 
quiet by the free use of opium for about seven days; arsenic, bry- 
onia and aconite were used internally with hot fomentations of 
hops applied externally. At the end of a week nearly all traces of 
the inflammation had disappeared, when a decoction of senna and 
aloes was used with directions to retain it as long as possible; after 
a few hours the bowels began to move freely, and the two first 
evacuations contained about a tablespoonful of pure quicksilver 
and about three times that amount of what appeared to be n black 
oxide of mercury. 

After this the patient went on to a rapid recovery without the- 
slightest indications of ptyalism or any other symptoms of mercu- 
rial poisoning. It has generally been supposed that if quicksilver 
does not produce the desired cathartic enect in a short time, it will 
cause death; but this case seems to refute the popular idea. If 
gangrene has commenced in an intestine in a case of intussuscep* 
tion before or soon after the administration of the quicksilver, the 
latter, no doubt, would hasten the fatal moment by rupturing the 
intestine; but, as the above case shows, no immediately fatal re- 
sults follow when the intestines are strong enough to hold it. We 
believe that it should never be given under any circumstances, for 
it never did good. — Investigator, 

Salicylate of Potassa in Acute Rheumatism and Dyspep- 
sia. — Dr. M. Donnelly, of New York City, in Virginia Medical 
Monthly, 'said of the above remedy at the American Medical As- 
sociation: ^'I was convinced that there was merit in salicylic acid,, 
provided it could be employed with safety, and I made some ex- 
periments, hoping to find some alkali in greater proportion than 
soda, so as to produce a thoroughly alkaline salicylate, which I 
finally found in the bicarbonate of potash. 

Two parts of bicarbonate of potash and one part of salicylic 
acid dissolved in a little water, formed a neutral solution. The 
potash was then increased in quantity until one part of the acid 
united with two parts of potash — ^say ten grains of acid to twenty 
grains of alkali in a drachm of water — formed a clear alkaline so- 
lution. This solution evaporated to dryness, left a strong alkaline 
salt of grayish color, sweetish taste, soluble in double its weight of 
water, which I called salicylate of potassa. The action of this 
remedy is very rapid. It becomes absorbed rapidly, and its influ- 
ence is felt in a few hours in mitigation of pain. In mild cases the 
urine and perspiration become alkaline in character in a few hours,. 
but in severe cases several days are required to effect these secre- 
tions. This point once reached, improvement is progressive. The 
sediment in the urine disappears, the metastatic character of rheu- 
matism goes with it, and tne case goes on to recovery. The rem- 
edy is used until all pain and swelling are relieved, and it is then 
necessary to guard against relapses, which appear at this stage^ 
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owing to the lessened powers of resistance to cold of the. patient, 
caused by thinness of the blood. To establish the rich, warm, 
normal condition of the blood is most readily accomplished by the 
use of an alkaline form of iron, and the best of all is tartrate of 
iron and potassa. As to the causes of rheumatism, most all phy 
sicians agree that abnormal digestive secretions take a prominent 
part in forming the lactic acid in the blood. 

This remedy is too valuable in the treatment of flatulence, pyro- 
sis, heartburn and loss of appetite — in fact, all symptoms of dys- 
pepsia of the acid form — to be passed without mention. Its power 
in controlling fermentation first led me to prescribe it in flatulence,, 
given in powder after meals. It not only relieved this symptom,, 
but digestion improved under its use. With an experience of over 
two hundred cases of dyspepsia cured by salicylate of potassa, I 
can unhesitatingly recommend it for any of the bitter tonics. It 
will be found successful in nine cases out of ten, the tenlh one re- 
quiring mineral acids, owing to the bilious condition of the pa- 
tient. 

The Secrets of our Patients. — British Medical Journal,. 
March 18, 1882: The Journal de Medicine de Paris contains a let- 
ter from a correspondent detailing a hypothetical case, in which 
the medical attendant delivers a woman of a syphilitic child,, 
when, to his knowledge, the father is exempt from the disease, and 
desires to know whether it is the duty of the medical attendant to 
inform the father of the nature of the disease from which the child 
is suflering. M. Diday replies to the latter, and maintains that 
such a case oflers no exception to the general rule, that the secrets 
of our patients are inviolable. He points out that when the child 
is born dead, as a rule, no questions would be asked, and if they 
were it would be sufficient to say that there was commencing pu- 
trefaction; but when syphilitic symptoms are manifested by the 
child after birth, he thinks the medical man can easily discover the 
real state of things; and he believes that it is only necessary for 
him to insist on the mother nursing the child herself, so as to 
avoid infecting anyone else; and should she herself show any 
symptoms of the disease, to submit herself at once to treatment, 
and to persevere in it actively and to the end. We may add that 
we quite agree with M. Diday; any other view is obviously founded 
on a principle which would make one law for the husband and 
another for the wife; for who ever heard of a medical man feeling 
himself bound to tell a wife that her husband had acquired syph- 
ilis? — Mich, Med. News. 

Does Quinia Increase or Lessen Intracranial Blood Sup- 
ply ? — Those who have given it in small doses, say 2 to 5 grains 
every four hoifFs, have seen the pulse increase in force and fre- 
quenc}', the conjunctivae injected and retinal vessels full and the 
activity of the functions generally raised above the usual leveL. 
They hold, therefore, that quinia increases the intracranial circula- 
tion. Experimental evidence has also been adduced. The menin- 
ges of animals exposed, the membranes are seen under the action. 
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of quinia to become more vascular and the cephale-haemadynome- 
ter registers higher intra-cranial blood -pressure. The very oppo- 
site conditions are observed when large doses are administered, 
say 3i or more. Then the pulse is slowed; the face grows pale, 
the retinal vessels become small and there is much of that tinnitus 
and vertieo significant of cerebral ansemia. Experimental re- 
searches show that the cerebral meninges are pale, exsanguine, and 
blood -pressure low. Still more conclusive is that accidental exper- 
iment made on man — the quinia amaurosis — in which there is an 
extreme pallor of the optic discs, the vessels of the largest size ap« 
pearing as minute threads, and large numbers of vessels usually 
in view have disappeared. Several examples of this kind have 
been observed by Knapp and other ophthalmologists after the ex 
hibition of large doses of quinia. — Bartholow^ Med. News ^ Aug, 26, 

The Anti-Fat Dietary. — Our corpulent friends may be inter- 
ested in the report of Mr. Joseph Harrass's attempts to get rid of 
his superfluous burden of flesh, especially as the dietary followed 
does not seem, on the face of it, to be an objectionable one, and 
has not proved injurious to health in his case. The facts are stated 
in the Herald of Health as follows: 

He was corpulent, had irregular and feeble action of the heart, 
tendency to fainting, difficulty of breathing, and many disagreea- 
ble sensations in the head indicative of nervous exhaustion. 
Height, five feet six inches; normal weight, one hundred and fifty 
pounds; age, fifty-nine; weight at beginning of treatment, two 
hundred pounds. Began treatment October 8th. Treatment as 
follows: Breakfast — Vegetables, brown bread (toasted), water; 
with lemon juice, and occasionally oatmeal. Dinner — Vegetables, 
brown bread, water and plain pudding. Supper — Brown bread 
(toasted), stewed fruit and water. No tea, conee, cocoa or milk, 
except SKimmed, and only a trifle of butter. Result: 

End of October weighed 187 lbs. 

" November " 182 " 

" December " 177 " 

'* January " 174 " 

" February " 173 '* 

March " 170 " 

" April " 168 " 

" May " 166 " 

** June " 186 " 

Present weight 150 " 

All the distressing symptoms have been relieved, and the pa- 
tient is so well he can again carry on his business. His physical 
and mental strength have been greatly increased. 

Mr. Harrass says he has suffered no serious discomfort from his 
-diet, except when away from home, and he feels as if he had 
learned an important lesson as to how to reduce his corpulence — 
which has been such a source of discomfort — and once more en- 
joy life. — Bos/on your, of Chem. 
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Intermittent Fever ani Quinine Hypodermically. — In the 
Lancet Dr. P. A. Smith contributes the following case: A sailor, 
aged 32, had been sick for three months, with continuous quotidian 
fever and scurvy. On the day after his admission into the hospi- 
tal it was deemed advisable to test the statements he had made as 
to his febrile condition, by allowing him to remain in bed and giv- 
ing no medicine. At 8:45 a. m. he felt cold, and at 9 a. m. his tem- 
perature in the axilla was 102° F., and at 11 a. m. 104®; after 
which there was a gradual decrease every half hour until i a. m. 
when it was 100.4 ^- ^^ '^^^ ordered a hypodermic injection of 
six grains of quinine at 8 p. m., to be repeated at 8 the following 
morning. It was reported the next day that he passed freely and 
without fever through the usual times of having the paroxysms. 
There was no increase of temperature and no uneasiness, and he 
says this is the first time he has been free from fever for the past 
three months. He had two injections at the same hours on the 
two follov/ing days, when it was noticed that the arm where the 
injection was given was somewhat tender, and the quinine was 
given by the mouth, dissolved in tartaric acid, which mixture was 
continued in diminishing doses for the next fourteen days. He 
daily gained in strength, and left, three weeks after admission, in 
excellent spirits. No slough or abscess marked the site of the in- 
jections, and the pain experienced at the time of injection was 
slight and soon passed away. — A/ed. and Surg. Rep. 

Immunity of the Chinese from Disease. — The medical offi- 
cer of the State Board of Health of San Francisco has given his 
testimony as to the effects of residence among the Chinese, which 
has been laid before the Congress. He states that he never knew 
any disease or pestilence originating or spreading in the Chinese 
quarter. He admits that the Chinese live quite close, and attrib- 
utes their healthy condition and immunity from disease to their 
frugal life. "They eat," he says, "only what is necessary to live 
vpon. They eat to live, and do not live to eat. They are clean in 
their habits, and they drink no whisky. I have never seen a 
drunken Chinaman in my life. They consequently obtain a better 
resisting power to the attack of disease. They constantly wash 
themselves, and keep themselves and their clothes clean. The 
death-rate is greater among the whites than among the Chinese — 
greater with adult white people than with adult Chinamen. There 
have been no epidemics among them, and there has been less 
small-pox among them than among the whites, the ratio of popu- 
lation being allowed." — Boston your, of Chem. 

Carbolized Nerves as Ligatures.— -Dr. Jno. A. Wyeth, of 
New York city, publishes in the Archives of Medicine for June 
an account of certain experiments which he has made with car- 
bolized nerves as ligatures. The advantages presented by nerve- 
tissue for this purpose are, that it is easily obtained in a perfectly 
fresh state from the butcher, is strong by virtue of its neurilemma, 
and soft, because each nerve-fiber is surrounded by the cushion- 
like white substance of Schwann. He tied the carotid in a horse 
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4ind also in a greyhound with the carbolized nerves, and found on 
subsequent dissection (in the fifth week after the operations) that, 
while the artery was completely occluded, its continuity was un- 
broken, there being only a depressed ring, scarcely perceptible, 
at the point where the ligatuie constricted it. The ligature, more- 
over, had undergone complete absorption. The superior strength 
and smoothness of nerve- tissue seem to bespeak for it great ad- 
vantages over the animal ligatures now in use. — Aouisville Med. 
News. 

Castor Oil as a Lactigogue. — In the Transactions of the Lan- 
caster County (Pa.) Medical Society, Dr. P. J. Roebuck reports 
the following: Mrs. O., aged 42 years, has given birth to nine chil- 
dren. The first seven were raised by artificial food. I attended 
the woTnan in her eighth confinement, August 8th, 1S78, and de- 
termined on an effort to establish the lacteal secretion. The treat- 
ment consisted in a liberal diet from the outset, such as eggs, oys- 
ters, beef, milk, cream, etc., with a thorough and continued appli- 
cation of castor oil to the mammary gland. With this treatment I 
succeeded fully, and enabled the mother to nurse her child for the 
first time in eight confinements, for a period of eighteen monthji. 
Jan. i6th of the present year the woman gave birth to her ninth 
child, and is now, under the same treatment, supplying all the milk 
necessary to the comfort and growth of her child. — Med. Sum- 
mary. 

The Value of Viscum Album or Mistletoe in Affections of 
the Heart. — In a communication to the Practitioner for Novem- 
ber, 1 881, Dr. R. Park, of Glasgow, states that among a clientele 
consisting mostlv of miners, he found an unusually large propor- 
tion of cases of heart disease. Some were displacements, some 
valvular disease, some hypertrophy, some asthenia and palpitation 
simply. Rheumatism and the cramped position in which the men 
worked were variouslv blamed for the morbid conditions. What- 
ever the exact pathological condition might be, incompetency and 
tumultuous distressing" cardiac action were the immediate symp- 
toms calling for treatment in those that presented themselves. I^r 
these he prescribed 3 ss doses of tincture of mistletoe every four 
hours, with the very best results; all the patients returning with 
the above symptoms ameliorated. The Doctor regards the mistle- 
f toe as a valuable substitute for digitalis. — Afed. and Surg. Rep. 

Large Dose of Chloral. — The Chicago Medical Review re- 
ports a case where a patient with epileptic mania took one ounce 
of chloral hydrate. After some time the stomach-pump was re- 
sorted to, and hypodermic injections of whisky and strychnia were 
administered. The patient sank in a few minutes into a deep 
slumber which lasted forty-eight hours. On the third day a vivid 
scarlatiniform eruption appeared over the whole body, which fully 
desquamated within two days. Otherwise no unpleasant results 
followed except marked tenderness, for a long time, of the buccal 
mucous membrane. The fits were less frequent after the acci- 
dent. — Maryland Med. your. 
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Canals on the Planet Mars.— The Rev. T. W. Webb, author 
"of '^Celestial Objects for Common Telescopes,'' writes thus to the 
London Times respecting Schiaparelli's discovery of "canals"' on 
the .planet Mars: " It has long been known that the planet Mars 
is so mapped out into brighter and darker portions as to suggest 
the idea of continents and oceans, and the analogy thus implied 
with the arrangements of our own globe is strengthened by the 
existence of brilliant white patches, as of snow or ice, situated at 
or near the planet's poles of rotation, and varying in extent with 
its changing seasons, as well as by occasional differences in out- 
line or coloring, which may well be explained by the supposition 
of a vaporous atmosphere. 

" In the autumn of 1877 and spring of 1878, a number of minute, 
straight black or dusky bands were detected by Schiaparelli, tra- 
versing and subdividing the supposed continents in various direc- 
tions. These have been called, from their aspects, "canals," 
though, of course, their scale entitles th^m rather to the appella- 
tion of straits, or very long, narrow arms of the sea. A view of 
these had previously been seen by various observers, but to the 
Italian astronomer belonged the credit of developing and delineat- 
ing them as a system. At the ensuing return of the planet in 
• 1879-80, they were again detected and drawn by him with very 
little difference. But dining the course of last January and Feb- 
ruary he has been so fortunate as to perceive the duplication of 
these dark streaks by the addition of parallel lines of similar char- 
acter and length in no fewer than twenty instances, covering the 
equatorial region with a strange and mysterious network, to which 
there is nothing even remotely analogous on the earth, and which 
leads us at once to see how premature have been our conclusions 
in this respect, and how far we still are from any adequate con- 
ception of the real constitution even of our nearest neighbor but 
one in the solar system." 

The results of the tenth census are given to the public in install- 
ments, the last of which, it is hoped, may be reached before the 
eleventh census is begun. Among other facts which have thus 
far been divulged arc the following: The number of families in 
-the United States is 9,945,916; average number of persons to the 
family, 5.04; number of dwellings, 8,955,812; average number of 
persons to a dwelling; 5.60. The average number of persons to 
.the square mile is 13.92, but the distribution is highly unequal, the 
District of Columbia having 2,537, and Rhode Island 221 persons 
to the square mile, while in Wyoming Territory one person is dis- 
tributed over five square miles. If the whole area of the country 
were divided pro rata among the inhabitants, each individual .would 
possess 45.9S acres, or each family 231.74 acres: a clear indication 
ihat the period of overcrowding on the American continent is 
5till verv comfortablv remote. — MechH News, 
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The ** Smartness*' of "Worms. — "I have made some of my 
most interesting studies of nature in the morning," said Seth. 
Green. "That is the time to see the insects at their best — to see 
the mud wasps stinging the spiders without killing them, and 
packing them away where they are kept alive for weeks to be 
used when needed. I have seen a small green worm hanging 
down on a web. An ant, stationed on the limb above, puHs up 
the web, and, just as the worm comes within reach of his tiny 
claws, down drops Mr. Worm. The ant pulls up again and again 
and the worm lets out another reef and goes down. This sort of 
thing continues until finally the ant grapples the worm and both 
go down together in a grand scramble, in which the worm man- 
ages to shake off the ant. This leaves the worm on the eround. 
His web is so strong that the other end is still fastened to the limb 
above. What does Mr. Ant do ? Give it up ? No, sir. I have 
seen him go up the trunk of that tree, crawl out onto the same 
limb and go to work again pulling up the same web. Then, after 
another battle, I have known the ant to get the better of the fight 
and lug the worm off to his hole, three rods away. — JSx. 

In round numbers, there are now 100,000 miles of railroad in 
the United States. The length of lines of which the track has 
been laid exceeds this figure somewhat; the number of miles in 
operation may fall a trifle below it. But the close of the year 1882 
will see more than 100,000 miles of railway in running condition, 
as the lines are stretching out at the rate of 200 miles per week.. 
The cost of this 100,000 miles of road, first and last, has been 
about $6,000,000,000; and Henry V. Poor, the special historian of rail- 
way progress in America, believes" that ten years hence a total of 
200,000 miles will have been reached, representing an investment 
$10,000,000,000. 

Greatness. — Nothing seems to me clearer than that greatness, 
whether mental or moral, depends mainly on innate powers and 
impulses which are in part inherited, but by no means wholly so. 
There is only this difference,that the highest goodness may ultimately 
be reached by whoever will seek it steadily and passionately; but no 
strength or persistency of desire for intellectual distinction can pos- 
sibly achieve it, unless the brain is favorably formed. It depends 
mainly on natural disposition whether we choose to be saintly; but, if 
we do choose, then saints we shall become. We must be born 
kings of thought, or we shall never wear that crown. — £x. 

Cleans Pens. — A writer in a German paper states that it is a. 
custom in offices in that country to have a sliced potato on the 
desk in commercial houses. He does not state whether the escu- 
lent should be raw or not, but as it is not for'the purpose of mak- 
ing kartoflfel-salat, it is probably raw. It is used to clean steel pens, 
and generally act as a pen- wiper. It removes all ink-crust, and gives 
a peculiarly smooth flow to the ink. He also states that the Ham- 
burg clerks pass new pens two or three times through a gas flame, 
and then the ink will flow freely. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULA:. 

Excoriated Papular Eczema. — It is a case where strong; 
remedies are needed. There are two or three lotions that may be 
used. Carbolic acid and thymol both act happily in such cases. 
The alkaline tar lotion also might be used, according to the follow - 
ins: formula — 



& 



R Picis liquida} 3 ij, 

Potassae 3 j, 

Aquie f. 5 V. 

M. Sig. Dilute a tcaspoonful into two or four ounces of water, 
and use freely ^s a lotion. 

In • this case, however, we will first employ the carbolic acid, 
prepared as follows — ' 

R Acidi carbolici f- 5 ij, 

Glycei inaj f. 5 ss, 

Alcoholis ^- 5 U» 

Aquic ad O j. 

M. This will be applied freely, three times a day, for ten min- 
utes at a time. The application may cause smarting, but its u§e 
should be persisted in for three or four days. At the end of this 
time the more acute symptoms will have subsided, and we 
will substitute the lotion by an ointment of white precipitate or 
calomel, thirty grains to the ounce of cosmoline and oxide of zinc 
ointment. The use of the lotion may, perhaps, be repeated from 
time to time. It will, probably, require several months to effect a 
complete cure. — Med. and Surg, Rep. 

Camphorated Chloro-Tannate of Iodine. — The above 
nnmed preparation to be used as a topical application to bleeding 
ulcers and cancers of the cervix uteri, is made as follows — 

R Chloral hydrate 5 i, 

Iodine 3 ss. 

Oil of camphor 3 vi. 

M. S. ft. sol., et. adde. 

Tannic acid q. s. to bring the mixture to the consistence of thick 
syrup. 

For hemorrhagic ulcers and cancers of the cervix uteri, we have 
found- the above preparation an excellent application, both as a 
hemostatic, deodorizer and alterative. For bleeding cancers, we 
use the medicine pure, by charging a pledget of candlewick with 
the mixture, and placing it against the aflected part, filling in the 
vagina belovf with dry clean wicking. The application should be 
renewed every day, as long as hemorrhage threatens or bad odor 
persists ; and before each clressing, the parts should receive a pro- 

3 
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longed hot syringe- bath, with a dilute solution of chloride of zinc. 

Then more emollient applications — as the com p. iodoform oint- 
ment — will be in order. 

A good formula for 

COM I'. IODOFORM OINTMENT. 

R Iodoform, 

Pine tar • f^"* -^ '' 

Balsam, • • ' J 

Vaseline 5 i. 

M. S., ft. ung. 

In the treatment of ulcers, the first named preparation may be 
mitigated with vaseline to suit the case. Of course, each case 
should receive appropriate constitutional treatment, both medical 
and hvgienic. — Dr. Q. C. Smith in Sonthcrn Practitioner, 

Cracked Nipples. — Le Paris ^ledical publishes a number of 
formulic, which are recommended in this complaint — 

No. I. R Cosmoline 3 xiiss, 

Liquid balshm Peru 3 'i- ^^• 

Xo. 2. R Oxide of zinc 3 i-^, 

Cold cream of cosmoline 3 x. M. 

Xo. 3. R Glycerole of starch 3 viiss, 

Oil of cade /// xl v. M. 

No. 4. R Cacoa butter 3 iiss, 

Oil sweet almonds 3 ss, 

Extract of rhatanv vi xv. M. 

No. 5. R Gutta percha 3 j. 

Pure chloroform (i. s. to dissolve. 

By anointing the excoriations with this a slight fihii is formed, 
which will not become detached, even after sucking. — Med. and 
Surg. Rcf. 

Diphtheria. — 

R Tinct. ferri chlor 3 »v, 

Qiiinia sulph grs. xxxii, 

Elix. simp 3 •» 

Aqua? add § viii. 

Sig. Tablespoonful every four hours in water. 

R Tinct. ferri chlor %\. 

Chlor. potassa 3 J-ss, 

Acidi carbol gtt. xl. 

Glycerine Si, 

Aqua? add 5 viii. 

Sig. Swab the throat every hour; use a probang. — D. W. Ham, 
M. D., in ^fedical Brief. 
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* * 

Constipation. 

R Leptancjrin grs. xx, 

Ext. colcoynth comp grs. xx, 

Powd. podophyllin grs. x, 

Syr. rhei aromat 5 iv. 

Sig. Teaspoonful three times a day. — Ex. 

Fuming Inhalations in Asthma. — 

B Potas. iiitras 3 ss, 

Pulv. anisi fruct 5 ss, 

Pul V. stramonii fol 51. 

M. A thimbleful placed on a plate is pinched into a conical 
shape and lighted at the top — burns like a pastile and held near 
the patient who inhales the fumes. — Phila. Sled, Times. 

Blackberry Extract in Diarrhoea. — Dr. B. F. Humphreys, 
(in Medical Brief) recommends the following in diarrhoea and dys- 
entery: 

R Ext. rubi fluid 5 iiij. 

Syrup, rhei aromat 5 j» 

Ext. hamamelis fluid 3 iij, 

Tinct. opii 3 ij. 

M. A teaspoonful every two, three or four hours. A child 
should be given ^\e drops for every year of its age. Blackberry 
is an old and popular remedy in intestinal disorders. The above 
is an agreeable method of administering it. — Ex. 

A New Remedy — Jamaica Dogwood. — Mrs. II., let. 60, had 
suffered with asthma for forty years, almost daily, a chronic case 
aggravated by a change of temperature. I saw her November 10, 
1800; countenance pallid, respiration labored, and was propped up 
in bed by pillows and chairs. She said, "Doctor, can you help 
me?" I answered, "I will try." "You think differently. Doctor, 
from Dr. R.." she said, "for he says I can't live long." I pre- 
scribed — 

R Ja.iiaica dogwood, fl. ext 3 ij, 

Syr. Ipecac 3 j, 

Syr. aurant. cor 3 ss. 

M. Sig. Teaspoonful every hour until the paroxysm shall cease; 
afterwards, once in four hours until morning. 

The medicine gave almost instant relief. Next morning I con- 
finued the same prescription, alternating with a teaspoonful of the 
tincture of cinchona every six hours. I visited the patient twice 
subsequently and discharged the case. The lady has removed to 
a distant State, but she always keeps the medicine on hand, and 
she informs me in a recent letter that it always cuts the paroxysm 
short. — Brief- — Therapeutic Gaz, 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



Omission. — We regret the accidental omission, by our printers, 
of a part of the interesting paper in our last issue entitled " Ciini- 
cal Report of a Case of Compound Comminuted Fracture^'' etc. ^ 
by Drs. Hays Bros., of Marianna, Ark. 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE^ ATLAJSTA. 

This Institution opens the present year on the 5th of October, 
giving greater length of session than heretofore. The school is 
now fully equipped with both Hospital and Clinical advantages. 
The curriculum of study embraces all departments, and the Faculty 
composed of active and zealous men in the profession, experienced 
as teachers, and well up with all the modern advances in medical 
science. 



The Eighth Annual meeting of the Tri- State Medical Society 
will be held at Terre Haute, Indiana, September 26th, 27th and 
28th, 1882, with the following officers: 

President — J. M. Holloway, Louisville, Ky. 

Secretary — G. W. Burton, Mitchell, Indiana. 

Treasurer — F. W. Beard, Vincennes, Indiana. 

J. E. Link, Terre Haute, Ind., Chairman of Committee of Ar- 
rangements. 

Wm. Porter, St. Louis, Missouri, Chairman of Committee of 
Programme. 

Medical College Advertisements. — Read the advertise- 
ments in this issue of the Southern Medical College, Atlanta, and 
the Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, representative Insti- 
tutions of the two sections of the Union. 

Mistake. — The article on Gonorrhoea, in our August number, 
was written by Dr. T. II. Lyon, and not T. H. Logan, as it was 
made to appear. 

New York Post Graduate Medical School. — See the ad- 
vertisement of this Institution in the present number of our Journal. 

Beef Peptonoids. — See advertisement of this valuable pre- 
paration in this No. of Journal. 

We invite attention to Colden's Liquid Beef Tonic in this issu^ 
of our Journal. 

Listerine. — See the advertisement of this valuable article in 
our Journal. 

See new advertisement of Anglo Swiss Milk Food. 
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MEDICAL SOCIETY OF VIRGISIA, 

The tran.sactions of the Medical Society of the vState of Vir- 
ginia should have been earlier noticed. The last meeting was held 
on October loth, nth and 12th, 1881. The proceedings were pub- 
lished in the January number of the Virginia Medical Monthly, 
and makes i"]^ pages of that issue. 

The President, Dr. Hunter McGuirc, very pleasantly departs 
from the usual routine, and makes the Annual Address upon a 
special subject — Clinical Remarks on Cancer of the Breast. The 
address is an able one. 

The papers read before the body nearly all evince ability and re- 
search. They were as follows: 

Report on advances in Anatonn , bv Christopher Tompkins, 
M. D. 

Report on the Advances in Surgerv, bv Meade C. Kemper, 
M. D. 

Report ox Advances in Practice oi- Medicine, by Bedford 
Brown, M. D. Catarrhal Deafness, by J. A. White, M. L). Emetic 
effect of Chloroform administered by deglutition, and the advant- 
ages of Hydro Bromate of quinine hypodermically, by G. W. 
Semple, M. D. Physiological and therapeutic action of llie sul- 
phate of quinine, by Otis F. Manson, M. D. 

President elect, G. W. Semple, of Hampton. Recording Secre- 
tary, L. B. Edwards, Richmond. Place of next meeting. Fauquir 
White Sulphur Springs, Va. 

Dr. S. B. Morrison, of Brownsburg, will deliver the Annual 
Address to the Public. 



AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Philadelphia, Pp:nn., July, 1S82. 

Dear Sir — You are respectfully informed that the Committee 
of Publication have adopted the following rules, to ensure prompt- 
ness in the appcarnnce of theforthcoming volume of Transactions 
(Vol. 33) : 

I. All addresses and papers read at the recent meeting of the 
Association, and referred to the Committee of Publication, must 
be in the hands of the Permanent Secretary before July 31st. 

3. The transactions will absolutely go to press August 5th, and 
all papers or addresses entitled to appear in this vohunc, not re- 
ceived by July 31st, cannot be inserted. 

3. Under no circumstances will the Committee permit new ma- 
terial, different from that in the original manuscript, to be added 
to the proof-sheets. 

4. The Secretary is instructed to send copies of these resolutions 
to the various medical journals, and to have extra copies struck off, 
to forward to the contributors of papers to the annual volume. 

The following provisions of the by-laws of the Association will 
be strictly enforced : 

**Every paper received by this Association and ordered to be 
published, and all plates or other means of illustrjition, shall be 
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considered the exclusive property ot the Association, and shall be 
published and sold for the exclusive benefit of the Association/' 

^'Authors of papers are required to return their proofs v^ithin 
two weeks after tlieir reception; otherwise they will be passed 
over and omitted from the volume." Yours respectfully, 

Richard J. Dunglison, Treasurer, 

Secretary Committee of Publication. 

AN AET AND INDISTMIAL EXHIBITION IN THE CAPITOL 

AT WASHINQTON, 

Under the Auspices of the Society of the Army of the Cumber- 
land^ for the Benefit of the Garfield Monument Fund. 

A National Bazaar, Art, and Industrial Exposition will be held 
in the rotunda and adjacent halls of the National Capitol at Wash- 
ington, D. C, November 25th to December 3d, (inclusive), 1882, 
as authorized by joint resolution of the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives, August 7, 1882. The object of this undertaki; g is to 
raise funds with which to erect a statue in this city to the memory 
of Gen. James A. Garfield, late President of the United States , 
which work is in the hands of a committee of the Society of the 
Army of the Cumberland, who have already collected for this 
purpose some twenty thousand dollars, and expect, with the results 
of the Exposition, to have a sufficient sum with which to erect a 
work befitting the great name it is proposed to commemorate. 

Transactions of the MicincAN State Medical Society, 
for the year 1882, No. 11, Vol. viij. 

Kindly sent us by Geo. E. Ranney, M. D., Recording Secretary, 
of Lansing, Mich. The society assembled at Ypsilanti, May 10, 
1882. The address of welcome was made by Capt. E. P. Allen. 
The annual address, by the President, Dr. J. H.Jerome, and in- 
teresting papors presented by the following gentlemen: 

Dr. Christian — Mai presentation. 

■Dr. Burr — Insanity of Masturbation. 

Dr. Pratt — Legal Responsibility of Surgeons. 

Dr. Shurley — Laryngeal Phthisis. 

Dr. Reynolds — Treatment of Measles and Scarlet Fever. 

Dr. E. Smith — Suppurative Catarrh of Middle Ear. 

Dr. Conner — Optic Neuritis. 
. Dr. IL J. Reynolds — After Treatment of Tracheotomy. 

Dr. Wade — Antiseptics in Treatment of Disease. 

Dr. E. B. Ward — .'Esthetics in Medicine. 

Dr. Post — Urinary Deposits, etc. 

Dr. Ranney — Notes on Uterine Tum(*rs. 

The volume contains 276 oc. pages, and is creditably gotten up. 
The papers are interesting, practical in character, and some of 
them written with marked abilitv. 

President elect for the ensuing year. Dr. G. W. Topping, Detroit. 

Secretary, Dr. Geo. E. Ranney, of Lansing. 

The Society will meet next at Kalamazoo, at such time as the 
President ancl Secretary shall hereafter appoint 
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BOOK NOTICES. 

Practical Medical Anatomy. — A ffiiide to the Physician in 
the study of relations of the viscera to each other in heahh 
and disease, and in the diagnosis of the Medical and Surgical 
conditions of the Anatomical structures of the head and trunk, 
By Ambrose L. Ranney, A.M., M.D.; Adjunct Prote.ssor of 
Anatomy, and late Lecturer of genito urinary, and Minor Sur- 
gery in the Medical Department of the University of the city of 
New York — lale Surgeon to the Northern and Northwestern 
Dispensaries ; resident fellow of the New York Academy of 
Meaicine ; member of the Medical Society of the county of S"cw 
York ; author of the applied Anatomy of the nervous system 
etc. etc. New York : \Vm. Wood h Co., 1882. McGarrity & 
Laird Agents, Atlanta, Ga. 

The above is an illustrated work of 3390c. pages neatly gotten up. 

Its title page, above quoted, sufficiently indicates the scope 
and practical importance of the work to the practitioner. '* It has 
been written, says the author, for use of the general practitioner 
in his daily practice, with the hope that it might present to him the 
study of Anatomy from the stand point of its general interest and 
practical utility, and aftbrd him the means of refreshing certain 
points which can be constantly applied without entailing upon 
him descriptive detail." 

The Change of Life in Health and Disease. — A Chemical 
Treatise on the Diseases of the Ganglionic Nervous system in- 
cidental to women at the Decline of Life. By Edward John 
Tilt, M.D. Past President of the Obstetric Society of London. 
Fourth edition. Philadelphia : P. Blackston, Son & Co., 10 12 
Walnut street : 1882. 

The subjects of the above work are very meagerly and imperfect- 
ly treated in our usual authorities, and are indeed very little un- 
derstood by the Profession generally ; and yet they arc of great 
importance, and ought certainly to be studied by every practitioner. 
We can commend the above work as it contains a fund of informa- 
tion which the Physicians in daily practice can ill nftbrd to be 
without. 

Essentials of Vaccination. — A compilation of facts relating 

to vaccine innoculation and its influence in the prevention of 

small-pox, by W. A. Ilardaway, M. D., Professor of Diseases 

of the Skin in the post graduate faculty of the Missouri Medical 

College, St. Louis; Member of the American Dermatological 

Association; formerly one of the vaccine physicians to the citv 

of St. Louis. Chicago: Jansen, McClurg & Co., 1882. A work 

of 146 pages, cloth, large type, plain and neatly published. 

This work is timely and necessary, and will meet a want long 

felt by the general practitioners throughout the country who have 

but little acquaintance with the history and results of vaccination. 

Here they are furnished with a snug little volume giving a careful 

compilation of all the essential facts relating to tlie subject. We 

commend it to the profession. 
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IXIUIS BAUEB, M. D., M. II. C. 3., Eng. 
I'rof. ofsur^ry In ond Dean of College of Phyalclans and Surgeons, Bt. Louis, 
Dr. J. H> Doraet, of Texan says: Ihavabeeo ualug 
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4'EI.EKIKA.— Examine the ailvertlfiemeut of thisagent by J. C. Rlcbatdson in 
thla Journal. It la very highly extolled as a Nerve Tonle or mre quality, adapted 
Id low, dehllllated conditions of the system fh>m any cause— eapeelally In cases of 
nieulsl, nervous or sexual exhaustion. Among the multitude ot new and useful 
HgentH now being Introduced, It Is regarded as ii very valuable add 1 1 Ion (o the arma- 
luentarlum of the physlclim. 

■ITDROLRINE.— Dr.K.H.TreDho1me,32 Beaver Hall, MODtreal, Can., anya: My 
experlence wtlh Hydrolelne hna beon more than xatlsfactory, and I know no rem- 
edy like It In eases of a xcrofulousortuberanlar dlatliesls. In some of my oases the 
clftct of Hydrolelne has been really marvelons. I wish you to send me half a dozen 

botllesfor inyownpereonni use,— • —'-■- ■ " ■-■-■ — ■■ 

of Hydrolelne In IhlB J 



lo continue taking It inysell. bee advei 



NOW that the father of antiseptic surgery has placed carbolic acid ooder Imid, 
and recommtnded cocalyptun as an efflolent substlmte for It, we would advlBO pby- 
slolapR to give j.ISTHIilliE atrial. Eucalyptus la one of its constltnents; end the 
iireDUTation, lieliig a perfect soluiloii, Is presented in a form most convenient lor 
general use.- Lo- ''fill f Untical -Vein, June I51fl, I88I. 

Jlore of ELtlOTT'S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns oom- 
blued. One thousand have been xhlpped lo different parts of the country since Jan- 
uary Ist. This proprietor Invites a thorough InvesUgtitlOQ and aompaiiaou of every 
Bag In the market. The U. ». (iovcrnment did this In 18TB, and adopted tbe EL.* 
LIOIT. Doctors that dothu saraethlnR get the standsjd article. Hend forrlrcnliir 
l.i.\. .\. MEI^UER.TUWWasLlnglou Avenue, »t. LoulE, Mo. 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 

VERATRIUM VIRIDE IN PUERPERAL CONVULSIONS 

By R. F. McConnell, M.D., of Ala. 

I desire to report some obstetrical cases and their treatment. 

Case i. March 13th, 18S2. Called to see Mrs. D., aet. 20. Pxi- 
mipara; robust build; weight, perhaps 150 ft)s.; attendants said 
she had been healthy. On my arrival found patient had been 
delivered about two hours previously of a fine daughter, weigh- 
ing about 10 ibs. She was suffering with severe headache and 
pain in right inguinal region: the latter she complained of while 
being delivered of child. I delivered her of placenta in twenty 
minutes after my arrival. At this time headache was increasing 
rapidly, and I gave her 20 grs. brom. pot. without any special ben- 
efit and repeated dose in half an hour. She had a convulsion in 
ten minutes (an hour after my arrival) and, unfortunately, I had- 
no arterial sedative, and did not wish to perform venesection.. 
Therefore I resorted to the following remedies, viz.: 

R. Bromide pot grs. 80 

Hyd. chloral " 40 

Aqua 5 I 

Sig. Tablespoonsful every )4 hour. 

Also, tr. aconite, gtts. ii, every j4 hour. 

This treatment, with an occasional dose of Hoffman's Anodyne- 
and a sinapismto nape of neck, was continued until 4 p. m. A(< 
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this time I rtceived some veratrum viride. She had been having- 
severe convulsions every hour till 12 a. m. when they ceased until 
2 p. m. Then theyTeturned with increased severity and frequency, 
coming on at intervals of an hour or less. Pulse, 122 per minute, 
with contracted pupils, etc. I now added following to former 
treatment, viz.: 

R. Tr. veratrum viride gtts. 4 

Ilyd. chloral grs. 40 

Aqua '. 5 I 

Sig. Tablespoon ful eveiy }{> hour. 

At 4^ o'clock patient had three convulsions at short intervals; 
also at 5 o'clock p. m. and continued until 6 o'clock, when they 
ceased. 

This treatment was continued during the night. Patient would 
rest well from half an hour to an hour and then awake perfectly 
•delirious, refusing to take medicine and attempting to get up and 
to fight any who opposed her. It required from three to four 
persons to hold her in bed while aroused. 

March 14, 5 a. m. Patient delirious all day, with a gradual de- 

'crease in circulation. Pulse 116, respiration 14. She would rest 

from half an hour to an hour and then show signs of great excitc- 

rment. I continued treatment during night, with signs of improve- 

.ment until 

March 15, 5 a. m., when she awoke and appeared to be sensible, 
.'making som<i inquiry about the condition of her tongue, which 
.had been badly bitten during convulsions." 

March 16, 5 a, m. Pulse 108. I ordered verat. mxt. given in 
tablespoonful doses every hour. Patient continued about in this 
•condition, with an occasional increase in the frequency of the 
rpulse. 

March 17, 5 a. m. Pulse, 102 to 108, with an occasional decrease 
to as low as 90. At noon pulse rose to 122. Ordered verat. mxt. 
•every half hour ui^til circulation was reduced. 

March 18, 9 a. m. Pulse ^2^ with good symptoms of improve- 
ment. During day I again ordered veratrum viride and bromide 
rmxt. every hour and she continued to improve until about noon of 
March 19, when fever appeared. Pulse 120. Patient com- 
plained of left mamma*, in which secretion of milk was checked, 
.also of sick stomach. Iler bowels had not moved since the isth, 
.at which time a purgative had been given. I now gave her a dose 
of mercury and ordered following given in connection with pre- 
vious treatment, viz.: 
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R. Tr. aconite (rad.) 5ss 

Svveot spts. nitre 5J 

Tr. lavender conip gtts. xvi 

Aqua • 5Ji 

Sig. Teaspoon fill every 2 hours. 

This treatment was continued until fever subsided, and at 9 a.m. 
20th inst. she showed marked signs of improvement, and contin- 
ued so, with slight evening exacerbations of fever, until March 26, 
when 1 dismissed case. I was compelled to exercise great 
caution in decrease of veratrium mxt, which was -used up to 
present date. Whenever veratrum was much reduced patient 
would have paroxysms of fever and cerebral disturbance. 

Case 2. April 29, 1882. At 10 a. m. called to see Mrs. H., mt. 
20, seven months advanced in pregnancy. Primipara; robust 
build; would weigh about 165 pounds. Attendants say she had 
previously exposed herself, and had had some suppression of 
urine, but had not complained much until the night previous. 
From symptoms I decided that she had some urajmic poisoning; 
had been troubled with headache and suppression of urine for a 
month; had a convulsion at 5 a. m. and up to time of my arrival 
at 10 a. m. had had about 15 convulsions. Pulse loS; breathing 
frequent and stertorous; examination showed first stage of labor 
begun — OS uteri thin and slightly dilated. 

R Bromide pot grs. xx 

Ilycl. chloral " xv 

Every }4 hour. 

Also the followinjr: 

R Veratrum viride gtts ji 

Every }4 hour. 

Convulsions and pain appeared synchronously every 15 minutes, 
with verv slow advancement of labor and the same degree of se- 
verity, until 6 p. m. At this time convulsions began to increase. 
I had given two 3j doses of ergot to increase labor. Convulsions 
continued to increase in severity, with no advancement of labor, 
until 7^ p. m. Pulse now 160 and irregular; slow and stertorous 
breathing; comatose; frothing at mouth; vertex presentifig at in- 
ferior outlet. Labor had been thus for two hours. I could not 
stimulate labor by any means. Having no forceps, I performed 
craniotomv and delivered her. Treatment was continued and she 
had but two convulsions after delivery. Patient remained in a 
comatose condition during night. 

April 30, 7 a. m. Pulse 108; at 3 p. m. pulse 122. Ordered ve- 
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ratrum viride, gtts ji, every two hours until 12 p. m.; then every 
three hours till 9 a. m. 

May 1st Pulse 76. Ordered veratrum given whenever circu- 
lation ran over 100. 

May 2d, 8 a. m. Pulse 1 14. Ordered veratrum every two hours, 
as before, until circulation was reduced to 80. and then given when- 
ever it rose. Patient became quiet at 10 p. m. aud continued so 
until 

May 3, 7 a. m. At this time appeared to be approaching sanity. 

May 4, 6 a. m. Patient had become perfectly sane. She had 
had about 51 convulsions. 

I have made this report to show the great benefit derived from 
verat. viride in the treatment of puerperal convulsions. 



REPLACING AND HEALING OF PIECES SEPARATED 

FROM THE HUMAN BODY. 



By G. Halstead Bovland, M.D., M.A., of Baltimore, Md. 



The experiment of replacing in position portions of the human 
body hacked from it is of comparatively recent date. The results 
have been so far satisfactory as to demonstrate conclusively that 
such parts, when replaced, do heal, and not only heal rapidly, but 
bind themselves to the main body with surprising strength and 
compactness, provided always that two cardinal points be strictly 
observed: ist, the piece separated must be kept warm to the nor- 
mal temperature of the body; 2d, it must be replaced, whether 
with adhesive plaster or the suture, or both, directly the flow of 
blood ceases. 1 he following cases are such as frequently come 
under the observation of medical men abroad. 

In the first case, in a duel with schlagers (a weapon something 
like a rapier, but with a flatter blade, of about the same length and 
blunt at the end), the left ala with a part of the point of the nose 
of one of the principals, by a sweep of his antagonist's sword — 
this piece containing skin, muscles, cartilage and mucous mem- 
brane — was cut by a clean wound, square off*. It was at once put 
back into position, sewed on with fine sutures; over the sutures 
strips of adhesive plaster were applied, extending over the whole 
point and side of the nose on to tile cheeks; in order to prevent 
evaporation and drying as much as possible, a patch of oiled silk 
was used, upon which cotton batting was placed, the nose being 
tamponed also with it at the same time. On the third day the su- 
tures were taken out and the piece found to be quite black; the 
whole epidermis sloughed oflT as a black crust, but under it the 
normal rete malphigii appeared, and one small portion of the epi- 
dermis remained. After a time a layer of horny epithelium put 
out. At the expiration of nine months the wounded man appears 
with the left nasal ala slightly flattened and of normal color, the 



Southern Medical Record. 365 

surface of the portion that had been cut off made one with the 
whole side of the nose, no distinct line marking a cicatrix: on 
some parts of it the epithelium was a little thicker than on others, 
making a few very small rough places. It is worthy of attention 
that on the third day when the sutures were removed and the epi- 
dermis had sloughed off, the part was firm in its natural position. 
The sloughing of the epidermis is easily accounted for by the fact 
that the capillaries became contracted and, so to speak, dead, on 
account of their extreme fineness, during even the very short time 
that the piece was separated from the body. We would recom- 
mend in such an emergency a process carried out in another case 
that came under our own observation, viz.: that the separated 
portion be held in the mouth, if warm water cannot be procured, 
until the suture and all is ready; thereby the animal heat would be 
retained and the chances of sloughing of the epidermis materially 
diminished. 

The next case was a student who had fought a duel, also with 
schlagers, out of whose nose a polygon-like piece was hacked just 
above and including the tip of the nose, thereby exposing in ex- 
tenso both nares. This piece was only found after long search, 
having been thrown by the force of the blow some distance; after 
the bleeding had ceased it was placed in position. Likewise in 
this case the greater portion of the epidermis came off in the 
shape of a black crust. The piece, when healed on, was bordered 
on all sides by a sharp-edged scar, its color being red and the part 
itself slightly tumefied. The wound left on the nose at the time 
was clean and even bordered, as regards the skin, while the carti- 
lage and mucous membrane were separated, irregular and zigzag. 
The same treatment with reference to detail of placing in position, 
sutures, adhesive plaster, etc., was carried out in these cases, al- 
though the large scar and red color, accompanied by tumefaction, 
would indicate a less successful result than in the first case men- 
tioned. The. length of time that elapsed before the separated 
piece could be found comes also into consideration, although ad- 
hesion takes place more readily after the bleeding ceases; never- 
theless, if the parts are left disunited too long, the inclination to 
adhesion is lost entirely, as it begins to diminish as soon as the 
main wound commences to dry; the surfaces of wounds of medium 
size of this character being for some little time moist with a gelat- 
inous substance composed of blood and serum. 

As regards the healing itself it is a prima intentio, although the 
sutures in these cases were only removed on the third day. In 
treating wounds per primam, in which pieces are not separated 
from the human body, Bruns removes them in twenty-four 
hours. 

As for the pathological anatomy, or, more properly speaking, the 
process of healing 4tself, such cases undoubtedly illustrate that the 
vessels of the piece, after being placed in position, received in the 
lumen of each the blood from the s'^vered vessels of the borders 
of the wound on the nose. In unfavorable cases, a hemorrhagic 
infiltration of the separated piece, after it is placed in position, 
Mrhich may be followed by mummification, is liable to result. In 
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the more successful ones the epithelial covering is everywhere 
thrown off. In those again where the surgeon is especially fortu- 
nate the circulation in the w^hole of the portion separated, or in 
parts of the same, may re-establish itself without any disturbance 
as to nutrition. Of importance in the healing of wounds, upon 
which transplantation of skin grafting may be carried out, is the 
proof here deduced, that in transplantation there is a direct flow 
of blood out of the granulation vessels of the main wound into 
those of the transplanted piece. In this operation, which is known 
as Reverdin's transplantation, sloughing of the epidermis is a gen- 
eral rule, which, nevertheless, like all others, has its exceptions; 
but they are very few and very far between. Technically, where 
portions of the flesh are severed from the human body, the above 
procedure is the best to* follow; practically, it is the most success- 
ful. 

In a recent number of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal 
is recorded a case in which the hand, almost. entirely severed at the 
wrist, hung to the forearm by a thread of skin only. Instead of 
amputation the hand was replaced on the above principles and 
kept firmly in position for a long time; finally it reunited com- 
pletely, and the patient had consider.ible use of it, being able to 
move the fingers. As long as the merest thread connects the di- 
vided part to the main limb, so long the circulation may go on in 
a part of it, gradually re-establish itself throughout and thus save 
the limb or member, and often the life of the patient. — Med, Gaz. 



RETENTION OF PLACENTA. 



By J. V. White, M.D., CM., M.C.P. & S., Ont., Au Sable, 

Michigan. 



The expediency of removing the retained placenta under cer- 
tain circumstances is worthy of the most careful attention, though 
how often do we notice the bad eflTects arising from a preniature 
action taken by the physician in order to meet previous engage- 
ments. One of the important rules of long standing, that the pla- 
centa, if retained, should always be removed, is now, almost 
without exception, so invariably followed that its greatness can 
scarcely be fully realized. Certain conditions do arise, from time 
to time, when it is very diflicult, and in some instances impossible, 
to be governed by this rule entirely; and some cases occur in 
which there has been a difliculty in recognizing the fact that either 
a portion has remained attached, or some abnormal contraction of 
the uterine organ has been the cause of retention. 

The firm closure of the uterus, and the firmness of its adhesions, 
are among the predominating causes that prevent its entire removal. 
Whenever we have to deal with premature expulsion of foetus, 
then our hopes of introducing the hand is generally retarded. Sel- 
dom it is in the fully developed organ that we are unable, at any 
rate with the assistance of chloroform, to pass our hand sufficiently 
far to empty the uterus. Besides these obstacles the condition of 
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our parent must be considered before we attempt its removal; as, 
for instance, through the already arrested hemorrhage; although, 
should our patient be the victim of severe flooding, it would be 
highly imprudent to wait, because the shock of operating would 
be less injurious to the system than the depletion; whereas, if the 
hemorrhage has been checked, beside saving patient from shock 
of manipulating, it will be an advantage to wait till the shock of 
bleeding has passed and circulation established from the smaller 
vessels, and the heart restored to its proper tone. 

Before I leave the subject I wish to draw attention to another 
point, viz.: (rdema of vulva most frequently following primipara 
cases, and consider it a very annoying impediment, especially wh^n 
the case is of long standing and the parts so sensitive to the touch 
from the vaginal secretions that continually pass. To illustrate the 
ideas: 

I was called to see Mrs. on May 14th; found her suftering 

from severe pain in back and extending to her maternal parts. I 
ordered Dover's powder and rest in recumbent position, and be- 
fore she attempted to walk to put on her abdominal support. This 
being done, she received relief in a few days. About the ist of 
July she went to visit her relations. However, she was not there 
over a week until her husband wrote me, stating his wife's feet 
and eyes were swollen badly. I ordered acet. pot., bicafb. pot. and 
tr. digitalis, with an alkaline laxative. She improved rapialy, and 
on the 13th was delivered of a child (very small), before I could 
get there. She was attended by a physician who was desirous of 
attending the case, and to complete it before I could arrive. He 
made extra exertion toward removing the placenta, made traction 
on the cord, and pressure on fundus, all to no avail. Gave ergot 
F. E. and used friction, all to no appreciable benefit. When I ar- 
rived I found the vulva very tender and swollen, and the patient 
would cry and turn all colors at any attempt of handling the cord; 
but through my persistence, I made an examination and found a 
patent os suflicient to admit one finger. I deemed it necessary to 
give her rest, and administered pot. brom. grs. 44, so she rested 
for six hours quietly. By this time tenderness had almost disap- 
peared from vulva, and could stand any traction I found necessary. 
Made another examination, and found os the same; then, deter- 
mined to complete the case, gave chloroform. I then made trac- 
tion once more, but no advancement; so I introduced my haifd 
well up into the uterus and explored it, discovering a hard attached 
mass well up on the right side. With my fingers I detached the 
adherent portion with some difficulty, followed by a severe hem- 
orrhage. Ordered ergot F. E. 3 ss. and, retaining hand in uterus, 
made pressure on fundus with the other. Shortly I had contrac- 
tion, and elevated the foot of the bed to extent of six inches, noth- 
ing remaining in half . an hour but slight bloody mucus discharge. 
Ordered carbolic acid injection, i in 80, and she made a rapid re- 
covery, making 24 hours from birth of child to the time the pla- 
centa was taken. 

From a previous examination of her urine, slight traces of albu- 
men were found, which might be indications of being aflTected 
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"with albuminaria during the last months of pregnancy. Jlowever, 
tthe symptoms were somewhat indicative, since swelling of eyelids 
.(lower) and oedema of legs and vulva, and yielding to the alkaline 
treatment. " The pain that was complained of during my attend- 
•ance, with sensation of heat about the eighth month, I now con- 
sider the results of inflammatory action going on in the placenta: 
•'the scrotinal surface was yellow and thickened; and the part firm 
•and consolidated to the extent of about an inch. 

This case is one of the few that lead to such rapid recovery. — De- 
troit Clinic, 



TINCTURE OF PERCHLORTDE OF IRON IN POST 

PARTUM HEMORRHAGE. 



By J. H. ScARFF, M.D., Baltimore. 

(Cases related at the Medical and Sui^ical Society ) 

It is not my purpose to enter into a discussion of the general 
treatment of post partum hemorrhage, nor do I wish to be under- 
stood as placing this agent among the first to be used to combat 
these hemorrhages, but as a dernier ressort when all others have 
failed and your patient seems to have but one moie step to realize 
the mysteries of the hereafter. Many of you, no doubt, have read 
the many able articles of European writers upon this subject of 
late, and probably have had more experience in its application, 
but having had two cases in the past four months of alarming 
hemorrhage following labor, and as I confidently believe my pa- 
tients owe their prolonged sojourn in this land of sin and sorrow 
to the injection of perchloride of iron into the cavities of their 
uteri, I do not hesitate to relate the two following cases in which 
I have used this remedy: 

I wish it to be distinctly understood, I claim no originality to 
either the agent used or the modus operandi in using it. It orig- 
inated with that eminent obstetrician, Barnes of London, and sev- 
eral cases so treated by him were published in the British Medical 
Journal of 1876 or '77. Following the report of his cases, there 
came other testimonials to the virtue of this agent, from Plavfair, 
Chambers, Steele and others. As I have before stated, this po- 
J:ent agent should not be used indiscriminately in all cases, but 
only after such remedies as ergot, external pressure, cold, knead- 
ing of the uterus and galvanism have failed. 

Case I. Mrs. M , wife of a druggist (which was a most 

fortunate circumstance for her), was taken in her third labor on 
the afternoon of February nth. I had previously ascertained 
from her husband that her first two labors were followed by most 
alarming hemorrhages, but through the skill of the lamented Dr. 
Knight she was saved. Nothing worthy of mention occurred 
during the first stage of labor excepting a prolonged interval of 
quiescence between the pains. This stage lasted about 4^ hours. 
After delivery I immediately cut the cord, as it had ceased to pul- 
sate. Turning my attention to the woman, I found the uterus as 
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large as before the birth of the child, with a soft and doughy feel- 
ing. Introducing my hand into the vagina I found the placenta 
was detached and blocking up the os uteri; it was at once re- 
moved, and with it there came a most appalling hemorrhage, and 
in a very short space of time the woman was completely blanched, 
pulse almost imperceptible, sighing respiration and other symp- 
toms indicating an almost complete collapse. I hurried her hus- 
band down into his store for a bottle of tincture of perchloride of 
iron. I diluted it one-half with water, and with the aid of a Da- 
vidson's syringe which I had procured, this was injected into the 
cavity of the uterus. (I would state I first, as well as I could, 
emptied the uterus of all clots.) The cflect was magical; almost 
directly after the injection, the uterus began to firmly contract, 
gradually forcing out my hand with large masses of clotted blood, 
coas^ulated by the iron. I watched the patient tor two hours, a 
half hour of the time firmly hpldingj the uterus with my hand, 
and little or no hemorrhage occurred after the injection. She was 
relieved from the condition of collapse by brandy and hypodermic 
injections of atropia, and made a rapid recovery without any bad 
symptoms. In this case, expecting a hemorrhage, I gave her from 
the time the os was sufficiently dilated to admit of the passage of 
the child's head until the head was delivered two hypodermic in- 
jections of ergot, 3j each, without avail. I had no time to try 
other expedients, but resorted at once to the iron. 

Case II. Mrs. K , tet. 26, rather nervous temperament, sent 

for me on the morning of March 18, to attend her in her second 
confinement. Having attended her in the first labor, which was 
followed by hemorrhage that could only be controlled by a strong 
current of galvanism, I concluded I would be prepared to meet 
any emergency with the perchloride of iron. While the first stage 
of labor was progressing, I sent to the druggist for 5 vi of the tr. 
perchlor. and added one-half of this to oj. of water. A Davidson 
syringe was made ready for use, and I then waited the dreaded 
hour. The labor became tardy and protracted, and she was deliv- 
ered, after a long traction with the forceps, of a large male child. 
Ergot was given hypodermically twice, and kneading constantly 
kept up by the nurse during delivery. Hemorrhage at once set in 
and I attempted to control it by the introduction of ice into the 
uterus and grasping it with one hand on the abdomen, the other 
in the vagina. It was of no avail. The hemorrhage increased. I 
next tried the plan of irritating the interior of the uterus with the 
finger nails, but in doing this I completely detached the placenta, 
which was removed, followed by a hemorrhage which soon put 
my patient into a state of collapse. I at once began the injection 
of the solut. of ferri perchlor. into the cavity of the uterus, with 
the eflfect of immediately producing firm contraction and cessation 
of hemorrhage. She finally recovered after a mild attack of me- 
tritis, and to-^ay both she and child are doing well. 

These constitute my experience in the use of this agent, but can 
any one doubt that the lives of these two women were saved by 
it? That there may be danger in its use I do not deny. While 
the uterus is in this relaxed condition, the mouths of the veins 
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tjpen, it may pass into them, causing clotting of blood, thereby 
producing thrombosis; but, notwithstanding this, I presume, from 
my own experience, as well as from the experience of the many 
able writers on this subject, that this mode of treatment in puer- 
peral hemorrhage is not only justifiable, but under many circum- 
stances strongly indicated. — ^led, Chron. 



PLACENTA PR.^VIA. 



Bv J. D. Stkawuridge, M. D., of Daxville, Penx. 

Early in the summer of 185 1 a woman ran crying from a house 
which I at that moment happened to be passing, and I turned to 
see what was the matter, when, recognizing me, she exclaimed: 
**Oh! Doctor, come up quick, Mrs. L. is dying." Following up 
stairs as rapidly as possible, I found the patient lying on her left 
side, her back toward me, near the edge of the bed, through which 
blood flowed in a stream to the floor. 1 inquired, "Is she in labor?" 
and the reply, "I guess so," was scarcely given, when a torrent of 
blood poured over the side of the bed, flooding for some distance 
the uncarpeted floor. A" low, stifled moan, gasping breathing, in- 
eflTectual eflforts at vomiting, the blanched face, and almost com- 
plete unconsciousness, showed clearly that there was no time to 
lose. I instantly threw off" my coat, bared my right arm, and in- 
troducing my hand into the vagina, through a relaxed and easily 
dilated vulva, passed my finger rapidly around inside the os, which 
I found relaxed and dilated to nearly two inches in diameter, and 
through which a mass of placenta presented. I searched for some 
point of detachment by which to reach the membranes, but found 
the placenta firmly adherent all around to within little more than 
half an inch of the edge of the os. The foetus could be felt 
through the placenta, but moving so freely in the abundant waters 
as to evade the touch, and prevent the presentation being ascer- 
tained. Finding a slight break in the presenting placental mass,, 
directly across its centre, without hesitation or a moment's delay, 
1 thrust my hand in this opening, through the placenta into the 
utenis, giving exit to a large flow of waters; grasping the vertex, 
which came at once into my hand, I gave it a turn to the left, then 
placing my finger in front of the right. shoulder, while the waters 
were still discharging, rotated the body on its axis until the feet 
were brought nearly to the front, where they were easily reached, 
the child turned and delivered, within ten minutes from the time I 
entered the room. 

The secundines, inverted through the torn placenta, followed 
immediately after the head. The child, which was in the begin- 
ning of its seventh month, showed no signs of life, and no effort 
was made to resuscitate it. As soon as it could belaid to one side, 
I administered to the mother (who had partially recovered con- 
sciousness), a tcaspoonful of tincture of camphor in water (the 
only stimulant at hand), and a few minutes later 30 grains of pow- 
dered ergot in infusion. There was no furtiier hemorrhage, and 
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the patient, although in a state of extreme exhaustion, recovered 
rapidly, without a bad symptom, and within a month was able to 
look after the affairs of the household. The placenta proved to 
have been placed centrally over the internal os, and was torn 
through, close to the insertion of the cord. 

As soon after as my patient could be safely left I called upon 
Dr. Wm. H. Magill for advice in this case, and learned that he had 
had an almost similar experience with the same patient about one 
year before. Mrs. L. being then in her first pregnancy, and, as 
she supposed, in her sixth month, was suddenly taken with a large 
flow of blood while standing at work; she was put to bed as soon 
as possible, and her physician, Dr. W. R. Gearhart, called; find- 
ing no signs of labor, the vagina was tamponed and the Doctor 
left to attend to other calls; returning a few hours later, he found 
the patient faint and weak, and, notwithstanding the presence of 
the tampons, the hemorrhage was becoming dangerous. Alarmed 
at this condition, he sent in haste for Dr. Magill, who at once re- 
moved the tampons; finding the os sufliciently dUated, he de- 
tached the placenta at the side, ruptured the membranes with his 
fingers, anci rapidly effected version and delivery by the feet; al- 
though no delay occurred in the delivery, and but little force was 
required, the child showed no signs of life. 

A little less than one year from my first attendance I was again 
called in haste to Mrs. L., and found her in bed. having been taken 
suddenly a few minutes before, with profuse hemorrhage. She 
was then near the end of her sixth month ot pregnancy, and, cer- 
tain that I had again a placenta praevia to deal with, I had in my 
pocket a package containing three drachms of powdered ergot, 
which I handed to one of the attendants, with directions to put it 
in half a tcacupful of boiling water, and return with it imme- 
diately. While preparing for an examination, a sudden gush of 
blood, which filled the bed and clothing about the patient, warned 
me that there was no time for delay, or the catastrophe so narrowly 
averted on the former occasion might be realized on this. I found 
complete dilatation of the soft parts, some small coagula still in 
the vagina, and blood flowing in a continuous stream from the par- 
tially dilated os, through which a mass of placenta presented; a 
partial detachment at one side, where a foi ming bag of waters 
could be felt, enabled me to rupture the membranes at once and 
pass my hand up into the uterus, as the waters flowed rapidly 
away, and the head began to come down. I found the pressure 
of my hand had almost completely arrested the hemorrhage. The 
attendant was directed to administer one-third of the infusion of 
ergot, and I determined to await results. At the end of fifteen 
minutes a second portion was given, and in about fifteen minutes 
more uterine contractions began, and soon the head was pressing 
down firmly into my hand, which I began slowly to withdraw, 
taking care not to relax pressure on the placenta until it was com- 
pressed firmly by the head. The labor progressed rapidly, and 
within an hour from mv arrival a dead child was delivered. The 
patient was but little more exhausted than in an ordinary labor, 
and was able to be up on the tenth day. 
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In December of the same ^ ear I learned trom Mrs. L. that she 
was again pregnant, and dreaded a recurrence of her former 
trouble. I charged her to go to bed and send at once for a physi- 
cian on the appearance of the slightest hemorrhage. Accordingly, 
in the latter part of January, 1853. I was called, and found her in 
bed, having had a slight show, with some fugitive pains about the 
back and abdomen. A digital examination showed no signs of 
labor. She believed herself then at the middle of her seventh 
month. I enjoined rest m bed, cold drinks, and prescribed a few 
doses of acetate of lead and opium; in a few hours the hemorrhage 
ceased, and the next day, in spite of my injunction, she was again 
about the house. These attacks returned at intervals of about a 
week, increasing in quantity and duration of flow with each re- 
turn, for which, after the first attack, I prescribed, to be alternated 
with the acetate of lead and opium, five grains of powdered ergot 
every four hours. About the middle of March I was called in 
haste, and found her in bed, with regular labor pains, accompa- 
nied with free hemorrhage; the os dilated to the size of a silver 
dollar, through which the edge of the placenta protruded. Press- 
ing this to one side, I ruptured the membranes; the pains increased 
rapidly, and soon the vertex presented. With the pressure of the 
head on the placenta the hemon'hage soon ceased. I felt that I 
could trust the natural powers for a satisfactory result After an 
easy labor of about two hours, my patient was the mother of a 
fine, healthy boy, now a successful business man in the State of 
Ohio and the father of several healthy children. The family were 
preparing to leave Danville, and soon after went to their new home 
in Ohio. 

While visiting a patient a few weeks since, I was introduced to 
Mrs. L., a fine, matronly-looking widow lady, of about fifty years; 
to my great surprise I found she was my former patient, whom I 
had not seen or even heard of for over twenty-seven years At 
this meeting all the circumstances here related were recalled and 
discussed. I learned that after leaving Danville she had given 
birth to several children, without anv complication whatever, but 
none of whom lived to grow up. She promised to see me again 
and furnish me more accurate data of her case, mv own records 
having been lost while absent from home during the war; but pro- 
fessional duties called me from home, and Mrs. L. left Danville 
without seeing me again. This, with but one exception, where 
the condition was but partial, is the only patient in my own prac- 
tice in whom I have met with "placenta praevia," althou gh, be- 
tween niy last attendance on Mrs. L., in the spring of 1853 and the 
fall of 1080, when I temporarily retired from practice, I attended 
in more than 1.700 cases of labor. — Med. and Sur^. Rep. 



An Emergency Case. — Professor: "What would you do, sir, 
if you were called to see a man who had hung himself ?" Stu- 
dent: "I would cut him down." Professor: "Then what would 
3'ou do?" Student: "I would cut him up." — Punch, 
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A NEW METHOD OF TREATING UTERINE HEM- 
ORRHAGE. 



By M. R. Barker. M. D., of New Castle, Pa. 



Physicians of experience know the extreme difficulty, some- 
times, of arresting uterine hemorrhage, the uterus seeming to defy 
all remedies, and pouring forth the sanguineous fluid in spite of 
astringents, ergot, the tampon, etc., etc. The danger of uterine in- 
jections often causes physicians to hesitate long before resorting to 
them. I have been frequently placed in this dilemma, and although 
I have used injections successfully, yet I must admit that I always 
felt relieved when I found that the injection had not produced any 
dangerous consequences. 

In view of the foregoing considerations 1 concluded to take a 
departure from the usual methods, as will be seen in the report of 
the following cases : 

Case I. During the latter part of October, 1881, I w:as called to 
see Mrs. H , who was suffering from uterine hemorrhage. I 
treated her with the ordinary remedies, but without producing any 
permanent benefit. The tampon, applied again and again, would, 
of course, produce temporary suspension of the flux, but upon its 
removal the hemorrhage would return as badly as ever. The con- 
stitutional effects resulting from the loss of so much blood becom- 
ing alarming, I concluded something must be done. 

At my next visit I took my uterine applicator and placed 
upon it a spiral slide, leaving about three inches of the point un- 
covered. The point I wrapped with absorbent cotton in the same 
manner as for treating the uterine cavity for endometritis, with the 
exception that the end next the slide I made considerably thicker 
than the rest, and tied a thread around it, so as to withdraw the 
cotton when its purpose was accomplished. . I then dipped the 
cotton into glycerine, and dusted it effectually with powdered per- 
sulphate of iron. I then exposed the os with a speculum, and 
passed my loaded applicator into the uterine cavity, and with the 
slide pushed off the cotton and left it. From that time my occupa- 
tion in this case was gone. She made a rapid recovery. 

Case II. March 30th, 1882, was called to see Mrs. W., who had 
been suffering with uterine hemorrhage for two months. I was 
of the opinion that she had had an abortion, but she denied it. 
She had been under the care of another physician, who had treated 
her with the usual remedies, the principal one being ergot. Her 
clothing and bed showed very plainly the severity ol the hemor- 
rhage. I also found several clots in the vagina. I used the per- 
sulphate in the same way as in Case No. i. When leaving I re- 
quested her to let me know in a few days how she got along. In 
about a week I received a note from her saying that the hemor- 
rhage ceased from the time of the application, and that there had 
been no return. I have met her several times since, and she was 
quite well. 

Case III. Mrs. R. aborted about May 1st, 1882. I saw her 
June 29th. The attending physician had gone through the usual 
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routine of remedies, administered internally, apparently without 
benefit. I immediately made an application of the persulphate of 
iron after the same manner as described in the former cases, and 
the result was an immediate arrest of the hemorrhage. She was 
in my office to-daj, and as I had this article partly written, I asked 
her the particulars of her case. She said she had "wasted" for 
eight weeks, and that she had taken ergot nearly all of that time; 
and also that there was scarcely any discharge perceptible after 
I introduced the tent, and that there had been none since, beyond 
her periods. 

It seems to mc that tliis is a mucli more rational method of treat- 
ing uterine hemorrhage than by either internal remedies or by in- 
jections. That it is much safer than by injections no one can 
doubt, and I would not hesitate now to depend upon it, to the ex- 
clusion of all other remedies. This preparation is used ad libitum 
in gynecological surgery, without injury, and I am satisfied that it 
is equally as beneficial and harmless in ordinary uterine hemor- 
rhage. 

I am of tJic opcnion that the benefit derived from this plan of 
treatment is not altogether from the styptic action of the iron, but 
that a portion of it arises from the intolerance of the uterus to any 
foreign substance in its cavity, the muscular fibres contracting 
forcibly to expel the intruder, and I cannot see why an ordinary 
case of uterine hemorrhajje could not be treated successfully bv 
non-medicated tents alone. — MeiL and Surir Rep. 



THE EVIL EFFECTS OF THE NASAL DOUCHE. 

[Read before the Philadelptila County Medical Society, June 28, 1882.] 



IJv Cari. Seilek, M. D. 

Lecturer on Diseases of the Throat at the University of Pennsylvania; Chief of the 
Tiiroat Dispensary at the University Hospital, etc. 



Several years ago I read a paper before this Society in which I 
pointed out tlie proper manner of using the nasal douche so as to 
avoid some of the ill etlccts which may be produced by this in- 
strument. Since then I have given the matter close attention, and 
have found that the nasal douche, both anterior and posterior, is 
in many cases of nasal disease a most dangerous instrument to 
place into the hands of the patient. If we exainine the current 
medical literature, we will find a number of cases reported in which 
diseases of the middle ear, inflammation of the mucous membrane 
lining the frontal sinus, meningitis, and even death, were caused 
more or less directly by the nasal douche; and I have myself seen 
several cases of acute otitis media caused by water from the douche 
entering the Eustachian tube. 

The question then arises, shall the nasal douche be used at all, 
and, if so, how shall it be used, and in what class of cases? To 
answer these queries is the object of my communication. 

In the first place, let mc reiterate what I said in my former com- 
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niunication,* — viz, that the nasal douche is one of the bc^t means 
of cleansing the nasal cavities, and that it can be used in many 
cases without fear of evil consequences, if the proper precautions 
are observed. These precautions are : i, that the liquid should be 
of the temperature of the body; 3, that it should be of the same 
specific gravity as the serum of the blood, a liquid easily obtained 
by dissolving an even teaspoonful of common table salt in a pint 
of water; 3, that the bottom of the vessel should not be elevated 
above the forehead of the patient using it, for if the vessel is held 
higher the force of the liquid becomes so great as easily to tind its 
way into the cavities contiguous and communicating with the 
nasal cavities; and, 4, that while the water flows through the nasal 
cavities the patient should abstain from swallowing, because dur- 
ing the act of deglutition the mouth of the Eustrahian tul e is mo- 
mentarily opened, thus allowing the fluid to enter the middle 
ear. 

More important, however, than the above precautions, is the 
proper selection of cases. A glance at the mechanical arrange- 
ment of the nasal cavities will show us that a stream of water 
thrown up through one nostril passes into the post-nasal cavity, 
and, being prevented from passing into the lower pharynx by the 
soft palate, which is raised, will flow out through the other nostril. 
If, as is frequently the case in nasal catarrh, the nostrils are more 
or less obstructed by deviation of the septum, exostosis or cchon- 
drosis of the septum (if I may be allowed to coin a word to des- 
ignate the localized thickening of the cartilaginous portion of the 
septum), or by anterior or posterior hypertrophies of the erectile 
tissue covering the turbinated bones and by polypi, the easy out- 
flow of the fluid is prevented, it accumulates in the post- nasal 
cavity, and is forced into the middle ear, the frontal sinus, and 
-even into the antrum, giving rise to inflammation of the mucous 
membrane lining these cavities. It frequently occurs that the 
hypertrophies act as valves, allowing the fluid to pass up, but pre- 
vent it from flowing out again. This is especially noticeablein cases 
of posterior hypertrophies, which, being attached to the turbinated 
bones by a sort of pedicle, are forced by the inflowing current 
into the post-nasal cavity, thus making room for the liquid to pass 
in, but are tightly wedged into the nostril by the return current, 
and prevent any outflow. 

In cases where the tissue is not sufficiently hypertrophied to 
cause an obstruction to the current of liquid from the nasal douche 
under ordinary conditions, it will swell up and cause obstruction 
when an acute congestion is present, or if the fluid used is too 
cold or not of the proper density. The same objections hold good 
when the post-nasal syringe or douche is used, for an obstruction 
in the nostrils also causes in this case an accumulation of liquid in 
the post-nasal cavity. 

It will therefore be seen that the nasal douche should be used 
only in those cases of nasal disease in which there is no obstruc- 
tion in the nostrils, but where there is an accumulation of secretion 
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which, becoming inspissated, gives rise to the fetid odor noticed 
in ozjena. A copious stream, such as can only be obtained from 
the anterior or posterior nasal douche, is needed to remove the 
dried crusts and thoroughly cleanse the nasal cavities, and I am in 
the habit of adding some soda or borax to the solution pf salt and 
water, because I have found that an alkaline solution dissolves and 
dislodges the crusts more readily than a neutral one. The amount 
of salt should of course be reduced in proportion to the addition of 
the alkali — Philadelphia Med, Times. 



HOW TO EXAMINE A SICK CHILD. 



Translated by R. Mat as, M.D. 



Dr. Decroizilles inaugurated his course of paediatry, at the chil- 
dren's hospital, by indicating the method to be followed in the ex- 
amination of sick infants for the proper detection of disease. 

We summarize: 

If we are dealing with the newborn infant great advantage will 
be derived from an examination during sleep. If proper care is- 
taken not to waken the slumberer, an opportunity is offered to us 
for the favorable observation of the physiognomy, attitude, respi- 
ration and pulse. If awake, we should notice any peculiarity 
about its cry, the manner in which it takes the breast; we should 
closely examine its jaws to determine the existence of any abnor- 
malities of conformation, and if the lips are able to suck the ex- 
aminer's finger well. 

After these brief observations are made, the babe should be 
stripped and all the regions of its body should be successively sub- 
mitted to inspection. 

The normal attitude of the newborn infant is that of flexion, with 
the head dropped upon the breast; toward the end of the second 
month the head is maintained elevated; in the fourth or fifth the 
infant easily sits up; about the eighth or ninth it begins to support 
itself upon its feet, and, finally, at about the termination of the 
fourteenth or fifteenth month it attempts to walk. 

The cutaneous surface, which is usually very red during the 
first few days, may assume a yellow icteroid tinge on the third or 
fourth day' It does not attain its definite color till the fourth 
month. 

To examine the grown up infant is a more difiicult matter. It 
becomes necessary sometimes to recur to forcible measures, but 
these should always be practiced with gentleness. 

The examination in such cases should begin as before, by di- 
vesting the little patient of all his garments in order that an exact 
*' inventory '^ may be taken of his body. 

The wrappings which envelope the child should be minutely 
examined, so that the nature of the alvine discharges and the char- 
acter of the urinary secretion be properly ascertained. If the dia- 
per is not damp with urine, a slight pressure over the hypogas- 
trium will usually suffice to cause the discharge of a certain quan- 
tity of this fluid. 
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As the infantile pulse is usually very rapid, the thermometer 
should be used regularly to recognize the presence of fever. 

The faces of infants are a matter of great importance in the 
study and diagnosis of their diseases. The healthy babe's face is 
usually calm and placid; it becomes contracted and corrugated 
upon the advent ot pain; choleraic disorders will cause a peculiar 
pinching of the faces and a characteristic drawing down of the 
oral angles; whilst pneumonia will tinge the cheeks with a cir- 
cumscribed blush. 

Once the existence of fever is recognized, an examination of the 
throat should never be neglected. To inspect an infant's throat is not 
always an easy matter, as most practitioners know. The child 
should be held firmly in the arms of some strong person in order 
that it may be rendered as passive as possible; the nose should be 
gently pinched between the thumb and index, in order to force it 
to open its mouth; then the introduction of the tongue depressor 
will become an easy measure. 

Auscultation should always be practiced directly with the ear 
over the chest. The vesicular murmur in a child is always more 
intense than in the adult; and on a level with the great bronchial 
trunks, over the spine and scapular regions, it is remarkably rein- 
forced, so that it assumes a rude and almost bronchial character. 

The heart's sounds are louder and clearer than in the adult. 
Their maximum intensity is heard only over one place, the third 
intei costal space, to the left. 

In the infant, percussion should succeed auscultation. 

The pulmonary resonance extends, posteriorly, to the twelfth 
dorsal vertebrae; on the right to the tenth and eleventh only; in 
front and to the left it extends to the fourth or fifth rib, and on the 
right side to the third only. — Nevj Orleans Med, and Surg. your. 

The Bacillus of Tuberculosis. — The Allegemeine Medicin- 
ische Central Zeitung and the Berliner Klinische Wochenschrift 
for April ist contains a brief reference to the discovery by Dr. 
Robert Koch of the bacillus of tuberculosis. This be has suc- 
ceeded in cultivating through six or eight generations without di- 
minishing its power. The bacillus, as far as has 3'et been proved, 
is identical both in men and animals. By inoculation, as well as 
by injection into the vessels, Koch has succeeded in producing 
acute miliary tuberculosis as well as cheesy processes in animals 
otherwise free from tuberculosis. This small bacillus grows very 
slowly, and is essentially different from all the other pathogenic 
bacteria and micrococci. The full text of the paper is promised 
for an early date. 

Koch does not usually herald his discoveries until they are pretty 
well proved. Moreover, his late onslaught upon Grawitz for rush- 
ing in unseemly haste to unwarranted conclusions in regard to the 
inoculation of fungi furnishes an additional guaranty, if such be 
needed, that he is not likely to choose the present moment himself 
for abandoning those habits of exact method and care which have, 
as a rule, characterized his work hitherto. Our readers are likely 
to hear of this discovery again. — Boston Med, and Surg, your. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Foreign Bodies in the Air Passages. — This paper was sta- 
tistical, and contained generalizations from over one thousand 
cases which he had collected. The conclusions to which he had 
been led differed from those of most text-books, but were founde<l 
upon a careful comparison of the results obtained by prompt sur- 
gical interference and 'those which followed spontaneous expul- 
sion: His conclusions were: 

1. When a foreign body is lodged either in the larynx, trachea 
or bronchia, the use of emetics, errhines, or similar means, should 
not be employed, as they increase the sufferings of the patient and 
<lo not increase his chances of recovery. 

2. Inversion of the body and succussion, though sometimes use- 
ful, are dangerous; and should not be practiced unless the wind- 
pipe has been previously opened. 

3. The presence simply of a foreign body in the larynx, trachea, 
or bronchia, does not make bronchotomy necessary. 

4. While a foreign body causes no dangerous symptoms, bron- 
chotomy should not be performed. 

5. While a foreign body remains fixed in the trachea or bronchia, 
as a general rule, bronchotomy should not be practiced. 

6. When symptoms of suffocation are present, or occur at fre- 
quent intervals, bronchotomy should be resorted to without delay. 

7. When the foreign body is lodged in the larynx, there being 
no paroxysms of strangulation, but an increasing difficulty of res- 
piration from oedema or inflammation, bronchotomy is demanded. 

8. When the body is movable in the trachea, and excites fre- 
quent attacks of strangulation, bronchotomy should be performed. 

Dr. Mears told of a case where he had been removing a tongue, 
and an assistant let a sponge, which was not firmly enough at- 
tached to a probang, drop into the patient's larynx. He opened 
the trachea at once — not by dissection, but by plunging the knife 
boldly into the trachea. He also narrated some particulars of a 
case which had been under treatment for serious pulmonary dis- 
ease. The boy was one day swinging, when he fell out upon his 
face on the ground, where a penny was found which he had then 
expelled frjm his lung. After this all the symptoms gradually 
disappeared and the patient got well. He also told of a case in 
which a distinguished surgeon operatecT, and the instant the tra- 
chea was opened a coin was expelled from the wound. — Dr. Weist 
in Amer. Surg. Associatiofi. 

The Rational and Routine Treatment of Venereal Dis- 
ease. — Dr. Post asked if the reader would include excision of the 
primary lesion with the cautery. 

Dr. Greenough answered yes. 

Dr. Post mentioned that of the large number of cases seen by 
him at Chelsea, the character of the primary sore was almost al- 
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Avays masked by the use of ** blue-stone/' which is so universal 
4imong seamen. 

Dr. Langmaid expressed his surprise at the sweeping strictures 
of the reader on caustics, for, while agreeing in the main, his own 
experience had given him great faith in the application of nitric 
acid and acid nitrate of mercurv. He believed he secured better 
results than w^ith iodoform, and avoided the disagreeable smell of 
the latter, often a matter of great importance. The pain from the 
application of the acid nitrate of mercury was at first severe, but 
could be very much controlled by the preliminary application of 
carbolic acid. 

In regard to the so-called secondary and tertiarv ulcerations of 
the mouth and throat. Dr. Langmaid dissented from l)r. Greenough. 
He found in these cases great good to result from the occasional 
application of acid nitrate of mercury, together with constitutional 
treatment. He had seen the most obstinate ulcers heal repeatedly 
under this method of treatment, and even the perforations of the 
hard palate, which are usually considered as hopeless. 

In regard to the question of marriage. Dr. Greenough said that 
while he could not conceive of any combination of circumstances 
which would justify a physician in guaranteeing a patient who 
had had syphilis from the possibility of future relapses, he did 
think that in cases where treatment had been kept up for two 
years, and another year had elapsed without any relapse, the 
chances were decidedly against any manifestations of a specific 
nature either in the patient or his progeny. He thought that the 
number of cases of patients who, having had an attack of syphilis, 
went through life without ever hearing from it again, must be 
greater than formerly. Where, on the other hand, a patient has 
had relapses, he never can feel safe as to the future. 

Dr. Parks asked if Dr. Greenough believed in a sympathetic 
gonorrhoea! disease of the eyes that is not due to infection. The 
reader had never seen such a case, but it was described by older 
writers. 

Dr. Waterman asked if Dr. Greenough could giv€ any statistics 
as to the spontaneous cure of syphilis. 

The reader could not, but thought there must be quite a large 
number, judging from the very slight amount of treatment that 
many cases receive. In dispensary practice a large proportion of 
patients cease their attendance as soon as their symptoms have dis- 
appeared. He had known of cases where, from recklessness or 
carelessness, practically no systematic treatment had been followed 
ojt, and yet the disease seems to have been entirely eradicated. — 
Boston Med, and Surg. Journal, 

The Value of Pure Codeine. — In an article published in the 
Journal de Therapeutique^ Dr. Leblanc says: The reason why 
authorities differ as to the merits of codeine is probably due to the 
fact that it is frequently adulterated by admixture of chlorhydrate 
of morphia. Out of 100 samples of so-called codeine syrup, re- 
cently examined, 23 were found not to contain a particle of this 
substance. As far as my observations go, I have found codeine 



1 able becsuse of its mildness and the- 

to be a reliable ^<>P^"^%''fA\re dispelled without leaving any un- 

fadlity with whichJts ^"^^^^^^ ^re especially notable in cases of 

pleasant results. /^^^^ L^^ys so much so that I am inclined to 

Hcute and subBCute ^" ^^'^n elective sedative action on the 

believe this ^'^^^^^^^ bronchi and larynx. Under its influ- 

.^crtheSinff sensations in the larynx, which induce coughing 

ure speedily calmed, and the patient falls into a quiet and refresh- 

tnz sleep. Another advantage m favor ot codeine is, that it is well 

to^rated by those persons who, owing to nervous temperaments. 

or from some unknown idiosyncrasy, are unable to take morphine. 

There are a great many patients who, as it were, react against 

the effects of opium or morphia, either by experiencing nausea, or 

from a natural tendency to struggle against the hypnotic effects of 

fiiorphia, as soon as they begin to be felt. 

In such cases pure codeine gives most excellent results; its ef- 
fects are progressively soothing and culminate in a quiet sleep, un- 
attended by either giddiness or those strange sensations, amount- 
ing often to delirium, which frequently accompany morphia. 

From the foregoing observations, it would seem that codeine is 
a valuable remedy as a sedative in insomnia, colds, bronchitis, 
asthma and whooping-cough, provided it is perfectly pure. — Mied. 
and Surg", Reporter, 

Can a Man have Syphilis Twice. — The British Medical 
Journal reports the following valuable remarks by Mr. Jonathan 
Hutchinson, on this interesting topic: 

The man whom we have just seen offers a remarkable example 
of the occurrence of a second chancre soon after the first. His 
second sore has been, as I have repeatedly demonstrated, charac- 
teristically indurated. He is quite candid, and makes no doubt 
that this sore was the result of contagion. Yet it is barely a year 
since he had his first chancre, and this was followed by an erup- 
tion, of which he had scarcely got clear when this second sore oc- 
curred. The case is proof that a man may may have an indurated 
sore on the penis within a year of a former one, but it is not proof 
that he may have syphilis twice, for this patient has not as yet had 
any constitutional symptoms as the result of the last chancre. If, 
however, you ask me for an answer to the general question, Can a 
man. have true, complete syphilis twice? then I must reply clearly 
that he can. Such cases are rare — as rare, perhaps, as examples of 
second attacks of smallpox — but they do occur. 1 am at present 
attending a gentleman who has a terrible phagedenic chancre and 
rupial eruption, and who unquestionably had complete syphilis, 
chancre, sore-throat and rash seven years ago. I have also a sec- 
ond case nnder care, very much milder, but illustrating exactly the 
same fact, with almost precisely similar dates. Second chancres 
are, however, far more common than second attacks of constitu- 
tional syphilis. Many of them are the result of fresh contagion, 
but seem to have no power to produce constitutional symptoms; 
but others are not from contagion at all, but form in connection 
with a taint still remaining from i\\e first attack. It is a most im- 
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yortant fact that indurations may form in the penis, in every re- 
spect exactly like Hunterian chancres, not distinguishable in any 
way, and yet they may be merely recurred sores, and the products 
•of constitutional taint. I have seen this over and over again; and 
M. Alfred Fournier, of the St. Louis Hospital, has written a very 
instructive paper on this form of sore. In the case of our patient, 
it is obviously impossible to say, after the statement which I have 
just made, whether or not his present sore is the result of fresh 
•contagion. It may simply be a relapse, or it may be a gumma. 
He, however, confesses to exposure; and, as the sore followed in 
due course, it is probably true that he was afresh inoculated. Sec- 
«ond attacks of syphilis are sometimes, as in the case just mentioned, 
'very severe. The same has, I believe, been occasionally noted in 
recurred attacks of variola. As a rule, however, they are mild, or 
•even abortive. Third attacks may even occur; and so may, as we 
are told, third attacks of smallpox. We must explain such facts, 
I expect, by reference to individual peculiarity and idiosyncrasy, 
but it is important that they should be known. The belief that 
syphilis can occur but once in a lifetime is very widely spread 
among a certain class of the public. I have watched with amuse- 
ment the change in expression in many a young gentleman's face 
when he got my reply to his smiling suggestion — *'A man cannot, 
I suppose, have the disease a second time. — Med, and Surg. Rep. 

Physiological Effects of Prolonged Bathing. — In an inves- 
tigation on the above subject, published in Paris Medical, for De- 
cember, and giving a very accurate account of the effects which 
baths produce on the system, according to their duration and tem- 
perature, Dr. Thery has arrived at a number of conclusions which 
are both interesting and true. He says: A bath at 97° Fahrenheit 
is without effect on the circulation. All baths below 97® reduce 
the action of the heart. The beats, however, acquire greater en- 
•ergy. The pulse retains perfect regularity. Circulation is not re- 
duced in direct ratio with the temperature of the water, but it is 
influenced by the duration ot the bath. 

When baths of 75** or less are prolonged for an hour, arterial 

pulsation continues decreasing after exit from the water. Baths 

at or below the temperature of the body quicken circulation. This 

■acceleration is proportional to the temperature of the water. The 

pulse is irregular and the heart fluttering. 

Baths between 97** and 99** are without effect on animal heat. 
Baths below 97® reduce the temperature of the body. Baths be- 
tween 92® and 97® cause a loss of 0.97° to 1.46°; this reduction is 
obtained within half an hour; after this the thermometer remains 
■Stationary, even should the bath be continued for two hours. 

In baths at 86^ or under the fall in temperature is more gradual; 
it is in proportion to the duration of the bath. 

The nrst effect of a bath at 72^ or less causes a slight elevation 
of temperature. The fall in temperature obtained by means of a 
half hour bath at 93° is almost equal to that produced by a bath 
at 72° continued for an hour. After a bath above 82°, continued 
ibr an hour or two, temperature has an upward tendency, although 
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for the following twelve hours it remains from o.c to 1° below 
what it was before the bath. After a bath under 81 *', the ther- 
mometer continues falling during the next twenty minutes follow- 
ing exit. During the twelve hours following a prolonged bath, at 
from 64° to 81°, the thermometer indicates a reduction of i® to 
1.50^ fwDm the initial temperature. 

All baths at or above the temperature of the Itody produce a 
rise in central temperature. The rise, in proportion to the tem- 
perature of the water, is progressive. A bath at 108°, continued 
for nineteen minutes, raises the temperature of the body to 104®. 
A bath at 68° progressively raised to 95° produces a fall in tem- 
perature, A bath at 97° gradually reduced to 75° causes, as a first 
effect, a fall in temperature; but, subsequently, in proportion as 
the temperature of the bath decreases, that of the body rises. It 
is only between 91° and 97° that baths can be continued for a 
long time without causing suffering. 

In water, the sensation of cold acts by reflex action, first on the 
smooth muscular fibres, and later on the striated. 

Hot baths predispose to syncope; they are followed by profuse 
perspiration. 

All baths, when long continued, are debilitating. — Med, and 
Surg. Reporter, 

Shall the Travelling Mesmerizer be Abolished. — A new 
and curious medico-legal question has recently been raised in the 
Swiss courts, an account of which is given in th'e Corrcspondenz- 
Blatt 

In 1880-81 a famous "magnetizer," Donato, traveled through 
Switzerland giving exhibitions. One of the results was the de- 
velopment of a furor for mesmerizing each other, especially 
among the young people. In July, 1881, a young girl applied for 
admission to the Maternity Hospital at Berne, saying that she was 
pregnant. She stated further that, being visited by a young man 
one evening, he mesmerized her and then violated her person. 
She was delivered of a child in September. Her story reached 
the ears of the "juge d'instruction" of Berne. He caused the 
matter to be investigated. Dr. Ladame, of Neuchatel, was ap- 
pointed to investigate the matter. He did so, and gave a very 
elaborate report thereon. The question is, he says, an entirely new 
one in medical jurisprudence. There exist only four cases reported 
in medical literature. 

These four cases are cited at length by Dr. Ladame, with the 
opinions of experts given upon them at the time. In one case the 
plea was asserted to be a fraud, because the woman was able to 
give a fnll account of the affair. This, in all cases, it was agreed, 
showed that the state produced could not have been a hypnotic 
one. 

The other cases showed that violation could take place during 
" nervous sleep " without the knowledge and against the desire oF 
the woman. 

This opinion, sustained by Tardieu, Brouardel and others, is one- 
which would naturally be drawn from the known characteristics- 
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of this peculiar condition; and it may become a matter of import- 
ance in the future that this fact be known to medical men. 

The question will at once follow whether traveling mesmerizers 
should not be forbidden to exercise their arts. The influence 
which they exert upon the health of their subjects is certainly not 
good. Should it become known that mesmerizing is a simple 
thing, ;ind that a certain per cent, of young women arc susceptible 
to the hypnotic condition, bad results to morals might follow. 

On the other hand, the plea that violation was done by the help 
of mesmeric practices will almost always be difficult to prove. 
Dr. Brouardel, indeed, asserts that since the researches of Charcot 
it is possible to distinguish absolutely the hypnotic condition from 
simulation. This view is not, however, as yet generally accepted. 

We trust that the subject may continue as rare and novel as it is 
now, though this can hardly be expected. — JV. T. Med. Record. 

Treatment of Bone Felon. — While looking over The Drug- 
gists Circular of a late date, my attention was directed to an arti- 
cle headed " Bone Felon," in which the writer has oflered a reme- 
dy for its cure, and which, he states, was copied from the London 
Lancet. The remedy is as follows: As soon as the disease makes 
its appearance, apply to the spot a fly blister, about the size of 
your thumb nail, and let it remain for six hours, at the expiration 
of which time, directly under the surface of the blister, may be 
seen the felon, which can be instantly taken out with the point of 
a needle or lancet. 

Permit me here to state, that while I consider the London Lan- 
cet a most valuable work of its kind, and ganerally excellent au- 
thority on w^hich to base our opinions respecting the nature and 
mode of treating diseases, yet I am free to confess that I have but 
little or no faith in the remedy which it oflTers for the cure of bone 
felon. 

Any one who has studied carefully the history or nature of this 
complaint, or has had much experience in the treatment of it, 
knows full well that the simple application of a fly plaster to the 
part aflfected will not cure it. 

This disease is not, as many suppose, simply a swelling of the 
soft parts of the finger, or a collection of matter under the skin, 
but a disea.se more deeply seated — a disease of the bone and peri- 
osteum, or the membrane surrounding the bone and giving nour- 
ishment and vitality to it 

When this bone or its membrane is seriously injured from any 
cause whatever, inflammation is set up, the membrane as well as 
the bone becomes morbidly sensitive, matter collects under it, and 
by its continued accumulation, presses upon and distends the part, 
giving rise to the excruciating pain which is always experienced 
in this disease. 

Admitting this to be the true character of the complaint, what 
is the remedy to be applied? It is a very simple one, and which 
any person with the least nerve can readily and quickly perform. 
With a sharp knife or razor lay the part freely open to the bone.. 
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This will give exit to the matter, and by relieving the distention 
of the diseased parts will afford instant relief. 

All that now remains to be done is to apply a slippery elm, flax- 
seed, or bread and milk poultice. The addition of a' little lead 
water to the poultice will assist in allaying the excitement in the 
parts and add materially to its curative effects. — Dritgghtss Cir- 
cular, 

Case of Pregnancy in a Woman at the Age of Sixty-two. 

— Cases of pregnancy occurring in women who have passed the 
half century, and more especially in one who has borne over a 
score of children, ar^* undoubtedly of extreme rarity. 

Early on the morning of 29th November. 1880, Dr. W.John 
Kennedy, of Dalkeith (Edinburgh Medical Journal June, 1082), 
was summoned to attend Mrs. M., residing in Back street, Dal- 
keith. Patient was sixty-two years of age, her catamenia had 
generally been regular (the last occurring in the middle of. Febru- 
ary), and she was in her twenty- third pregnancy. On arrival, Dr. 
K. found labor going on naturally, os well dilated, pains strong 
and regular, and the head presenting. Having waited a short 
time, and finding that the expulsive powers showed no signs of 
rupturing the membranes, he punctured them, after which four or 
^\^ pains sufficed to expel the child. 

Naturally, the first question which arises in one's mind is, are 
the data on which this woman's age is set down at sixty-two cor- 
rect.'* In regard to this. Dr. K. calls attention to the following 
points in evidence: 

1st. The statements made to him by the woman herself These 
were given freely and explicitly, and the m(;st careful cross-exam- 
ination entirely failed in producing any contradictions. Besides, 
there was no possible object to be gained by the woman fabricat- 
ing such a remarkable history as that given by her. 

2d. The fact that Mrs. M. was a nurse imder Dr. K. in 1870, 
when she said that she was over fifty; and certainly she had quite 
the appearance of a woman of that age. 

3d. The number of confinements which she had had at term, 
namely, twenty (one twin), with the addition of three miscar- 
riages. -^ 

4th. The fact that in June, 1879, when her third husband ap- 
plied to the parochial board at Selkirk for relief, he stated his 
wife's age to be sixty years, i. e., sixty -one in the following Octo- 
ber. 

From a medico-legal point of view, Dr. K. ventures to think 
that this cj^se presents some features of special interest. Whilst it 
is impossible to lay down a hard and fast rule as to the age beyond 
which a woman may not conceive and bear a child, still every 
well-authenticated case of pregnancy at an advanced age is of 
value, as showing how late in lite a woman may have, and actually 
has had, a child. It may be said roughly that the child-bearing 
age in woman ceases between forty and fifty; but as impregna- 
tion may take place at exceptionally early periods of life, so it may 
also occur at ages considerably beyond fifty. In a table given in 
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Taylor's Medical Jurisprudence j(iS65, p. 876), there are twelve 
cases quoted at ages from fifty to fifty-four. In the same work 
there is also a case mentioned in which a healthy woman bore a 

•child at the age of sixty, menstruation having continued up to 
that time. Two others at sixty-three and sixty-five are noted, but 
their authenticity is doubted. lie also gives two cases, recorded 

•by Haller, in which women at sixty-three and seventy bore chil- 
dren. — Amer. Jour, Ob. 

The Scientific Principles of Inhalation. — In the British 
Medical Journal, Dr. Robert J. Lee thus writes: 

The important relation recently shown to exist between septic 
• agents difiused in the atmosphere and certain forms of pulmonary 
disease, is receiving so much attention that it is well to consider 
the scientific principles on which it depends. Experiments show 
that it is possible to diffuse antiseptic agents in the atmosphere by 
-evaporation, and that organic substances may be preserved in such 
atmosphere without decomposition; or, in other words, that the 
air may be treated as a fluid, and be charged with antiseptics 
which prevent bacterial development. Now, when we burn any 
of the hydrocarbons or gum-resins, we do not volatilize them, and 
the air is rendered antiseptic, except to the extent that a certain 
amoimt escapes unburnt and is diffused. It follows, from this, 
that destruction of the antiseptic agent must be avoided. After 
numerous experiments — and the general results of those made a 
few years ago were presented at the Cambridge meeting of our 
Association — it appears that carbolic acid is the only antiseptic, as 
far as I know, which can be volatilized in a definite and constant 
manner. This is a most important fact in treatment, and deserv- 
ing attention. If a solution of i part of carbolic acid in 80 of wa- 
ter be distilled under slight pressure, the vapor will contain the 
same proportion of the acid as the solution during the process of 
boiling; so that we can obtain vapor of any strength and diffuse 
it in the atmosphere. Other antiseptics are either more or less 
volatile; as, for example, thymol, which comes oft' very rapidly 
from the boiling water, as does also benzoic acid: so that they are 
not convenient for inhaling. 

It is also necessary to observe that vaporizing a solution in the 
form of spray does not volatilize the antiseptic to any great ex- 
tent, since the dew settles quickly on the neatest surfaces, and 
-does not rise and diffuse itself as the vapor of steam does. 

Again, the sprinkling of solutions on clothes does not necessa- 
rily secure difiusion of the agent; for, at the ordinary temperature, 
the agent may not evaporate, but will remain in the texture of tl e 
cloth. There are other details which will occur to those who re- 
flect on these matters, and will secure success as may fairly be ex- 
pected from the scientific use of atmospheric disinfectants. I 
trust that I shall be forgiven for egotism in saying that I tliink 
the small inhaler exhibited by Maw, Son & Thompson for me, at 
the International Sanitary Exhibition at the present time, affords 
ihe most convenient and scientific means of atmospheric disinfec- 
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tion; and that, until more perfect methods arc otiered to the pro- 
fession, I believe it will be found deserving of more general at- 
tention than it has yet received. — Med. and Surg. Reporter. 

Tonsillotomy by Ignipuncture. — The British Medical Jour- 
nal, after commenting on the dangers of removing hypertrophied 
tonsils by all of the old methods, says: " It is now alleged thatwitii 
the thermo-cautery this serious accident (hemorrhage) is no longer 
to be dreaded. M. Krishaber, who has tried it during two years,, 
and has collected more than forty cases ("Annales des Maladies- 
de r Oreille et du Larynx") has never had any accident after this 
treatment, and the results obtained have been lasting. It is like- 
wise a novel application of a method which he has found per- 
fectly successful for granulations of the larynx and pharynx. He 
proceeds as follows: The patient is placed — firmly, if a child — as 
if for laryngoscopic examination, in front of the operator, the 
mouth open, the tongue held back by a large spatula, the bottom 
of the throat well illuminated. M. Krishaber generally uses. 
Paquelin's narrow-pointed thermo-cautery, heated to red heat. 
When it is only required to modify the nutrition of the gland, he 
gives preference to Trouve's pol3'SCopic galvano- cautery. The 
puncture of the gland, made as deeply as possible with the point 
of the instrument, should be repeated ?iw^ or six times at each 
sitting. An interval of two or three days is left between the sit- 
tings, so as to allow the fall of the eschar, and to estimate the re- 
sult. The operation is not at all painful, and pain from burning is 
rarely felt. Nothing need be administered after the operation ex- 
cept, in some cases, a gargle of warm water, slightly carbolized. — 
Med. and Surg. Rep. ^ 

Swallo^ving a Baby. — Dr. J R. Harwell, M. D., reports \n 
Nashville Medical Journal (Nashville, Tenn.) the case of a little 
child who swallowed a small china doll: " It was about an inch in 
length, by about three lines in thickness, with legs extended, and 
arms flexed at the elbow, so as to be at right angles with the baby. 
The arms measured from the elbow to the end of the hand about 
four lines. When the doll slipped into the pharynx there was an 
involuntary spasmodic eflbrt to expel it, and, no doubt, it was ar- 
rested in the oesophagus for a few moments before passings 
through the cardiac orifice, as, in addition to indications of im- 
pending suflfocation, the little patient complained for a short time 
of acute pain in the region of the stomach. This, however, soon 
passed oft and she fell into a quiet slumber, in which condition I 
found her. On awaking she complained of no pain, and, assur- 
ing the frightened young ladies that, in my humble opinion, the 
danger was passed, I left. The next morning the doll was found 
in the dejections of the child, having traversed the entire alimen- 
tary canal. This, of course, gave inexpressible relief to the mind 
of the anxious mother, who carefully laid the doll away to become 
a family relic, to be exhibited in the years to come, on account of 
its associations and wonderful adventures. Though asked to do- 
something to rid the stomach of the doll, I declined to do so, be- 
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lieving it to be iniiocuous, and that it would easily pass through 
the intestinal tract without ill eftect. Emetics, with the view of 
expelling the foreign body, would have been highly improper, and 
even dangerous, as the irregular shape of the doll made it liable to 
lodge in the crsophageal tract." 

The Feeding of Infants. — This subject was di eussed at the 
one hundred and twelfth annual meeting of the Medical Society 
of the State of New Jersey, at Spring Lake, New Jersey, May 
28 and 29, 1878. Special Report for the Medical Record, Vol. 
13, No. 23. (Extract from the report.) "Answers to this ques- 
tion differed with, the residence of the physician — the conntry and 
city manifesting each its peculiar needs. The mother's milk is 
generally conceded to be the best for the infant, but even when 
this is abundant, it may be disadvantageous for the individual liv- 
ing on it, and a substitute be necessary. Country practitioners 
recommend cow's milk as the best substitute, while manv in cities 

' ml 

and towns speak highly of condensed milk. Of the preparations 
so various and so highly commended by those who put them on 
the market, the Imperial Granum seems to hold the first place in 
the estimation of medical observers. All agree in condemning the 
use of nursing-tubes as unclean, even with the best of care.'' 

Can Dreams be Controlled? — The Lancet says that a French 
investigator, M. Delaunay, finds, from experiments upon himself, 
that the character of his dreaming may be (Controlled by stimulat- 
ing various portions of the brain by means of heat. By covering 
his forehead with a layer of wadding he gets sane, intelligent 
dreams. He has also experimented on modes of lying, which fa- 
vor the flow of blood to particular parts, increasing their nutrition 
and functional activity. He has observed that the dreams he has 
while lying upon his back are sensorial, variegated, luxurious. 
Those experienced when on the right side are mobile, full of ex- 
aggeration, absurd, and refer to old matters; but those produced 
when on the left side are intelligent and reasonable, and relate to 
recent matters; in these dreams one often speaks. These observa- 
tions may be correct, so far as M. Delaunay is concerned, but most 
people who lie on their back, especially after eating, are apt to 
find their dreams .my thing but luxurious. — Med, and Surg. Re- 
porter, July 15, 1882. 

Treatment of Facial Erysipelas by Scarifications and 
Opium. — Dr. V. Netzetzky, of Russia, describes (Vracheb. Ve- 
dom. No. II, 1882) a treatment of erysipelas successfully practiced 
by native barbers, and consisting in numerous superficial vertical 
scarifications made by a razor over the whole diseased part. After 
the bleeding spontaneously stops, they moisten the affected surface 
by an aqueous solution of opium (two grains to the drachm), and 
cover with a layer of cotton wool. Rapid cure follows, as the au- 
thor alleges; he himself observed two cases successfully treated 
in this way. — ^V. 2". Med. Record. 
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Recent Advances in Urinary Analysis. — Among the more 
or less recent additions to our knowledge of urinary analysis, Lo- 
bisch (Wien. med. Woch., Dec. lo, 17, 1S81) giveis the following 
as the more important: i. The absorption of carbolic acid in 
large (toxic) quantities js marked by the disappearance from the 
urine of the sulphates which furnish a precipitate with barium 
chloride, the reason being that most of the sulphur compounds 
have entered into combination with the phenol, and in this state 
are not acted upon by this precipitating agent. 2. The presence 
of an abnormal quantity of indican in the urine has beeu noted in 
cei'tain wasting affections, as well as in peritonitis and intestinal 
obstruction. 3. Peptonuria occurs chiefly in connection with sup- 
perative processes on any part ol' the body, and in croupous pneu- 
monia. 4. Chyluria is found in fatty degeneration of the urinary 
tract, in malignant tumors, especially of the pancreas, in phospho- 
rus poisoning, acute vellow atrophy of the liver, fat embolism, etc. 
-^JV. r, Med. Jour, ' 

Simple Treatment of Excessive Sweating. — Dr. T. H. Cur- 
rie, of Lebanon, says, in the Michigan Med, News: " For over 
thirty years I have used the following prescription, without a sin- 
gle failure, in sweats from whatever cause: ''Alcohol, O. j; sul- 
phate of quinine, 3 j. Wet 2j small sponge with it and bathe the 
body and limbs, a small surface at a time, care being taken not to 
expose the body to a draft of air in doing it. In one case a neigh- 
boring physician was poisoned while dressing a mortified finger. 
He suffered untold rrtisery and was drenched with perspiration for 
a number of days, and his life despaired of. When I saw him, I 
ordered him to be bathed immediately in the above solution, and 
that this be repeated once in two hours. The third application 
jrtopped all perspiration, and convalescence began at once." — A". T. 
Med, Record, 

Comparative Size of Drops. — ^The following table approxi- 
mately gives the average number of drops in a fluid drachm of 
the various classes of U. S. P. preparations: 



Sulphuric ether 174 



Fluid extracts 141 V^inegars 77 



Mixtures 80 



Spirits 141 

Tinctures 136 

Volatile oils 131 

Oleo-resins 124 

Acids (3 exceptions) 123 

Wines 106 

Fixed oils 103 

Sy'ps containing fl. cxts. . . 07 
— Rxchanoe, 



Sy'p not containing f exts. 69 
Solutions ( I exception)... 66 
Diluted acids 61 

EXCEPTIONS. 

Sol. nitrate of mercurv. ... I'll 

Nitromuriatic acid 76 

Muriatic acid 70 

Sulphurious acid 159 



The Alienist and Neurologist cites the case of a family in which 
there were three idiotic boys. One of these was so unfortunate 
as to accidentally receive such a blow on his head as had the eftect 
of causing suflicient change in his mental condition as to enable 
his parents afterward to make a lawyer out of him. 
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Codeia in Diabetes. — In the British Medical Journal, Dr. R. 
Shingleton Smith relates some cases of diabetes treated by codeia, 
in which this drug produced very good effects. It has a remark- 
able power of checking the elimination of sugar, and a correspond- 
ing improvement in the health of the patient results. It would 
appear that alkalies and all other methods of treatment are far in- 
ferior to the treatment by codeia, which may be considered to have 
almost a specific action on the disease. The facts seem to justify 
decided language with regard to the use of codeia, which should 
not be permissive, but imperative, in all cases of advanced diabetes 
mellitus; whatever else may be given, codeia should first be given, 
and in fairly large doses, until some physiological effect is pro- 
duced. Even dieting appears to sink into insignificance, alongside 
of codeia, and in one case this drug alone was suflficient without 
any dieting, the patient being on a mixed diet all the time. — Amer. 
Med, Weekly. 

Hydrophobia Cured. — The treatment consisted in giving one 
part of potassium bromide (60 to 120 grains) a day, with. syrup of 
codeine, chloral, and in addition to this a subcutaneous injection of 
nitrate of pilocarpine, repeated 3 to 4 times a day at first, but after- 
wards onlv twice. Under the influence of this treatment, the crisis 
was little removed; dysphagia diminished, then ceased; agitation 
disappeared, the appetite returned, and at the end of fifteen days- 
the cure was considered complete. 

Detection of Vesical Calculi in Children. — Volkmann sug- 
gests the following: The bladder is to be nearly empty, and under 
the inffuence of anesthetic, an examination is to be made with the 
left hand in the rectum. The right hand presses firmly above the 
symphisis pubis, forcing the bladder down upon the rectum. In 
this way even small calculi can be detected, although he has gen- 
erally found them to be larger when extracted than he had ex- 
pected on examination. — N, C. Med, your. 

Hydrate of Chloral and Tinct. Iodine. — According to the 
authority of Pavesi, the therapeutic powers of tincture of Iodine 
are increased by the addition of cnloral hydrate, which dissolves 
in it without decomposition, and is readily miscible with water 
without precipitation. This combination possesses remarkable he- 
mostatic virtues, from its marked coagulating powers over albu- 
men. — Pacific Medical yournal. 

An Irish Hermaphrodite. — Two Irishmen, having been rather 
intimate with a certain young woman, were compelled by other 
members of the family to make provision for the prospective off- 
spring. If it turned out to be a boy, by mutual agreement, Pat 
was to take care of it; if a girl, that duty was to devolve on Mike. 
After several months of suspense, Mike came one day running 
towards Pat, his face beaming with a smile of the utmost satisfac- 
tion. "Hello, Pat, the bloody thing has come!" "Well/' says Pat^ 
"what is it, a boy?" "No." "What, then, a girl?" "No, it's a 
d — d navffar." — Obst. Rev, 



. fiff. .Ue(/ical Annals, Dr. F. C. 




yyns taken to ^'";';"^'J ^;,„e.s opened. It is now perfectly transpa- 
niui h:i!^ ''*''*^" ^^.^ ^ tfcr coiot\ and has a fresh, urinous, slightly bal- 
trnL of «' cltritt ^' , ^eini-rtocculent deposit covers the bottom of 



notes made 
fourth. The 
icroscopic ex- 
urinc. No 
*""f'\ycre noted and none are now seen. I'he specimen seems to 
f^* \iitc the same as when freshly voided, and i.s manifestly in- 
J j^jj-yt. iiml of considerable interest. — JAu/. and Sur^. Rep. 

Ataxy and Sewing Machines. — In the I'nion Medicale, M. 
Octave Guelliot contributes a valuable paper on two cases of loco- 
jnotor ataxy in women employed on sewing machines. In hysteri- 
cal women, working at the sewing machine seems to be, in certain 
cases, the occasional cause of the appearance of locomotor ataxy. 
The symptoms commence in the lower limbs and progress up- 
>vard. Shooting pains traverse the limbs from below upward. 
Improvement is noticed when the patient rests, and it may last a 
long time. Working at the machine by means of a treadle proba- 
bly acts chiefly by the concussion, which is diffused throughout 
the spinal cord. Theret\>re, the continuous movement of the 
treadle is dangerous to the work-woman, and endeavors should be 
made to substitute some other motor for the foot- power. — A/ed. 
nnd Surjr. Rep. 

American Medical Association. — The Secretaay of the 
Surgical Section of the American Medical Association requests 
^11 gentlemen who are writing papers to be read before that sec- 
tion at its next meeting to notify him at least one month before the 
time of meeting. And also to give at the same time the titles of 
their papers and their probable length. By so doing the titles will 
bd published in time for the members to be prepared for the 
proper discussion of the various subjects. And he suggests that 
all gentlemen taking part in the debates reduce their remarks to 
writing, so that the report may be more accurate and valuable as a 
anirror ol present scientific thought. Communications should be 
addressed to W.vi. A. Byrd, M.D., Secretary Surgical Section, 
American Medical Association, 407 Jersey street, Qiiincy, Illinois. 
— Med. and Surg. Rep. 

A Neiv Cinchona Alkaloid. — Several English Chemists have 
found in Flucckiger's China cuprea an alkaloid which, although it 
in several respects closely resembles quinia, must nevertheless be 
considered a new one. It has provisionally been called cupreine. 
The Cuprea cinchona forms vast forests in Columbia, and has been 
exported since 187 1. It varies very much in value, some speci- 
mens containing no quinine, others up to two percent. — A>w Idea. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 

Curious Fact Concerning Boiling AVatcr. — At a recent 
Association Meeting, Mr. A.J. Haddock, A. 1. C, related the fol- 
lowing: A kettle filled with boiling water was hung in the hot- 
test room of some Turkish baths with the lid on. The tempera- 
ture of the surrounding air was 252° Fahr, After about an hour 
the temperature of the water wa& taken, and indicated, as was ex- 
pected, 242°. The kettle was then re- hung with the lid off. The 
temperature of the room was now 253°. In twenty minutes the 
temperature of the water had fallen to 185°, in thirty minutes to 
178°, in forty-five minutes to 170°, and was evidently still falling. 
The manager stated that it generally fell finally to about 140°, 
when a point of equilibrium seemed to be established, and the 
water neither got hotter or cooler. Mr. Haddock supposes this 
loss of heat was due to rapid evaporation, and conversion of the 
sensible heat of the water into the latent heat of steam, and as dry 
^ir is a very bad conductor of heat (one of the worst known), the 
heat required to convert a portion ot the water into steam had to 
be abstracted from the remainder of the water, thus lowering its 
temperature. In substantiation of this explanation, we know as 
a fact that if water is placed in a vessel over a large bulk of strong 
sulphuric acid, in the receiver of an air pump, and the air is ex- 
hausted, the rapid evaporation of one portion of the water will 
actually cause the rest to freeze. — Mineral Water Trade Review. 

Mica Masks. — A well known German manufacturer of mica 
wares, Herr Raphael, of Breslau, now makes mica masks for the 
face, which are quite transparent, very light, and aflected neither 
by heat nor by acids. They aflbrd good protection to all workmen 
who are liable to be injured by heat, dust or noxious vapors, ?ill 
workers with fire, metal and glass melters, stone masons, etc. In 
all kinds of grinding and polishing work the flying fragments re- 
bound from the artificial mica plates of the mask without injuring 
them. These plates are fixed in a metallic frame, which is well 
isolated by means of asbestos, so as not to be attacked by heat or 
acid. These masks allow the turning of the eyes in any direction; 
and, as against mica spectacles, they afford the advantage of pro-, 
tection to the whole face. In certain cases the neck and shoulders 
may also be guarded by a sheet ot cloth impregnated with fire- 
proof material, or by an asbestos sheet attached to the mask. The 
interval between the mica and the eyes allows of workmen who 
have poor eyesight wearing spectacles, and of workers with fire 
•or in melting operations wearing colored glass spectacles under 
the mask without fear of breakage of the glass, mica being such 
a bad conductor of heat. Where the mask has to be long worn, 
it is found desirable to add a caoutchouc tube, with a mouthpiece, 
for admission of fresh air; the tube passes out to the shoulders, 
where its funnel-shaped end (sometimes holding a moistened 
sponge) is supported. The mask has a sort of cap attached to it 
for fixture on the head. — Druggists' Circular. 
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The Center of Population. — The center of population in the 
United States was twenty-two miles from Baltimore in 1790, and 
has moved westward at the average rate of about fifty-one miles 
every decade, never deviating to the extent of a degree north or 
south of the thirty-ninth parallel. The greatest progress .vas be- 
tween the years 1850 and i860, when it traveled eigety-one miles^ 
from a point in Virginia to twenty miles south of Chillicothe^. 
Ohio. This movement wais caused by the settlement of the Pacific 
coast. The center of population in 1870 was forty-eight miles 
northwest of Cincinnati. According to the last census, the center 
had advanced westward fifty-eight miles, and deflected to the 
south about eight, being near the village of Taylorsville, Ken- 
tucky, about eight miles from Cincinnati. It is anticipated that 
the next census will find it in Jennings county, Indiana. Suppos- 
ing the westward movement of population to continue, the cen- 
tral point should cross the Mississippi about 1890 not far from the 
mouth of the Missouri. It is considered probable, however, that 
it will never go so far westward, as there are large areas in the 
west which are only adapted for mining and grazing pursuits, and 
will support but a scanty population. The increase in the region 
beyond the Mississippi, after the close of the present century, may 
not much more than counterbalance that of the rest of the country, 
in which case the center of population will remain almost station- 
arv in Southern Illinois. — Mechanical News, 

A Curious Bronze Coin was recently picked up on his land 
by a Cass county, Illinois, farmer. It was sent to Prof. F. F. Hil- 
der, of St. Louis, who niakes the following report: "Upon ex- 
amination I identified it as a coin of Antiochus IV., surnamed 
Epiphanes, one of the kings of Syria, of the family of the Seleu- 
cidaj, who reigned from 175 B. C. to 164 B. C, and who is men- 
tioned in the Bible (first book of Maccabees, chapter i, verse 10), 
as a cruel persecutor of the Jews. The coin bears on one side a 
very finely executed head of the king, and on the obverse a sitting- 
figure of Jupiter, bearing in his extended right hand a small figure 
of Victory, and in his left a wand or scepter, with an inscription 
in ancient Greek characters — basileos antiochou, epiphanous, 
and another word, partly defaced, which I believe to be nikepho- 
Rou; the translation of which is : King Antiochus, Epiphanes. 
(Illustrious) the Victorious. When found it was very much 
blackened and corroded from long exposure, but when cleaned it 
appeared in a fine state of preservation and but little worn." — 
Meclianical JVews. 

Dynamogen is the name of a new explosive, invented by M. 
Petri, a Vienna engineer. If the enthusiastic claims of the inventor 
are not an exaggeration of its merits, it will certainly prove a dan- 
gerous rival of gunpowder. — your, of C/ie»t, 

Materialists sometimes quote the words of Kant, "Give me mat- 
ter, and I will explain the formation of a world;" but they omit his 
other words, "Give me matter only, and I cannot explain the forma- 
tion of a caterpillar." — /dr(f. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULJE. 

For Tonsillitis. — ^T. P. Jones, M. D., has found the following 
of service: 

B Fl. ext ergot gtt xl. 

Acid carbolic gtt i. 

Aqu» S iss. 

M. (Shake.) Sig. — For throat atomizer, spray every half 
hour. 

If the tonsils are much swollen, a feeling as if soniething was 
pulling upon them is produced. This disagreeable feeling subsided 
after two or three times spraying. — Therapeutic Gazette, 

Iodine in Croupal Pneumonia. — According to the author — 
in uncomplicated croupal pneumonia — iodine and iodide potassium 
are specified if given within 36 hours after the commencement of 
the attack. Of 98 cases treated, and 10 of them with details of 
the treatment, the result was very satisfactory. He considers that 
iodine destroys the diseased germs and aborts the disease rapidly. 
The following formulae were used: 

B Tr. iodine 5 drops. 

Distilled water 120 grammes. 



Dose — A large spoonful every hour. Iodide potassium \\ grains 
in sweetened water everv hour. — Dr. Schwarts^ in Revista Madrid, 

To Remove Freckles. — 

B Oil of almonds, exp'd ; . .fl. J iv; 120.00 fl. Gm 

Lard 3 iij; 90.00 Gm 

Spermaceti 3 j ; 30.00 Gm 

Expressed juice of house-leek . . .fl. J iij; 90.00 fl. Gm 

Melt the spermaceti and lard together; add the oil and then the 
juice and stir the mixture until it solidifies on cooling. A few 
drops of some perfume, as cologne, maybe added. — OiTand JDruff 
News. 

Chandler's Chlorodyne. — 

B Muriate of Morphia 8 grains. 

Fluid extract of cannabis indica 30 minims. 

Oil ot peppermint 10 drops. 

Tr. of capsicum 15 drops. 

Chloroform 2 drachms. 

Alcohol I ounce. 

Glycerine i " 

Mix. Dose, ten to thirty drops in a wine glass of water. — Drug- 
gists' Circular, 
^ 3 
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Mistura Opii Composita. — At a recent pharmaceutical meet- 
ing of the Philailelphia College of Pharmacy, Prof Maisch com- 
municated a formula obtained from Dr. W. A. Hammond for the 
above mixture. It is made as follows: 

B Fl. extract of coca 2 ounces. 

Fl. extract of viburnum i ounce. 

Fl. extract of opium graveolens i ounce. 

The mixture is designated Mistura Opii Composita for conveni- 
ence, and forms an excellent nerve sedative and tonic. The dose 
is from one to two teaspoonfuls three times a day. — Druggisfs 
Circular. 

A Sedative Emmenagogue. — For a day or two antecedent to 
the actual commencement of the catamenial flux, women not in- 
frequently suffer acute pain in the pelvic region, doubtless due to 
hyperaemia and hyperaesthesia of the reproductive belongings. 
To obviate this, I have found no treatment give such satisfactory 
results as the following: 

B Codeiae sulphatis %^-]' 

Chloral hydratis ) 

A •• u -J* r aa er. xx 

Ammonn bromidi J - 

Acquae camphorae 3 j. 

M. For one dose. S. Take at bedtime. 

A repetition of the dose at that period is rarely necessary. In 
some cases a warm sitz-bath of fifteen minutes duration before re- 
tiring is a valuable adjuvant. — Western Med. Rep, — Vir, Med. 
Monthly, March, 1882. 

A New Remedy for Tapeworm. — According to Dr. H. Witt 
(St. Petersburg Medical Weekly Journal, April, 1882), the alka- 
loid pelletierinum, lately extracted from the bark of the root of 
the pomegranate, is the most certain of all remedies for tapeworm. 
In five cases where all other remedies had failed, about twenty-two 
grains of this drug, followed by a tablespoonful of castor oil, 
killed the worm, which appeared unbroken in the stool. The rem- 
edy is said to be perfectly tasteless. — Therapeutic Gazette. 

Salicylic Cream. — Dr. Alexander Ogston (Med. Times and 
Gazette) recommends as a valuable agent for keeping sponges, 
tents, instruments, etc., aseptic in the vagina, the following: 

B Acid salicylic (pulv.) i part. 

Glycerin or vaselin 4 o** 5 P^irts. 

Dr. Matthews Duncan recently commended this preparation to 
the London Obstetrical Society, stating that " he had used it with 
success in inducing premature labor and other operations." 

Granular Eyelids.- — If, on eversion, the lids present that pecu- 
liar velvety appearance present in granular lids, use some astrin- 
gent, such as sulphate of copper in crystal, or paint over the sur- 
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face a solution of nitrate of silver, forty grains to the ounce of 
water. It might be well also to apply once or twice a day the fol- 
lowing ointment: 

R H ydrarff. ox. rub ) , ,^ r^ 

Zincicarb [ ^^ g"". xv; 1.00 Gm. 

Ext. opii 9j; 1.3J Gm. 

Pulv. camphorae Rr. iij; 0.18 Gm. 

Ung. acquae rosae S ss; 15-00 Gm. 

M. Sig. Rub in a small piece on the lids once or twice daily. 
Afed. Bulletin. 

Mosquito Oil. — 

Oil of tar i ounce. 

Olive oil I ounce, 

Oil of pennyroyal, \ ounce, 

Spirit of camphor \ ounce, 

Glycerine \ ounce, 

Carbolic acid 2 drachms. 

M. Shake well before using. — Drug, Circular, 

Membranous Dysmenorrhoea. — Chlor. hydrate, pot. brom. 
aa^ii; morh. sulph. grs. iss; Syrup aurcorticis, 3 "i- Misci. Sig. 
A dessert spoonful in a wine glass of water every four hours 
while in pain. — Thomas, 

Cholera Pills. — ^The following prescription was recommended 
highly by the late Dr. Chas. Meigs as a cholera pill : 

R Morph. sulph 13 grains, 

Camphorae 20 grains, 

01. cajeputi 10 drops, 

Tragacanth 5 grains, 

Ext. %^r)k 15 grains, 

Syrp. acaciae, q. s. 

M. Ft Mass. et div. pil. No. 100. — Med. Bulletin. 

Neuralgia. — Dr. David L. Wallace, of Newark, N. J., recom- 
mends the following ointment for neuralgia through the columns 
of the Med. Record : 

R Veratriae 4 grains, 

MorphiaB 6 grains, 

Tr. aconit. rad \\ dracqms, 

VaselinaB i ounce. 

M. Sig. To be applied to painful part every fifteen minutes. — 
Peoria Med. Monthly. 

For Bites of Fleas. Etc. — The most agreeable and effective 
application to the skin is a tincture of the pyrethum roseum, made 
from the powder, shaken up in Eau de Cologne. — Med, So, Co, of 
Kings, 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



Wm. R. Warner & Co. — See their new and interesting ad- 
vertisement in our Journal. 

Parke, Davis & Co. — Read the attractive advertisement of 
this large establishment in this Journal. 

Post-Graduate Medical School. — See the advertisement 
of this new Institution in our Journal. 

T. Gaillard Thomas has accepted the chair of Clinical Pro- 
fessor of Diseases of Women in the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, New York. 

Lactopeptine. — See new advertisement of New York Phar- 
macal Association. Their Lactopeptine is now presented in an 
improved and pure form and free from unpleasant odor and taste. 
They present it also in a number of combinations, neat and ad- 
mirably suited to the wants of the practitioner. 

The Peptonoids — as prepared by Reed & Carnrick, we be- 
lieve to be excellent. We have a number of samples sent us by 
this excellent house for testing. We think them well worthy of 
trial. 



Read all of our advertisements. They will be found in- 
teresting and useful, and do not detract from our reading depart- 
ment which remains uniformly the same in every number. 

EMBALMING MA TCH, 

It appears that the undertakers had a convention in New York, 
and among other things an embalming match has been appointed 
for that city to ascertain the best method of embalming or preserv- 
ing the dead body. 

ENCOURAQINQ TO WOMEN DOCTOES. 

It is said that the President of Mexico has ordered a monthly 
appropriation of $30 to be made to a distinguished lady who has 
entered the study of medicine. 

EPIDEMIC URTICARIA. 

Urticaria, or nettle-rash, is so prevalent in Upper Georgia that 
some have considered it epidemic. This would not be more 
strange than the epidemic of Whitlow which prevailed all over the 
United States in or about the year 1850. 

A good treatment for urticaria in its acute form is a purgative 
dose of cream of tattar and sulphur, followed by low diet for a day 
or two. If periodic in character quinine should be given. 
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Quinine FLOWBB.~Dr. F H. Caldwell, of Sanford, Florida, has 
kindlyBeDtusaspeoimeD of the (/Sa66ato EUrottii) used in Florida 
for intermittent fever, which it is said to relieve in the same manner as 
quinine, producing the tinnitus aurium as does the sulphate of quinine. 
It is a 6mall weed with a delicate yellowish flower. We thank the 
Doctor, and will deposit his specimen in the Botanical department of 
The Southern Medical College museum. 



City and Country. — The October number of this valuable 
publication comes to our table filled as ever with good things. As 
illustrations it has "Chock full of Mischief" — a full page plate; 
**A Festival in a Shanghai Tea Garden," "The Lansing Evapora- 
tor," "Citv and Country Homes," and "The Hansell Raspberry." 
'^Honor's iDebt" is concluded in this issue, and a short serial, "A 
Strange Discovery," is commenced by Miss Josie C. Malott The 
editorials cover every ground, and the one on "Politics in Ohio" 
is able and will be largely quoted. "Articles on Farm Law" by 
Hon. Edmund H. Bennett still continues. This valuable publica- 
tion should be a regular visitor at every fireside. Only 50 cents 
per year with choice of two premiums. Will C. Turner, editor. 
A. W. Lincoln, associate. City and Country Co., publishers, 
Columbus, Ohio. 

The City and Country will be sent as a premium to any one 

sending us a new cash subscriber. 

R. C. Word, Man'g Editor. 



TRANSACTIONS OP THE MISSISSIPPI STATE MEDICAL 

SOCIEIY. 

The Society met at Oxford, on April 5th, 1882. The volume 
before us contains 170 pages plainly and neatly gotten out. 

The next place of meeting is appointed at Meridian on the ist 
Wednesday in April, 1883. 

The following are the contents of the volume, among which are 
some very creditable papers: 

President's address, by 1 >r. B. F. Wood: Alcohol. 

New Remedies, by Dr. B. F. Kittrell; Senecio Lobatus, by Dr. 
D. L. Phaies; Retained Placenta, by Dr. T. R. Trotter; Scarlet 
Fever, bv Dr. F. W. Daney; Traumatic Tetanus, by Dr. H. A. 
Grant; Abortive treatment of Puerperal Convulsions, by Dr. T. 
H. Gordon; Infantile Convulsions, by Dr. J. P. Moore; Puerperal 
Eclampsia, successfully treated with Veratrum viride, with cases, 
by Dr. N. L. Guice; Case of Perforation of the Illium by Worms, 
by Dr. T.J. Crofford; Three cases of Embryotomy, by Dr. J. D. 
Talbert; Spinal Curvature, by Dr. Chesley Daniel; Surgical cases, 
by Dr. W. R. Blailock. 

Report on the Surgery of Mississippi — By Dr. M. S. Craft. 
Cases reported by Dr. T. J. Crofford, of Coffeeville; Dr. R. C. 
Cunningham, of Verona; Dr. Geo. C. Phillips, of Lexington; Dr. 
J. M. Taylor, of Corinth; Dr. D. C. Montgomery, of Greenville; 
Dr. R. E. Jones, of Crystal Springs; Dr. E. L. McGehee, of Wood- 
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ville; Dr. J. E. Halhert, of Leota Landing; Dr. J. M. Green, of 
Aberdeen; Dr. S. V. D. Hill, of Macon; Dr. R. E. Edwards, of 
Edwards; Dr. F. W. Daney, of Holly Springs; Dr. W. R. Biai- 
lock, of Carthage; Dr. W. B. Sanford, of Corinth.; Dr. C. R. Hen- 
derson, of Deasonville; Dr. R. M. Young, of Corinth; Dr. J. H. 
Blanks, of Meridian; Dr. M. S. Craft, of Jackson. 
Obituary— Dr. W. P. Finlev. 

The following are the officers for the present year: 

President — Wirt Johnston, M.D., Jackson. 
Vice-Presidents — ist. J. M. Griffin, M.D., Aberdeen. 

2d. J. E. Halbert, M.D., Leota Landing. 

3d. J. T. Chandler, M.D., Oxford. 

4th. E. L. McGehee, M.D., Woodville. 
Recording Secretary, — T. W. FuUilove, M.D., Vaiden. 
Corresponding Secretary. — M. S. Craft, M.D., Jackson. 
Treasurer, — Robert Kells, M.D., Jackson. 
Orator,— G, W. Trimble, M.D., Grenada. 
Alternate Orator,—}. B. Sanford, M.D., Corinth. 

SANITARY CONVENTION, 

We are in receipt of a circular sent by Wm. H. Newell, M.D., 
Corresponding Secretary, and signed by a number of distin- 
guished gentlemen and prominent members of State Boards, ad- 
dressed to the Secretaries of the several State Boards in the United 
States, in which they say : 

"The undersigned would earnestly request your Board to ap- 
point one Commissioner and an Alternate Commissioner to meet 
Commissioners appointed by the National and various State 
Boards of Health of the United States, together with Commis- 
sioners appointed by the American Public Health Association, 
said Comissioners to assemble at Indianapolis, Indiana, on Wed- 
nesday. October i8th, 1882, at 9 o'clock, a.m., to take into consid- 
eration the question as to the best course to be pursued, which may 
result in holding a National Medical and Sanitary Exhibition in 
the year 1883. 

"You will oblige by informing us at your earliest convenience 
of the action taken by your Board of Health in the matter." 



8TA TE MEDICAL SO CIETY OF ARKANSAS. 

Transactions of State Medical Society of Arkansas, held in 
Little Rock, May 31st, 1882, Seventh Annual Session: 

A neat book of 163 octavo pages. It contains a list of the en- 
tire membership, and a list of all the officers during the several 
years of its existence, from the organization of the Society in 1875. 

We note a number of interesting papers, to-wit: 

The President's address, by R. G. Jennings, M. D., on State 
Legislation, State Board of Health, etc. 

Address on Medical Education, by W. H. Hawkins, M. D. 

Report of Committee on Medical Legislation, by Jas. H. South- 
all, M. D., Chairman. 
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A study of Red Blood Corpuscles, by T. E. Murrell, M.D. 

Bilious Fever of Arkansas, by M. D. Cantrell, M.D. 

Insanity and Insane Asylums, by P. O. Hooper, M.D. 

Clinical Notes and observations on Prevailing Fevers, by J. A. 
Dibrell, Jr., M.D. 

Plea for some neglected Branches in Medicine, by Geo. C. 
Hartt, M.D. 

Malarial Poison, by Z. Orto. M.D. 

Case of Obstruction of the CEsophagus from Scirrhus, by R. G. 
Jennings, M.D. 

Nymphomania Cured by Operation for Hemorrhoids, by Wm. 
H. Hardison, M.D. 

The Removal of an Impacted Calculus from the Urethra of a 
Child, by G. W. Hudson, M.D. 

Treatment of Croup, with Hydrargeri Sulphas Flava; A Case 
of Ununited Fracture of Tibia and Fibula; by J. Bennett, M.D. 

OFFICERS ELECT. 

President. — J. H. Southall, M.D., Little Rock, Pulaski county. 

Vice Presidents, — ^J. A. Dibrell, Sr., M.D., Van Buren, Craw- 
ford county; H. H. Turner, M.D., Ozark, Franklin countv; Z. 
Orto, M.D., Walnut Ridgre, Lawrence county; D.J. Prather,!Ni.D., 
Prescott, Nevada county. 

Secretary. — L. P. Gibson, M.D., Little Rock, Pulaski county. 

Assistant Secretary. — Edward Meek, M.D., Argenta, Pulaski 
county. 

Treasurer. — A. L. Breysacher, M.D., Little Rock, Pulaski 
count}'. 

Librarian. — John Waters, M.D., Little Rock, Pulaski county. 

The next meeting will be held at Little Rock, May 30th, 1883. 



BOOK NOTICES. 

The International Encyclopedia of Surgery, a Systematic 
Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Surgery, by Authors of 
Various Nations, Edited by John Ashurst, Jr., M.L)., Professor 
of Clinical Surgery in the University of Pennsylvania. Illus- 
trated witli Chromo-Lithographs and Wood Cuts. In Six Vol- 
umes. Vol. II. New York: William Wood & Co. McGarrity 
& Laird, Agents, Atlanta, G^. 1882. 

This, the second volume of the above great work, is a book 
containing 754 octavo pages. It is beautifully illustrated with col- 
ored plates and contains a vast amount of surgical information, 
ably presented and well up with modern advances and the most 
improved methods. "The present (or second) volume opens with 
articles upon those affections, such as Wounds, Burns, Abscesses 
and Gangrene, which, though local in themselves, may be met 
with in any region of the body. Then follow elaborate articles 
upon the various Venerial Diseases: Gonorrhea, the Simple Ve- 
nerial Ulcer or Chancroid, Syphilis, Vegetations, etc.; and in the 
latter part of the volume is begun the consideration of Injuries 
and Diseases of the various Tissues of the Body." 
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Fistula, Hemorrhoids, Painful Ulcers, Stricture, Pro- 
lapsus, and other diseases of the Rectum — their Diagnosis 
and Treatment. By Wm. Allingham, M. D., Fellow of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of England; Surgeon to St Mark's 
Hospital for Fistula and other Diseases of the Rectum, etc. 
Fourth revised and enlarged edition, with illustrations. Phila- 
delphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 1882. 

This work contains 165 octavo pages and much valuable and 
practical information little understood and greatly needed by many 
practitioners. 

Receipts will appear in next issue. 



SPECIA.L NOTICES. 



PABME, DAVIS A CO.— ThiB peat drug bonsb, of Detroit, MlohlgaD, have at- 
tained to a very high reputation as wholesale druggists and manu fact uHng chemists. 
Their indomitable enterprise in the importation and presentation of new drugs to 
the Profession is worthy of all praise, and their numerous reliable and elegant prep- 
arations have the ooufldeuce of the public and of the Medical Profession every- 
where. Bee their advertisement in this Journal. 

WM. B. WABNER A CO.— See the new advertisement Of this staunch house 
in the present issue of this Journal Their preparations are superior, and are varied 
to suit the demands of the practitioner in eYBTy case, and their Pf rvules well enable 
him to grade the dose to any desired age or condition of the patient ; certainly a 
great convenience to the busy practitioner, savina him the time and trouble of com- 
pounding and preparing his medicines, and made especially desirable in the fbct 
that the doses are accurate and the medicines pure and reliable. 

Pinna innndcnala.— Dr. Rumbo]d,of Bt. Louis, says: Kennedy's Ck>mi>ound 
Extract of Piirt78 Canadbmsib received. It is tbe only astringent I use in the 
throat. I consider it a yery valuable preparation. 

Celerincb— I hvae been using CsucRUfA in nervous diseases, particularly 
fhnetlonal diseases of the Heart, for some time, and I am satisfied that as now pre- 
pared it is a useful remedy. E FLETCHER INOALJ9, M. D., 

Professor Physiology, Hygiene and Clinical Medicine, Medical College of In- 
diana, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Nxw Cactlb, Pknn., May 17th, 1880. 

To Wk. F. Kibdui, Esq.--Bir: I have used JHYDROLKIBiE freely in my 

graotloe for the last three ur four months, and am well satisfied with its effects, as I 
ave prescribed it lu several oases that had been taking Cod-|jlver Oil without 
apparent benefit, and who Immediately began to improve under the use of Htdbo- 
LBiNB, and to this date the improvement seems to be permanent. 

H. p. PEBBLEB. M. D. 

Dr. J. n. Dors«i, of Texas says: I have been using HARTERIS IRON TONIC 
in my practice since 1875iaiid it has given me the most satisfoctorv results. I con- 
sider it a most excellent Tonic for General Debility and Nervous Prostration. 

BERD A CAUHBICM.—The polite and intelligent agent of this excellent house 
called at our office and exhibited a number of samples prepared by them. For neat- 
ness, beauty and excellence of combination they cannot be surpassed. We ask our 
readers to read their advertisement on next to last cover page in this Journal ; also 
the Beef Peptonolds advertisement, and to test their preparations. We have found 
them very useful In practice. 

NOW that the father of antiseptic surgery has placed carbolic acid under ban, 
and recommended eucalyptus as an efficient substitute for it, we would advise Phy- 
siclaus to give L,iaTERlSE a trial. Eucalyptus is one of its constituents ; and the 
preparation, being a perfect solution, is presented in a form most convenient lor 
general use.— X<oii&v<U« MecUeal Newt, June 25th, 1881. 

More of EI«JL10TT*S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to different parts of the country since Jan- 
uary iBt. The proprietor invites a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Bag in the maniet. The U. B. Government did this in Uf79, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard article. Bend for drcolar 
to A. A. MSLLIER, 7U0 Washington Avenue, Bt. Louis, Mo, 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 



A CASE IN PRACTICE. 



By G. a. Cook, M. D., ok Geor(;ia. 



Mr. A. M., set 33. Married gentleman, of moral habts, occiipir- 
tion is that of an accountant. 1 have known him for the past 
twelve years. Very early in the morning, on the 7th day of Octo- 
ber, I was called to see the case, reported to me, as being very 
sick. On my arrival, the patient told me he had to go to stool, 
and during the passage of faecal matter he felt something hook in 
his rectum, which* stopped the act of defecation, and which gave 
him very severe pain, from which he was at the time suftcring. 
Upon examination, I found, as he had stated, a hard foreign body, flat 
and of triangular shape, the sides ot which were an inch in tength, 
hooked in the mucous membrane of the rectum, about an inch 
above the sphincter. Not expecting to see anything appertaining 
to surgery, I had nothing but nature's forceps to work with, I suc- 
ceed in disengaging the foreign body, which proved to be » 
bone of the above shape and dimensions. This bone having 
cRtcred his alimentary canal some time since — probably a year or 
more ago, judging from the account of the patient ai>d appearance 
of the bone, it having imdergone a considerable discoloration, 
with marks on its flat sides and edges, as evidence that the ali- 
mentary juices had faithfully tried to put it in a condition for as- 
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similation. This foreign substance having traversed the extent of 
the alimentary canal, when the only evidence of its biding there 
was manifested on the morning of the 7th of October. The only 
^mnoyance during the extensive travel of this bone was some slight 
abrasions of the mucous membrane, made with the sharp edges 
of the bone by the resistance of the sphincter muscles. I would 
as*k, is it not something remarkable ? 



THE VOMITING OF PREGNANCY 



By William B. Atkinson, M. D. 

Road ^fore the Philadelphia County Medical Society, September 18, 1882. 



Perhaps no condition of the pregnant woman is so full of an- 
noyance, and at times so liable to lead to disastrous consequences, 
fts the nausea, which occurs particularly in the early months. 
Totally absent from some, with ohers it becomes a source of dis- 
tress and danger, ceasing only with the expulsion of the foettis or 
the deatk of the patient. 

Wbile the latter extreme is very rare^ the constant spitting, nau- 
sea or vomiting is frequently the accompaniment of a pregnancy, 
rendering the life of the woman a burden, and she only obtains a 
certain degree of com fort .when, under the influence of anodynes, 
sleep secures her a respite. 

Thj limits of an introductory paper will not permit of any ex- 
tended remarks beyond the strict line marked out by your business 
committee — "The Prevention and Treatment of the Vomiting of 
Pregnancy." 

Now, in order that we may be prepared to treat or prevent a 
disease, it is eminently necessary that we should understand its 
cause, its real nature. Undoubtedly this condition results from 
two causes. In the early stages, the nausea, etc., are due to sym 
pathetic disturbrnce of the stomach. Later, we have added direct 
pressure upon and interference with the functions of that viscus. 

Now, these causes act with greater or less power as they occur 
in a patient with an irritable stomach, one prone to be disturbed 
by the slightest irregularities in food or digestion, or in one who 
has an ostrich-like power which enables her to load the stomach 
and carry through to the bowels matters which can only be par- 
tially digested, and must eventually pass away as foreign bodies. 

with the hope of making pregnancy so comfortable that the 
ordinary objection to this condition on the part of the woman may 
be greatly lessened, the entire prevention of nausea and vomiting 
has been proposed and sought for by many obstetricians- 

We must not forget at this point that in earlier days, and even, 
now to a limited extent, it was believed that a sick pregnancy was 
a healthy one, and many practitioners, when these symptoms were 
absent, endeavored to imitate them by the employment of ipecac- 
uanha and similar drugs. 
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It is difficult to understand how to proceed to prevent a condi- 
tion which has not presented itself, and which may never occur. 
For we find in practice that a large number of women never ex- 
hibit the slightest nausea in any of their pregnancies, and many 
others sufter so little that it is deemed of no moment. 

We may, indeed, having other reasons to regard the woman as 
pregnant, advise her to avoid carefully all articles of food which 
are likely to give rise to irritable stomach, and also to observe care 
as to the regularity of her meals and habits. Beyond this we have 
no indications bv which to be guided. The treatment of this trou- 
ble may then be considered under the heads of its relief when 
present, and efforts to prevent its return. 

In the milder cases it is doubtful how much of the benefit is due 
to the remedy, and how much to the course of nature, in which 
the trouble would disappear spontaneously. 

Many of the so-called cures which are so highly vaunted owe 
their supposed efficacy, in the successful cases., to the fact that lit- 
tle was needed to quiet an irritated stomach, irritated, perhaps, by 
carelessness or over-indulgence, which was intensified by the con- 
dition of the patient. It is only under this view that we can un- 
derstand the wonderful effects of remedies as diverse as their 
names. 

Therefore, we may expect, and almost invariably obtain, relief in 
the great majority of cases from the use of sedatives and narcotics, 
as the bromides, chloral, morphia, carbonic acid water; from alka- 
lies; from bitters, by their tonic action on the stomach, as gentian, 
'Calumba, quassia, nux vomica, etc.; from stimulants, as brandy, 
aromatic spirits of ammonia, champagne, the latter acting both by 
its stimulating quality and by the carbonic acid; from care in diet, 
•carelessness in which frequently produces the earliest symptoms; 
from hygiene, change of locality, scenery and occupation. 

Those of ui who attended the lectures of the late Professor 
Charles D. Meigs can recall the convincing manner in which he 
showed us how to combat this trouble, by requiring the patient to 
take a cup of tea and a piece of toast while yet in bed, only rising 
sufficiently to rest upon the elbow while eating, and then to resume 
the recumbent position until the stomach had time to acquire tone 
to enable her to arise without the nausea. 

It is from these trifling cases that we have constantly heralded 
the wonderful benefits to be obtained by the use of certain reme- 
<iie.s, which soon lose their hold on the profession, and are oi 1 / re- 
called as a curiosity in the literature of the medical art. 

As such cases are of very frequent occurrence, and demand 
treatment, we mav mention those remedies which have proved 
most successful. Thus, we have prussicacid in small doses; acon- 
ite, of which the administration of a few drops of the tincture 
has been found of great benefit; the use of horse-radish scraped 
fine, moistened with vinegar; arsenic, which is with many a favor- 
ite remedy; atropia or belladonna, combined with morphia; bis- 
muth, the sub- nitrate, or, as preferred by some, the phosphate; 
calumba, highly extolled by Bartholow and others; carbolic acid, 
administered in drop doses; the oxalate of cerium, which at one 
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time was regarded as a specific in these cases; chloral, which is- 
usually prompt, and is best given in the form of an enema: chlo- 
roform and ether, either in small doses or by inhalation; the lat- 
ter has proved useful when sprayed upon the spine; creosote, onc- 
of the earliest remedies; sulphate of copper, gr. iv to water fjj, 
five or six drops at a dose; hyoscyamia, which is claimed as eflTcc- 
tual when all else has failed; iodine; ipecacuanha, which has re- 
cently been reported on by several observers, given in drop doses 
of the wine in a teaspoonful of water, repeated every hour; pep- 
sin, lactopeptin and their compounds; nux vomica, fivx to ten 
drops of the tincture, and recommended by Bartholow where the 
nausea is great, with little vomiting, in drop doses; the bromides 
of potassium and sodium, used by Busey in doses of thirty to 
sixty grains, dissolved in beef-tea, with the addition of brandy and 
laudanum, if required by the symptoms, and thrown into the rec- 
tum every four hours. Friedrich is tempted to regard the bromide- 
of potassium as a specific in one to two grain doses daily. 

Recently we have, on most excellent authority, a preparation 
made of the inner coating of the gizzard of the chicken, dried and 
reduced to an impalpable powder In our hands this has fre- 
quently acted with great promptness and efficiency. While we 
may readily, and generally do, succeed in obtaining positive relief 
for our patients by the employment of some one or more of the 
above remedies, yet we occasionally encounter a case which obsti- 
nately refuses to yield to any remedy by the mouth, everythhig 
being rejected almost as soon as it reaches the stomach. 

In these instances, the happiest results frequentl}' follow medi- 
cation by the rectum. Especially do we find this to obtain with 
chloral, which we have known to act speedily and pleasantly in a 
number of instances. Perhaps a better plan is the use of chloral, 
morphia and belladonna or atropia, combined in a mucilage or in 
the form of a suppository. In several cases we have thus obtained 
a tolerance of food by the stomach, and thus we have relieved a 
threatened death by starvation. 

In other cases we have obtained even better results by direct 
contact of these remedies with the os, and even within the cervix 
of the uterus. 

In one case where, owing to the animal instincts of the hus- 
band, the nausea and vomiting were constantly reproduced, we 
each time succeeded in speedily checking it by passing a supposi- 
tory of morphia, belladonna and hvoscyamus up to the os, and 
keeping it closely applied. 

Tanner employs suppositories made of belladonna, gr. iij; hyos- 
cyamus, gr. x; and iodide of lead, gr. viiss. 

Injections, both rectal and vaginal, are advocated by many, and 
Dr. Greene has succeeded with warm olive oil after failing with 
warm water. Cold to the epigastrium, small pieces of ice swal- 
lowed or passed into the rectum or vagina, have proved servicea- 
ble. 

As might be expected, electricity has its advocates, and Gaillard 
Thomas esteems it higher than any other remedy. A broad, flat 
electrode, made by stitching a flat sponge to sheet rubber, he fixes^ 
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l)y means of adhesive plaster on the epigastrium, and a similar 
one under the spine, the patient lying on her back. A gentle cur- 
rent is passed, and continued for ten or even twenty-four hours. 

Da Venezia, in a similar case, after all else had failed, used a 
faradic current of moderate strength, one rheophore being applied 
to the side of the neck along the vagus^ the other to the epigas- 
trium. The patient was relieved at once, and after the fourth ap- 
plication was cured. 

J. Marion Sims employs caustic to the os, even when the parts 
4ippear perfectly healthy. He claims the best results from this 
method. 

It would appear that this treatment is that which in obstinate 
•cases promises the best results. Especially is it indicated when an 
•examination reveals erosion or other disease of the os uteri. Orig- 
inally, the sole dependence was upon nitrate of silver, but equally 
•good results are obtained by the glycerole of iodine. 

Tannin, (^arbolic acid, in short a great variety of remedies capa- 
l>le of relieving engorgement, erosion, or whatever evil condition 
may be present, have been found to act promptly in relieving the 
nausea, etc. 

From the remarks of Dr. Sims and from the results in general 
practice it would appear as though all that is required is a means 
•of producing an impression of a positive nature at the real seat of 
the affection, the os uteri. Hence we find severe cases are fre- 
quently at once terminated by ordinary anodyne or astringent in- 
jections, applied so as surely to produce their effect upon the os 
uteri. 

While there is no doubt as to the safety of these applications 
properly employed, it is much to be questioned whether the same 
may be said of the plan proposed and carried out by some prac- 
titioners abroad — that is, the dilatation of the os with the finger. 
No doubt such a method would at once relieve the- nausea, but at 
the same time it might be anticipated as extremely likely to result 
in an abortion. For this reason I would hesitate as to its employ- 
ment until every other remedy had failed, and the question had 
arisen whether we should not sacrifice the child to save the 
mother. 

I earnestly believe that the question of premature delivery will 
rarely, if ever, occur when the treatment which I have so roughly 
sketched has been properly employed. 

In this connection we may allude to the cases, though rare, 
where the husband has been the victim of nausea, while the preg- 
nant wife was enjoying her usual health. Here we certainly can- 
not regard it as the result of sympathy between the womb and 
the stomach. 

Before closing the subject of treatment I may mention that Pi- 
Tiard obtained immediate relief in several obstinate cases by the 
employment of inhalations of oxygen. I am not aware that it has 
been tried in this country. 

A valuable aid, by allowing complete rest for the stomach, is 
the employment of rectal alimentation. Dr. H. F. Campbell has 
employed this plan in a number of instances, and with most grat- 
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ifying results. Twice each day he injects very slowly and gently 
about eight ounces of beet-tea or some similar nutritious fluid. 
The advantages are complete rest for the stomach w'hile nutrition 
is readily maintained. In the intervals between the injections a 
full goblet of water not quite cold was twice given, so as to sup- 
ply the requisite amount of fluid. 

In conclusion, permit me to sum up what I think is the duty of 
the practitioner in these cases: 

The most complete rest of body and mind. 

The avoidance of all forms of diet save those easy of digestion 
and assimilation. 

The relief of the early symptoms by some one of the articles 
mentioned under the head of medication. Unless prompt relief 
is obtained, the use of chloral, morphia, belladonna or hyoscyamus, 
or their combination, by the rectum or by the vagina. In the lat- 
ter case it is important that we should first carefully cleanse away 
the discharge usually found clinging to the os and cervix, and then 
bring the medicaments closely in contact with the or, and main- 
tain them there by the usual methods. 

This failing, apply to the os and cervix, if need be, the glycerols 
of iodine or the nitrate of silver, and follow this by an applica- 
tion of the anodynes, as before. 

If the vomiting is now great, abandon the stomach as a depot 
for food, and employ rectal alimentation solely. In each injection 
we may include, with the nutrient, chloral, to aid in procuring" 
complete rest. 

To relieve the intense thirst which is generally present, we- 
may allow the patient to swallow at intervals small lumps of ice, 
or to drink iced carbonic acid water, which is now so readily ob^ 
tained from the siphon. Of course, just sufficient of this should 
be taken to relieve the throat at the moment. 

I do not consider the dire alternative of induced abortion, as. 
such a procedure rarely becomes necessary, and should only be- 
employed after the most careful deliberation, and after a council 
of physicians had decided it to be imperative. — Medical Times. 



NOTE ON DELIVERY OF THE PLACENTA. 



By Chas. Jewett, M. D. 

The diversity of usage which still obtains in the management of 
the third stage of natural labor prompts this brief note, in the hope 
of eliciting the views and practice of the Society. 

The points to which I wish especially to invite attention are the- 
method and the time of placental delivery. These comprise a 
largfer pari of the treatment of the placental stage, the manage- 
ment of which is, perhaps, the most important office of the ob- 
stetrician in the conduct of natural labor. 

The preferred method of delivering the placenta is that of Crede, 
of Leipsig. In Germany this method is now used to the exclusion 
of almost every other, and it would seem that so eminently judi- 
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cious and rational a procedure could not fail of universal aik>ptioir. 
That such is not yet the case is possibly due to the fact that in. 
many of the standard works on obstetrics the Credean nwthod, if 
mentioned at all, is more or less imperfectly stated. The Credeau 
procedure is not identical, as claimed by Barnes, with that taught 
by H^rdy and McClintock, and long practiced in England. It 
differs essentially from the practice of the Dublin school, whicli^ 
consists in expelling the afterbirth by crowding the uterus down- 
ward in the pelvic cavity by pressure upon the fundus. It does- 
not contemplate the mere expression of the placenta by compres- 
sing a uterus still flaccid from inertia, as might be inn^rrcd from 
the statement of one of the latest text-books. On the contrary^ 
the essence of the German method is compression of the uterus, 
during contraction, and with but slight downward pressure. 

The Credean method is practiced as follows: The obstetrician^ 
laying his hand flat upon the abdomen of the patient, stimulates- 
the uterus to contract by moving the abdominal wall in a circular 
manner over the uterus. The friction, gentle at first, is increased 
till the uterus contracts. At the height of the uterine contraction 
the upper segment of the uterus is firmly grasped with the hand, 
the fingers over the posterior, and thumb over the anterior sur- 
face. The placenta is thus expressed from the uterus, only enough 
downward pressure being used in the axis of the uterus to main- 
tain a firm grasp. Failing in the first attempt, the compression 
may be repeated with each uterine contraction till successful, fric- 
tion being continued meantime to maintain the retraction thus far 
accomplished, and to provoke further uterine eflTorts. 

It is the peculiar merit of this method that it. more closely thai* 
an}' other, imitates the natural process of placental expulsion. 
Moreover, it is designed to supplement the expulsive eftbrts of the- 
uterus, not to replace them. It maintains firm retraction of the 
uterus till the afterbirth is expelled, keeps the uterine vessels se- 
curely ligated, and prevents the formation of deep coagulu in the 
uterine sinuses. It favors, more than any other plan, permanent 
uterine retraction after the delivery of the placenta. Potent for 
good, it is incapable of harm. 

Some practice is undoubtedly necessary to the utmost faciiity im 
this procedure, but the knack once acquired, other measures will 
be very rarely called for. 

With reference to the time of placental delivery, the prevailing: 
practice, in the judgment of the writer, favors too long delay. 
Dr. Play fair, following the teachings of McClintock, says that no 
attempt should be made at delivery of the placenta till twenty 
minutes after the expulsion of the child.- Certain other obstetric 
writers sanction even longer delay. The arguments of Dr. Play- 
f:iir in support ol his practice are that time is thus allowed for re- 
covery from the shock or exhaustion of the second stage, for the- 
separation of the placenta, and for the formation of coagula ii» 
the uterine sinuses. While these would be valid reasons for delav 
under the old practice of placental extraction, they do not forbid 
earlv resort to the Credean method. As a rule, after the ligation 
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of the cord, the sooner the uterus can he made to cast out the 
placenta the better for the patient. 

There is surely no exhaustion of the uterus when it can be pro- 
voked to contract by gentle friction. Again, the very agency by 
which separation of the placenta is accomplished is uterine con- 
traction and retraction. Against the dangers of post-partum hem- 
orrhage the chief security lies in the ligation of the uterine ves- 
sels by retraction of the muscular structures. Coagula in the 
uterine sinuses are a feeble barrier against hemorrhage. More- 
over, thrombi extending into the intermuscular portion of the 
uterine veins are a positive source of danger, from their liability 
to infection. Promptness, again, faciliUites delivery. By too long 
waiting the way may be narrowed by the contraction of Bandl's 
Tiag, and the difficulty of expulsion be thus increased. As a rule, 
then, the placenta should be expelled as soon as its function is 
<ended; that is, as soon as the infantile circulation is established 
4ind the cord divided. 

A word with reference to the use of ergot may not he out of 
place. Prof. Lusk disparages the exhibition of this drug before 
the afterbirth is delivered, owing to its tendency to induce so-called 
hour-glass contraction. In my practice a drachm of the fluid ex- 
tract ot ergot is given by the mouth in every case — or its equiva- 
lent hypodermieally — as the head passes the vulva. Under the 
above management of the placenta, it is expelled before the effect 
of the drug is develeped. I should be unwilling to sacrifice the 
advantage gained by prompt and complete retraction of the uterus, 
through fear of a possible danger so seldom realized. 

In conclusion I submit the following summar}*: 

Use constant friction or uterine massage after the delivery of 
the head, for the double purpose of maintaining retraction and 
provoking uterine eftort. 

Supplement the uterine etibrts, if need be, by compression. 

After the placental expulsion, continue friction till retraction is 
complete and permanent. 

U.SC ergot on the birth of the head to promote the prompt and 
perfect completion of the third stage. 

Aim to deliver the placenta, as a rule, directly after, not before, 
the ligation and division of the cord. — Society County of Khigs. 



CniNOIDINE AND CAPSICUM IN INTERMITTKNT 

FEVER. 



Hv R. C. M. Page, M. D., Nkav York. 



Cask I. — J. C , iceman; born in Ireland; aged twenty -two, 

and single; has resided in New York cit/ during the past fifteen 
years. Had a chill for the first time September 24, 1880. It came 
on about 10 a.m. and lasted an hour. It was well marked and was 
followed by the usual symptoms of headache, fever, vomiting and 
^weat. The chill returned on the 26th and 28th in the forenoon. 

J saw him for the first lime September 29, 1880. He had re- 
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•ceived no antiperiodic treatment, but had taken sonic *'openinji^ 
medicine'' the day before, and his bowels had moved three times. 
General health good. Never drank to excess, but was in the habit 
of taking a glass of whisky occasionally. 

l^eatment, — Ordered three powders, each containing ten grains 
of powdered chinoidine and tiirce grains of capsicum. To take 
•(me powder at bedtime, one at 6 a. m., and one at I3 m. next day. 
In order to make sure of his taking the whole powder, he was di- 
rected to shake it on his tongue from the paper, and to take a swal- 
low of water afterward. 

October ist. — Chill has not returned. Ordered tr. ferri chloridi, 
in ten-drop doses well diluted, four times daily, and to continue 
the same for two weeks. I saw him three months afterwards, and 
he stated that there had been no return of the chills. 

Case II. — J. M , laborer; born in Ireland; aged fifty-four, 

and married; has resided in New^ York city most of the time 
since 1849. About the middle of May, 1880, he went over to 
Hunter's Point, L. I., and remained there ^sf^ weeks. During the 
last ten days of his stay there he had chills and fever for the first 
time in his life. I first saw him June 20th, following, and treated 
him with powdered chinoidine and capsicum He was cured for 
the time, but was quite aniemic, and left oft' treatment too soon. 
As a consequence the chills returned. 

September 27, 1880. — Patient applied to me again. Has had 
chills and fever oft' and on ever since I last saw him. During the 
past week he has had a chill every day. Bowels regular, but he 
is very aniemic. 

Treatment. — Ordered six powders, same as in Case I. To take 
one powder before breakfast and at noon every day. 

September 30th. — No return of chills. Ordered tr. fcrri chloridi 
4is in Case I. After two days the powders were repeated once 
imd the tr. ferri chloridi pushed for a month. There had been no 
return of the chills when last seen six months ago. 

Cask HI. — K. M , aged fifteen; born in the United States; 

resides in New York city. Had a chill for the first time August 
20, 1880. She had them every other day for about ten days, when 
she took a bottle of ''fever and ague cure.'' and got well, as she 
thought. I first saw her October 15, 1880. Had been having 
-chills and fever oft' and on ever since the first attack. During the 
past week she had one every other day. Bowels constipated, and 
she is aniemic. 

Treatment. — Ordered pi', aloes et ferri, to take one or two at 
bedtime as required to regulate her bowels, and powders of chin- 
oidine and capsicum (gr. x. to j.) 

October 18, 1880. — No chill since I last saw her. Ordered three 
more powders, and to take tr. ferrri chloridi as above described, 
iind to continue it for a month. 

There was no return of the chills up to February, i88j, when 
she was last seen. 

The foregoing three cases are average descriptions of i|o cases 
<>t intermittent fever that have been treated by me during the past 
two vears, of which I have anv nr)te^. Of llie^e, 10 were treated 
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or 



with tinct. iodine without any appreciable henefit. Thereinainin 
130 were treated with powdered cliinoidinc combined with capsi- 
cum, the dose of the former being always 10 grains, and the latter 
I to 3 grains, according to the age, sex and habits of the patient. 
Women and young people (not children) were given, as a general 
rule, only i grain of powdered capsicum. Men were given 3. 
grains, and beer-drinkers, of both sexes, were given 3 to 5 grains- 
of powdered capsicum at each dose. 

In only one case was vomiting produced by the powders. Iiir 
large doses, however, and especially with children, chinoidinc not 
unfrequently causes vomiting. 

Of the 130 cases treated with chinoidine and capsicum the chills- 
soon recurred in 9, evidently because the patients left off treatment 
too soon. Five were benefitted, though not cured — that is to say„ 
the chills returned from time to time. This was doubtless due to- 
their locality, occupation, etc., and nothing short of a change 
would effect a cure. Twenty- two cases were only seen once, but 
I believe that they were- cured, or else they would have returned^ 
since the majority of them were dispensary patients, having ap-^ 
plied for treatment at the Northwestern Dispensary in this city. 

Of 20 cases of intermittent fever recently treated by Dr. J. C^ 
Mackenzie, of this city, in a similar manner, in only one case did 
the chills return within two weeks, and he had only applied once,, 
having failed to return for iron. In one case the chills returnetl 
after the expiration of two months, but he had evidently taken the 
disease over again. 

Dr. John H. Ripley recently treated a case of intermittent fever 
by giving large doses of quinine every day for a week, without 
success. lie then gave 20 grains of chinoidine each day for three- 
da vs, when the chill ceased to recur. 

The powder of chinoidine should not be obtained by pulverizing- 
the resinous mass simply, as the particles would soon coalesce 
again. But if it be evaporated to dryness and powdered in com- 
bination with some inert substance, as althea, it will then retain its. 
form. Thus prepared it is alSout half the bulk of sulphate of qui- 
nine, and very much resembles in appearance the so-called dcxtro- 
quinine. I have never given any other preparation of chinoidine 
than the powder, but see no reason why it should not be adminis- 
tered in the form of pills, capsules, etc. 

Whatever be the value ot chinoidine alone, it appears that in 
ten-grain doses, when combined with capsicum, it is nearly, if not 
c^uite, as good as quinine in breaking up ordinary cases of inter- 
mittent fever. Regulating the bowels, and following up the pow- 
der with iron in some form, preferably the tr. ferri chloridi, given 
frequently in moderate doses, and well diluted, appear to be neces- 
sary in order to eflect a permanent cure. 

With regard to chinoidinc, Bartholow ("Mat. Med.**) says: 
'*When the mother liquor, left after the crystallization of the alka- 
loids of cinchona bark, is evaporated, a black residue is obtained 
which is called chinoidine. This contains amorphous (|uinia and 
cinchonia, and probably also (ininidia and cinchonidia. It is a very 
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anti-periodic, and may be used with advantage as a sub- 
oY qiiinia in doses about twice as large/' 
wording to Nothnagel and Rossbach ("Handbuch der Arz- 

.mittellehre," Berlin, 1880), chinoidine is '*a resinous, dry mass, 
of a brown color, slightly soluble in water, but readily soluble in 
alcohol. This very cheap preparation is essentially a mixture of 
quinine, cinchonine, and resinous matters. The dose is consider- 
ably larger than that of quinine." 

Prof. Binz, of Bonn, says: '*\Vhen pure the action of chinoi- 
dine approximates that of quinine. The effect appears much more 
quickly, but passes off more rapidly than in the case ot quinine, 
on account of its being more rapidly excreted" (**Grundzugs der 
A'rzneimittellehre," Berlin, 1879.) 

In view of the fact that quinine is very much more expensive 
than chinoidine, and that the latter can be used, when combined 
with capsicum, in as small doses as quinine, with equally good ef' 
feet in the cure of most cases of ordinary intermittent lever, it 
would be a considerable saving of money to the laboring classes, 
in such cases, to buy chinoidine and capsicum instead of quinine 
— or even the other alkaloids of cinchona bark. — JV. T. Med. Rec. 



THE CLIMATE OF FLORIDA. 



By James C. Neal, M. D., Pii.C. 

Dr. Ilaygood's experience, as given in the Record of August 
12, conflicts decidedly with that of most medical men in this state. 
In my own case several years' residence in the highlands of Cen- 
tral Florida have relieved me of a harassing cough, night sweats, 
a hectic flush, anorexia, and from the invalid of one hundred and 
thirty pounds weight, dreading the cold, I now am able for con- 
tinuous labor, weigh one hundred and sixt3'-six pounds, and have 
long ago discontinued the use of cod-liver oil, phosphites, etc. 

Dr. Z. H. M , of Apopka. Fla., has a similar experience. 

Coming from Georgia to tind a temporary respite, year after year 
has passed away and the doctor now is the picture of rosy health 
in his old age. 

Dr. C.J. K , of Jacksonville, an old traveler, a scientific in- 
vestigator, and widely known for his own case, has tried many 
climates, and has fixed upon Florida as the best. 

Twelve years ago Dr. McM , of Charleston, S. C, brought his 

wife, a confirmed consumptive, to Gainesville, Fla., to spend what 
seemed a small remnant of life more comfortably. To-day she bids 
fair to reach the "three score and ten," desp'te the '^exceedingly 
debilitating" climate. 

Col. J. II. R . came from South Carolina as a winter resort, 

having all the symptoms of phthisis in an advanced stage. Now 
he is an active, comparatively healthy man, utterly unlike his for- 
mer self. 

• I need not multiply examples, almost every neighborhood in this 
section can supply them, of the competent medical men who in 
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their own cases are satisfied of the value of this climate as both 
preventive and curative of tuberculosis. 

In this section of the State, high, dry, rolling pine land, and 
perfect drainage, in six years and in one thousand cases I have 
seen but four of pneumonia, and two of these traumatic. Can 
Dr. Haygood say as much even for Beaufort or Raleigh? 

During the summer we have a mild form of malaria, but as to 
effect of such a climate upon phthisis I would refer him to Dr. 
Lawson, pp. 297, 388. Aitken, vol. i., p. 265. 

These malarial attacks are easily subdued, and fatal cases arc 
rare. Too many physicians allow their patients to remain in a 
cold, changeable climate until the lungs are a mass of tubercle, 
then send them to Florida too feeble to take out-door exercise, often 
with but very little money to procure attentions or delicacies ne- 
cessary, and among strangers the poor invalid becomes nostalgic 
and sinks rapidly, and then Florida is blamed. This ought not to 
be, but every season finds our hotels filled with cases that should 
be at home among friends, making ready (or the rapidly approach- 
ing close of life. 

There is, however, a positive curative agency in this climate for 
certain ailments, and to guide the profession, I beg to submit the 
results of many years of careful study both of cases and climate 
factors. 

These factors are location, soil, drainage, water, sunshine, tem- 
perature, humidity, and air-pressure. And with reference to a 
strip of elevated land, lying forty miles from either coast and ex- 
tending from 28.30° to 30° latitude, I think no place east of the 
Rocky Mountains is better. suited for the amelioration if not cure 
of incipient tulierculosis, asthma, catarrh, nervous complaints and 
bronchitis. 

The location — Almost insular, constantly traversed by warm 
breezes from the sea and gulf, in the track of trade winds, and the 
freshness tempered by miles of almost unbroken forest. 

6W/— Veiy sandy with but little humus, or animal remains; con- 
figuration broken, rotting, often eighty to one hundred and fifty 
feet elevation above the gulf. Drainage perfect, no stagnant pools 
or marshes. 

Water — In the main freestone, in wells twentv-five to sixtv feet 
deep, with an average temperature of 65° F. 

Jhnber. — The long-leafed pine, with Tittle undergrowth, allow- 
ing free circulation of air. 

Sunshine. — Twenty-two days of each month of almost clear 
skies, the remainder often partly available for out-door exercise, 
and during the winter the rahis are usually at night, leaving the 
day cool and bright (see note.) The rainy season begins in June 
and lasts till September. Often a wxek of showery days, then 
clear skies a week. During the rains the temperature falls to 71** 
F., and this season, "in comparison with the torrid days of the 
north, quite endurable, and as these showers rarely last but a few- 
hours, the remainder of the day is available for exercise or labor. 

Temperature. — Unquestionably a climate allowing a loose easy 
costume with few wraps, and no recjuirements of hot, stove-heated. 



Southern Mkd.cal Record. 413 



»*> 



badly ventilated rooms, is best for weak lungs. The houses of this 
section are built for free ventilation — no stagnant air in cellars or 
close dirty bedrooms. Blizzards, northers, sudden changes, 
causing cold extremities, visceral congestions, or surface chilling, 
are extremely rare, and as thev occur, if at all, in December or 
January, can easily be kept from harming. 

The summer maximum is usuall)' 96° F., and this for only a few 
hours. But 96° F. is not common. In i860 it reached that point 
but four times in June, once in July, and once in August; this year 
twice in July and once in August. 

The night temperature for the months from May to October is 
from 70° to 76°, and from October to May, 60^ to 65°. The hot, 
sweltering nights so common in the North are unknown here. 
October, November, and till April, are months comparable with 
the Indian summers of Pennsylvania — days dry, breezy and 
bracing, the whole season enjoyable. (See Note.) 

Humidity. — Much has been said of the dampness of Florida, 
but the observations of the Signal Service show nothing excessive 
in its humidity, and this section compares favorably with "most 
health resorts, the annual mean for a long series of years being 
68*^ against 73'' at Menton, 68° at Nassau, 67° at St. Paul, Minn. 

Air-pressure. — I have no doubt but that this is the most import- 
ant factor of value in our climate — its remarkable equability of 
air-pressure. If we regard in the lung the pressure of the heart 
upon the mass of the blood as balanced against the air-pressure 
and strength of the blood-ve.ssel walls, it is readily seen that in a 
diseased lung, a decrease of air-pressure tends to congestion, and 
at points of weakened tissues from any cause, if the air-pressure 
be sensibly diminished, hemorrhage may occur. Any physician 
will recall instances showing that the changeable months of spring 
and autumn occasion great distress to tuberculous patients, and the 
cold of January was not as fatal as thf storms of March. A iall 
of even one-tenth inch mercury in the barometer produces a de- 
cided discomfort, and the descent of half an inch a temporary 
congestion, dyspnosa, headache, or neuralgic pains. Hence pa- 
tients can often predict storms from their disagreeable sensation. 

A climate offering the maximum of ait-pressure and the mini- 
mum of change, with a genial temperature, leaves but little to be 
desired for patients requiring rest and warmth, and this section 
surely meets the wants of such cases. (See Note.) ^ 

A dozen invalids live near me, some hemorrhagic, some neural- 
gic, but all have experienced relief, and the majority of cases of 
rheumatism, asthma, bronchitis and catarrh are alike favorably af- 
fected by this equability. 

The practical deductions are readily apparent. 

Northern invalids, in which the deposit of tubercle is incipient 
or limited; aged invalids requiring rest, warmth and relaxation; 
neuralgic cases, nerve-w^orn patients, the whole range of uterine 
troubles resulting from congestions, all cases that grow better in 
the warm settled days of May or October, and get worse in No- 
vember and March — these should be advised to try Florida, espe- 
cially this section, witkJiK)pe of betterment. 
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With discharging cavities, or fully tuberciihirized lungs, little aid 
can be given, though our 220 clear days, average air-pressure of 
30.03 inches, and mean temperature of 71® will aid in pleasantly 
prolonging life. 

Many when here neglect the most common sanitary laws, ex- 
pose themselves recklessly to heat, rain and dew, take fatiguing 
exercise, sit in draughts, eat to excess, and do not derive the bene- 
fit they should. 

A little common sense would obviate this, and save much blame 
now given to Florida. — AL 2". Afcd, Rcc, 

Vqtks,— Temperature^ Mean, Decemlier and January, 55°; February, 08°; March 
and November* 63°; April and October, 70°; May uud September, T?*"; June, bO°; Jaly 
Hnd Auguttt, tfc^. 

BRONCHOCELE CURED BY THE HYPODERMIC IN- 
JECTION OF TINCT. IODINE. 



By O. VV. Schindel, M. D., Cumbetland, Md. 



The following case shows how rapidly and radically some cases 
of bronchocele may be cured by the injection of iodine into the 
substance of the gland without any bad results or discomfort to 
the patient. 

Mr. H., a lawyer by profession, aged 40 years, formerly of Cum- 
berland, but now of Baltimore city, came to me in June, 1879, 
with a bronchocele as large as a good sized fist, situated immedi- 
ately over the trachea. The tumour occupied the isthmus of the 
thyroid gland more particularly, b.ut also extended into either wing. 
There was goitre in the pati'^nt's family on the mother's side. The 
enlargement of the neck was first noticed about eighteen months 
previous to my seeing the case; it was increasing much more rap- 
idly he thought of late. The patient complained of a constriction 
about the fauces, oppression #f chest with difllicult breathing and 
an impending sense of suftbcation which was increased when he 
lay down. From the firmness of the tumour and its general feel 
it consisted merely of hypertrophied glandular tissue. 

Previous to his coming imder my care he had been treated by 
another physician, for some months, by internal and local medica- 
tion, but without any perceptible benefit or diminution in the size 
of the tumor. 

yfOn the 1st day of July, 1879, I injected (with an ordinary hypo- 
dermic syringe) deep into the gland forty minims of tinct. iodine 
of the following strength: ofiBcinal tinct. iodine, three parts, alco- 
hol, «»ne part. The operation did not cause him any discomfort or 
the slightest inconvenience. There was a sensation of warmth 
complained of in the gland for a few minutes, but this soon passed 
off and at the end of a half hour the patient walked to his home 
some distance from my oflSce. On the loth I repeated the opera- 
tion with as much comfort The tumor had diminished rapidly in 
size after each injection, and on the 3d day of August, a little more 
than one month from the first operation, I made the third and last 
injection, which entirely cured the patient. 
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I have frequently examined the case in the last two and a half 
j^ears, and there only remains a small indurated nodule about the 
tsize of a bean, which can only be detected by carefully pinching 
up the tissues. In making the injection I was careful to avoid any 
<:utaneous veins, and after thrusting the needle in the required 
•depth to withdraw it slightly so as to disengage its point from any 
of the deeper veins. 

This case demonstrates the fact that a strong solution of iodine 
may be thrown with impunity into hypertrophied thyroid tissue 
>vhen the patient's general health is good without setting up any 
inflammatory action, and by this means curing that unsightly trou- 
ble commonly known as goitre, when it resists local and internal 
medication. When the proper precautions are taken, and there 
is nothing in the patient's condition to contraindicate this proce- 
dure, I deem it a perfectly safe and a rapid means of cure. 



DR. REITER'S LETTER. 



iJKPI>A MAJOR. 

Radix bardana;, P.O. — Bardane, Fr. — Burdock, E. — Klcttenwur- 
zel, G. — Nat. Ord. Compositae. Cynareje. 

Heads discoid, homogamous; involucre globous, the scales im- 
brecated and hooked at the extremity; receptacle bristly; pappus 
bristly, scabrous, caducous, (2) coarse. European herbs. Leaves 
alternate, large. Lappa Major, Gaert. 

Leaves cordate, unarmed, petioled. Common in waste and un- 
cultivated grounds and fields in the New England, Mid'^le and 
Western States. Each plant is a large, conical, ill-scented and 
coarse-looking mass of vegetation, surmounted by a branching, 
irregular panicle of ovoid heads, with tubular corollas of an ex- 
ceedingly delicate pink color. The leaves are very large, with 
wavy edges. It has a wonderful design for the dispersion of its 
seeds. The scales of the involucre all end in a minute, firm hook, 
which seizes hold of everything that passes by. 

The root has long been used as a medicine, particularly in Ger- 
many, and alterative, diuretic and diaphoretic properties were 
ascribed to it. It was prescribed for invalids suffering with rheu- 
matism, skin and other chronic diseases, in powder, infusion, de- 
coction, syrups, etc., but never attained a greater popularity than 
mint, chamomile, balm and other remedies which the good house- 
wife stores in her medical armamentarium. 

It was my misfortune to inherit, from my father, Psoriasis In- 
veterata, which he told me he had inherited from a long line of 
progenitors. In youth I had spots on my skin foretelling what 
adult age developed — psoriasis on left leg and ankle — the same 
place on my body perfectly imitating my father's plague. He was 
never healed, although he sought medical advice in Europe. 

I was a country doctor, and carried a cane on horseback to re- 
lieve the agonizing itching of my leg in warm weather. One 
warm afternoon (about 1840, I think) I was going to visit a pa- 
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tient with an old farmer, when he exclaimed, " What makes yom 
tear your leg so furiously with the end of that hickory stick?" 1 
replied, "To relieve the maddening itch of my accursed tetter."* 
He said I must cure it ; told me he had been afflicted with it oil 
his hands so severely that he had lost his nails. He said I should 
gather burdock seed and put whisky on it, and take internally. 1 
obeyed; put quite a quantity into gallon bottles and added whisky,, 
of which I had but little; in the others I put alcohol, and stood 
them in a warm place. After some weeks I began to take a ta- 
blespoonful thrice daily, using that steeped in whisky first. 

After taking all the whisky tincture I found slight improve- 
ment in tetter, but a vast power had been bestowed on my stom- 
ach. All my life I had to deny myself many things or suffer; 
now I could eat sauerkraut, turnips, mince-pie, etc., etc., and only 
knew I had a stomach from that singular delight we all feel in 
satisfying a keen appetite with luscious food. 

I now began to take alcoholic tincture and found an entirely 
different preparation. I had to add water and discovered resin, 
and, at the bottom of each bottle, oil; here was a hint. I put al- 
cohol on the seed which had been macerated in whisky and ob- 
tained a resinous tincture. When my old friend and benefactor 
prepared his tincture, whisky was distilled in copper stills and 
came off as proof spirits: my whiskey was manufactured by 
steam. My disease improved rapidly and ceased to torture me, 
although the skin remained di'v and Airfuraceous. 

On the advent of summer I observed in washing my hands (a 
doctor must do that often) a great increase in sebaceous secretion,, 
which required much soap to remove; now my whole cutaneous 
surface acquired a condition of the most perfect health. Whilst 
afflicted with tetter I l;iad learned to eschew hog meat — a meal oC 
sausages or ham was always very aggravating. I became a ver}- 
sincere and faithful Jew in avoiding swine meat or fat as a diet. 
For almost forty years I had a healthy skin; but my European: 
tour in 1S75 restored my old malady in an aggravated form. 
Their water, in many pf the southern parts lull of dolomite, both 
for drinking and washing, may have contributed; but sandwiches 
of cold ham and Bologna sausages were the chief enemies. On 
my retm-n I could not get the tincture, and, when obtained, its ef- 
fects were not as before. The taste was not a pure, agreeable bit- 
ter, but nauseous. Whether this was owing to mould on the seed 
or to the druggist having ground them, or to the climate, I could 
not tell; Mr. Holland said he had bought the seed in New York.. 
A pupil of mine, Dr. Clark, took ni}' place (in Mount Pleasant, 
Westmoreland county, Pa.) when I came to Pittsburgh. He was. 
so kind as to have quite a lot of seed gathered for me; 1 prepared 
the tincture myself and am now perfectly well. I felt that it re- 
stored a perfect digestive power which my stomach lacked, and 
hence have prescribed it in atonic dyspepsia with such success 
that Mr. Holland can with difficulty supply the demand: the crojv 
last summer was impaired so mueh by drought that he was com- 
pelled to order the seed from several western States, and still be- 
lieves he will run short before the new seed can be gathered, I 
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send to you some of the oil obtained from the bottcTiii of a tinc- 
ture bottle; some resin I found on a board last fall under a bushel 
percolator, from which I thought dripping had ended; I send two- 
kinds of tincture, one obtained from contused, the other from, 
whole seed. It can be made in a few days by heating alcohol andl 
keeping warm; the cold preparation is very tedious; much alco- 
hol is lost, the seed absorbing it. We have lost much resin, which 
clung to percolator and seed: we now save that by washing seed 
with warm alcohol, which we use lor our fresh seed. The thera- 
peutical action I could best reduce to form by calling it an altera- 
tive stomachic; it appears to improve all the nutritive, secretive 
and assimilative functions. I prescribe from two to four drachms,, 
well watered, a half hour before each meal. 

I have for a long time wished to send to you something on this- 
Bardanas seed, but am lazy. A sufiering illness has admonished 
me to do so before I die, and I am doing it before I can leave my 
room. You are the proper person to introduce a remedy and pro- 
mulgate one of the most valuable therapeutic agents in my arma- 
mentarium medicorum. — Squibs' Ephemeris, 



THE CHINESE DRUGGIST IN NEW YORK.* 



By Fred. Hohentiial. 



The Chinese Drug-store here, the only one this side of San Fran- 
cisco, was established by '*Wwong Lung lin," in 1878, and he is 
doing a flourishing business among his people now. The propri- 
etor is a stout Chinaman, about 35 to 45 years of age, very intelli- 
gent, revered by his countrymen, out not so well v'ersed in English 
as his assistant who is about ten years younger. I experienced 
much trouble on my first visit in assuring him that I was not a 
customs officer ferreting out his opium trade, but on seeing my 
readiness to buy little trifles, he immediately installed me in his. 
good graces, and invited me to dine with him. 

The store is a small apartment, about 20x30 feet, witli sleeping 
rooms, kitchen, parlor, etc., in the rear. Tnere were shelves all 
around, covered with bottles and jars, and the top shelf mounted 
by many paper packages cabalistically marked, and containing 
roots and herbs in great variety. In a small case behind the coun • 
ter were a few mineral drugs, and a good many little trifles not 
belonging strictly to Pharmacy, such as porcelain jars, pencils,, 
skullcaps, beads, rings, etc. There were also some animal drugs 
of which I will speak later on. 

Pendant from the ceiling were bunches of herbs and dried meat. 
On the floor, under the shelves, were articles of food, such as bar- 
rels of rice, flour, dried fish, etc. There were also about forty 
drawers behind the counter, for the most used drugs, those in the 
packages being only very seldom used. Large jars were filled 
with diflferent pleasant tasting fruits, n0t used as medicines, and 

•A paper read before tfae Alumni Assoclatioii of tbe New York Ck>llege of Pbar> 
macy. 
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smaller glass jars with the various medicinal fruits, of which there 
was a large number, the Chief uses of which seemed to be in the 
cure of consumption; a disease to which the Mongols seemed t> 
be peculiarly liable, judging from the fact that about ten per cent 
of their medicines are for its cure. 

They have no liquid medicines whatever; they simply sell the 
drugs, extolling their virtues, and the purchaser /jt patient pre- 
pares them with boiling water in the form of infusion or decoc- 
tion and sometimes extract, unless he has not the conveniences 
therefor at home, when the apothecary will do it for hmi. As an 
accommodation for his customers, the doctor keeps a pot of hot 
tea on the counter; any one wishing to drink takes a cup from a 
basin of water near bv, fills it, drinks and replaces the cup with- 
out saying a word. A peculiarly constructed tobacco pipe, on the 
principle of the Turkish narghileh, is also on the counter, but only 
for the use of intimate friends. The tobacco thev use is very fine 
and of peculiar flavor. Their tobacco pipes, the common kind, 
arc made of a rod of bamboo strung with the kernels of a pecu- 
liar scented nut, and furnished with a bowl of metal about half an 
inch in diameter and half an inch deep, and an ivory mouth-piece. 
The pipe is perfectly straight, and two feet long; they vary in 
price from $2.50 to $7.00 according to age; those which have been 
already smoked for some time bring more than new ones. 

Their balances are on the plan of the steelyard, the small ones 
with a bar of ivory, from which is suspended a brass pan and a 
movable brass weight; one in my possession is twelve inches long 
and has over 135 marks for telling the weight, which ranges from 
two ounces downwards to two or three grains, very accurately. 
They have these balances of all sizes, and use them with great 

dexterity. 

Their camel's hair pencils are about ten inches long, of bamboo, 
into one end of which the brush is inserted, and it is fitted with a 
cover, also of bamboo, the whole stem being curiously carved 
with their strange devices, and these cuts filled out with blue col- 
oring. 

Their writing materials are the pencil above described, an iron 
or porcelain plate six by eight inches, with a receptacle for water. 
They dip a piece of India ink in the water, rub it on the plate, 
and rub the pencil in this mixture, and write from above down- 
wards. 

They have some very pleasant fruits, one of these, the "Gua," 
is about the size of a walnut, and consists of a kernel as large as 
a ha/elnut, surrounded by edible fleshy pulp, and the whole en- 
veloped in a hard, brown, brittle shell. 

Among the familiar drugs I found Spanish saftVon, saflHower, 
musk, litharge, metallic mercury, ginger, ginseng, oil of pepper- 
mint. 

I found also Russian castor, and American castor, and what was 
claimed to be from th^ bear. 

Also fine isinglass in one piece, just the size and shape of an 
ordinary flounder, and which he wanted to sell me for $2.00. He 
called it by a name that resembled "Guiteau." 
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I found also several narcotic herbs resembling belladonna, hy- 
oscyamus, stramonium, also a root resembling glycyrrhiza, only 
much larger in diameter than that is usually found. It is called 
** Gum Cho/' and is used for chewing on account of its sweet 
taste. 

Among the most notable goods was a substance in small lump^^ 
o" yellow color, and called "Nau Wau." It occurs in lumps, about 
the size of a walnut, in the stomachs of cows. The doctor said 
■that it is foun 1 only tn one-oeAV.' in a huadr^d. It is used to apply 
to a soie foot in the form of paste, and is used only by the aris- 
tocrac}'. 

There was a peculiar bark called ' Os Chong," remaik.ible for 
the silky fibre it shows on breaking it in any direction; it is used 
in the form of decoction for weakness of the heart. The price is 
ten dollars a pound. 

There were also dried lizards, which f;re to be boiled and eaten. 

There were disinfecting fumigators, strips of bamboo, about one 
foot long, and as thick as a barrpin, which were covered on the 
cipper half with a fragrant mass, \thich glowed for two hours 
when once lit, perfumi. g the rooms very pleasantly. They were 
called "Sau Hong." — Drug. Cir. 



ARSENIC INTERNALLY AND SUBCITANEOUSLY 
IN THE TREATMENT OF LYMPHOMA. 



A woman of sixty -five had diflficulty in swallowing and breath- 
ing, and suffered from general feebleness, deafness, etc. Her con- 
dition was cachectic. Examination revealed a tumor in the poste- 
rior pharynx, filling up the nasal and pharyngeal cavities. The 
:submaxillary and axillary glands were also swollen and hard. 
These^growths were madett>*^tfeappenr, dnd the. woman was re- 
garded as cured in ^\'^ months. This remarkable result was ac- 
complished by the combined internal and parenchymatous admin- 
istration of Fowler's solution. The arsenic was given in laVge 
<loses, mixed with acctated tincture of iron, from eight to twenty- 
five drops three times a day. In this way twentv-eight grams 
were consumed in the course of the treatment. The injections 
consisted of equal parts of Fowler's solution and distilled water, 
of which there was injected from one to three tenths of the ca- 
pacity of a Fravaz syringe (about three to nine minims.) There 
was but little reaction of the general organism, but a marked ac- 
celeration of the pulse. Locally, the tumors increased consider- 
4ibly in size with the first injections, but after the second week 
rapidly declined. — Bcri. Klin. Woch, 

[Czerny has employed the method of Billro'Ji described above 
in the cure of a glandular lymphomata. In six months he ob- 
tained a complete cure of a case in which the patient had taken 
«even hundred and forty-six drops and had received seventy-six 
injections of ten drops each. — Wicn. Med. Wochen.; Michigan 
Medical News. ] 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Extirpation of the Spleen. — In an article on extirpation of 
the spleen, written by Dr. D. J. Zesas, of Zurich, and published 
in von Langenbeck's Archiv (28 Band, i Heft, p. 1^7), the author 
prefaces a report of a number of experiments made by himself on 
animals, with a review of similar expermients made from time to- 
time by other observers. His results were far more satisfactory 
than those of his predecessors, which he attributes to thcfact that 
their experiments were not confined solely to extirpation of the- 
spleen, but included as well extirpation of the thyroid gland, and,, 
in one of the cases, section of the left vagus nerve. 

Zesas operated on six rabbits, all of which recovered rapidly 
from the operation; five of them were killed at times varying 
from one to seventeen weeks afterwards, and the post-mortem re- 
vealed no marked pathological change. 

The author was able to find thirty cases reported of the opera- 
tion performed on man, with the following results: In twenty cases- 
there was prolapse of the oro^an, resultant upon penetrating- 
wounds of the abdomen. All ot these recovered. In seven cases- 
the operation was performed for the cure of diseased spleen; 
three times successfully. The remaining three cases are added to 
the report: one of them terminated, in all probability, favorably 
(Volney Howard, for hypertrophy following malarial disease); 
the other two fatally. 

After mentioning the modes of operation, as advised and car- 
ried out by Shultze, Adelmann and Fean, Zesas concludes his pa- 
per with a summary of the contra-indications for the perform- 
ance of the operation. 

It should be carried out in cases of dislocation of the spleen, 
prolapsed spleens, which are irreducible or already gangrenous. 
It should not be carried out in cases of medullary carcinoma of the 
spleen, as it is generally secondary to like diseases of the liver and 
stomach. Echinococcus oi the spleen must be treated by other 
methods (puncture, puncture with aspiration, etc., etc.) In scrof- 
ulous and tuberculous patients, and those having diseased spleens, 
as a result of malaria, cirrhosis of the liver, and leukaemia, all at- 
tempts at an operation must be desisted frdnij and the primary af- 
fechbhs tteatl^d ill the usqal nijknner. 

It may noi be out of place to makie mention here of two fextlrj)- 
atiohs t)erformed in California, which have escaped the observa- 
tion of Dr. Zesas. They will increase the statistics of extirpations 
of the spleen, and are, besides, noteworthy, from the fact that in 
both cases the enlarged spleen was due to malarial disease. The 
first case was operated upon at St. Mary's Hospital, San Francisco, 
by Prof. L. C. Lane. The patient had suffered from malarial fe- 
ver for a long time, and had an enormously enlarged spleen. The 
mcision was made in the linea alba, and the spleen separated from 
its adhesions, which .were very extensive and numerous, and ex- 
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cised. It became necessary to open the wound after closing it, in 
o 'der to control hemorrhage, which had set in. 

The patient sank rapidly; transfusion was resorted to, and he 
rallied for a short time, sinking again and dying shortly after the 
operation. 

The second case is one performed by Dr. J. R. Simmons, of 
Sacramento. Patient had also been suffering from some malarial 
disease. All remedies, including injections of ergotin, had been 
tried, but proved of no avail, and it was resolved to remove the 
-enlarged spleen. Incision made at edge of linea alba, and spleen 
•extirpated. Measured 15^ in length and circumference, and 
Aveighed 7^ ft>s. The patietit died two and a half hours after the 
operation, from hemorrhage. 

The Medical Times and Gazette, of March 24, 18S2, contains 
the report of another splenotomy performed by Howard. The 
patient was strong, and not anaemic; had never suffered from in 
termittent fever, presented no signs of leukaemia, except enlarged 
spleen. Incision in linea alba, great hemorrhage, stopped by lig- 
ature and pressure with sponges. Five hours after the operation, 
•collapse and death. Simple hypertrophy of the spleen. Cause 
of death believed to be due to disturbance of cccliac plexus of 
sympathetic nerve. — Dr, Z! F. Mofse^ in Western Lancet. De- 
.troit Clinic. 

Placental Delivery. — In a very large number of cases of de- 
livery, involuntary contraction of the walls of the womb ceases 
after the birth of the child. These are the cases we are consider- 
ing. This cessation of contraction, if the patient is left quite to 
herself, may last ten, twenty, forty minutes, or an hour, five or ten 
hours, or longer. We have been instructed to wait. — time indefi- 
nite. And if you choose to wait, you may perhaps have to do it 
but for a few moments, and perhaps for a time as indefinite as the 
instruction. There is neither necessity nor good in waiting, ex- 
•cept in an occasional case where your patient maybe so exhausted 
by her previous efforts as to be quite incapable of making any 
more; in which condition let her have a brief rest. Do not hurry 
matters; but, when you have gotten the child out of your way, 
straighten your patient out so as to bring the abdominal muscles 
as closely down upon the uterus as practicable. With a bare hand 
on the bare abdomen, get around and hold of the fundus; take the 
cord in your other hancl, well up, twisting it around yoiir fingers 
to keep it from slipping; put it enough on the stretch to reduce 
the diameter of the placenta at the os and to bring the depending 
part into it; and say to your patient, gently, but as if you expected 
the proper response from her, "Come, now, give us one more pain 
and we will be through," or words of like import She will fill 
her lungs and, beginning to " bear down," will originate a uterine 
•contraction, a voluntary contraction, very readily perceived, and 
by which, aided by slight traction upon the cord and grasping 
pressure upon the uterus, the placenta will be driven out — not ex- 
pressed, but expelled; and that is the thing desirable. If I have 
not been deceived by the observations of a thirty years' experi- 
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ence, this voluntary eflort has vastly more of virtue and common^ 
sense in it than can be found in the vaunted method of Crede, or 
any other thing similar. A good many years ago (it was while 
waiting on a case for -'a pain " to expel the placenta) the womar> 
said, '* See; let me blow on the back of my hand;" whereupon, in- 
flating the lungs to a full capacity, she began to ** bear down "'*' 
while blowing on her hand, the lips being pressed to it -so that no- 
air could escape; and directly the after-birth slid into the vagina. 
In her mind she attributed the result to the blowing on her hand; 
but, as a matter of fact, she had instituted a voluntary contraction 
of the muscular walls of the uterus, and that had driven out the- 
secundines. I have since seen other women *'blow on the back 
of the hand " with the same efficacy. 

It is not to be understood that a single voluntary eftbrt of this, 
sort will always procure the contraction, btit that it'often will. It 
is not to be understood that the eflibrt, or repeated efforts, will not 
sometimes quite fail, but that they will frequently succeed. It is 
not to be understood that, the contraction procured, the placenta 
will always be cast out by the first closing in of the walls any more 
than by the first inclosing from an involuntary pain; but that one^ 
two or more of these solicited and induced contractions will gen- 
erally result as desired, and that the procedure indicated is one of 
the most potent factors in the attainment of that desired result. In 
a case of adherent placenta this stimulated plan is of great ser- 
vice. The work performed by it in separating the adhesion is- 
precisely the same as performed by an involuntary contraction,, 
with this in its favor, that whereas you might wait a long while- 
for the involuntary pain to c<^me, you can often abridge much 
time by the procuied inclosing of the uterine structure. In cases- 
of retained placenta after abortions, which sometimes give the- 
practitioner a deal of trouble, the severe " hearing down" effort 
upon the part of the patient will often materially aid in the re- 
moval of the secondary mass. 

I am aware that the power of voluntary contraction of the ute- 
rus is a matter not only called in question, but by some strenuously- 
denied. I do not propose entering into the discussion of it here, 
but when, under the conditions we have been considering, one- 
has seen the thing many times, he may be justified in believing; 
that he knows exactly what he is talking about. — Dr. Griswoldy. 
in Louisville Med, ^eivs. 

Cataract, Enucleation and Iridectomy. — In a review of 
recent works on the Eye, in the Archives of Medicine, the follow- 
ine passages occur: 

The y^ry important subject of iritis discloses little discrepancy 
of opinion except in the treatment of serous iritis, which Noyes. 
does not make e^sentially diflferent from that of the plastic form,, 
while Williams says of it that ** atropia is by no means to be re- 
garded as the treatment, par excellence^ to be used early and ofterk 
as in the plastic variety. ' The latter considers a solution of the 
strength of two grains of atropia sulph. to 5 i of water sufficiently 
strong to rupture adhesions; while the former advises at least 
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double that stiength, and in New York even eight grains to the 
ounce is frequently used. 

The chapters on cataract have an especial interest by reason of 
the debatable points upon which we are constantly seeking the 
results arrived at by our most expericneed ophthalmologists. 

Noyes would operate on traumatic cataract in one eye because 
of •* gain in enlarging the field of vision, in the stronger mental 
impression, and because, notwithstanding no correcting glass was 
worn, a degree of stereoscopic vision was secured which the pa- 
tients many times found of great advantage." Williams would 
not operate " because the eye operated on, having no accommoda- 
tion, does not harmonize with the more perfect visual act in the 
opposite eye, and at times confuses instead of aiding it." 

The latter would operate on both eyes at once in senile cataract^ 
if both were ready; tlie former would not, preferring to give the 
second eye the advantage gained from the experience of the first 
operation. Anesthesia by sulphuric ether is recommended in» 
most cases by Williams with a fervor inspired by a sight of the 
statue in the public gardens commemorating an event alluded to- 
by all Bostonians who write medical books. Noyes says the em- 
ployment of anesthesia ** depends on the habit of the operator and' 
the wishes of the patient." The use of corneal sutures to close: 
the wound after the extraction of the lens, which was first pro- 
posed about ten years ago by W^illiams, is still recommended by 
him, though it is certainly not in general use among ophthalmolo- 
gists. Removal of soft lens matter by aspiration is condemned 
by both authorities. 

As regards tlie best method of extraction for the majority of 
cases, we find Williams rather non-committal. According ta 
Noyes, the modern operation known as Graefe's modified linear 
extraction has quite supplanted the " flap method," while Wil- 
liams evidently has a fond aftection for the " flap method," which 
he performed so skilfully long before the new method was de- 
vised, and he draws attention to the fact that the development of 
secondary consequences-r-viz., separation of the retina, and irido- 
cyclitis — is beginning to be noticed in an alarmingly large num- 
ber of cases. 

The new operation of optico- ciliary njeurotomy as a substitute 
for enucleation is more enthusiastically mentioned by Williams, 
who says, " there appears to be every reason for believing that it 
may replace the graver operation (enucleation) in a large number 
of the cases, at least, where the enucleation has been performed 
as a preventive measure, before the second eye has become af- 
fected." Noyes says, " it has claims to consideration and is being 
extensively tested." 

Of sclerotomy, the proposed substitute for iridectomy in glau- 
coma, Williams says: " It seems to be conceded that though scler- 
otomy offers a fair chance of success, iridectomy is most to be re- 
lied on for a certain and permanent curative effect, and it is, per- 
haps, sometimes useful for the relief of persistent pain in absolute 
glaucoma, where vision is hopelessly lost." Noyes says, "My own 
experience with it is small, and leaves me to favor iridectomy in 
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critical cases. The efficacy of the proceeding is not fully estab- 
lished, although some have written strongly in its favor." 

In the treatment of stricture of the lachrymal passage there is 
ii decided difference of opinion, Noyes favoring thorough incision 
at once, followed by the use of large probes, even as large as 4 
mm, in some cases. Williams, on the contrary, incises very cau- 
tiously and uses probes of moderate size only. — Pacific Med. your. 

Practical Notes on Neuralgia and Its Treatment. — ^Thcr j 
exists no better established nor more important fact than that neu- 
ralgia is a disease arising when the body is in a state of general 
debility. This is now more generally recognized than formerly, 
when pain was too often regarded as the symptoms of what was 
termed "sthenic inflammation*" to be energfeticallv treated bv low 
diet and repleting remedies. 

As this disease is frequently mistaken for rheumatism, gout, 
spinal irritation, etc., and vice versa^ it may be well to name some 
of the leading features of a typical case of neuralgia, i. It occurs 
when general debility exists, is increased by fatigue, mental or 
bodily, but relieved by food and sometimes by stimulants. 2. The 
pain, which is sudden, darting and excruciating, exhibits ren^irka- 
ble intermissions, especially in the -early stages of the complaint, 
and the constitutional disturbance is' slight (temperature, pulse, 
etc., frequently normal.) 3. It is usually unilateral. 4. As the 
disease advances tender spots (points douleureux) are formed in 
the course of the affected nerves. 

That debility is a prime factor in neuralgia we have but to call to 
our remembrance cases which constantly appear. The over- 
worked, anaemic, badly fed girl, suffering from neuralgia of the 
fifth, the anxious, struggling man in the early years of professional 
life or business, the married woman weakened by child bearing or 
over zealous in domestic cares, and the neuralgia of declining 
years, degeneration having set in, nutrition being defective. In 
our diagnosis we are assisted by the family history of the case, 
whether nervous disease in any of its varied forms has existed. 

The treatment should be directed in every case toward improv- 
ing the general health. Nutrition must be improved by very nour- 
ishing food, well masticated, and if stimulants are prescribed they 
should be given with food; pure air night and day; great cleanli- 
ness and the use of sponging with sea salt and water. Cod liver 
oil and cream are of service, given after meals. Qiiinipc in facial 
neuralgias, and also chloride of ammonium; arsenic in cases of 
angina pectoris; iron and strychnine in anaemic states. Bromide 
of potassium is useful in mild cases, where the pain is not severe, 
but a general nervous condition exists, with restless irritability. 
The subcutaneous injection of morphia, beginning with one-sixth 
of a grain, is the most speedy and useful remedy we possess, and 
is a curative agent; for it checks at once pain, and thus gives us 
the opportunity of carrying out all those constitutional measures 
for improving 'the general health, whilst it disturbs but little appe- 
tite and digestion, and with use a toleration is established, and ap- 
petite sometimes improved; for nothing is more apt to destroy 
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:2ippetite than the distress of severe pahi. In chronic cases of neu- 
ralgia, a blister, not necessarily carried to the point of vesication, 
is often of the greatest possible service, and it is a treatment pecu- 
liarly adapted to old standing intractable cases. 

Jlaving sketched the mode of treatment it is unnecessary to give 
illustrations of the ordinary cases which constantly present them- 
-selves in hospital and private practice. I therefore select from my 
note book one of several successful cases where neuralgia has oc- 
-curred in that period of life when a cure is rarely accomplished 
(some authorities say never) — the degenerative period. 

In March, 1S77, ^ saw, in consultation with Dr. Walker, of 
Wakefield, a lady aged seventy-six, who in early life had suffered 
from neuralgia of the stomach, which had been much aggravated 
by the treatment then in vogue of insufficient nutritive food and 
depleting remedies. This patient was seized with violent pain, 
affecting the nerves of the scalp, and which became so excrucia- 
ting as to deprive her of sleep for many successive nights. She 
became delirious in consequence, and we decided to inject onc- 
-quarter of a grain or morphia. This gave prompt relief and pro- 
cured sleep. She was ordered turtle soup, oysters, and an exceed - 
ingl)' nutritious dietary. She was well supplied with food at night 
also, which invariably relieved the pain. A mixture, containing 
half-drachm doses of aromatic spirit of ammonia and fifteen mi- 
nims of tincture of nux vomica, seemed greatly to improve the 
appetite, which became prodigious and surprising. The tendency 
to degenerate was kept prominently in view, pure air was freely 
supplied in the bedroom, and every other measure taken to im- 
prove nutrition and the general health. As a local application, 
the chloroform liniment with tincture of opium relieved pain, and 
j as soon as the case became chronic, the hair was cut closely and 

blistering fluid applied to the tender spots, which were well de- 
veloped in this case; multiple abscesses formed, and were frc- 
»quently opened by Dr. Walker. The old lady, after an illness of 
*hree months' severe suftering, recovered perfectly, left Wakefield 
for Harrogate, and is now (18S2) in fair health, having had no re- 
turn whatever of her former complaint. Iler body is feeble, but 
•her mind extraordinarily clear and bright for a lady who has passed 
her eightv-first year. — iLondon Lancet. 

A NcTV Sleep-producing Agent. — Professor C. Bin/, in a 
-series of articles contributed to the Berliner klinische Wochen- 
'schrift, announces the discovery of nerve-depressing and sleep- 
producing properties in ozone. 

The accepted view regarding this gas has been that it is very 
•easily decomposed, nascent oxygen being set free; that it is ex- 
tremely irritating on this account to the tissues, acting much like 
-chlorine, and that it cannot be absorbed by t^^e blood. Binz, how- 
•cver, shows that, in proper quantities, it is not irritating, can be 
inhaled and absorbed, producing, as he claims, peculiar effects on 
the nervous system. 

The gas was generated by the sparks of an electric b.ittery con- 
itaining iour of Bunsen's element. The ozonized air was con- 
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ducted bv ;i lube tlirough chloride of calcium. It was then carriecf 
b}' a tube either to a large air-tight glass bell, in which an animal 
was placed, or to a mask which was worn by the persons who in- 
haled it. Animals were first tried. If a strong and long-concinued 
dose of the ozone was supplied, the usual symptoms of laryngeal 
and tracheal catarrh with strangulation .and death occurred. JT 
supplied in more diluted quantities for less than two hours, sleep' 
or a lethargic condition was produced. Frogs, rabbits, and kit- 
tens, reacted best. The latter would, in the course of ten or fifteen 
minutes, become quiet and then lie down and apparently sleep- 
Shaking the jar would not arouse them. When removed and sup- 
plied with fresh air, however, they soon returned to their normal 
condition. Several animals were killed after having been in this 
condition, and no changes in the air- passages or other tissues noted. 
Precautions were taken and experiments made to show that there- 
was no carbonic acid-poisoning and no introduction of nitrous 
oxide gas. The animals could, as a rule, be kept in the bell jar for 
two hours before any symptoms of irritation appeared, even of the* 
outer parts of the air-passages. 

The experiments were then tried upon human beings, Dr. Hugo 
Schultz w*as the first to submit himself. Subsequently ^\^ other 
gentlemen inhaled the gas. Three of them were put to sleep by it, 
the others were slightly stupefied or otherwise depressed. The* 
time required for bringing on sleep varied between six and sixteen 
minutes. The sensations during this time were very agreeable. 
After removal of the gas the sleeper would awake within half a 
minute, generally sooner. It was suggested that in one quite sus- 
ceptible person the condition was a Iwpnotic one, but inhalation in 
the same way of pure air produced no effect. After awaking 
there was some feeling of fatigue, but this soon passed away. 

Large and prolonged doses of the gas produced sensations of 
nausea, dizziness, and strangling. But the diluted ozone was. 
breathed for over half an hour without harm. Binz states that in^ 
too small amounts no effect is gotten; in too large ones, irritation 
is produced. He compares its action in this respect to that of al- 
cohol when given. Prof. Binz claims no practical results from his 
discovery as it stands at present, but thinks that like every new 
scientific truth it may have, eventually, some useful bearing. — N.. 
2^. Afed. Record, 

Nitrous Oxide. — Further experience has not changed the rela- 
tive position or very much enlarged the sphere of action of nitrous^ 
oxide. That it is the safest of all anaesthetics has been established 
beyond a question. In one institution where such administration 
is subject of record, this gas has been given over icx>,ooo times, 
and not only without a death but without causing in a single in- 
stance symptoms sufliciently serious to necessitate transporting the 
patient home in a carriage. In the city of Philadelphia alone, it 
has been given over 13-^,000 times without a death, and without 
any injurious results. Death cannot be justly attributed to it in 
more than four cases since its introduction. — /*". C. Rccvi\ in 
Holmes' Siirg,^ Amer. Jufition. — Med, Rcc, 
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Treatment of Diabetes by Bromide of Potassium. — Before 
the meeting of the Academie de Medicine a member read a paper 
on the treatment of diabetes by bromide of potassium. For the 
last six yeai s the author has made this disease the object of his re- 
searches, and during^ that period he treated fifteen cases. He ig- 
nored entirely the classic regime of ghiten bread, etc.. being of the 
opinion that the disease consisted, not in the presence of sugar in 
the urine, but in the disorder of the organism, which produced the 
sugar in excess. Having had a patient who was diabetic, but who 
consulted him for certain nervous aflections, he observed that un- 
der the influence of the bromide of potassium, of which he pre- 
scribed a drachm a day, the former disease yielded. This case 
gave him the idea to make experiments on rabbits, in which he 
produced artificially diabetes in touching the flour of the fourth 
ventricle, according to the method of .Claude Bernard. Four 
grains of the drug injected into the veins caused the sugar to dis- 
appear in each case. Consequently, ever since, the author has 
entirely adopted this drug in the treatment of the disease in ques- 
tion, and always with good results. The author further insisted 
on the necessity of employing muscular exercise of ^\^xy kind. 
The use of alkalies, and of iron, arsenic, quinine, according to their 
several indications, form part of the general treatment. There is 
one point worthy of remark in the above communication, and that 
is the complete disregard as to regime^ which must be beneficial 
to the patient in that he is relieved from the irksomeness of ob- 
serving a certain imposed diet, which soon disgusts him, and what 
is more grave, keeps him continually dwelling on the affection 
from which he suffers, a fact which often leads to another malady, 
which, though less formidable, is not without producing a delete- 
rious eflfect on the constitution, already weakened by the primitive 
disease, hypochondria. If further researches verify the efllicacy 
of the observations of the learned author, the treatment of this 
grave affection will have made a fas en avant. — Medical Fress^ 
August SO, 18S2. 

Recovery of Nine Cases of Hydrophobia. — At a recent 
meeting of the Paris Academy of Medicine a memorandum was 
read by M. Decroix, reporting nine cases of cure of hydropho- 
bia. The Committee on Rabies made, during the year 1874, a se- 
ries of experiments with medicines said to be useful for curing 
rabies, in which they made use of pilocarpin three times, and in 
every case the remedies hastened death by the violent fits they 
brought on. In the course of his experience, M. Decroix met with 
two cases of rabies which did not end fatallv. The conclusions 
arrived at by the Committee are as follows : 

First. — It has been experimentally demonstrated that rabies may 
recover spontaneously. 

Second. — Up to the present no treatment has proved to be anti- 
hydrophobic, and cases of cure by this or that means may be at- 
tributed to the efforts of nature. 

Third. — All the means used by the Committee since 1874, com- 
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prising principally injections of pilocarpin, have hastened rather 
than retarded the death of the subject. 

Fourth. — ^Those dogs usually recovered which were left without 
treatment, as the medicines brought on violent fits, and there is an 
inclination among medical men to leave men thus attacked in per- 
fect quiet, and only practice experiments on animals The filing 
down of dogs' teeth — an easy and almost painless operation — is 
still the most efficacious preventive of madness. 

Fifth. — Rabid people left in the dark and kept quiet are not sub- 
ject to fits, unless they are brought on by excitement or by ordi- 
nary medicines, and "as far as I am concerned," says M. Decroix, 
**I would rather be attacked by this kind of madness than many 
other diseases, particularly than that red chancre of smokers." — 
Medical Press. 

The Treatment of Intussusception. — In the September 
number of the New York Medical Journal and Obstetrical Re- 
view, Dr. W. R. Gillette, physician at Bellevue Hospital, relates a 
case of intussusception in a child nine months old, relieved by in- 
jections of water, the administration of chloroform by inhalation, 
and manipulation of the tunior felt through the abdominal wall. 
This, he states, is the third case of intussusception in infants which 
he has seen, and which he has been able to reduce by these means. 
He thinks that these cases, from the philosophy of their condi- 
tion, and the necessary measures for relief, are best managed in 
the way indicated In two other instances, in which he saw and 
advised this treatment, reduction was utterly impossible under the 
other methods tried. The children in each of these cases were 
held while struggling, and the injections forced into them against 
all voluntaty and involuntary efforts which they could make. He 
deems the administration of chloroform almost absolutely neces- 
sary in these cases. The reason is not difficult to find, inasmuch 
as, while it gives us such perfect control of the patient, it also eli- 
minates the element of muscular spasm. Moreover, massage is a 
powerful adjuvant to the hydrostatic pressure of water in these 
case^. In the first two cases the obstruction was not overcome 
until massage also was employed. — Ind. Prac. 

Treatment of Yellow Fever by Phenic Acid. — M. Le- 

caille, of Rio Janeiro, following out the doctrine of ferments, has 
been treating yellow tcVer with phenic acid. In twelve cases 
under his care, success was complete. In one instance the stage 
of **black vomit," etc.. had set in, and the patient was almost mor- 
bund. Lecaille saw him at this time, /. c, the fifth day. Phenic 
acid was injected hypodermically, syrup of the phenate of ammo* 
nium was given per orem, and sulpho-phenic per rectum. This 
was done at intervals of two hours. On the third day of treat- 
ment the patient was pronounced cured. A second patient was 
in the cosmic stage of the parasite. Ten hypodermics, together 
with rectal injections of sulpho-phenic and glyco-phenic were made, 
with the result of bringing about a cure on the seventh day. — 
Cronica Med, ^uir. 
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Viability of Premature Children. — Professor Spath recently 
expressed himself as a believer in the very early viability of pre- 
mature children (Wien. Med. Zeitung, &fay 20, 1882). After 
speaking of the" generally accepted opinion that children were not 
to be considered viable until after the completion of seven lunar 
months gestation — twenty-eight weeks (the Prussian law pro- 
nounces the foetus viable that has been carried thirty weeks) — he 
went on to say that his own observations warranted him in mak- 
ing the statement that a foBtus could be kept alive out of the sixth 
month even. Of course, the sixth lunar month is from the end of 
the twentieth to the end of the twenty-fourth week of utero-ges- 
tation. Particular care would naturally be demanded in bringing 
up such youngsters. Enveloping the child in cotton wadding was 
an admirable way of preventing loss of the low degree of body- 
heat such children possessed. The weakness of the digestive 
powers should be met by giving such milk as contains but a small 
amount of casein. As observation shows that the milk of women 
becomes richer in casein the longer they suckle, only young girls 
should be made choice of as wet-nurses, who have been recently 
confined. It was also necessary that the young person chosen 
should have long nipples; for, as the infant itself would be too 
weak to suck and swallow, the nipples ought to project deeply 
into the mouth, so that the milk might in a manner run of itself 
into the stomach. Professor Spath himself had a case under ob- 
servation in \vhich a child born in the sixth lunar month was suc- 
cessfully brought up in the manner above stated, the child being 
at the present time six years old, and quite as well grown and 
strong as its brothers and sisters born at full term. He remarked, 
in conclusion, that the great mortality of premature children was 
easily comprehended when one bore in mind the ordinary high 
death-rate during the first year of infant life. — Med. Press and 
Circular, 

Poisoning from Red Stockings. — Dr. J. Woodward, in The 
Lancet, calls attention to the fact that an irritation of the feet and 
legs, followed by small pustules and a subsequent exfoliation is 
sometimes caused by red stockings. Upon a careful analysis of 
some of the stockings he found that a tin salt, which had been 
used as a mordant in fixing the dye, was present in considerable 
quantity. He succeeded in obtaining as much as 22.3 grains of 
this metal in the form of the dioxide, and as each time the articles 
ar6 washed the tin salt is rendered more easily soluble, the acid ex- 
cretions from the feet attack the tin o>cide, thus forming an irritat- 
ing fluid. — Louisville Med. News. 

Geum Album for Gastric Irritation and Headache. — Dr. 

W. A. Spurgeon, in Therapeutic Gazette, March, 1882, sa^^s, after 
a botanical description of this plant, that it is already useful as an 
anti-emetic; that it relieves gastric irritation (from any cause) and 
headache. A teaspoonful of a tincture, representing eight troy 
ounces to the pint, is a dose, but larger doses may be given. — Vir^ 
ginia Med, Monthly. 
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Pet Animals and Contagious Diseases. — Dr. Hewitt, of 
Lake Superior, relates in the Journal of Coinpar. Med ,an instance 
in which diphtheria was communicated by a cat. For several days 
a pet cat had been sufiering with enlarged cervical glands, other 
cits were similarly affected. The pet cat died in t'le house, and 
on the day of its removal, there broke out in his family a most 
virulent form of diphtheria, resulting in the death of two of his 
children, the doctor barely escaping with his life. Up to this time 
the neighborhood was remarkably free from sickness of any kind. 
The disease spread, and very soon a large portion of the inhabi- 
tants were down with the disease. 

It is to be hoped that more attention will be paid to this subject 
and instances, similar to the above, reported. — /V'. Lancet. 

Treatment of Syphilis. — After dwelling upon the importance 
of exhausting every conceivable means of diagnosis. Sigmund, as 
the result of his long experience, advises removing the initial 
lesion (if the case be seen verv earlv) with knife, cautery, orcaus- 
tic, followed by neat dry dressings. After this he advises defer- 
ring constitutional treatment, except hygienic, until the cutaneous 
manifestations appear. When this arrives he uses for the lighter 
forms the iodine preparations: for graver forms with defective 
nutrition and strength, palpably due to syphilis alone or wide- 
spread pustular, papular or squamous eruptions, mercury. But 
this must never be pushed to salivation. For the gravest tertiary 
forms he recommends mcrcurv and iodides alternately. — {Ncucre 
Bchandltifigsivcisc dcr Syphilis.) — Amcr. Prac. 

Small-Pox and Scarlatina Occurring Simultaneously in 
Same Subject. — Chrostowski (Gaz. Lekars., i88i. No. 53) re- 
lates a case in a patient ajt. 19. On the fifth day after scarlatina 
had been diagnosed, red spots and papules appeared over the face; 
the upper limbs, hard palate and other parts remaining free from 
the scarlatinous rash. Temperature immediately fell from 105.5^ 
to 103.6°. For some days new papules continued to appear, always 
selecting with mathematical precisencss non-scarlatinous spots. 
The change of papules into pustules coincided with desquamation 
of the scarlatina eruption over the trunk. Aftc^, the course of the 
small-pox was regular and generally mild. Four weeks later the 
patient left cured, No albuminuria. — Loud. A fed. Records J^^fy 
15, 1882. 

Small-Pox in Birds. — Dr. Hewson, of Philadelphia, claims 
that he has traced this disease to the English sparrows' nests. The 
senior editor of the Pittsburgh Medical Journal has seen the erup- 
tion of small-pox among the poultry of a family he was attending 
for that disease, in 1849. The disease was manifested principall}' 
upon the head and comb of the fowl, and the parts beneath the 
bill not covered with feathers. These parts were covered with 
pustules resembling those met with in the human subject, closing 
the eyes and swelling the head to double its former size. The 
disease appeared to be contagious, and was quite fatal. — St. Louis 
Clin. Record. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



The Ways of Plants. — In a great many cases leaves are said 
to sleep; that is to say, at the approach of night they change their 
position, and sometimes fold themselves up, thus presenting a 
^smaller surface for radiation, and being in consequence less ex- 
posed to cold. Mr. Darwin has proved experimentally that leaves 
which were prevented from moving suffered more from cold than 
those which were allowed to assume their natural position. He 
has observed with reference to one plant, Maranfa arnndinncea^ 
the arrow-root, a West Indian species allied to Caiina, that if the 
plant has had a severe shock it can not get to sleep for the next 
two or three nights. 

The sleep of flowers is, also, probably a case of the same kind, 
though, as I have elsewhere attempted to show, it has now, I be- 
lieve, special reference to the visits of insects; those flowers which 
.are fertilized by bees, butterflies, and other day insects, sleep by 
night, if at all; while those which are dependent on moths rouse 
themselves toward evening, as already mentioned, and sleep by 
•day. These motions, indeed, have but an indirect reference to our 
present subject. On the other hand, in the dandelion {Leontodon)^ 
the flower-stalk is upright while the flower is expanded, a period 
which lasts for three or four days; it then lowers itself and lies 
-close to the ground for about twelve days, while the fruits are 
ripening, and then rises again when they are mature. In the Cy- 
clamen the stalk curls itself up into a beautiful spiral after the 
flower has faded.^ — Pop. Science Monthly. 

The London Times publishes a synopsis of some papers on the 
*** tremors of the earth'* by the committee appointed to measure 
the lunar disturbance of gravity, and by Mr. G. Darwin, which 
■contains some statements new to the public. It is considered 
proved by the men of science engaged that the crust of the earth 
t)ends under the weights imposed on it till, " when the barometer 
rises an inch over a land area like that of Australia, the increased 
load of air sinks the entire continent two or three inches below 
the normal level." The Imd actually sinks and rises under the 
pressure of the mass of water thrown upon it by the tides, the 
maximum rise and fall on the Atlantic seaboard reaching five 
inches. This effect is felt at the bottom of the deepest mine, and 
■may reach for an unknown distance. It follows that the crust of 
the earth must be of exceeding tenacity, exceeding as a minimum 
that of granite; and its swayings may be the causes of phenpmena 
hitherto quite unexplained, as, for example, the relation between 
storm and earthquake. So universal, frequent and unavoidable 
are these disturbances that the inquiry into the lunar disturbance 
of gravity has been given up. No depth can be found at which a 
recording instrument can be placed so as to escape their effect. 
The round earth pants, in fact, like a breathing being, under the 
changes always going on above her. — Mech. News. 
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Cautious — We are not sufficiently alive in this part of the globe to 
the importance of the maxim, ** In time of peace prepare for war.'" 
Nobody has thought, for instance, of adding to the other hin- 
drances to the completion of the Brooklyn Bridge a suggestion 
that whenever England invades this country she will take posses- 
sion of Long Island, occupy Brooklyn and rush her troops over 
the bridge into New York. But it appears to be a settled fact 
that the project of a Channel Tunnel from England to France is 
to be abandoned for a reason very like the one we have described. 
General Sir Garnet Wolseley, who is just now in a position not to- 
be safely contradicted, declares that it will not do. The Duke of 
Cambridge, commander-in-chief of the British army, is of the 
same opinion. A committee of which Sir Archibald Alison is the 
chairman has reported various plans for fortifying the tunnel, 
stifling a hostile force with irrcspirable gas, drowning and crush- 
ing them, and blowing both them and the tunnel into the next or 
the nether world; but after all these grim precautions are taken, 
the committee still doubts whether the enemy might not get over. 
It follows that this generation will not witness the building of the 
tunnel; and it will fortunately pass away too soon to hear the de- 
risive laughter of a future one. — Mech, News. 

Novel Uses of the Electric Light. — A company is now ne- 
gotiating with the government for a contract to light the City of" 
Washington by placing around the dome of the Capitol a series- 
of powerful electric lamps, aggregating several hundred thous- 
and candles in brilliancy. It is proposed in this wa\ to light the 
city to the distance of a mile in all directions better than it is usu- 
ally done by street gas-lamps. 

rearl-fishing, it is now thought, can be conducted with great 
success by means of submerged electric lights in place of the old 
mode of employing divers. Incandescent lamps, of the Edison 
form will be let down to the ocean bed, making it as light as the- 
surface in daylight, while operators with suitable grappling tongs,-. 
at the surface, will pick up the pearl oysters and deposit them ir^ 
crates sunken for the purpose at the depth of a hundred feet ov 
more. 

Look out, now, for a supply of these lovely gems, larger 
than have yet been seen, since aged oysters can be taken* 
from a depth far beyond the reach of the old-time diver. — Litera- 
ry Microcosm. 

MoNS. Camille Flammarion, the French astronomer, endeav- 
ors to account tor the recent remarkable changes of Mars by sup- 
posing that inundations and other movements of great boaies or 
water are more extensive on that planet than on earth. — Ex. 

The transit of Venus, which occurs December 6, will be visi- 
ble to the naked eye. The beginning and close of the transit can 
be seen in all the Atlantic States of North America, and through- 
out South America. — Ex 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULll. 

Torpor of the Colon. — Dr. IT. C Ghent, (Class of 1856), 
l>clton, Texas. — A few days ago, in looking over one oi my old 
note-books, I found the following: *'Tefferson Clinic, January 9th, 
1S56, service Prof Dunglison, case No. 6. Male adult. 

R 2vlagnes. sulph 5 j' 

Potass, bitart 3j\ 

Ferri* sulph 9 ss. 

M. Sig. For a quart of water. Dose: A wincglassful every 
morning before breakfast. 

Prof. D. then remarked that he often added to the foregoing: 

R Subcarb. iron grs. xv. M. 

This he called the Ferro-salinc. The alcove prescription, in 
varying proportions, I have used thousands of times during the 
past quarter of a Century, and can safely say that in nineteen cases 
out of twenty, with the happiest results. I have prescribed it, 
when indicated, for most all ages, male and female, but there is 
one chus oi patients to which, as Dr. D. taught, it is best suited, 
viz: during adult female life, where there is ana*mia with torpor 
of the colon or habitual constipation. For a case of this charac- 
ter, my usual prescription is the following — 

R Magncs. sulph 5 ij, 

Potass, bitrat 3 j\ 

Ferri sulph J) ij, 

Tinct. aurantii cort 5 iv, 

Aquic q. s. ad 5 xxxij. 

M. Sig. Wineglassful every morning before breakfast. 

Xo one prescription from any teacher or professional friend has 
ever been of so much service to me in the treatment of the above 
class of cases. 1 often add the subcarbonatc of iron in larger 
proportion than the original. The dose is not so nauseous as one 
would imagine from its composition. — College and Clinic Record, 



Remedy for Asthmatic Paroxysms — 

R Tict. lobeliic 5 ij. 

Amnion, iodid 3 iij. 

Amnion* bromide o ^v, 

SyrujT tolu 5 iv. 

M. Sig. Teaspoonful every one to four hours. — Bartholoiv. 

Dysmenorrhcea. — 

R Tinct. cimicifuga J 

Cimicifugic > aa 3 i. 

Spec, tinct. pulsatilla ) 

Aqua dist 5 iv. 

M. Sijr. Teaspoonful four times a dav. — Med. Brief. 
3 ^ 
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Nervine and Anti-Spasmodic — 

R Potassii broinidi gis. x, 

Tinct. conii gtt. xxx, 

Tinct. val. ammonia' ortt. xx, 

AqiiiL' camph § j. 

M. A fiivoritc prescription in the Hospital of Chest diseases, 
London. It is useful in epilej^sy, dysmenorshcea, chorea, hyste- 
ria and the like. — xMcii. Summary. 

Apthous Sore Mouth in Infants. — Prof. Wallace (College 
and Clinical Record recommends the followinj^: 

R Sodii sulphitis gr. xxx, 

Glycerine ) ^ -. 

* / aa ,^ ss. 

Aqua ) ^ 

M. To be used on a swab every two hours. Scrupulous clean - 
liftess is required when a nursing bottle is used. The rubber nip- 
ple should be turned inside out after each using, washed clean and 
kept in a solution of baking soda until again needed. It is better 
to have two nipples, and to use them alternately. Milk must not 
be allowed to stand in the bottle till it grows sour. — American 
Medical Journal . 

Treatment of Eczema of the Genitalia, Pruritus and Leu- 
corrhcea. — Iii cases of eczema, in which glyceroles and unguents 
have failed, the following formula has been successful : 

R Chlorate of potassium 30 grammes. 

Wine of opium 50 grammes. 

Pure water i quart. 

Applied to the parts by linen compresses covered with oiled silk. 
If there is much inflammation, precede this with warm hip baths 
and cataplasms sprinkled with powdered carbonate of lime. In 
obstinate pruritus, associated with leucorrhcra, a tablespoonful of 
mixture of equal parts of tincture of iodine and iodide of potas- 
sium, in a quart of warm tar- water (tar- water holding the iodine 
in solution) used daily, night and morning, removes the pruritus 
and ameliorates the leucorrhoDa. In foetid leucorrhoca two or three 
tablespoon fuls (in a quart of warm water morning and evening, 
as an injection) of the following formula will be found useful — 

R Chlorate of potassium \i grammes, 

Wine of opium 16 " 

Tar-water 300 " 

Or, 

R White vinegar (or wine) 300 grammes, 

Tinct. eucalyptus 45 

Acid salicvlic i 

Salicylate of soda 20 

One to tlve Icaijpooufuls in a quart of warm water as an injcc 
lion two or three times a day. — Med. Summary. 
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Boracic Acid Ointment. — M.J. L. Championnlcre recom- 
mends an ointment made of vaseline and boracic acid as hn anti- 
septic mixture which can be preserved indefinitely and is of great 
value, being non-irritating. 

It forms a bland ointment suitable for superficial ulcers or 
wounds which are not to be irritated; it is applied on a cloth, c)n 
salicylated or absorbent cotton batting. 

It can be used with advantage as an application for eczema and 
intertrigo, which, although not parasitic, gives rise to lesions con- 
taining and keeping them. 

There is no better topical remedy for the er} thema of the but- 
tocks of infants. It is an ointment always clean and aseptic to 
grease the finger and instruments. Wherever there is an irritated 
wound, it is a most valuable topical application. 

Boracic acid is a less energetic antiseptic than carbolic acid; but 
its action is nevertheless powerful. 

The author has successfully employed it in very feet id eczemas, 
and in foetid sweating of the teet. After washing the feet, the 
ointment is applied in the interdigital spaces; the eflcct is very 
good. 

The folio .ving is the formula of the ointment — 

Boracic acid, finely powdered i part, 

Vaseline 2 parts. 

The acid must be very finely powdered and sifted and not dis- 
solved in glycerine or alcohol, as this renders the mixture irritat- 
ing. — yovr, de Med. et de Chirurg Prat. — St. Louis Med. and 
Surg. JournaL 

A Specific for Singultus. — This very common aflTection, of 
infants and children especially, has a specific remedy, at least one 
which I have never known to fail. Moisten granulated sugar 
with good cidar-vinegar; give to an infant from a few grains to a 
teaspoonful. The ellect is almost instantaneous, and the dose sel- 
dom needs to be repeated. I have used it for all ages, from infants 
a few months old to those on the down-hill side of life. Try it. — 
Henry Tucker^ M. D. 

Dr. Yuna's Vegetable Liver Pill. — ^Thc following is a good 
vegetable liver pill — 

R Leptandrin /.2 scruple, 

Podophyllin j^ 

Ext. belladon >ij 

Ext. nux vom j4 

Pulv. ipecac 5 grains. 

M. ft. pil. 30. Sig. One, two or three times A'X\\\\-^7^ruogisCs 
Circular. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



HrLDKJjRAXDT, the great gynecologicul teacher of Koniiiiifrebiirg, 
is <](^ad. 

ETirEK vs. CHI.0R0FOKM.— The number of deaths tliiis far recorded 
of chloro^'orm is 368, while those from ether are only 27. 

The American Gynecological Association will h»»ld its next meet- 
ing in Philadelphia on the third Tuesday in September, 1883. 

Medical Journai^,— It is said that the number of ^ledic^al Jour- 
nala published in the City of Philadelphia falls but little short of the 
entire number publisheil in the whole of England. 

The Order of Disorder in Mental Disease, by O. Everts, M. D., 
superintendent of the Cincinnati Sanitarium. This is a well written, 
able and instructive paper on the subject treated. 

Error.— In our August number, page 293, there is a mistake- 
copied from an exchange— which every subscriber should turn to and 
correct. It should read— 

R Bismuth subnit 3 ijss, 

Igulv. creta, aromat. cum. opii 3 ss. 

Pepsin sacch ,:; ij. 

M. Make 8 powders. As it originally stands the opium is in dan- 
gerous proportion. 

A MAD DOCTOB, 

It is stated that Dr. McLean, of Detroit, Mich., has instituted a 
libel suit against one of the city papers for 150,000. We don't know the 
provocation, but suppose the paper has been criticising the Doctor's 
professional conduct 

^fKDlCAL moan ESS. 

There are those engaged in the practice of medicine who discard 
the fact of the great progrets which has, of late years, been made in 
medical science. They are old fogy-routine practitioners who do not 
read the [Medical Journals, and as a consequence donH know what Is 
going on. They reject, or fffectto despise, all new drugs and new 
Agencies, because they do not know Low to use them. They are too 
lazy to read the Journals and improve themselves, or hold their purse- 
strings too tightly to devote a small pittance— perhaps the proceeds of a 
single medical visit— to pay for a Journal which would keep them 
posted on the advances of the profession. Many of this class of men 
are located at points where they are the only dependence, occupying 
perhaps good fields, and crowding out better men. The people, in 
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their ignorance, know no better than to sustain and patronize them, 
and are thus placed at a most serious disadvantage. 

How these careless men can reconcile it to their consciences to 
practice medicine in ignorance of so many valuable agencies that they 
could and ought to learn, we cannot understand. Among these valu- 
able means are included the use of an aesthetics*, the clinical thermome- 
ter, the hypodermic syringe, the use of veratrum, gelsemium, aconite, 
the bromides and many other valuable remedies and appliances, ^vI)ich 
of late years have so enlarged and strengthened the armanaentarium of 
the practitioner. 

As journalists we have a good opportunity to know this fact. It is 
vain that we appeal to them through circulars or otherwise, and the as- 
tonishing'' fact remains that scarcely one in ten of those engaged in the 
practice ever buy a new book or read the medical journals. 

It is clearly the duty of the progrefsive medical men — those who 
read and th6se m^o write, those who feel some degree of i)ride in their 
profession— to use their influence to advance and elevate the profession 
by inducing practitioners everj' where to read and sustain the medical 
literature of the country, and to inform themselves in the advances of 
our noble art. And, in doing this, let not the extremely cheap and 
trashy Journals be sustained to the neglect of the more useful and sub- 
stantial Journals in your own section. Ijet medical societies be organ- 
ized in every neighborhood ; let the brotherhoo*! of the profession be 
encouraged by mingling together, thus cultivating social relations and 
uniting heart and hand in maintaining and advancing the great in- 
terests of the profession. 



A New York Doctor, woiTied, worn aud weary 
Wilh dust and heat and circumstances dreary, 

llesolved to rusticate and go a flsliing ; 

And so be bids John tell ail persons wishing 
His counsel that a case of IcIUhyosw 

Has called him out of town in consultation, 
His patients set him down a second Moses, 

And propagate abroad their admiration.— Jtif//fr MeiL Jour. 

A Georgia Doctor, worried, worn and often caught 
By calls which ne'er a dime to his" pocket brouglit, 
Had in his house a room named Billy JanrM, 
Wliere, as a ruse, he oft did rest his weary bones ; 
And when his servant Jack answered to a eall 
From one of doubtful means, or none at all— 
Especially if in his bed the Doctor snug and warm 
Heard the loud hello! out in the dismal storm— 
Uuoth Jack in meek if not regretful tones— 
"The Doctor will spend the night at JUUi/ Jinus\"> 
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PAMPHLETS PEC FIVE I). 
Life of John M. llriggs, of Bowling Green, Kentucky. By W. K. 
Bowling, M. D. 

The place where born, and the time whe:i. 
Have much to do in making men. 

The early diagnosis of Chronic Bright's Disease. liy T, A. Mc» 
Bride, M. D., of New York. 
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The application of Pressure in diseases of the Uterus, Ovaries and 
Peri-Uterine structures. By V. H. Talllaferro, M. D., Atlanta, Geor- 
gia, Professor of Obstetrics and Di£eases of Women and Cbildren in 
the Atlanta Medical College. 

Abortive treatment of Mammary Abscesses and the cure of Fissured 
Nipples by means of a new and eflectual compress. By George H 
Noble, M. D., Atlanta, Georgia. 

Some observations on Ihe Therapeutic l^sc of Alcohol. By Alfred K. 
Hills, M. D., of New York. 

Treatment of Consumption, indicated by the discoveries of Koch and 
others of Its Parasitic origin. By M. L. James, M. D., Professor of Ma- 
teria Medica and Therai)euticsin the Medical College of Virginia. 

The antiseptic treatment of wounds after operations and injuries. By 
W. T. Briggs, M. D., Professor of Surgery, Medical Departments of 
University of Nasliville and Vanderbilt Unis^ersity. 

Gunshot wound of the abdomen. Fecal fistula— spontaneous closure. 
Becovery, with remarks on treatment, including a further consideration 
of the action and applications of quinine. By A. Sibley Campbell, M. 
D., Augusta, Georgia, Secretary of the Medical Association of Georgia; 
member of the American Medical Association, etc. Beprinted from 
tne Transactions of the Medical Association of Georgia— Thirty-second 
annual session, 1881. 

Htricture of the Rectum, treated by electrolysis. By Bolwrt New- 
man, M. D., of New York. 

Gonorrhceal Ophthalmia, its Complications and Besults ; Iridectomy 
for Artificial pupil. A clinical lecture at Michigan College Hospital, by 
C. J. Lundy, M. D., Professor of diseases of the eye, ear and throat. 



BOOK NOTICES. 

Tfte Pkoblem of Human Life— Embracing the "Evolution of 
Sound" and "Evolution Evolved '' with a review of the six great 
modern scientists^ Darwin, Huxley, Tyndall, Haeckei, Helmholtz 
and Mayer— thirty-fourth thoasand. By A. Wllford HaH, New 
York. Hall & Co., 2;5 Park Row. Price $1 .00. 

We have examined the above work with more than usual interest, and 
must acknowledge ourself constrained by force of argument to yield 
some of our preconceived opinions on scientific subjects. To be prop- 
erly understood or appreciated, the work must be carefully studied, and 
this we have not done, having l^een carried hurriedly through it by the 
novelty and interest of the writer's views. 

The conclusion seems inevitable that the wave theory of sound so 
long accepted as true by the scientific world is in reality a falacy, hav- 
ing no foundation in fact. This we think is clearly established by the 
writer in this book. 

The position taken by the author that life in man and all living crea- 
tures is a substantial entity, consisting of real, though incorporeal sub- 
stance, is exceedingly plausible. He hol<is that everything, indeed, is 
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substauee^ and that the difTerence between matoridlaud immaterial ob 
jects is only in degreeTof density or attenuation. Electricity, light, heat, 
magnetism and the spirit of man— even God himself—he regards as 
substantial entities. To appreciate the strength of his argument in favor 
of this theory one must read the work. We pretend not hereto explain 
his views, and only refer in general terms to the work as being one of 
rare interest and ability, worthy the perusal and study of intelligent 
ftnd thinking men. His criticisms upon the doctrines of the evolution- 
ists are very forcible and interesting, and constitute the only satisfac- 
tory rebuttal that has yet appeared to the doctrines of Haeckel, Darwin 
and other materialistic writers. 

A Practical Laboratory Coui^e in Medical Chemistry. Hy 
John C. Draper, M. D., Professor of Chemistry in the Medical De- 
partment of the University of New York, and of Physiology and 
Natural History in the College of the Citv of New York. William 
Wood & Co., 66 LaFayette Place, New York, 1SS2. McCfarrity & 
Laird, Agents, Atlanta, Ga. 

This is a snug little work, containing an abridgment or condensed 
outline of Prof. Draper's Laboiatory Course, and admirably arranged 
to give to the student a practical knowledge of those Chemical manipu- 
lations and tests which every intelligent physi(dan ouglit to understand 
and is expected to possess. These are important in diagnosis, in (lues- 
tionsof Medical Jurisprudence and in many hygienic problems which 
are likely to arise in the experience of eveiy i)ractitioner. The book is 
arranged with alternate blank pages tor the convenience of the student 
in taking notes, etc. The alphabetical list of Hymbols and Formultu 
will be found exceedingly instructive and useful. 

Quiz Compknds, No. 1.— Questions on Anatomy. By Samuel (). 
li. Potter, M. A., M. D., Author of Index of Comparative Thera- 
peutics, and of the Jjea Prize Essay of the Jefferson Medical C'ol- 
legeonDyslalia; A Study of Speech and its Defects, with sixty- 
three illustrations. Philadelphia : P. Blakiston <0 Son, 1012 Wal- 
nut street, 1882. 

A book of Questions and Answers in Anatomy, very convenient 
and useful to the teacher of Anatomy and to the medical student. 
Superfluities are omitted and the cream and pith of the essencial por- 
tions of the Science only included. 

On Asthma, Its Patiioi^ooy and Tkeatmknt. By Henry Hyde 
Salter, M. D., F. R. S., Fellow of the Koyal College of Physician.**, 
Physician to Charing Cross Hospital and Lecturer on the Principles 
and J*ractice of Medicine at the Charing Cross Hospital Medical 
School. First American from the last English edition. New York: 
Wm. Wood & Co. McGarrity & Laird, Agents, Atlanta, Ga. 

The work is illustrated, con tains 279 octavo pages, is well written 
and we may say is exhaustive of the important subject of which it 
treats. In ti-eating hay fever the continued use of strychnine during 
the attack is mentioned as an absolute cure with many persons. A 
cruise on a yacht is also mentioned as an absolute specific, because it 
removes the patient from .the cause of suffering. To relieve the parox- 
ysms of Asthma stimulants in the shape of strong co/Fee and whisky 
are favorably mentioned. 
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AN Essay on the Evils and Uses of Tobacco. By Rev. I. L. 

Kephart, A. M. Written in competition for a prize of fifty dollars 

oltered by Kev. W. S. Titus, of Charlotte, Mich. Daylon, Ohio, 

United Brethren Publishing House, 1882. 

A little work of seventy-five pages, well written, aiwl containing 
useful and instructive facts on the great evil of the u^-e of tobacco. 

Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of West Virginia— 
14th and loth Annual Session, 1881-^82, held at Wheeling, May 24, 
1882 — two volumes in one, making a work of 840 octavo pages. 
The addresses and papers are, many of them, able and interesting. 

We have not, at present, space to mention them as they deserve. 
The officers for the present year are as follows : 
President— Dt, B, \V Allen. Vlce-J^eHdents — Drs. W. L. Grant, 

J. H. Manown, C. Sh river. Secretary— J>t, 8. L. Jepson. 



RECEIPTED. 

18.S1.- Di-s. l\ M Wftlkcr, E P Ovorby, McCjilIum. A A Stanley. 

I>*'i.-Di-s. W Cuslck. r M Catcliing, O M MoMUlaii, A J Plnson, B E Clark, M 
n Pollard, WS Glass, H J Walker, W H Toek, J B lUitlaud, lUcliard Inge, M V 
HarringU)n, T N Skecn, Jno. G Moore, J W linger. 

J.SS.!.-Drs. L M Wood, to Oct.. f I Nance, W H Boyken, A B Coleman, T S Jones. 



SPECIA.L NOTICES. 



PARHE, DAVIS A I'O.-This niasnlftcent PruK oslablishnienl, locat<vI at Pr- 
Iroit., Micli., have, by unremitting per8overan<'e and falthAilueKSlnail their bu8inc««K 
infori'Hls, obtained the confidence and good will of the medical profcKsion throuKb- 
out tlie entire country. They have accomplished much for the prepress of Medlc^il 
.Science and largely benefitted luaukiud by the Introtluctlon of new and lm|x>rtant 
Drugs. They are entitled to the thanks of the Profession, and Justly deserve the 
liipdi reputation to which they have attained. 

WM. R. WARNCR A €0.— This splendid Drug establiKlimcnt continues to 
maintain the confidence and support of the Medical Profossion cveQ'where. Their 
preparations are specially commended for their purity and neatness. And forthecnre 
with which thev are manufactured. Their Ijeautiful Parvules are becoming more 
and more popular, and are certainly a great convenience to the practitioner. The 
house holds a deservedly high reputation throughout the whole country. 

Celerina— Dr. W. T. Leachman, of Louisville, Kentuckj', says: I have used 
Cklkrina in the treatment of nervous diseases with ihe most gratifying K^ults, 
and in a few cases of Opium habit. I am thoroughly satisfied with Its remedial 
efiects in this particular altliction. 

Plnnn rnna<l€ii»lH.— Dr. J. C. Nidcletj of St Louis. Missouri, says: After 
many years' experience with Kennedy's Extract of the Pinus Canadensis, I uuhe.«(l- 
tntingly state that its use in all diseases aflcctlng the mucous membrane Is in- 
valuable. 

New Castle, I*f.nn., ^Lay 17th, 1^80. 

To Wm. F. KiDDiCK, Ks(j.-Sir: 1 have used HYDROLEIUTE freely In my 
practice for the last three or four months, and am well satisfied with its ortects. ai5 1 
have pre scriljed It in several cases that had been taking Cod- Liver Oil wltliout 
apparent benefit, and who Immediately began to Improve under the use of Hvdro- 
LKi>'E, and to this dale the improvement seems to be permanent. 

H. P. PEEBLES. M. D. 

RKKD A €ARNRI€K.-The polite and Intelligent agent of this excellent house 
called at our office and exhibited a number of samples prepareti by them. For neat- 
ness, beauty and excellence of combination they cannot be surpassed. We ask our 
readers to read their advertisement on next to last cover page In this Journal; also 
the Beef Peptonolds advertisement, and to test their preparations. We have found 
them very useful In p.Tactice. 

LiIST£RI]N£.— Now that the father of antisci)tic surgery has placed carbolic 
Mcld under ban, and recommcnde<l eucalyptus as an ettlclent substitute for It, wc 
would advise physicians to give LilSTERlNE a trial. Eucalyptus is one of its con - 
siiiuents; and the preparation, being a perfect solution, is presented in a form 
niostconvenlent lor general uiie,— Louisville Medical Aeww, June 2bthy 1881. 

More of ELLIOTT'S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to different parts of the country since Jan- 
uary Ist. The proprietor invites a thorough Investigation and comparison of every 
Bag in the market. The U. U. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT. Dfjctorsthat dothe same thing get the standard article. Scud for circular 
to A. A, MELLlEK,7oy Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 



A CASE OF SEVERE UTERINE HEMORRHAGE— TWO 

WEEKS AFTER DELIVERY. 



By T. II Grkenley, M. D., of Kentucky. 



Mrs. C, aged 28 years, of good general health and family record, 
was confined on August 3d, 1881. The labor was natural in every 
particular, and she expressed herself as having a better time than 
either of her previous labors, this being her third. Her lying-in 
period was attended witli no untoward symptom; her lochial dis- 
charge somewhat diminished in (iiiantity; her appetite good, and 
feeling so well at the expiration of two weeks she got up and was- 
about the house and out in the yard. While in the yard, without 
any premonition, she wms taken suddenly with a severe hemor- 
rhage from the womb, and by the time she was taken into the 
house and put to bed she was pulseless. By the time I arrived, 
about an howr and a half after the attack, the bleeding had meas- 
urably ceased, but she was still nearly pulseless. Her mother, who 
was present, had the thought to lower her head by elevating the foot 
of the bed, which probably had the effect of partially restoring the 
failing action of the heart. 

By the use of proper stimulants and hemostatics, I soon suc- 
ceeded in arresting the fiirther flow of blood and establishing re- 
action. 
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I .saw her every day for one week, and by the use of proper 
kinds of nourishment — the pnncipal part of which was milk, she 
rallied and felt strong enough to sit up, and expressed a desire to 
do so, but 1 cautioned her that it would not be safe to do so for 
several davs yet. When I left her on this day I told her she was 
doing so well that I would not return unless sent for. But the 
night following, a messenger came after me in a gieat hurry, 
stating that Mrs. C. was dying from a second hemorrhage. I has- 
tened to her bedside, and found her pulseless and completely pallid. 
I now thought she would certainly die before reaction could be 
l)rouglU about. On examination found blood still oozing from the 
womb. Used tampons, and exhibited ergot, stimulants and nour- 
ishment, as well as warmth, etc., to the extremities. It was nearly 
twenty-four liours before reaction was established, so that the pulse 
could be felt at wrist. At this critical period I had my friend, 
Professor Hailing, of Louisville, sent for. In order to arrest the 
oozing from the womb we injected tincture iodine and carbolic 
acid into the organ, which had the desired effect. vShe now im- 
proved gradually until Monday night, the 29th, when she had a 
very severe chill, followed by high fever. The second hemorrhage 
occurred on Wednesday, the 23d. She had had no excess of tem- 
perature from the time of the tirst flooding on the 37th up to the 
time of the chill on night of the 39th; but after the chill her tem- 
perature was 104.5. '^^^ fever continued high until next eveniner 
(30th) when it gradually declined until i o'clock, when there was 
only one degree excess of heat. About daylight on the morning 
of the 31st, she had a second chill, with as high reaction as fol- 
lowed the first. 

Her temperature again fell within one degree of normal in the 
evening (Wednesday) and she had no more chills. There w^as 
some fever during Thursday, September ist, and on Friday, the 
2d, gradually became higher until the next day — her temperature 
again reached 104.3; *^^^^ ^.V niidnight fell to 88.5. 

Next morning, Sunday, September 4th, her fever began to rise, 

and by 4 o'clock attained its maximum, 104.5. '^^^^ same occurred 

on Monday, the. 5th, but on Tuesday, the 6th, her temperature did 

not get higher than 103.5 '^^ ^^^^ afternoon, and gradually abating 
until midnight, when it was 100.5. 

Wednesday, the 7th, her teniperature again rose to 103.5, ''^^^ ^^ 
night went down to loi. On Thursday morning her temperature 
iigain came up to 103.5 She died on this day at 10 o'clock a. m. 

My friend and neighbor. Dr. Foss, saw the patient with me on 
the 2d and 7th of September, the last visit being on the day before 
she died. 
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The treatment of this case, after fever was developed, consisted 
ciiainly in the use of quinine and nourishment, together with the 
solution of hyposulphite soda. On account ot the irritability of 
the stomach we could not use full doses of quinine, but used some 
-by enema, but diarrha»a, which supervened soon after the fever 
'Canie on, prevented, to some extent, the <(ood etfects of the remedy 
administered in this way. There was more or less delirium after 
supervention of fever. 

In studying the history of this case, two questions naturally pre- 
sent themselves to the mind of the reader: First, what caused the 
hemorrhaije.^ and secondlv, what caused the fever.^ 

Some might say j»ettin«; up too soon after delivery was the 
cause of the flowing; but I cannot take this view of the case, as I 
have never known a woman to have Hooding two weeks after 
child-birth when evervthinjj attending her confinement was natu- 
ral, and the lochial dicharge having disappeared, as was the case 
-with this patient. As to the second (luestion, some might say the 
•chills and subsequent fever were possibly due to peritonitis. But 
we are compelled to exclude this view, from the fact there was no 
tenderness, pain* or tympanitis. Then what could have caused the 
hemorrhage and fever. ^ 

Mv theorv of the cause of botli is ''malaria." After the fever 
was developed I began to look around the premises to discover the 
cause, if possible. I found that the house, which was very old and 
made of loofs, had settled, on account of the ffround sills havinjj 
rotted, until the iloor had reached the dirt, and the sleepers buried. 
The house was not guttered, and eave water settled under the house, 
and could not dry out. The patient had made the lower room over 
this floor her sleeping apartment for some two or three weeks be- 
fore her confinement, and continued to do so afterwards. 

Typho-malarial fever, accompanied or preceded by Jiemorrhage, 
is not very common in this latitude, although 1 have had several 
• cases of nasal and enteric he".:orrhage accompanying this fever. 
Hut the question might be asked, could malarial impress act as the 
exciting cause of hemorrhage previous to the development of the 
fever? In this case it will be observed that the flooding preceded 
the fever bv some twelve davs. 

The only way I can see how malarial impress could produce or 
act as a cause of hemorrhage is by lowering the vital forces 
and thereby producing attenuation of the blood. There is but 
little doubt that malaria has these eflfects on the system prior to the 
<levelopmcnt of fever; and if .so, why may not hemorrhage result 
"^lefore as well as after fever is manifested? 
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The reason I am so particular about reporting this case is the- 
fact that the patient had her life insured in the Presbyterian Bene- 
fit Association of Louisville, there being a provision in the policy 
that if a woman dies from the effects of child-birth the Associa- 
tion is exempt from payment. 

The question arose in the mind of the medical directors of the 
mstitution whether or not the patient died from the effects of labor; 
but on the judgments of Dr. Foss and myself the policy was paid. 
' Dr. Balling did not sec the patient after the fever made its ap- 
pearance, and could not give an opinion. 



MIDWIFERY EXTRAORDINARY. 



By J. Hendree, M. D., of Ala. 

On the 15th of August last, a child was born in Selma, Ala. On 
the 17th a physician was sent for who found the infant in the fol- 
lowing condition : It had a fracture of the right fibula with par- 
tial dislocation of the ankle outwards. Two fractures of the fe- 
mur, one in lower third; the other above the middle. Fracture of 
left fibula with outward dislocation of ankle. Left femur broken 
at middle of shaft. Left forearm, both bones broken above the 
wrist. Left humerus, broken in middle of its length. On leftside 
of trunk three dorsal ribs separated from the spine, on right all 
except the two first ribs likewise separated. There was a large 
contusion on right parietal about three inches in diameter. Since 
then the child has been fed from a bottle. Has had diarrhoea and 
dysentery, periodical colic requiring quinine. Has been aflFlicted 
with epidemic ophthalmia ; had an attack of bronchitis needing 
special medication. October 16th, with slight deformity, the child 
was doing perfectly well and the case discharged. 

The mother was too ill to be aware of the post natal accidents ; 
the midwile, a white woman, is old, large, clumsy and totally blind. 
To obtain any information from her is impossible. When ques- 
tioned, she goes into almost hysterical paroxysms of grief, wring- 
ing her hands and refusiiig to answer. The only supposition of 
the very capable physician who was called in, forty-eight hours 
after delivery, is that she let the infant slip from her hands to the 
floor, and, in grasping, fell across or upon it, crushing and pro- 
ducing the injuries described ; which after all, are not so remarka- 
ble as the recovery of the child. 

If desired, further particulars may be obtaiued from Dr. Jelt T.. 
West, Selma, Ala. 
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ON THE USE OF VIBURNUM OPULUS (L.) IN DYS- 
MENORRHCEA AND UTERINE PAIN.* 



By a. M. E. PiRDv, M. D. 



VIRBURNUM OPULUS. L. — NAT. ORD. CAPRIFOLIACE.E. 

The botanists describe this as a nearly smooth and upright shrub 
or small tree, rising from five to twelve feet in height ; stems sev- 
•eral from the same root, branched above ; leaves three-lobed, 
three-veined, broadly wedge-shaped or truncate at base, broader 
than long ; lobes divaricate, acuminate, crenately toothed on the 
sides, entire in the sinueses ; petioles have two or more glands at 
the base, channeled above ; flowers white or yellowish, reddish- 
white, in rayed, pedunculated cymes ; marginal flowers large and 
sterile ; inner flowers much smaller, and fertile. Fruit an ovoid, 
bright red, elliptic, one-sided drupe, very acid, ripens late, and re- 
mains upon the bush after the leaves have fallen. It resembles the 
•common cranberry, and is sometimes substituted for it. 

History. — Viburnum opulus is a handsome indigenous shrub, 
•growing in low, rich lands, woods, and borders of fields, in the 
northern part of the United States, Canada, Europe, and North 
Asia, flowering in June, and presenting at this time a very showy 
appearance. The flowers are succeeded by red and very acid ber- 
ries, resembling the common edible or low cranberry, and remain 
through the winter. 

Pharmacy and Chemistry. — The bark is the medicinal part used. 
As met with in the shops, it is in thin, longitudin.d curved pieces, 
from one-fourth of an inch to two or three inches in length, and 
from two to six lines in width, with a grayish epidermis, and whit- 
ish-yellow or reddish-yellow internal integument ; it has no smell, 
and a peculiar, not unpleasant, bitterish pungent and astringent 
taste. It is frequently put up by the Shakers, when it is somewhat 
flattened from pressure. It has not been analyzed, but is known 
■to contain valerianic acid. It yields its properties to water or di- 
luted alcohol. 

For medicinal purposes we procure the bark of the root, shrub, 
and its limbs (the fresh bark is preferable), and make a tincture 
with alcohol of 75 or 80 per cent. (Hale.) 

■ This tincture should have a dark-red color, and a peculiar acid 
odor, very similar to the odor of valerian. 

Therapeutic Properties and Uses. — "High cranberry-bark," says 
Hale, "is a powerful antispasmodic, and, in consequence of this 
property, it is more generally known among American practition- 
ers by the name of cramp-bark. It is very eflfective in relaxing 
»cramps and spasms of all kinds — as asthma, hysteria, cramps of 
the limbs and other parts in females, especially during pregnancy, 
and it is said to be highly beneficial to those who are subject to 
•convulsions during pregnancy, or at the time of parturition, pre- 
venting the attacks entirely if used daily for the last two months 



^Read before the Materia Medica Society, September 28, 1882 
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of gestation." In the treatment of spasmodic clysmenorrhcra, for- 
which variety this remedy is specially indicated. Hale prescribes 
the tincture — a few drops three times a day for a week previous 
to the expected period. When the pains commence he gives it 
every half-hour, or every fifteen minutes if the pains are severe. 
He has found it equally useful for the severe false pains preceding 
normal labor, which often render the woman's life a torture for 
weeks ; and he says *'it is of great value in after-pains, and should 
be given after every pain." Cramps in the abdomen and legs of 
pregnant women he was able to control very quickly by it, and. 
claims it will prevent miscarriage if given before the membranes- 
are injured, and when the pains are spasmodic and threat- 
ening. 

The use of the virburnum opiihis for the relief of dysmenorrhcDi* 
does not seem to have originated from professional sources. It has 
been in domestic use for a very long period as a remedy in the 
painful affections of women. Hale fii"St gained his knowledge of 
the plant from its domestic use ; he first used it in the form of a 
weak infusion, then in drop-doses of the tincture, etc. Of its use 
in cases of neuralgic and spasmodic dysmenorrhcea, he has yet to 
meet with a single case where it has failed to cure, and states : "So 
confident have 1 been of its almost marvelous powers that I have 
taken pains to look up some old cases dismissed years <igo as in- 
curable, in Older to test this remedy on them. In every instance 
thus far it has cured these old obstinate cases. Its sphere of ac- 
tion seems to cover nearly the same grounds as galvanism." The 
same writer predicts its usefulness in spasmodic conditions of all 
hollow muscular organs and their muscular connections. "Nor 
have 1 decided whether it acts on the muscular tissues directly or 
indirectly through the motor nerves. It may prove to be a spinal 
remedy after all." 

Dr. Meyer, of Wilkesbarre, Pa., in his suggestive pamphlet on 
Specific Medication, says ; "Viburnum opulus, or high cranber- 
ry, and viburnum prunifolium, or black haw, seem to be antispas- 
modic, and to have a specific action upon the uterus. I have only 
used the first-named of these. My employment of it has convinc- 
ed me that it is a uterine sedative, and often a remedy for neural- 
gic dysmenorrhcra, and for the commonlv associated spinal irriUi- 
tion." 

I have been in the habit of sriving the concentrated tincture in 
five and ten-minium doses for these conditions, and also as a pre- 
ventative of threatened abortion. I believe that in the majority of 
cases it has accomplished the object for which it was given. 

From a paper by Dr. Charles E. Hall, published in the "Phila.. 
Med. and Surg. Reporter" for June 22, 1S78, I have made the fol- 
lowing abstract of cases : 

I. Colored woman, aged thirty-five. Never pregnant, general 
health good, works hard as a washerwoman. 

Menstruation regular, but pain severe ; says she passes some- 
thing which looks like shreds and patches of flesh. No vag. ex. ;: 
could not rest from work. Has used various remedies, all oF 
which had failed except opium. 
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Gave vibunuiiii op. tlirec times a day tor three weeks before 
menstrual period, and every half-hour wJien period arrived. 

Reported after four monthly periods : was taking the remedy 
regularly, suffering each month, but not taking opium, the pain 
not demanding it. She ceased taking the viburnum, and reported 
afterward that she had suflered as much as ever, and would not 
take any more of mv medicine, as it did not cure unless she was 
always taking it. This patient afterward returned for the same 
remedy. 

2. Miss A., aged twenty. From the commencement of men- 
strual life has suflered severely each month ; pAins spasmodic ; 
general health good ; is subject to hysterical attacks ; has been 
using opium in some form each time, usually requiring three or. 
four doses during the first twenty-four hours. 

Gave viburnum three times a day during the whole interval, 
every half-hour at the period. At the next menstrual period had 
no pain ; remedy continued, but limited to two weeks preceding 
the period. Five menstrual periods have passed without pain. 
The patient persists in continuing the medicine. 

^. Mrs. — , aged twenty-two. Married two years, no children ; 
had no pain at menses until upset from a boat while the period 
was present. Has since suffered each month. Viburnum u^cd 
four months ; has only slight uneasiness now each month ; no 
medicine for several months. 

4. Mrs,. — , twenty-one years of age. Four years married; has 
great pain since marriage, never before. V. ex. reveals an elon- 
gated neck ; very small cervical canal ; cervix has been dilated 
with temporary benefit. (leneral health poor ; very thin, consti- 
pated, and in low spirits. 

Used sponge-tents immediately preceding each period, and pre- 
scribed viburnum for three montlis. It is twelve months since 
treatment was suspended. ^Menstruation occurs without pain, 
(jeneral health greatly improve<l. The viburnum was continued 
two months after the local treatment was suspended. 

5. Mrs. — , aged twenty-five. Since 1876, when an abortion on 
account of placenta pracvia was produced on her, she has suffered 
very much with spasmodic pain each month. Viburnum, two 
weeks before expected time, gave first time great relief ; took it 
again before the next period, and was entn*ely relieved. 

Many other cases, says Dr. Hall, could be given, but these show 
that positive effects were produced by the drug ; and he predicts 
cure when the pain is spasmodic and neuralgic, palliation when it 
is congestive or pseudo-membranous. He also used it in menor- 
rhagia with intense crampy pain ; also obtained speedy relief in 
cases of uterine colic. 

The only other allusion in literature I have found was a brief 
statement on page 1-^7 ot Piffard's **Materia Medica and Thera- 
peutics of the Skin.^' The writer states that dysmenorrhoei is 
sometimes promptly relieved by pulsatilla and viburnum opulus. 

My own attention was called to the drug by the suggestion of 
Dr. Piftard, but in its early use no records were kept. The fol- 
lowintr recorded cases will show somewhat of its action. 
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The preparation used was similar to the abstracts of the new 
Pharmacopoea. The dose, five grains. The strength of this ab- 
stract is as follows : One grain of the abstract equals two minims 
of the tincture. The tincture used was made from one part of the 
fresh drug to two parts of alcohol. 

Case I. — Mrs. , aged twenty-six. Married one year. Suf- 
fering from cellulitis, which has been aggravated since married. 
Menstruation regular, usually lasting three or four days. As long 
<is she can remember, has suflered at menstrual periods. The first 
<lay the pain is very severe, gradually diminishing until the close 
of the period. 

May 11th, — Patient says she suflers dreadfully. Commenced 
taking ^ve. grains of the abstract two days before period three 
times a day ; as soon as period commenced, every three hours ; 
continued it every three hours lor three days. 

June 0th. — No pain whatever. 

yuly 7th. — Very little pain, probably caused by a drive of twen- 
ty miles. Patient was absent from town, and wrote for more of 
the remedy, remarking she would not be without it. 

September 5th. — Menstruates without pain. 

This patient's appetite improved while taking the viburnum. 

Cask II. — Madame , aged twenty-three. Widowed six 

year6. Married at fourteen, before she had menstruated. Men- 
struated for the first time two months after marriage. In fourteen 
months after marriage was delivered of a healthy child. In twenty- 
two months a second child was born. After the birth of this child 
the husband died, the patient was up every day and night, and her 
menses did not return for eleven months, at which time they were 
accompanied with severe pain. Suflers at present with retrover- 
sion, two small fibroids, and leucorrlura. Various measures and 
remedies had been used to relieve pain until May 28th, when she 
commenced the use of the viburnum (took only three doses at 
each period), which gave great relief; but the patient went out of 
the city, and suspended the use of the drug for one month, when 
the pain returned, with a dull, heavy feeling. 

September 19th. — Has been menstruating two days, with a very 
great pain low down in the abdomen and back. Took vi- 
burnum twice, when all pain ceased, and she did not repeat the 
remedy. 

Case III. — Miss , aged eighteen. Always had pain at 

menstrual periods ; has taken the viburnum for four months, three 
times a day three days before the period, and every three hours 
when the pain commenced. Says it is the first thing that has given 
her relief, as she now only suffers a little dull feeling. 

Case IV. — Miss , aged twenty-two, short and stout ; first 

anenstruated at thirteen ; always regular ; for days always had 
pain, which commences with first appearance of menstruation, is 
central, low down, and bearing down ; frequently passes shreds. 
Commenced the use of the viburnum in June, 1S81. I find 
this patient continued the use of the remedy for about six 
months, with great relief at first, and no pain afterward, sus- 
pending its use. 
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Case V. — Miss , aged twenty-five, sister of last patient ; 

menstruated first at twelve and a half ; is regular, and the flow 
lasts two days ; always had pain, which commences several days 
before the flow, but upon its appearance pain ceases ; pain is cen- 
tral, low down, and also in the back. June, 1S81, commenced 
taking the drug ; at first was careless in its use, but, when she 
found her sister had received benefit, she obtained a fresh supply 
and renewed its use, taking it sometimes three times a day, some- 
times every three hours, for two days ; it always modified the 
pain, and many times cut it short ; has not used it for several 
months, and has very little pain. 

Case VI. — Miss . aged twenty-nine, sufiering from cellu- 
litis and hajmatoccle. Sufters terribly at menstruation, and mod- 
-erately during the intervals. Has taken large quantities of opium. 
Commenced takinj^r the viburnum last Mav, three times a dav, 
since which time the pain ha^ been much less severe, and no 
opium has been used. 

I could recite many cases of the use of the virburnum opulus in 
uterine colic and the pain of pelvic cellulitis, but I do not wish to 
weary your patience. So many remedies and methods of treat- 
ment have been proposed from time to time for the treatment of 
-dvsmenorrha»a and uterine /jDain — the "Index Catalogue" of the 
National Medical Library devoting five ot its closely printed col- 
umns to the subject — that I feel a hesitancy in suggesting another. 
But I am confident, with Hale and Meyer, that we have in this 
drug a powerful uterine sedative, and am satisfied — if preparations 
•of the fresh drug, as insisted upon by Hall, be used — that many 
<:ases beyond the reach of any other therapeutic acid, except 
opium, will be relieved, and more positive results will follow than 
from the use of viburnum prunifolium. — JV. y. Meif. you Dial. 



ON SOMK NEW METHODS OF TREATING HYDRO- 
CELE. 



• By Robert F. Weir, M. D., 

Attending Surgeon lo Bellevue and New York Hospitals. 



The usual method of treating hydrocele is by the injection of 
tincture of iodine into the sac of the tunica vaginalis, as suggested 
by Sir Ronald Martin, in 1S52. This method is a very safe, and 
speaking generally, a successful one. Certainly it has met with 
the approval of the profession more than any of the other methods 
of injection, such as of alcohol, of port wine, sulphate of zinc, etc., 
.and possesses advantages in regard to the small amount of inflam- 
matory action, over the use of setons, of cutting into the hydro- 
•cele, or of removing a portion of the wall of the sac. Neverthe- 
less, it is followed by quite a number of failures,* especially where 
the weakened tincture of iodine has been used, or where the sur- 
plus tincture has been allowed to flow out through the canula, as 
is advised by some of the British surgeons. Mr. Samuel Osborii, 
in a little work on hydrocele, published in 1878, found that, in 
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fifty-ibur cases of the affection, treated by tapping and injection^ 
eighteen had recurrence of the trouble. My own failures havt- 
not attained such high proportions as this, a circumstance perhaps- 
due to the fact that not only was one to two drachms of the ordi- 
nary tincture of iodine thrown into the sac of the tunica vaginalis 
and there left, but also, following the suggestions made by my pre- 
ceptor, the late Dr. Gurdon Ruck, the inflamed scrotal tissues 
were, on the second or third day, rubbed and manipulated quite 
roughly, in order to intensify the inflammatory action, it being held- 
by this distinguished surgeon that the injection of iodine failed by 
reason of too little inflammation. 

Upon the advent of Listerism an old method was revived, de- 
prived of the dangers of inflammation by the use of carbolic acid, 
by Professor Volkmann, of Halle, who reported, in the Bcrliner- 
Klitiischc Wochcnscrift^ 1S76, seventeen cases of hydrocele, treat- 
ed by free incision of the sac under antiseptic conditions. The 
following are the details of the operative proceedings : 

The genitals and inguinal regions are carefully and repeatedly 
washed with a solution of carbolic acid, and the skin of the pubic 
and perineal regions is closely shaved. Then, under the carbolic 
acid spray, the sac of the hydrocele is incised from the region of 
the external abdominal ring to the most dependent part of the 
aflected side of the scrotum. The exposed and emptied cavity of 
the tunica vaginalis is next syringed out with a three per cent, so- 
lution of carbolic acid, and the edges of this incised membrane are 
stitched carefully to the corresponding edges of the incised skin by 
fifteen, twenty, or even more sutures of very thin silk. All bleed- 
ing vessels are ligated by fine carbolized catgut. The antiseptic 
dressing is applied closely and firmly, so as to maintain the inner 
surface of the parietal layer of the tunica vaginalis in direct con- 
tact with the surface of the corresponding testicle, a small portion 
(if this organ, however, being left exposed between the gaping 
edges of the incised wound. The prolonged action of the colcf 
carbolic acid spray on the surface of the scrotum during the appli- 
cation of the sutures, and the repeated injection of a cold fluid into 
the sac of the hydrocele, cause considerable retraction of the dar- 
tos, so that this cavity becomes much reduced in size, and its 
membranes closely surround the testicle. In cases where the sac 
is very large and lax, and also in cases where there is much. 
fil)rous induration and sclerosis, it may be necessary to excise a. 
portion of the tunica vaginalis. The most favorable cases are those- 
in which the extent of the sac is so far reduced by the contraction, 
of the scrotum that a small streak of the testicular surface is left dis- 
tinctly vi.sible between the edges of the wound. The introduction* 
of a drainage-tube is not always necessary. In some cases, how- 
ever, where a portion of the tunica vaginalis forms an elongatett* 
funnel, with valvular folds on its internal surfaces, a small drainage- 
tube should be passed as far as the front of the testicle. The blood 
having been removed from the seat of operation, the scrotum is^ 
surrounded by eight or nine strips of antiseptic gauze, and a large- 
piece of gauze, in eight layeis, with a corresponding slit in eacln 
layer for the passage of the penis, is placed over thezc. This dress- 
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in<^ is closely iiKiintained in it^ olacc hv a hanchiije ot' ijauso satu- 
rated with carbolic acid. AH gaps in the drcssinjj arc stopped 
with portions of salicyli/ed wool, and a large pad of this material 
is placed in the perineum, between the anus and the scrotum. Ab- 
solute antiseptic sealinjy of the wound is a necessary condition ot* 
total occlusion of the sac. On the first chanjje of the tlressinjj, llie 
cavity will be found to be quite occluded, and the wall of the h\- 
drocele-cavity t.osely adherent to the surface of the te>ticle.'* 

These seventeen cases were subsequently increased to sixty-nitie 
in a report of Dr. Genzmer in Volkmann\ Klinische V'ortra*{cr, 
No. 135. In none of these was there any excessive infhmimation, 
and the average duration of the stay of the patient in the hospital 
was ten davs. The tube, if any was used, was removed srenerallv 
about the fourth day, when the silk sutures were also taken out, 
and the dressing changed a second time at the end of a week. 
The wound was then dressed with the salicylized cotton butting 
inside of a suspension bandage, and the patient discharged. 

I can corroborate the satisfactory progress of patients treated by 
this method. I have now resorted to this procedure some twenty- 
eight times, and in but two instances they have all proceeded as 
satisfactorily as above indicated by Volkmann. In these two, 
through error of manipulation on the part of my house surgeon, 
who performed the operation, there was two much stripping up 
of the skin from the subjacent tissue and some slight sloughing 
took place. The dressings were removed on an average about the 
eighth or tenth day. To promote the final healing of the little 
linear wound which was then left, a solution of nitrate of silver, 
five grains to the ounce, was painted daily on the granulations, as 
has been suggested by one of the German surgeons. This method 
has also been used with satisfaction in two cases of haMnatocele. 

On reasoning out this process it is evident that after the evacua- 
tion of the fluid of the hydrocele, the flushing of the serous mem- 
brane by a solution of carbolic acid, the drainage-tube and the an- 
tiseptic dressing are the essentials of the operation. Now, in the 
hope of avoiding an extensive incision,! subsequently modified 
this procedure of Volkmann in the following way : the hydrocele 
was evacuated by a large si/e trocar aiid through the canula. held 
in situ, a solution of one of the fifteen carbolic solution (adding a 
small quantity of glycerine to perfect the solution of carbolic acid) 
was injected so as to wash out the cavity thoroughly. A small, 
rubber drainage-tube was then intro<luced through the same can- 
ula before the latter was finally removed. This was done without 
ether, but under the antiseptic spray and other precautions. The 
usual Lister dres.sing was then applied, carboli/ed jute being sub- 
stituted for the salicylated cotton in use in I2urope. The tlrainage- 
tube was removed on the third, fourth an<l fifth day, when the 
dressing was changed, and at the end of a week the antiseptic 
precautions were abandoned. My experience embraces s(>me ten ^ 
cases in which this has been performed with satisfactory residt*-, 
and in only one was there any inflammatory action, whicfi was due 
to the patient^s persistent disturbance of the antiseptic dressing**. 
Though this plan was an improvement upon Volkinann\ <ipera- 
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tion, it was yet hampered by the necessity of the use of the spray 
and antiseptic dressings. The fact, however, became patent, by 
resorting to these injections that they were free from pain, and I 
was, therefore, prepared to accept a statement that came to my 
notice in the Philadelphia Medical Times of the issue ot November 
6, 1880, by Dr. J. R. Levis, who advised that hydrocele be treated 
l^y the injection of a small quantity of pure carbolic acid into the 
sac of the tunica vaginalis, a procedure that he stated he had used 
since 1872. His method is to withdraw the fluid by an ordinary 
trocar, and then to introduce the long, slender nozzle of a syringe 
through the canula into the vaginal sac. By this means the car- 
bolic acid is readily thrown into the serous cavity, and there is no 
danger of its being injected into the cellular tissue of the scrotum. 
The carbolic crystals are liquefied by slight heat or by the addi- 
tion of a few drops of glycerine. The amount of carbolic acid 
which Dr. Levis injects is one-half a Huid drachm, and this is al- 
lowed to remain permanently in contact with the tunica vaginalis. 
The operation, he further states, is almost, if not entirely, painless, 
because of the local anaesthetic action of the carbolic acid. Patients 
sometimes exclaim at the moment of the introduction, but com- 
plain of a sense of numbness, rather than of pain. The pain is 
certainly much less than where tincture of iodine is employed. 
Care, however, should be observed to allow no acid to flow upon 
the surface of the scrotum, for pain and inflammation will follow 
such contact. Dr. Levis had never seen suppuration or sloughing 
follow this manner of dealing with hydrocele. 

1 was led, during the early portion of last winter, to adopt this 
mode of treatment, and though prepared by my previous experi- 
ence to believe that the carbolic injections were not very irritating, 
yet I was most agreeably surprised to find that the strong acid was, 
in the instances which have come under my notice, absolutely 
painless, or so very slightly so as to be insignificant. In my servi- 
ces at Bellevue Hospital, as well as in private practice, I have used 
this injection in thirteen patients, four of whom had double hydro- 
cele, with only one failure. In the male hydrocele both sacs were 
injected at the same sitting. In this instance there was reaccumu- 
lation, and a second injection of the pure carbolic acid, two weeks 
later, was followed by a cure. In this action I afterward learned 
how to precipitate, for the fluid, when reformed, will gradually 
disappear, as after an iodine injection. In a majority of instances 
there was not such a reaccumulation of fluid, but there was con- 
siderable thickening of the whole tunica vaginalis, both parietal 
and visceral. This thickening will last three or four weeks, some- 
times longer Patients are at no time incapacitated from attending 
to their usual vocations, though Levis speaks of their being detain- 
ed for a day at most from such. In every instance the urine was 
carefully tested for three or four days subsequent to the operation, 
in order to determine whether or not there had been absorption of 
carbolic acid. None was observed in ni}' case. The quantity in- 
jected was one-half to one and oi:e-half drachm. 

I feel warranted, therefore, from this experience, in corroborat- 
ing this favorable judgment passed upon this method of treatment 
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by its promulgator, Dr. Levis, and in presenting it as a procedure 
safe and painless, and, so far as my limited number of cases go, 
effectual in its results. — A'^ T. A fed. Record. 

* Erlchesen says: "Useful as the iodine injection is. It sometimes foils in produc- 
ing a radical care of bydrooele,*' and again , "it Is by no means improbable that the 
success of the iodine injection in this country might not prove to be quite so great 9A 
is generally beiieyed."'(Sy8t. of Huncery.) 

Curling says: "Iodine Injection is not capable of affecting a cure in every 
ease/' He also admits the paintulness of the injection which is quite fkequently en- 
countered, and suggests the U60 of an aneesthetic— (Diseases of Tests.) 

Agnew believes that the failures, \ehen they occur, are due to the wrong use of the 
injection. The undiluted tincture of iodine should be thrown in and allowed to re- 
main. -Princ. and Fract. of Surgery, vol. ii.) 

t Six of these have been already reported in the New York Medical Journal, 
December, 1880, p. 031. 

SURGICAL CLINIC OF PROF. W. W. DAWSON AT TIIK 

GOOD SAMARITAN HOSPITAL. 



VAHICOCKLE — CASTRATION THE BEST KEMKDV. 

Mr. McN. is a farmer, has been annoyed for some time past bv 
a condition in the scrotum known as varicocele. This is an en- 
larged, dilated and tortuous mass of veins, imparting the feeling of 
a "bag of worms" within the scrotum. Usually varicocele occurs 
upon the left side, the testicle hangs lower, is more dependent and 
the veins are larger than on the right side. There are anatomical 
as well as physical reasons for this difference. The left spermatic 
vein enters the left renal vein at a right angle, and has no valve to 
guard against downward pressure, hence its lifting power is great- 
ly abridged. The right spermatic vein is supplied with valves in 
its course and does not enter the renal vein on that side, but emp- 
ties direct into the vena cava; it is also guarded by a valve at its 
junction. Pressure of any kind upon the spermatic vessels when 
it interferes with venous return may produce varicocele. The dis- 
ease often occurs in young men, being brought about by venereal 
excesses. In the case before you it follows a trauma — a blow upon 
the testicle. 

The discomfort complained of from this tumor is a dull, heavy 
aching pain, running up to the groin along the cord and extends 
to the back; associated is a sensation of weight and dragging in 
the scrotum. These sufferings are mitigated by a recumbent pos- 
ture, the patient is also relieved to some extent ]>y the use of a sus- 
pensory bandage. 

There is usually not much trouble in differentiating between 
varicocele and other scrotal tumors. Hydrocele has a regular out- 
line, is elastic to the touch, and is translucent by transmitted light. 
Sarcocele is firm and globular. »Scirrhus is hard and knotty and 
associated with a cachexia. Hernia travels from the rinjr clown- 
wards, pushing the testicle before it, it imparts to the sense of 
touch a doughy feel. Varicocele is an elongated tumor, irregular 
in shape, feeling like a *'bag of worms," this symptom is nearly if 
not quite pathognomonic. 

TREATMENT. 

These cases are ^eldom >:cen in the early stage, when attention 
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to jifcncral health, hatliinj^, etc., r.iul the application of a suspensoiy 
bandage would not only relieve suflering^ but prevent the advance, 
the enlarjTcnient, the elongation of t'lc veins. Younjj men are, 
liowever, very sensitive upon such matters. They seldom consult 
a physician until the veins are very lar/e and the testicle atrophied. 
Thib patient comes licfure u.s witii a scrotum Hterally full of en- 
larged and tortuous veins with an atrophied, a hlij^hted testicle. 
What is the best treatment."* No disease of equal grade has had 
more devices suggested and adopted for relief than varicocele. 
Xo plan has yet been generally adopted, failures have been fre- 
tjuent. The operations may be grouped under three heads: 

1. Obliteration of veins. 

2. Ablation of scrotum. 

3. Castration. 

For the obliteration of the veins these vessels have l>een ligated 
with a great variety of ligatures, such as silk, metallic and animal. 
These ligatures have been applied subcutaneiuisly, and again by 
incising the scrotum, exposing the veins before the application. 
The actual cauterv has been drafted for the destruction of these 
tortuous venous canals, again electricity has been tried for the same 
})urpose. One surgeon applies the ligatures firmly so as to oblit- 
erate at once the vessels, another proposes to do the same work 
o^raduallv. Two objections have been urged and thev arc radical, 
i'irst, in many cases phlebitis has followed and life lost; second, in 
cases where no inflammation has followed, ligation under all forms 
has lailed to obliterate the veins — to obliterate them so as to relieve 
the sufj'ering testicle from blood pressure. It may be said then 
that where obliteration of veins is not dangerous, no damage fol- 
lowing the practice,'it is unsatisfactory, it is ineflicient. 

ARI.ATIOX OF SCHOrr.M. 

The object of this is to so abridge the scrotum as to pocket the 
testicle and shorten the veins. I have succeeded with this occa- 
-sionally, but I sometimes have had disaster, and now only adopt it 
by the patient's selection. What real objections can be urged? 
The skin, in spite of all care, will, in some cases, slough and leave 
the testicle exposed. This is a serious matter, may result in loss 
of the organ, or, on account of the large surface exposed, pyaemia 
or tetanus may follow. When either of these giants appear 1 
need not suggest 10 you the danger. 

CASTUATIOX. 

After a considerable experience I am tiecidcdiy of opinion that 
removal of the testicle, although apparently a radical operation, 
■^)ffers the best results. Ligation, as I have said, fails to obliterate 
the vessels. No surgeon would have temerity enough to include 
all the veins, those left soon enlarge and the scrotum is full of 
blood, and all the annoying emasculatory symptoms return. 

There is one set of symptoms which have not been mentioned. 
1 refer to a train of phenomena of the most distressing character, 
they are both moral and physical, direct and reflex; these espe- 
cially pertain to those who attribute the affection to their own 
habits. A gloom settless over the poor invalid, he attribute*^ every 
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Ainplcasani sensation, every pain directly to this abnormality; this 
mental conciition is reflected upon his system generally, he loses 
his appetite, is restless and sleepless; disturbed with exhaustino 
dreams, he arises in the morninj; unrcfreshed and wretched. An 

-occasional nocturnal emission fills him with apprehension and fears 
of impotence. Under castration these distressing^ symptoms all 
disappear, plumpness takes the place of attenuated muscles, the 
skin loses its cold clamminess and becomes dry and warm, the pal- 
pitating heart becomes steady, the countenance assumes cheerful- 
ness, the whole aspect of the man has changed, invalidism gives 
place to health. 

In discussing this operation the question of sexual ability need 
not be entertained, the loss of a shrunken testicle like this is no 
loss — it is in fact a gain — the remaining organ with the balance of 
the system will be strengthened, its ahilty lor procreation re- 
inforced. 

IMiis patient expected a less radical operation, hence shrinks 

from castration to-day, upon reflection he will doubtless adopt it. 

The surgeon may conscientiously assure the sufferer that while 

castration otVers relief most certainly, it is not more hazardous to 

life than less radical measures. — Cincinnati Lancet and Clinic. 



FATAL CHLOROFORM NARCOSIS ADMINLSTKRKI) 
IN THE OPERATION OF TEJCTII EXTRACTION. 



Bv [. F. Hyrn, M. D., Mlrkrki:siu)ro, Tkxn. 



On September 6th, Mrs. Temperance Smith and Mrs. Emma 
Smith, of this county, came into town, Mrs. Temperance Smith 
intending: to have some teeth extracted. Thev called at mv office 

.about 12 o'clock, and asked me to accompany them to the dental 
office of Dr. Hartman: Mrs. Temperance i5mith stated that she 
had some teeth she w'ished extracted by Dr. Hartman, and that 
she wished me to be present and administer to her chloroform. 
Mrs. Smith, aged thirty years, was the mother of five children, 
and was the wife of a highly respected citizen in this community. 
I at once attempted to dissuade her from taking the chloroform. I 
told her there was more danger from it when used in extracting 
teeth than any other operation; I said to )ier that I had almost 
ceased to use it for this purpose, and would consent to give it to 
her only upon the condition that she would assume all risk of dan- 
ger. I assured her, after examining her teeth, that they could be 

•extracted without much difficulty, and advised her to liave it done 
without the use of chloroform. After these statements from me, 
she replied that she had taken it befoi'e several times for the pur- 
pose of having teeth extracted, and that Dr. Ransom, her family 
physician, had assured her that she could take it without any dan- 
ger whatever. She said she was very well, and had been for 
sometime, and I observed that she was very cheerful and in good 
spirits. She insisted that she would take all risjc of danger, and, 
indeed, apprehended none, so far as I could see. I agreed, there- 



45^ Southern Medical Record. 

fore, to administer the chloroform, and in a few moments went to 
Hartman's office, they arriving there shortly before I did. After 
a few moments delay, Dr. Hartman arranged for Mrs. Smith to- 
take the operating chair, another lady yielding it to her. I then 
stated to Dr. Hartman that she wished me to give her chloroform, 
and that I had advised her agai.st it very fully. He also joined 
with me in advising her not to take it, but she said to him that she 
had taken it in his office before on two different occasions for the 
same purpose; that she had not the least fear of a serious result 
from its use; that she was willing to assume the risk of any dan- 
ger there was in taking it, and that she would not have her teeth 
extracted without using it. She then took the chair, preparing 
herself for the operation, by removing any undue pressure of her 
clothing. Dr. Hartman produced his bottle, containing about one 
ounce of chloroform. I administered the drug on a folded towel, 
and the total quantity given did not exceed two drachms. She 
took it well, and as the towel was withdrawn, asked for more 
chloroform, saying she did not have enough; but no more was 
given, and she passed rapidly under its influence, without passing 
through the usual stage of excitement. Her pulse and respiration 
were satisfactory, and Dr. Hartman at once extracted two teeth 
very quickly without trouble, and was preparing to take hold ot" 
the third one, when we noticed that her respiration was becoming 
embarrassed, and her eyes were wide open, fixed and staring; we- 
removed her immediately from the chair, and laid her on the sofa 
and promptly applied the well-known restoratives. We dashed 
cold water upon the {ace and chest, depressed the head, raised the 
lower extremeties, pulled the tongue well forward, slapped the face 
with a wet towel, used brandy hypodermically, and kept up our 
eflbrts with artificial respiration for three-quarters of an hour; 
there was no galvanic battery to be had, therefore did not use it. 
Dr. R. S. Wendel being called, came at once, and assisted us. All 
our efforts to restore her were without avail. She never breathed 
after being laid on the sofa, and the heart ceased to beat in less- 
than five minutes after she took the first inhilation of chlorofornu 

We append below the verdict of the coroner's jury in the above 
case: 

State of Tennessee, Rutherford County. — An inquisition holden 
at Murfreesboro, in the county and State atbresaid, on the 6th day 
of September, 18S2, before me, W. II. Blanch, Coroner of ssiid 
county, upon the body of Mrs. Temperance Smith, there lyings 
dead, by the jurors whose names are hereto subscribed, who upon 
their oaths do say, after hearing the testimony of the foregoing 
witnesses, to-wit: Mrs. Emma E. Smith, Mrs. Emma Penuel, Dr. 
J. F. Byrn, Dr. A. Hartman, Dr. J. B, Murfree, Dr. J. E. Wendel, 
Dr. H. H. Clayton, Francis Jane Gannaway, colored, that the said 
Mrs. Temperance Smith came to her death by the inhalation ot^ 
chloroform, for the purpose of extracting teeth, administered by 
the hands of Drs. J. F. Byrn and Alex. Hartman; that the chloro- 
form was administered at her own urgent request, and against the 
protestations of Drs. Byrn and Hartman. 

We do furthermore find that the chloroform was administered 
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with the utmost care and caution, and in appropriate tpiantities. 

We furthermore find, from the examination of physicians, thai 
chloroform is capable, and has produced death under similar cir- 
cumstances, and that death is not due to any neglijifence in the ad- 
ministration of the chloroform, but it is the etfect of the unknown 
peculiarities of the drug what is termed an accident. Mrs. Smith 
came to her death by the paralysis of the heart, produced by the 
inhalation of chloroform. 

We furthermore find, that, in our opinion, Drs. Byrn and Hart- 
man are free from any blame or censure in the death of Airs. 
Smith, whatever. — JVas/ivilie your. Med. and Surg'. 



A CLINICAL LECTURE ON DYSPEPTIC VERTIGO. 



By Ai.onzo Clark, M. D., 

Emeritus Professor of the Principles and Practice of Medicine in the College of 

Pliyslcians and Soi'geoua, New York. 



This man is a German, about 50 years of age, and he complains 
of feeling very dizzy for the past four weeks, lie says he went to 
bed one night feeling all right, and when he awoke in the morning 
he was unable to get up, and he couU^not get out of bed for two 
days ; and since that tiitie, though he can get around, yet he has 
not been able to walk ten feet, he says, without feeling as if he 
should fall. He has had a pain in his side ever since the war, but 
he has never been really sick until about four weeks ago. He 
does not complain of any gastric symptoms, such as belching up 
of air or passing wind by the bowels, or of any disagreeable sen- 
sations after taking food. He has had piles, but they were tied off. 
He also has peculiar feelings in his hands, and they arc weaker 
than natural, as arc also his legs below the knees, l^ut when he 
closes his eyes and a pin is put between his thumb and fore-tinger, 
he is able to distinguish the head fi'om the point. He is also able 
to carry his finger to his nose with his eyes closed, without much 
hesitation, and he can stand steadily with his eyes shut, though 
not quite as firmly as is natural. He has not been able to work 
much for the past ^\c or six year.s, because of the pains in his 
arms, and he also has a good deal of pain in the upper occipital 
region of the head. He says, too, that he has had a rheumatism 
in the legs tor two years, and a sensation as if from a thousand 
stitches begins in his hand and runs up his arm. 

There does not seem to be here any pathological change which 
we can refer to the brain directly, but possibly there may be a 
congestion of the spinal cord high up where the nerves which go 
to the arm are given ofl. and this would account for his peculiar 
pains in the hands. 

A grood manv years ai^o Mr. Bird found that nitro-muriatic acid 
w^ould aid digestion, and he found that two or three drops of the 
strong acid would relieve diz/iness from a disordered stomach, if 
given at the beginning of a meal. He published a report of hi» 
succes*«es, and then I made a trial of this remedy, but I did nut 
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administer it just as be directed, but ^ave it after nieals, and in 
five-drop doses in live table-spoonsful of water, taken through a 
tube in order to preserve the teeth from the action of tlie acid, 
and I often gave ten to fifteen grains of pepsin with it, to aid di- 
gestion. I can hardly tell you haw many cases of dizziness I have 
seen cured by this administration. One case T remember was that 
of a man eminent in politics, who came to me fifteen years ago 
complaining of dizziness, and I gave him this acid for it. In ten 
<lav« he came back, and told me that he was now well. He then 
•discoBi tinned the use of the remedy, and in three or four months 
he camie back and asked me for the same prescription, and when 
he l)ega« u^ing it he was cured again. 

• At another time 1 was riding in a Third avenue surface car and 
I noticed that the conductor looked at me verv intentlv, and at last 
he came up to me and asked if 1 was not Dr. Clark. 1 answered, 
yes. Then he asked if I did not know him, and I said, no. Then 
iie said ■: "Four weeks ago I came to you because I was dizzy 
«no8t<of the time, and you gave me some acid, and in four or five 
<lays I %vas completely cured.'' This remedy for dizziness is not 
in very general use, and it is worthy of being employed far more 
•extensively than it is now, I believe. I am disposed to try this 
fliere, tfeough this man does not give us all the symptoms of dys- 
pepsia. He does not give the very common symptom of belching 
lip of wind, but he does complain of a pretty constant pain in the 
Heft side, in the region o! the stomach. He also speaks of passing 
lialls from his rectum, by which he means, I suppose, sycbalous 
accumulations of feces, so I would give him laxatives and direct 
him to eat such things as would aid the action of the bowels. The 
best of such foods is Graham bread, which is wheat flour ground 
and not bolted, and it is an excellent laxative. He should eat 
fruits, too, and perhaps the best are apples, especially if they are 
baked, and these may be sufficient to keep the bowels in proper 
condition. These, then, are the two things which I believe he rc- 
<iuires. I became very much interested in this class of cases after 
I had heard of Dr. Bird's plan of treatment, and now I like to see 
them because I feel that I can give them relief. — Med, Gazette. 



FRACTURE OF THE ODONTOID PROCESS.— A CLINI- 
CAL LECTURE. 



Bv Stephen Smith, 'M. D., 

Proftmor of Cllnioal Surgenr, in the University of New Yorlc. 



Here is a man whom I show you because he presents an inter- 
esting example of a form of fracture usually fatal, but here result- 
ing in recovery. This man broke his neck last year, and that, too, 
in a very dangerous place, namely: about the location of the first 
cervical vertebra; and now, if you will put your finger into his 
throat you will be able to feel the first cervical vertebra projecting 
into the back part of the mouth. This is probably a case of frac- 
ture of the odontoid process, and most cases of this kind have been 
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latal, until latelv. and death was instantaneous, just us it is in an 
animal whose medulla has been broken up by the operation ot* 
pithinc^, as tt is called. 

The history of this case is, that lust December this man toll from 
n height upon the deck ot an ice barge, and he struck on his neck, 
and when he was taken uo he was found to be partially paraly/.od 
in his arms, and now he is bearing the efieds of this paresis in a 
permanent contraction of the muscles. He was taken to the hos- 
pital and he was so paralyzed that he could not sit up in bed, and 
quiet was insisted upon. He gradually, however, gained more 
-Jtnd more use of his limbs, and his head became tirmlv fastened to 
his neck With the chin bent downward upon the chest, an*' so 
rigidly that he could not move his head from side to side. t»r up 
and down. 

These cases of fracture ot the neck present a very peculiar his- 
tory. It was once supposed that fracture ot the odontoid process 
was always immediately fatal, and that this was the real cause of 
death in cases of hanging: but it has recently been proved that 
the accident mav occur and the man stilMive and yfo about his 
business, and vet, finallv, die suddenly from some accident, such 
as being hit upon the head. Thus Dr. Parker tells of a case of a 
milkman in his city who came fron) Loncj Island to sell milk. One 
day he was thrown out of his wagon upon his head, but he got 
up and then found that his head was loose and that he could not 
hold it up nor turn it from side to side, but he steadied it as best 
'he could with his hand, and then got into bis wagon and drove 
home again. F'or the next three or four days he could not lie 
down or get up without his liead moving about, unless he steadied 
it with his hands. He then went and saw Dr. Parker, and he, and 
all who saw the case, were greatly surprised because this accident 
had alwavs been thought to be fatal. That man finallv got so well 
that he resumed his milk business, und as he drove around he 
would have to hold his hand upon his head to steady it whenever 
he drove over a rough place \vhere there was much jolting. So 
he went on for six months, and then, after a iiard day's work. In? 
suddenly fell dead at the table, his head dropping forward upon 
his chest. The specimen of this fracture is now preserved in a 
museum. 

Recovery takes place in these cases by the formation of an an- 
kylosis between the vertebra* at the seat of the fraclmv, so you 
might easily kill this man instantly by striking him upon the head, 
<md so breaking up the adhesions which have formed. U\ this 
•case we have exactly the same condition that exi'^ted in a cahe in 
this hospital, which I foimd when I came on duty here fwc veais 
ago. I found his head drawn up with his chin j)rojecting, ancl lu- 
was paralyzed from his neck downwards, and he was emaciated 
-idmost to a skeleton, and was suHering intensely. He ha<l fallen 
in some way and struck upon his head, and immediately after 
wards he felt this peculiar looseness of the head, and be went 
^lome, and after restinj' for three or four davs he renimied bin buni 
4iess at the carpenter's trade for a time. 'I hen the paralysis came 
-on, and lie went to the hospital, where he «^layed for the next six 
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or eight months, and then he died with his head thrown back and 
his chin out. I found, upon examination, that the atlas had slid 
forward so that the spinal cord was pressed upon, and this caused 
his death. But he had a fracturec* odontoid process, and yet he 
had continued his work for some time, so it was proved that a man 
may recover from this accident. At that time I collected a series 
of thirty-two cases of this nature which had been overlooked in 
the medical publications, and in some of these no odontoid pro- 
cess could be found, and there were two or three cases among 
them where the odontoid process was perfectly movable upon the 
atlas by an articulation with it. 

It seems to me perfectl}' evident that this man is sufferiiig from- 
a fracture of the odontoid process. In treating this fracture we 
have tried a number of different splints, but we have found none 
which answers so well as to keep the patient sitting in a chair with 
a cross piece behind him to which his head is bound so as to 
steady it. This man was treated so until he gradually became so 
improved that he could walk around the wards without his head 
becoming loose, and now he can even run a little. 

Observe the evidence of spinal injury presented by his hands. 
You see there is an unusual thickening of the joints of the fingers, 
and a loss of action with permanent contraction of some of the 
muscles, due to the injury of the spinal nerves. You see the man 
cannot turn his head around at all, and this is diagnostic almost of 
all these cases. If he should accidental!}' trip and fall there would 
probably be a sudden displacement of these bones resulting in im- 
mediate death. — Medical Gazette, 



Pulvis Doveri. — The Canadian Journal of Medical Science 
says: People whose ** inward griefs and peristaltic woes" 
have been relieved by the powder of Dover, do not generally 
know to whom they are indebted tor this excellent compound. 
Doctor Dover was a friend and probably pupil of the great Sy- 
denham. He commenced practice in Bristol, where, having made 
some money, he longed to make more. The Roll of the College 
of Physicians tells us that he joined with some merchants in fitting- 
out two privateers for the South Seas, in one ofwhich, the ''Duke," 
he himself sailed from Bristol, 2d August, 170S. On the passage 
out they touched at the Island of Juan Fernandez, where Dover^ 
on the 2(1 of February, 170S-9, found Alexander Selkirk, who had 
been alone on the island lor four years and four months, and whom 
Dover brought away in the *'Duke." In the April following 
Dover tt)ok Ginaguil, a city or town of Peru, by storm. In De- 
cember, 1709, the two privateers took a large and valuable prize, 
a ship of 20 guns and 190 men, in which Dover removed from 
the *'I)ukc, ■' taking Alexander Selkirk with him as master, and 
finally rcachini^ England in October, 171 1. After this cruise Dr., 
Dover removed to London, where his practice soon became great. 
His patients, and the apothecaries who wished to consult him, ad- 
dressed their letters to the Jerusalem coffee house, where at certain 
hours of the day he received most of his patients. — Mich. Med^ 
News. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Skin Grafting. — The patient, a pretty little girl of eight, was 
admitted into the Wellington ward of St. George's hospital 
with the history that two years ago previously her dress had 
caught fire, burning both legs from the hips to the knees severely. 
After a year's treatment the left thigh had healed up; but the right 
had never gotten better, and presented a terrible ulcer, extending 
all down the outer side. She was a bright, intelligent little thing, 
and her sad condition excited much sympathetic interest. For 
four months she lay there without any signs of improvement. 
Though nourishing food, with wine and strengthening medicines, 
was freely administered, and all manner of local remedies applied, 
particularly that most excellent dressing, carded oakum, all was in 
vain; and when, on the 5th of May, the child was brought into 
the operating theatre, and placed under the influence of chloro- 
form, it certainly appeared to us to be as unlikely a case to afford a 
fair criterion ot a new treatment as could well be imagined. * Two 
small pieces of skin were then snipped from the back with a pair 
of sharp-pointed scissors, and then imbedded — planted, in fact — in 
the granulations or '*proud flesh" of the wound — two tiny atoms, 
scarcely bigger than a pin's head, and consisting of little more 
than the cuticle or outer skin which we raise in blisters by rowing 
or exposure to a hot sun. Five days later no change was visible; 
and by and by the operation was considered to have failed, since 
the pieces of skin had disappeared, instead of growing as had 
•been expected. But twelve days after the operation two little 
•white cicatrices appeared where the seed had been sown: and in 
my notes I find that a week later these were big enough to be 
■dignified as ^'islands of new tissue." The most wonderful part of 
it is that not only did these islands grow and increase rapidly in 
•circumference, but the fact of their presence seemed to stimulate 
the ulcer itself, which forthwith took on a healing action around 
its margin. Several more grafts were implanted subsequently, 
including morsels from Mr. Pollock's arm, from my own and from 
the shoulder of a negro; the last producing a white scar-tissue 
like the rest. In two months the wound was healed, and the little 
patient discharged cured. 

Skin-grafting is now performed daily in surgical practice, and a 
special instrument — a combination knife and scissors — has been 
invented for the purpose. It is impossible to estimate the immense 
•benefit of this discovery to mankind in many diflfcrent aspects. 
Poor people, hitherto incapacitated from labor by "incurable" ul- 
cers, and for many years a burden on their parish, or inmates of 
workhouses and asylums, will now again resume their place in the 
great toiling hive, from whose daily labor is distilled the pros- 
perity of a nation. Von Graefe's operation of iredectomy, where 
by hundreds of people, who were formerly considered irreme- 
<liably blind, are now restored to sight by a simple proceeding, is 
said to have exercised a very appreciable effect on the poor-rates 
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of the country. As an instance of true transplanting^, John Hun- 
ter's celebrated exoeriment of causing; a human tooth to take root, 
and grow in the comb of a cock is a well-known instance. Den- 
tists now-a-days remove teeth, and having excised diseased por- 
tions, replant them in their sockets with frequent, though not in- 
variable, success; and cruel plastic operations have been performed 
on rats, by which they have been joined like Siamese twins, or 
their tails caused to grow from their shoulders, or between their 
eves. The late Mr. Frank Btickland, in his '^Curiosities of Natu- 
ral History," gives an amusing account of an action at law brought 
by M. Triguel, a French naturalist, against a zouave who had sold 
him what was termed a *'trumpetrat" tor 100 francs; the said 
trumpet-iat proving to be an ordinary "varment," with the tip of 
another rat's tail planted in its nose, and growing there. — Medical 
Gazette. 

« 

Vesico- Vaginal Fistula Cured by Position. — The following 
case came under my observation in Fluvanna county, Va., while 
associated WMth my father, Dr. R.J. Winn: 

On the 23d of January, 18S1, he was called to sec Alary K., col- 
ored, 5L't, 18, suffering from incontinence of urine and extensive 
excoriation of the genitals therefrom, supervening upon the birth 
of a large still-born child, at full term, four days before. 

She was not attended by any physician in this, her first confine- 
ment; consequently the history of the labor must necessarily be 
meagre. The fact was obtained from the mother, however, that 
the labor was tedious, lasting 48 hours. (Her mother is a monthly- 
nurse, and was the officiating accoucheur.) Whether her state- 
ments be correct or not, this much was plainly evident, viz.: a 
vesico- vaginal fistula detected, both by digital and speculum ex- 
amination. 

The patient was informed of the ultimate necessity of an opera- 
tion after involution had occurred, and she had obtained some re- 
lief from the scalding urine. As a means of affording temporary 
relief from the trouble, she was placed in the genu-pectoral posi- 
tion with instructions to remain thus as long as consistent with 
comfort, thus enabling the urine to collect in the fundus of the 
bladder. No catheter was introduced, but she was directed to 
change her position at intervals of three or four hours, and let the 
contents of the viscus pass away. 

A moderately strong solution of bi-carbonatc of soda was or- 
dered to be given as a vaginal enema immediately after each uri- 
nation, as also a vaginal enema of carbolic acid solution, three 
times daily. 

With these general directions she was left with instructions that 
her father must report in eight or ten days, reporting the progress- 
of the case. Failing to receive any tidings of the case, a verbal 
request was sent to know why such report had not been made. 
Whereupon, on the 12th day of February (just twenty days from 
beginning ol treatment) he reported that his daughter was welL 

To satisfy ourselves of the truth of the old man's statement, we 
made a special visit on the 14th of February, and to our gratifica- 
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tion and no little surprise, we found a firm, smooth cicatrix takinj^ 
the phice of the fistula, which three weeks before j^avc every in- 
dication for the necessity of surgical aid. 

No claim is made here for originality, for similar results have 
been obtained in the hands of other practitioners. Yet the facts 
named prove the value of position in the management of vesico 
vaginal fistula, of recent origin, and warrant its fair trial bfore re- 
sorting to the usual operations. — Dr. ]. F. Winn, in the \iroinia 
Medical Mottfhly. — Detroit Clinic. 

Sensible. — In these days, when so many >l'octors may be found 
who are little better than professional loafers, so many who dis- 
courage the reading of medical works who express their contempt 
for original research and scoff at medical journals, regarding the 
accumulation of money as the only test of professional success, and 
who depend on their own personal shrewdness and the gullibility 
of the people at laige to excuse the title under which they thrive^ 
the following, relative to the life of I »r. Geo B. Winston, from the 
St. Louis Courier of Medicine, is refreshing : 

A friend once remarked to him, ''Doctor, what necessity is there 
for this ceaseless labor and study at your time of life.^" With a 
look of astonishment never to be forgotten he replied, "My dear 
sir, I am under bonds to do it. When 1 offered my professional 
services to this community there was an implied covenant on my 
part that, so far as (jod gave me strength and ability, 1 would use 
them for gathering up and digesting all that has been said or writ- 
ten in regard to the diseases to which human flesh is heir; and if 
I should lose a patient because of my ignorance of the latest and 
best experience of others in the treatment of a given case, a just 
God would hold me responsible for the los.s, through inexcusable 
ignorance, of a precious human life, and punish me accordingly; 
and whenever 1 get my consent to be content with present pro- 
fessional attainments, and trust my own personal experience lor 
success, 1 will withdraw from practice and step from under a 
weight ot honorable obligations which, with my best endeavors 
to meet them honcstlvand conscientiouslv, still sometimes is almost 
heavier than I can bear." — Southern Med, News, 

To Keep the Hypodermic Syringe in Order. — Some months 
ago I noticed in some periodical, the statement that a few drops 
of glycerine placed in a. hypodermic syringe would prevent, 
measurably, the shrinkage of the piston packing when the instru- 
ment was not in use. I suppose that many physicians have felt 
the need at times ot having such instrument in immediate work- 
ing order. I know that I had, until I accidentally discovered the 
good influence of glycerine in that respect. I have long been in 
the habit of drawing into the barrel each time after use, a small 
quantity of a mixture of one part of distilled water to three parts 
<if glycerine, allowing it to remain until the instrument is wanted 
for use, with the advantage of having it always in a serviceable 
condition. — Peoria Med. Monthly, 
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Treatment of Gonorrhoea by Injections of Sulphurous 
Acid Diluted with Water. — For some time I have treated all 
cases of p^onorrhcea with injections of siilpluirous acid diluted 
with water, and as the results in mv hands have been verv satis- 
factory, I write in the hope that others may be induced to give 
this method a trial. 

I do not offer any theory on the subject, I simply state the fact 
that 1 have now treated sixteen cases of gonorrhcpa, using no other 
medicine, and they all returned to duty in an average of six days, 
I have not observed a relapse or any bad effect. The majority 
of the cases were second attacks, but (hose suffering from pri- 
mary attacks of the disease recovered equally fast. 

When I commenced this method of treatment, I used much 
stronger injections than I do at present. I find sulphurous acid 
one part to fifteen of water quite strong enough lor most cases. 
The rules of treatment 1 recommend are: place the patient on low 
diet, and administer injections of sulphurous acid diluted in water 
one to fifteen, three times a day, no other treatment being neces- 
sary. I find it is necessary for the attendant to give the injections, 
for if it is done by the patient it is never well done, most of the 
fluid escaping back outside the nozzUr of the syringe. The injec- 
tion should be kept in the urethra from three to ^wo^ minutes. If 
the patient complains of much pain, or if there is a tendency to 
chordee, it will then be sufficient to administer the injections once 
or twice in twenty-four hours. 

If these mstructions are strictly followed the purulent discharge 
will become scanty at the end of the first day, and on the third it 
will be replaced by a thin, gleety discharge, which also disappears 
in a couple of days. While this watery discharge lasts I usually 
administer only one injection daily. I find that the first injection 
frequently causes pain, which is not so much complained of after- 
wards. I, therefore, in a few cases give the first injection very 
much diluted — one in twenty, afterwards using one in fifteen. It 
is necessary to see that the sulphurous acid is fresh and good be- 
fore it is diluted to the required strength. — \V, D. Wilson, M. //., 
hi London Lancet. 

Faith as an Element of Success in Medicine. — The effect 
of the mind on the body is now recognized by all writers on the- 
rapeutics, and there can be no doubt that the patient's mind is 
often affected by what he sees his physician's to be. If the doctor 
evidently has thorougli faith in the treatment he is pursuing, the 
patient is apt to be inspired with sympathetic confidence, and the 
treatment is then more likely to be successful. On the other hand, 
an evident lack of confidence on the part of the practitioner may 
cause a distrust in the sick man's mind wMiich will perhaps inter- 
fere with the desired result. Dr. Fothergill, referring to this sub- 
ject, says: 

If the medical man speaks to the patient with doubtful accents 
and hesitating utterances, he does not inspire confidence; he really 
?>ows distrust. This is the explanation of the successful treatment 
of a case bv one man where another has failed, the remedial meas- 
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•tires being much the same. The one carries the patient with him 

«to the restoration of heahh; the other intensifies a morbid state, 

-and tends to make it permanent. 

This is a matter too little thought about. Just as a weak-willed 
medical man fiiils to do certain patients good, and lack of decision 
of character unfits a medical man for dealing with emergencies, 
where the judgment must be prompt and the action energetic, so 

-the therapeutic nihilist, who doubts the efficacy of drugs, and 
leaves the patient to nature, disheartens many patients, and 
leaves them chronic valetudinarians; while in the hands of an 

-enthusiast the cases would soon move onward to a satisfactory 
tennination. There arc some men who are "doubting Thomases;'' 
there are others who decry what they do not understand, and 
deprecate remedies with whose potency they are unacquainted, 
who do infinile, immeasurable harm to their patients. An eclipse 
of faith in medicines has now existed sometime; but the darkness 
is beginning to move away, and a return of faith, stronger, firmer, 
more capable of giving a rat so /t ifctre for its existence than in the 
past, is dawning — the daybreak of happier times for those who 
ar^ stricken down with illness, or crippled in their working power 
by incapacity in their digestive viscera. Thi<^ therapeutic nihilism 

4s a passing wave of opinion, a temporary mental state, the end of 
which is at hand; and the sooner it is over the better for all. The 
patient's prospects will be all the brighter; the medical man all the 
happier for feeling that the patient has got some *-value received'* 
in return for his outlay. A healthier condition of thought on 
matters medical will generally obtain; for quacks, charletans and 
irregular practitioners of all kinds are to a great extent fostered 
by the recent want of faith in the medical profession. When a 
man is sick, what he wishes is to get well; the means to him is a 
matter of comparative indifference. — Journal of Chemistry. 

The Antiseptic Treatment of Typhoid Fever. — At a meet- 
ing of the Societe Medicale des Ilopitaux, June 9th, M. Ferrand 
presented the candidate's thesis of Professor Desplat, of Lille, upon 
the comparative action of carbolic acid and salicylate of soda. The 
jviews presented were that the above drugs were excellent antipy- 
retic and antialgesic agents — sure, rapid, and permanent in their 
action, but, at the same time, easily eliminated, and, therefore, but 
slightly dangerous. Except in acute rheumatism, M. Desplats did 
did not find any marked difference in their action. 

The discussion which ensued turned upon the use of carbolic 
acid in typhoid fever. Thirteen members took part and related 
their experience. Three or four did not commit themselves; the 
remainder agreed in saying that the drug in question, used as re- 
commended, had a dangerous tendency to depress the system, and 
to produce pulmonary congestion, exhausting sweats, and albumi- 
Jiuria or polyuria. 

It was unanimously voted that the use of carbolic acid in typhoid 
fever, when given as recommended (in half-gramme or gramme 
•doses by enema twice a day), was dangerous, and without effect 
upon the course of tlic fever. 
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Dr. Kamonct, Physician-in-Chief at the Military Hospital or 
Hoiijhar, in Algeria, has contributed an article upon the use of car- 
bolic acid in typhoid fever, expressing directly contrary views to 
the above. He is a follower ofDesplat, except that he uses small- 
er doses, s^cnerally not more than two grammes per diem, by in> 
jeclion. The eflect, he says, is to lower the temperature nearly 4^ 
F., and to produce a most favorable change in the progress and 
symptoms. He has treated forty-one cases, with a mortality of 
only two, or 4.9 per cent. The average mortality from this disease 
in the army is twenty-one percent. 

On August 23d, at the Academy of Medicine, M. Vulpian read 
a paper upon the use of salicylic acid in typhoid fever. M. Vul- 
pian based his therapeutics upon the theory that there is a bacillus 
of enteric fever in the intestine, and that this bacillus ought to be fer- 
reted out and killed with an antizymotic. Having tried iodoform, 
boric acid, phenate of soda, and salicylate of bismuth with no effect, 
he finally settled upon salicylic acid. This in daily dosesof twoor 
tliree grammes was ineftective, but in doses of six or seven 
grammes daily (gr. xl. togr. 1., every two hours!) most satisfacto- 
ry results were obtained in a lowereng of the fever and a general 
amelioration of symptoms. M. Vulpian concluded that this drug, 
without being curative, had an ^ undoubted modifying influence 
upon typhoid fever. He thought also that salicylic acid taken by 
the mouth might act as a prophylactic. The discussion which, 
followed brought out very little. It was only evident that M. Vul- 
pian's views were theoretical, and that the clinial tests of his re- 
puted remedy Were not at all conclusive. Salicylic acid has been 
tried in Germany and America with no very good results, as yet 
reported. — A'. 2 '. Jl/rd. J^ccord, 

Malaria in Skin Diseases — A Correction. — Dr. Lunsford P. 
Yatidell, of Louisville, says: 

Some time since the following paragraph appeared in the Mich- 
igan Medical AVxt'.?, and has been widely copied in the medical 
journals of the country: 

"A century ajjo John Hunter divided all skin diseases into three 
classes, one of which is cured by mercury and the iodides, a second 
by sulphur, and a third class which the devil himself can't cure. 
Dr. L. P. Yandcll, who quotes Hunter as above, is given credit 
for a much less complex classification than even this. He attrib- 
utes all skin eruptions to malaria. Qviinine is a specific for mala- 
ria; ergo, quinine is the remedy for all skin eruptions.'' 

Q, E. D. 

The subjoined extracts are from a supplement to a report read 
to the American Dermatological Association, September, 1877. A 
copy of this report will be gladly sent to any one desiring it: 

'*From the criticisms which have been made on my views, I 
find that I have not succeeded in making myself perfectly under- 
stood. What 1 have contended for, and what I have reiterated, is. 
simply this: Malaria is the chief source of acute skin disease.. 
Scrofula is the chief source of chronic skin disease. The more- 
inveterate cases of skin disease are often due to the co-existence- 
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of these two thinj^s. Tlie specific exanthcms, of ctiurse, arc not 
included here, but 1 contend that their progress and termination 
are often largely influenced by the presence of malaria and struma- 
I do not claim that malaria and struma are the sole causes of the 
dermatoses. Indeed, many of the dermatoses may exist inde.- 
pendently of mala;ja or struma, and most frequently some ex- 
citing cause is necessary to develop the cutaneous eruption. 
Among the exciting causes are irritants, injuries, insufficient or 
improper ingesta, vicissitudes of temperature, alcohol, dentition, 
menstruation, parturition, lactation, etc. The proofs of the truth 
of my views are, in the first place, that the diseases of the skin 
are cured more certainly and more quickly by the anli-malarial 
remedies on the one hand, and by the anti-strumous on the other, 
than can be done by any other line of therapeutics; and in the 
second place, that careful and painstaking investigation will, in 
the majority of dermatoses, make apparent the existence of the 
malaria or the struma, as the case may be. 

**In conclusion, I desire to impress upon the reader that my 
views are not confined to the skin diseases. What produces dis- 
ease here will produce it in all other organs of the body. What 
is true of dermatology is e(]ually true of gynecology and ophthal- 
mology and otology, and it is just as true of the diseases of all 
the other rejjions of the bodv." 

Subset] uent observation has confirmed my belief in the correct- 
ness of these views. 

Puncture and Aspiration in Intestinal Invagination. — We 

read in Paris McdicaL January 28th, 1S82, that Dr. Godfrey has 
treated a case of intestinal invagination as follows: The patient, a 
man 37 years old, was vomiting a greenish-yellow liquid having a 
most offensive fecal odor. His abdomen was distended, and very 
tender to the touch; and distinct fluctuation together with dullness 
were perceptible over the entire course of the colon. The um- 
bilical region was somewhat tympanitic. Great tenesmus existed, 
and the eftbrts at defecation only resulted in the passage of a little 
bloody mucus. Having carefully ascertained that no hernia ex- 
isted, the intestine was punctured, first in the left, then again in 
the right iliac region, the largest needle of a Cod man and Shurt 
lefV aspirator being used for that purpose. More than a pint of 
liquid, similar to that vomited, was thus withdrawn, and the pa- 
tient felt somewhat relieved. Vomiting now bei ame less freciuent, 
and finally ceased. Morphine, first hypodcrmically, then by the 
mouth, procured sleep, and after three days the intestine had re- 
sumed its functions, and in less than a week the patient was again 
well. — Med. and Surg. Reporter, 

Curing Disease by Anointing With Oil. — The mountain 
evangelist. Rev. Mr. Barnes, having ousted Satan from a number 
of W^estern strongholds, has attacked Cincinnati. His campaign 
may attract medical attention, since he cures disease as well as 
haves souls. His method is to anoint with oil, at ti^e same time 
uttering a brief prayer. A reporter, interviewing him. asked if he- 
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had cured many diseases in Indianapolis. ^-Thcre were," he said, 
**some very remarkable cases. One was that of an old man, almost 
helpless with rheumatism, who was obliged constantly to use 
crutches. He was a member of the Roberts Park Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. He was anointed with oil, and his faith took hold 
on Christ for healing, which occurred almost instantly. The next 
day he came to the church without crutches, and testified before 
the assembly of the healing, and declared he could run a foot-race, 
and praised the Lord with all his might. Another case was one 
of a woman subject to spasms for 3'ears, and many others." Here 
Mrs. Barnes declared it to be so common a thing in their experi- 
ence that the wonder is, not that the persons are healed, but that 
all Christians do not at once go to Jesus when they arc sick. — JV. 
T, Med, Record, 

Mustard in the Treatment of Smallpox. — Dr. Lyndon (in 
Medical and Surgical Reporter) says: Just before the close of the 
war I was called to prescribe for a Confederate soldier, suHering 
with great nausea. A large mustard plaster was ordered to be 
placed over the stomach. A few hours afterwards my attention 
was directed to an eruption covering the part where the mustard 
had been placed. It was a well developed case of smallpox. There 
was no eruption on any other part of the body. The pustules 
were well developed, with the characteristic pit. I did not have 
another opportunity to try it, but believe a mustard plaster applied 
to any part of the body will bring out the eruption twcntv-five to 
thirty-six hours earlier than usual, so that a diagnosis can be made 
on the first day of the fever. I believe it possible to invite Jill the 
eruptions to any part of the body, and thus avoid the pitting of 
the face. And in malignant cases, where the poison produces 
death before the eruption appears, the mustard might possibly 
bring out the eruption and save the patient. The experiment is 
-easy and harmless. 

Treatment of Cerebro- Spinal Meningitis. — Prof. H. C. 
Wood, in a clinical lecture in the Medical Gazette, sums up as fol- 
lows: During the first three or four days in the strong and robust, 
leeches or cups may be applied to the temples or nape and upper 
part of the spine. Ice-bags are applied to the head and back of 
neck for the first davs — in manv fora week. To relieve headache, 
restlessness and dilirium, bromide of potash is the best agent, gr. 
20 to 10 everv three hours. Its efficacv is increased bv adding^ 
<:hloral (ten grain doses usually) or in those who cannot take chlo- 
ral, tinct. hyoscyami (drachm doses). It is advantageous to add 
also tincture of castor (drachm doses) in the hysterically inclined. 
If possible don't use opium, but sometimes it becomes necessary, 
as the remedies already named occasionally fail. The temperature 
is not apt to run over 104° (a very harmless height) in adults ex- 
cept at the close, and quinine is not indicated; moreover, it has no 
cfiecl in lowering the temperature in this particular disease. The 
best way to lower temperature, if this be an object, is by cold 
afhision, cold and tepid baths, or the cold pack. — Maryland Med. 
yon ma I. 
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How Parturition is Managed by the Beniamir Arabs and 
the Abyssinians. — When a woman is in labor she is attended by 
some knowing old woman (they would rather die than let a man 
come near them.) Should the labor be protracted, a rope is put un- 
der each arm and attached to a piece of wood overhead. On this 
rope she presses each time she has a pain, and in this standing po- 
sition she is delivered. I asked: **IIovv do you manage, supposing 
the child is in such a position as to require instrumental interfer- 
ence?" *'Wcll, then," he said, **we can do nothing, and she has 
to die." Should she suffer from flooding, she is put to sit in hot 
water for ten minutes, and then a bandage is wound around her 
several times as tightly as it can be put; a decoction is then given 
her to drink, made front tamarinds and the leaves of some tree, 
the name of which I was unable to ascertani; and if she lives she 
is not allowed to taste water for seven days, but has nothing but 
warm milk. 

The Abyssinian mode of conductinjj labor is also curious. The 
woman lies upon her back, two stones are pushed under her but- 
tocks, two women grasp her legs, and just as the child is entering 
the world a trav full of flour is put under to receive it. — Medical 
JScws. 

New Method of Reducing in Dislocation of the Hu- 
merus. — Mr. James E. Kelly {Dublin Journal of the Medical 
Sciences) recommends the following as successful when other 
plans have failed ; The patient should be placed as close as possi- 
ble to the edge of the couch, on his back, with his head low. The 
operator places the injured arm at right angles with the body, and 
standing against it, with his side to the patient, and his hip pressed 
firmly but not roughly into the axilla, he folds the arm and hand 
of the patient, close around his pelvis, and fixes the hand firmly 
by pressing it against the crest of his ilium. The second stage, 
during which the reduction is effected, is very simple, consisting 
merely of a rotation or version of the surgeon's body with a force 
and rapidity which necessarily vary with the peculiarity of the 
dislocation — some yielding most readily to a sudden and mo^^t 
powerful effort, and others to gentle and gradually increasing 
traction. — Chic. Med, RevieuK 

Eczematous Ulcer of Leg, — Dr. VVillard Chaney, city physi- 
cian, Detroit, has had excellent success in the treatment of this 
<lisease with ointment of petroleum and iodoform. A widow, 30 
years ol age, hard-working, living in damp and illy lighted apart- 
ments, had eczematous ulcer, large as a silver dollar, on the inner 
aspect of lower third of leg. Anorexia, anaemia, hysteria with co- 
pious sanious d'scharge from painful ulcer, were prominent symp- 
toms. The doctor ordered her all day rides in the open air of the 
Detroit river ferries; to take internally, three times a day, 20 drops 
of muriated tincture of iron with one thirtieth of a grain of corro- 
sive sublimate, in suitable vehicle; applied to ulcer doily: R un- 
guent petrolei 3 ii., iodoformi 3 j., M.; with firm even pressure by 
means of roller banda<re. — Med. Red. 
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Abdominal Deliveries in the United Siates for 1880. — 

Dr. R. P. Harris, of Philadelphia, in his record of the abdominal 
deliveries in the United Stales, gives as the result tor 1880 five 
Cesarean operations, and three Porro Cesarean. The results of 
the classic Cesarean sections are encouraging, three women and 
foul children having been s^ved. The antiseptic method of Lis- 
ter, the cleansing of the abdomen from blood and other fluids, the 
wire uterine-suture, and numerous minor modifications of the op- 
oration have undoubtedly contributed to this result. The uterus 
was sutured in three out of the five cases, with a saving of two. 
The Listet method was used in two cases, and phlegmasia dolens, 
which attacked two of the American Porro cases, occurred in one 
case. 

The results of the three Porro Cesarean sections were one wo- 
man and two children saved. With enlarged experience and im- 
])roved methods we should equal the record of the maternities of 
Milan and Vienna. The Santa Caterina of Milan has saved six 
women out of eight, and the Krankenhaus of Vienna eight out of 
eleven; the last six operations in each having been successful. — 
/Josh)/i Afed. you ma I. 

Chloroforming Mice. — A French Surgeon says that on chlo- 
roforming some mice and lifting them by their tads, they tri cdlo 
bite, but on laying them again in a horizontal position, they re- 
sumed insensibility. Acting on this hint, when a patient showed 
signs of a collapse under a dose of chloroform, he dropped the 
patient's head over the bedside and raised the feet quite high. 
The patient at once became conscious; when laid straight on the 
l)ed he became insensible again, and a return to lowering the head 
and raising the feet for ten minutes was required to fully counter- 
act the chloroform. It is thought, that by aid of this treatment, 
anaesthetics may be used with a high degree of safety.- — Ind. Prac. 

Transplantation of Muscle from the Dog to Man. — After 
the removal of a large fibro-sarcoma from the biceps of a woman, 
net. 36, Helferich filled the gap with a freshly-cut piece of muscle 
from a dog, fastening it with 6 lower and 30 upper catgut liga- 
tures. Cure followed antiseptic dressing. The patient can read- 
ily flex and extend the arm. Electrical examination by Ziemssen 
showed no abnormality and the transplanted muscle seems to have 
retained its vital functions. — Bcrl, Klin, Woch,^ No. 26 and Cin, 
Lane, and Clinic. 

Extraction of Teeth During Pregnancy. — Dr. Chester (in 
Southern Practitioner) says: I will inform you that, in June, 12^78, 
Mrs. R. W.G., 22 years, was delivered by me of a 7-months child, 
who lived only a few hours. In August, 1879, I again delivered 
her of a 6-months child, who was born dead. In January, i88i, 
she was in pregnancy six months; was suffering intensely from 
toothache. I decided to extract two grinders; in April, '81, I de- 
livered her successfully of a full term child. The extracting of 
::the teeth having caused great relief without bad eflect. 
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Gun-Powder as a Motive Power. — A patent has just been 
taken out in Germany for an engine, the piston of whicli is driven 
backward and forward by small charjjes of jjun-powder supplied 
at each end by an automatic arrangement. The ignition is effect- 
ed by the motion of the piston, which draws in a flame of gas or 
spirit, the access being regulated by side valves, which also open 
outlets for the escape of the gases of combustion. 

A SERIES of magnetic observations, which are to extend over a 
space of fourteen months, have recently been commenced at Goet- 
tingen, Germany. They will take place under the supervision of 
the Professor of the University, on the ist and T5th of every 
month, at the same hours as those performed by the international 
expeditions sent out to the North and South Poles. Their princi- 
pal object is to ascertain the magnetic condition of the earth. Ex- 
periments will also be made with respect to magnetic intensity in 
>the^' garden of the observatory, in a pavilion built up of wood and 
brick only, iron being omitted on account of the disturbing influ- 
ences which it would exert, rendering the observations practically 
valueless. — Alechanical News. 

The Tails of Comets. — Professor Knnis, of the Naval Obser- 
vatory at Washington, believes that the tails of comets are electric 
light. *'If these tails had any substance," he argues, "the laws of 
motion are constantly violated by them. The great comet of 1S43 
went so near the sun that it passed from one side to the other in a 
few hours. Its immense tail, 100,000,000 miles long, was shifted 
completely, so that it pointed directly in an opposite direction. 
Could that be so if it were composed of any substance? Could a 
comet swing 100,000,000 miles of tail around so quick as that? 
The electricity is generated by evaporation. As the comets ap- 
proach the sun, the heat becomes more intense, the evaporation 
.and accumulation of electricity more rapid, the repulsive force 
greater, and the tails longer. Sometimes the material becomes 
completely evaporated. Then the comet has no tail." — Literary 
Microcosm, 

The new metal, of wlaich it is proposed to construct pipes in 
which to lay telegraph wires under ground, is described as very 

'light — only about one-sixth the w^eight of iron — and, being com- 
posed almost entirely of pure carbon, is indestructible, whether in 
the air or under ground. It does not rust or change by exposure, 
and is not affected by heat or frost. The most important charac- 
teristic claimed for it, however, in connection with underground 
wires, is its being a perfect insulator. The pipes of the metal 
need not, it is stated, be buried very deep in the ground, as they 
may be of a semi-elastic character, adjusting themselves to the 

tslight upheaval and depression of the ground through the action 
of frost. — Literary Microcosm. 
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The lake that has the hij^hest elevation of any in the world is- 
(jrecn Lake, in Colorado. Its surface is 10,352 feet above the 
level of the sea. Pine forests surround it, and eternal snows deck 
the neighboring mountain- tops. One of these, Gray's Peak, has 
an altitude ot 14,341 feet. The water of Green Lake is as clear 
as crystal, and large masses of rock and a petritied forest are dis- 
tinctly visible at the bottom. The branches of the trees arc of 
dazzling whiteness, as though cut in marble. Salftion and trout 
swim among them. In places the lake is 200 feet deep. — JAtcrary 
Microcosm. 



The Microscopists at Dinner. — The New York Times in- 
dulges in a little good-natured fun at the prevalent mania for find- 
ing the source of all evils in microscopic organisms. It reports 
an imaginary meeting of microscopists, and the following is an 
extract from the "proceedings:'' 

When the microscopists sat down to dinner each one produced 
hi.'i compound oscillating microscope, and carefully examined every 
article of food. Excited shouts went up as new discoveries of 
metallic, vegetal)le and sausage substances were discovered in the 
soup. An examinatioil made of th*^ water resulted in the discov- 
ery of such an enormous quantity of infusoria, mammalia and 
pachydermata that the microscopists unanimously refused to drink 
it. During the progress of the meal much enthusiasm was aroused 
by the announcement of Professor White that he had discovered 
a trace of hairpin in the beefsteak, thus upsetting the 'theory that 
the beefsteak of American hotels is a chemically pure carburet of 
sole-leather; and, at a later hoin*. Professor Black's assertion — 
based on a thorough microscopic examination — that he had dis- 
covered whortleberries in the whortleberry pudding, and wine in 
the wine sauce, led to a heated discussion, in the course of which 
thirty-eight microscopists declared that Professor Black was an 
ignorant and unprincipled pretender, and eleven others maintained 
that the professor was acting in good faith, and that his discove- 
ries could be accounted for on the theory that the waiter had given 
him, by mistake, a piece of whortleberry pudding made expressly 
for the landlord's private table. — Journal of Chemistry. 

Chemical Deep-Sea Soundings. — Sir William Thompson's 
apparatus for deep-sea sounding consists of a glass tube filled 
with air, sealed at the top, but open at the bottom, and prepared 
inside with red prussiate of potasvsa. It is placed in a brass tube,, 
closed at the bottom, but open at the top. The brass tube is par- 
tially filled with ferrous sulphate, which, when coming into contact 
with the red prussiate inside the glass tube, forms prussian blue. 
When the instrument is thrown into the sea, the pressure of the 
water compresses the air, forcing the ferrous solution up the glass- 
tube, according to the depth to which it descends. On measuring- 
the length of the blue stain the depth of the sounding is ascer* 
tained. — Drug. Cir. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULJE. 

Diarrhoea Pills. — Prof. William Thomson, of the University of 
the City of New York, recommends the following as a remedy for 
diarrhoea — 

R Plumbi acetatus grs. xvi, 

Pulv. camphorae grs. xij, 

Pulv. opii grs. iij, 

Bismuth subcarb grs. xij, 

Ext gentian q. s. 

Make into twelve pills. 

Dose, one pill every hour to three hours, according to severity 
of disease. — New Remedies. 

Soap Liniment. 

B Oleic acid 3 ij, 

Bicarbonate sodium g v. 

Camphor 5 ij, 

Oil rosemary 3 ss, 

Water 3 vi, 

Alcohol O ij. 

Dissolve the camphor in the alcohol, add the oleic acid and the 
oil of rosemary, then the soda graduallv, and when effervescence 
has ceased, add the water, and filter. This will not deposit in cold 
weather. — Geo, R, Martin., Proc. Penn. Phar. Association. 

Algerian Corn Cure. — Dr. Barbier speaks highly of the sub- 
joined — 

Acetic acid 1 ounce, 

Iodine 37 grains. 

Alcohol I ounce. 

Dissolve the iodine in the alcohol and add the acetic acid. A 
few drops of the liquid arc to be rubbed on the" corn morning and 
evening, so as to gradually dissolve it. 

We published some time ago a corn remedy which had been 
recommended by a Russian, M. Gezow. Dr. Traill Green, writing 
in the Medical and Surgical Reporter, expresses the utmost satis* 
faction with this formula, which he has used in numerous cases of 
both hard and soft corns with unvarying success. The formula is 
as follows — 

» 

Salicylic acid 30 parts, or grs. xxx, 

Ext, cannabias indica 5 parts, or grs. v, 

Cbllodion 240 parts^ or f. 2 ss. 

— Boston Jour, of Chem 
3 
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A Stimulating Expectorant.— Dr. Fothergill commends the 
following — 

Am. carbonat qy. v. 

Tinct. nux. vom m. x, 

Tinct. scillae ^. . . . 5 ss. 

Inf. serpentar 5 i. 

Sig. Three times daily. — Boston Jour, of Chcm. 

Tape Worm, — Salicylic acid in full doses, followed by ol. 
ricin. com., is said to expel tape worm when all other remedies 
Aiil. — Louisville Med. Nev,^s. 

Pills for Constipation. — 

R Quinise sulphatis grs. xv, 

Piperinae | ^ ^. . 

Hydrarg. submuriat ) *^' ** ^- - U» 

Ext. nucis vomic grs. iv. 

M. ft. in pil. No. xxx. 

M. S. One pill morning and evening. — N, O. Med. and Surg, 
yournal. 

The Aromatic Powder ov Chalk and Opium — Is pre- 
pared as follows : 

R Aromatic powder of chalk 9} ounces, 

Opium , \ ounce, 

Formula for aromatic powder of chalk : 

R Cinnamon 4 ounces, 

I^utmeg 3 ounces, • 

Safli'on 3 ounces, 

Cloves 1} ounces, 

Cardamon seed p 1 ounce, 

Hefined sugar 25 ounces, 

Prepared chalk 11 ounces. 

M. Triturate thoroughly and pass through a line seive. Dose, 10 
to 60 grains. 

Naquet's Hair-Dye, Modified. — 

Citrate of bismuth i ounce, 

Ammonia, sufficient. 

Hyposulphite of soda ]4 ounce, 

Alcohol 3 ounces. 

Or, glycerine l4 ounce. 

Water to complete 16 ounces. 

Rub the citrate into a thin paste with lukewarm water, and add 
enough ammonia to make a solution in which the hyposulphite is 
to be dissolved. Filter, and complete the measure, adding the al- 
cohol last, if it is employed as a preservative. — Drug. Cir. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

QBEETINOS. 

We are pleased to acknowledge the many notes of commendation 
and encouragement received from our readers—their almost unanimous 
acceptance of our proposition for renewal the coming year, and to be 
able to promise, on our part, renewed zeal and energy in presenting the 
medical news in the future. We trust that our friends will stick to us, 
as brethren in a common cause, and that all in arrears will promptly'settle 
up, giving' us a good start with the new year. May they also take an 
interest in our Journal as an organ of Southern medical literature, con- 
tribute to our pages, and aid us in extending our circulation. 

Remember our liberal proposition, to accept of our subscribers on 
renewal $3.00 for two copies ; that is, each subscriber who, on renewing 
his subscription for 1883, will send us a new name, may deduct 50 cents 
from his own subscription and that of his friend. Help us to increase 
our list, and in so doing you will enable us to improve the Journal, and 
thus do a good work for yourselves and for the Medical Literature of 
your section. With these remarks we extend fraternal regards and 
Christmas greetings to all of our readers. 



2 HE INS AND THE O UTS, 

In medicine as in politics, the Outs are always assailing the Ins, hence 
we hear continued complaint in Medical Journals against Medical Col- 
leges in regard to bad management — imperfect teaching and the laxity 
of requirement in conferring diplomas. It is freely conceded that a 
regular standard of education is desirable, and that most colleges are 
not sufficiently rigid and careful in conferring degrees ; yet it must be 
borne in mind that the fault is not so much with the colleges as with 
the profession and the people. 

Our systems of education, whether in medicine or other depart- 
ments, are all imperfect, undeveloped and &ulty. The country is new. 
Most of our young men in the South desiring professions are poor, and 
the State now lends no aid or encouragement to the improvement of 
medicalSeducation. On the con trary there are laws obstructing anatomical 
investigation. While this is all true, yet it is also true that the average 
Doctor in America, yea, even in the Southern States, is not a whit be- 
hind that of other countries. Medical discoveries are as frequent, and 
medical advance as rapid in this country as in any other portion of the 
globe, and the writer of this article, a graduate of an old and reputable 
Northern instilution, will doubtless be sustained in the assertion by 
every physician, even the most eminent among us — who graduated at 
the best Northern schools — that here in Atlanta as good facilitieSi nay, 
better facilities can be found for procuring a medical education than 
were ftirnished in their day by the older and more renowned Northern 
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Institutions. And yet, many of those who graduated North under these 
meagre advantages, aresucoessftil and emminent men in the profession. 
After all, it is not so much in the school as in the man. If the student 
possesses the qualities of .head and heart, and the spirit of study and 
energy which is essential to success, he wiU, In due time, achieve it. If 
he does not he will fail, aud go out of the profession ^as thousands do, 
and as they ought to do. 



SURGERY IN THE NEW COLLEGE. 

A number of Interesting and important surgical operations have 
been performed in the Clinics of the Southern Medical College during 
the present term of Lectures. Photographs of one of these, a very 
large tumor, involving the parotid gland, has been shown to us with 
the promise that the same will be reported with illustrations. 

1 HE NE W PHARMA COPCEIA . 

The U. 8. Pharmacopoeia, of 1880, has been issued. Dr. Squibb, in 
the November issue of his £phemeris, refers to the increased strength of 
the opium preparations as matter important to be borne in mind by the 
druggist and the practitioner. 

As an example, if the full dose of the deodorized|tincture of opium 
(com. solution of opium) has heretofore been 24 minims, or 38 drops, 
representing a quarter of a grain of sulphate of morphine, the corres- 
ponding dose of the new preparations will be 16 minims or 25 drops. 

This makes a pound of the new preparation equal to a pound and a 
half of the old. Dr. Squibb suggests that in physicians' prescription^', 
where, for example, deodorized tincture of opium is prescribed, the 
figures 1870 or 1880 be added to indicate the strength desired until such 
time as the change becomes established. 

''ABSTRACTS,'' 

Among the changes that are to be found in the new United States 
Pharmacopcnia is a class of preparations to whichfhas been given the 
name of Abstracts, They are in the form of a powder, prepared by 
evaporating a concentrated tincture of the drug, having first mixed 
it with sugar of milk. 

The solid extract of most drugs, as now used, often proves unreliable 
by reason of deteriorati<m, 1 hese Abstracts are apt to take the place 
of solid extracts, as being of more uniform strength and more easily 
preserved. 

MORTALITY 01 WHITES AND BLACKS IN THE U. S. ARMY. 

In the report of Surgeon-Gteifteral Crane, for the year ending June 
30th, 1882, we find that the whole number of white troops are 20,778, 
imd colored, 2,265. The deaths fk'om all causes leported among the 

whites were 10 per 1,000 of mean strength. 

Among the colt>r«-d, the deaUis were 11 per 1^000 of mean strength. 
There were reported ftlso 245 Indian scouts connected with the army, 
among whom the mortality was 32 in the 1,000. 

The report contains other interesting Information, and is gotten up 
with ability and in good taate. 
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MEDICAL LITEBATUHE IN THE SOUTH-- OUR FEIEI^DS 

DON'T WEITE ENOUGH, 

The rapid advances in the Medioal Profession in this country has 
been due, in a ver J large degrree, to Medical Journalism. Previous to 
the late war we had to admit that in the Southern section of the Union, 
we failed, in some measure, to keep up oui row, and it ii^ only in 
the last few years that the profession in the South has evinced or prac- 
ticed a tithe of the interest in Metlical Literature that is due to the 
ability and talents of its members, or to those who, with little or no 
profit, were engaged in the self-8a<rifieing and arduous duties of Jour- 
nalism. And not yet can it be said that Southern physicians are alive 
to the duties and responsibilities that rest upon them as medical men 
in regard to the progress of Mt^dical Literature in their own section. 
Every progressive and intelligent practitioner is in duty bound to sus- 
tain his home Journals and contribute something to the Medical Litera- 
ture of his own section. Southern practitioners have certainly the ability, 
but unfortunately they lack the spirit and ihe energy to write for the 
Journals. We trust that our readers will take this remark kindly, and 
that hereafter we shall more frequently receive practical communioji- 
tions for the Original Department of our Journal. To those who have 
written for us in the past, we are thankful Let your communications 
be short and practical. 



TYPHO-MALABIAL FEVER. 

A subscriber requests that something be put in the Journal on the 
subject of Typho-Malarial Fever. We trust some one of our readers, 
who has had experienoe in the treatment of the disease, will comply 
With this request and write us a practical article on the subject. 

There are those who claim that there is no distinct disease to which 
the appellation, Typho-Malarial, can be given. To such we state that 
we have seen many cases of an affection to which the name is emi- 
nently applicable. It might be termed a form of intermittent fever 
whicli does not yield to quinine. There are often well marked morning 
intermissions, especially in the outset ot the attacks. Sometimes a de- 
cided remission, in which the thermometer will indicate a temperature 
scarcely to be called febrile, and which in the afternoon will run up to 
103^-104°. Quinine does not cut short the fever, and, indeed, makes 
little or no impression upon it. 

The nose bleed, so common in the early stages of typhoid fever, is 
often found, but there is very little tendency to diarrhoea or tympanitis. 
The patient usually has considerable appetite. At evening the febrile 
excitement is often high, and there is not unfrequently some degree of 
delirium, but not the low muttering delirium of regular typhoid. Sordes 
is not seen upon tne teeth as in typhoid fever. 

In our experience these cases usually continue two weeks. The plan 
of treatment which we have adopted, and which has been successful, is 
as follows : We give quinine in most cases to the extent of 8 to 12 grs. 
in the forenoon, as we think it lowers the temperature and supports the 
patient, and under its influence the tendency of the fever to decline on 
the septinary or seven day periods is encouraged. 
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In the afternoon we give a teaspoonful of a solution of aconite (the 
strength of 10 drops in a glass of water) every hoar during the height of 
the ezasoerbation, and fuur times a day we give as an antiseptic, and as 
prophylactic to the possibility of inflammation or ulceration in Peyers 
glands, the syrup of tar in teaspoonful doses every four hours. This is 
substituted for the spirits of turpentine, usually relied upon in typhoid 
afiections, as being more pleasant and less likely to nauseate the stom- 
ach or to produce strangury. Frequently we combine it with eucalyptus 
as follows : 

K Syrup of tar S iij, 

Tine, eucalyptus 3 ij. 

M. Shake and give teaspoonful four times a day. The eucalyptus is 
also antiseptic, and while resembling the terebinthenates in property, is 
also supposed to be anti-malarial. The dose appears small in this pre- 
scription, but in larger doses it will be found to produce a sensation of 
fulness in the head, with a degree of drowsiness which, if long con- 
tinued, might lead to deUrium or cerebral complication. 

Purgatives are to be given with caution in this disease. Though 
diarrhcea is not commonly found, the bowels are easily moved, and 
usually there is a spontaneous evacuation almost daily. At the outset, 
it is well to give a dose of ca&tor oil, but it is rarely necessary to give a 
purgative during the subsequent attack. Occasionally we find it ad- 
vantageous to evacuate the bowels with an enema, or with a mild laxa- 
tive—as the syrup of rhubarb. This, with application of mustard in 
case of local pain, and appropriate treatment to any other indication that 
may present during the attack, has been the plan we have pursued in the 
treatment of this affection. W. 



NEW HAMPSHIRE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

A copy of the Transactions of the New Hampshire Medical Societvi 
held in Concord, June, 1881, has been kindly sent us by the Secretary, 
Dr. G. P. Conn. It is a neat volume of 167 octavo pages. 

It contains a number of able and interesting papers. First, the ad- 
dress of the President, Dr. Q. P. Conn, on **State Medicines." 

Report on Surgery— Dr. A. H. Crosby. 

Cases of Malignant Disease, with a Report on the use of the Dermal 
Curette— Dr. F. A. Stillings. 

A Contribution to the Study oi Fractures and Dislocations— Dr. J. 
R. Ham. 

Puerperal Convulsions — Dr. J. W. Parsons. 

Conservatism in the Practice of Medicine — Dr. J. R Kimball. 

Hypodermic Medication— Dr. M. H. Felt. 

Nihilism in Medicine — Dr. D. W. Jones. 

Death: Its Physical Aspect— Dr. A. Richardson, and Reports of 
District Societies. 

Theofflcera elected for the ensuing year are — 

President— J}t. H. B. Fowler. Vice-President— J>t. A. H. Crosby. 
Secretary— jyt, G. P. Conn. Treasurer—!^, D. S. Adams. 
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Inverted Toe-Nails.— A new, simple and effectual method of 
operating for that troublesome little customer— ingrowing toe-nail— will 
be reported in the next issue of our Journal. 



Doctors in Canada.— It is said that the proportion of Doctors to 
the population in Canada is as one to 1,200, while in the Unite<l States 
they are as one to 600. 



BOOK NOTICES. 

The Physicia:n8' Visitino List. (Lindsay ft Blakiston's) for 18S3. 
Thirty-second year of its publication. Philadelphia: P. Blakis- 
ton, ^k)n ft Co., successors to Lindsay ft Biakiston, 1012 Walnut 
street. Sold by all Booksellers and Druggists. 

This work has a deservedly high reputation, established by long years 
of use by medical practitioners. It contains much useful and valuable 
informatioui besides a well arranged order of blanks for entries and 
memoranda. Price for 25 patents $1 .00, and higher rates for larger num- 
ber of patents. 

On Slight Ailments— their Causes, Nature and Treatment. 
By Lionel 8. Beal, M. D., F. R. 8,, Prof, of Practice of Medicine at 
Kings College, London. Second edition, revised, enlarged and 
Uiustrated. Philadelpbia: P. Biakiston, Son ft Co., 1012 Walnut 
Street, 1882. Cloth, 283 octavo pages. Price, $1.25. 

We regard the above as a very useful and valuable book for prac- 
titioners. 

Diseases of the Liver, with and without Jaundice— with the 
Special application of Physiological Chemistry to their Diagnosis 
and treatment. By George Harley, M. D., F. R. S., Fellow of the 
Boyal College of Physicians^Corresponding member of the Aca- 
demy of Sciences of Bavaria ; of the Academy of Medicine, of 
Madrid, and of several Continental Medical Societies. Formerly 
President of the Parisian Medical Society , Physician to University 
College Hospital, and Professor in University College, London. 11- 
lustrated by colored plates and wood engravings. Philadelphia : P. 
Biakiston, Son ft Co., 1012 Walnut Street, 1882. 

The above work contains 760 octavo pages, and is neatly gottea up. 
It is printed simultaneously with the London edition, and cont tins the 
full text and original illustrations. Although a great deal has been 
written upon the Liver and it? affections, there remains much obscurity 
as to the real nature and treatment of this class of diseases. Dr. Harley 
has here brought to bear his long and extensive experience in the study 
and treatment of hepatic affections, with tbe special application of 
Physiological Chemistry to diagnosis and treatment 

The work is ably written and contains a large amount of Clinical 
and Scientific information, not heretofore thrown together in a single 
volume, with new facts and theories of modern scientific advance- 
ment. We ccmmend this work to the Profession^ as eminently worthy 
of study, and as one which should be in the library of every physician. 
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RECEIPTED. 

Receii>ts will be acknowledged in the January number 



SPECIA.L NOTICES. 



PARRE, DAVIS A €0«— This magnificent Dnie efftabllshment, located at De- 
troit, Mich., have, by anremlttlng perseverance and fttlthfulness In all their bnalneaM 
IntereRtH, obtained the confidence and good wUl of the mpdlcal profession through- 
out the entire country. They have accomplished much for the progress of Medical 
Science and largely benefitted mankind by the Introduction of new and Important 
Drugs. They are entitled to the thanks of the Profession, and justly deserve the 
high reputation to which they have attained. 

WM. R. WARWER A CO.— This splendid Drug establishment continues to 
maintain the confidence and support of the Medical Profession everywhere. Their 
preparations are specially commended for their purity and neatness, and for the care 
with which they are manufactm-ed. Their beanUftil Parvules are becoming more 
and more popular, and are certainly a great convenience to the practitioner. The 
houAe holds a deser\'edly high reputation throughout the whole countrj-. 

Celerina— Dr. W. T. Leachman, of LouiflviUe, Kentucky, says: I have used 
CEI.ERINA In the treatment of nervous diseases with the most gratifying lesultH, 
and in a few cases of Opium habit. I am thoroughly satisfied with its remedial 
elTects In this particular affliction. 

New Castle, Pknw., May 17th, 1880. 

To Wm. F. Kiddkb, EBq.->Sir: I have used HYDROI^EINE freely in my 
practice for the last three or four months, and am well satisfied with its effects, as I 
have prescribed It In several cases that had been taking Cod-Llver Oil without 
apparent benefit, and who Immediately began to Improve under the use of Hydko- 
L.KTNR, and to this date the improvement seems to be permanent. 

H. P. PEEBLES. M. D. 

REKD A €ARNRI€K.—Tlie polite and intelligent agent of this excellent house 
called at our ofilce and exhibited a number of samples prepared by them. For neat- 
ness, beauty and excellence of combination they cannot be surpassed. We ask our 
readers to read their advertisement on next to last cover page in this Journal ; also 
the Beef Peptonoids ad vertisement, and to test their preparations. We have found 
them very useful in pjactice. 

IiISTERINE.— Now that the father of antiseptic surgery has placed carbolic 
acid under ban, and recommended eucalyptus as an efllcient substitute for it., M'e 
would advise physicians to give 1,ISTERINE a trial. Eucalyptus is one of its con- 
stituents ; and the preparation, being a perfect solution, is presented in a form 
niost'convenieut lor general \JL9e,~- Louisville Mpilical Ncivx^ June 25f/i, 1881. 

More of EMilOTT^B SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to dilferent parts of the country since Jan- 
uary 1st. The proprietor invites a thorough Investigation and comparison of every 
Bag in the market. The U. S. Qoverument did this in 1K79, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. M£LL1ER,70B Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

RALPH WALSH'S Combined Call Book and Tablet, Seventh Edition, published 
by Ralpti Walsh, M. D., 332 Chestnut street, Washington, D. C. This Ledger is very 
handy, beautiful and convenient for the practitioner, containing much uselul infor- 
ma!ioo,memorandatablM, doses, blanks, etc., and suited to both country and city 
ph> Mi clans. Price $l.oO. 

MEDICAL RECORD VISITING LIST or Physicians' Diary, for 1883, New York, 
Wm. Wood i&Co. An exceedingly compact, usetul and convenient Visiting List, with 
tables, doses, measures, antidotes and everything which is necessary in a Physi- 
cian ^s Pocket Memoranda. 

Pi n Oft CanadcnsiB.— Dear Sir— Your Kennedy's Pinus Canadensis has «n- 
Kwered an admirable purnose In two cases of catarrh of the bowels, and I want more 
immediately, and now ask that you send me half-dozen bottles by first express. 

W. N. CLINB, M. D. 
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